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DEDICATION 



TO THB 



ENGLISH NATION. 



I dedicate to yon a collection of letters, written by one 
of yourselves, for the common benefit of us alL They 
would never have grown to this size without your con- 
tinued encouraflrement and applause. To me they origrin- 
ally owe nothinsr but a healthy, saniruine constitution. 
Under your care they have thriven: to you they are in- 
debted for whatsoever strengrth or beauty they possess. 
When kings and ministers are forgotten, when the force 
and direction of personal satire is no longer understood, 
and when measures are only felt in their remotest con- 
sequences; this book will, I believe, be found to contain 
principles worthy to be transmitted to posterity. When 
you leave the unimpaired hereditary freehold to your 
children, you do but half your duty. Both liberty and 
property are precarious, unless the possessors have sense 
and spirit enough to defend them. This is not the lan- 
guage of vanity. If I am a vain man, my gratification 
lies within a narrow circle. I am the sole depository of 
my own secret, and it shall perish with me. 

If an honest, and, I may truly affirm, a laborious zeal 
for the public service, has given me any weight in your 
esteem, let me exhort and conjure you, never to suffer 
an invasion of your political constitution, however 
minute the instance may appear, to pass by, without a 
determined persevering resistance. One precedent 
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creates -another. They soon accumulate, and constitute 
Uw. What yesterday was fact, to-day is doctrine. Ex- 
amples are supposed to justify the mostdangrerous meas- 
ures; and where they 0o not suit exactly, the defect is 
supplied by analogy. Be assured, that the laws, which 
protect us in our civil rights, grow out of the constitu- 
tion, and they must fall or flourish with it This is not 
the cause of faction, or -of party, or of any individual, 
but the common interest of every man in Britain. 
Although the king should continue to support his pres- 
ent system of Government, the period is not very dis- 
tant at which you will have the means of redress in 
your own power; it may be nearer, perhaps, than any of 
us expect; and I would warn you to be prepared for it. 
The king may possibly be advised to dissolve the present 
parliament a year or two before it expires of course, and 
precipitate a new election, in hopes of taking the nation 
by surprise. If such a measure be in agitation, this very 
caution may defeat or prevent it. 

I cannot doubt that you will unanimously assert the 
freedom of election, and vindicate your exclusive right 
to choose your representatives. But other questions 
have been started, on which your determination should 
be equally clear and unanimous. Let it be impressed 
upon your minds, let it be instilled into your children, 
that the liberty of the press is the palladium of all the 
dvll, political, and religious rights of an Englishman; 
and that the right of Juries to return a general verdict, 
in all oases whatsoever, is an essential part of our con- 
stitution, not to be controlled or limited by the judges, 
nor in any shape questionable by the legislature. The 
power of king, lords, and commons, is not an arbitrary 
power:* they are the trustees, not the owners, of the 

* The positive denial of an arbitrary power being vested 
in the legislature, is not, in fact, anew doctrine. When 
the earl of Lindsay, in the year 1675, brought in a bill into 
the house of lords, ** To prevent the dangers which might 
arise from persons disaffected to government," by wmch 
an oath and penalty was to be imposed upon the mem- 
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estate. The fee-simple is in us: they cannot alienate, 
they caimot waste. When we say that the legislature is 
supreme, we mean, that it is the highest power known to 
the constitution; that it is the highest, in comparison 
with the other subordinate powers, established by the 
laws. In this sense, the word supreme is relative, not 
absolute. The power of the legislature is limited, not 
only by the general rules or natural Justice, and the wel^ 
fare of the community, but by the forms and principles 
of our particular constitution. If this doctrine be not 
true, we must admit that kings, lords, and commons , have 
no rule to direct their resolutions, but merely their 
own will and pleasure: they might unite the legislative 
and executive power in the same hands, and dissolve the 
constitution by an act of parliament. But I am per- 
suaded you will not leave it to the choice of seven hun- 
dred persons, notoriously corrupted by the crown, 
whether seven millions of their equals shall be free men 
or slaves. The certainty of forfeiting their own rights, 
when they sacrifice those of the nation, is no check to a 
brutal, degenerate mind. Without insisting upon the ex- 
travagant concession made to Harry the Eighth, there 
are instances, in the history of other countries, of a 
formal, deliberate surrender of the public liberty into 
the hands of the sovereign. If England does not share 
the same fate, it is because we have better resources 
than in the virtue of either house of parliament. 
I said, that the liberty of the press is the palladium of 

bers of both houses; it was affirmed, in a protest, signed 
by twenty-three lay peers, (my lords the bishops were not 
accustomed to protest,) *' That the privilege of sitting 
and voting in parliament was an honor they had by birth, 
and a right so inherent in them, and inseparable from 
them, that nothing could take it away, but what, by the 
law of the land, must withal take away their lives, and 
corrupt their blood." These noble peers, whose names 
are a reproach to their posterity, have, in this^ instance, 
solemnly denied the power of parliament to alter the con- 
stitution Under a particular proposition, they have 
asserted a general truth, in which every man in England 
is concerned. 
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all your rights, and that the right of the juries to return 
a general verdict, is part of your constitution. To pre- 
serve the whole system, you must correct your legisla- 
ture. With regard to any influence of the constituent 
over the conduct of the representative, there is little dif- 
ference between a seat in parliament for seven years and 
a seat for life. The prospect of your resentment is too 
remote; and, although the last session of a septennial 
parliament be usually employed in courting the favor of 
the people; consider, that at this rate, your representa- 
tives have six years for offense, and but one for atone- 
ment A death-bed repentance seldom reaches to restitu- 
tion. If you reflect, that in the changes of administration 
which have marked and disgraced the present reign, 
although your warmest patriots have, in their turn, been 
invested with the lawful and unlawful authority of the 
orown, and though other reliefs or improvements have 
been held forth to the people, yet that no one man in 
office has ever promoted or encouraged a bill for shorten- 
ing the duration of parliaments, but that (whoever was 
minister) the opposition to this measure, ever since the 
septennial act passed, has been constant and uniform 
on the part of government— you cannot but conclude, 
without the possibility of a doubt, that long parliaments 
are the foundation of the undue Influence of the crown. 
This influence answers every purpose of arbitrary power 
to the crown, with an expense and oppression to the peo- 
ple, which would be unnecessary in an arbitrary govern- 
ment. The best of our ministers find it the easiest and 
most compendious mode of conducting the king's affairs; 
and all ministers have a general interest in adhering to a 
system, which, of itself, is sufficient to support them in 
office, without any assistance from personal virtue, popu- 
larity, labor, abilities, or experience. It promises every 
gratification to avarice and ambition, and secures im- 
punity. These are truths unquestionable; if they make 
no impression, it is because they are too vulgar and noto- 
rious. But the inattention or indifference of the nation 
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haa continued too longr- You are roused at last to a sense 
of your dangrer: the remedy will soon bo In your power. 
If Junius lives, you shall often be reminded of it. If, 
when the opportimity presents itself, you neglect to do 
your duty to yourselves and to posterity, to God and to 
your country, I shall have one consolation left, in com- 
mon with the meanest and basest of mankind: Civil litn 
erty may stiU last the life of JUNIUS. 



PREFACE. 



The encourafirement driven to a multitude of spurious, 
mangled publications of the ''Letters of Junius," per- 
suades me, that a complete edition, corrected and im- 
proved by the author, will be favorably received. The 
printer will readily acquit me of any view to my own 
profit. 1 undertake this troublesome task merely to 
serve a man who has deserved well of me and of the pub- 
lic; and who, on my account, has been exposed to an ex- 
pensive, tyrannical prosecution. For these reasons, I 
grive to Mr. Henry Sampson Woodfall, and to him alone, 
my right, interest, and property, in these letters, as fully 
and completely, to all intents and purposes, as an author 
can possibly convey his property in his own works to 
another. 

This edition contains all the letters of Junius, Philo 
Junius, and of Sir William Draper and Mr. Home to Ju- 
nius, with their respective dates, and according to the 
order in which they appeared in the Public Advertiser. 
The auxiliary part of Philo Junius was indispensably 
necessary to defend or explain particular passages in Ju- 
nius, in answer to plausible objections; but the subordi- 
nate character is never guilty of the indecorum of prais- 
ing his principal. The fraud was innocent, and I alwayB 
Intended to explain it. The notes will be found not only 
useful but n ecessary . References to facts not generally 
known or allusions to the current report or opinion of the 
day, are, in a little time, unintelligible: yet the reader 
will not find himself overloaded with explanations : I was 
not bom to be a commentator, even upon my own works. 
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It remains to say a few words upon the liberty of the 
press. The dariner spirit by which these letters are sup- 
posed to be distingrulshed, seems to require that some- 
thinfir serious should be said in their defense. I am no 
lawyer by profession, nor do I pretend to be more deeply 
read than every English gentleman should be, in the laws 
of his country. If, therefore, the principles I maintain 
are truly constitutional, I shall not think myself answer- 
ed, though I should be convicted of a mistake in terms, 
or misapplying the language of the law. I speak to the 
plain understanding of the people, and appeal to their 
honest, liberal construction of me. 

Good men, to whom alone 1 address myself, appear to 
me to consult their piety as little as their judgment and 
experience, when they admit the great and essential ad- 
vantages accruing to society from the freedom of the 
press, yet indulge themselves in peevish or passionate 
exclamations against the abuses of it. Betrajringan un- 
reasonable expectation of benefits, pure and entire from 
any human institution, they, in effect, arraign the good- 
ness of Providence, and confess that they are dissatisfied 
with the common lot of humanity. In the present in- 
stance, they really create to their own minds, or greatly 
exaggerate the evil they complain of. The laws of Eng- 
land provide as effectually as any human laws can do for 
the protection of the subject, in his reputation, as well as 
In his person and property. If the characters of private 
men are insulted orinjured, a double remedy is opened 
to them by action and indictment: if, through indolence, 
false shame, or indifference, they will not appeal to the 
laws of their country, they fail in their duty to society, 
and are unjust to themselves: if, from an unwarrantable 
distrust of the integrity of juries, they would wish to ob- 
tain justice by any mode of proceeding more summary 
than a trial by their peers, I do not scruple to affirm, that 
they are in effect, greater enemies to themselves than to 
the libeller they prosecute. 
With regard to strictures upon the characters of men In 
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office, and the measures of govemment, the case is a little 
different. A considerable latitude must be allowed in the 
discussion of public affairs,or the liberty of the press will 
be of no benefit to society. As the indulgence of private 
malice and personal slander should be checked and resist- 
ed by every legal means, so a constant examination into 
the characters and conduct of ministers and magistrates 
should be equally promoted and encouraged. They who 
conceive that ournewspapers are no restraint upon bad 
men, or impediment to the execution of bad measures, 
know nothing of this country. In that state of abandon- 
ed servility and prostitution, to which the undue influence 
of the crown has reduced the other branches of the leg^ 
Islature, our ministers and magistrates have, in reality, 
little punishment to fear, and few difficulties to contend 
with beyond the censure of the press, and the spirit of 
resistance which it excite a among the people. While 
this censorial power Is maintained, (to speak in the words 
of a most Ingenius foreigner) both minister and magis- 
trate are comi)elled in almost every instance to choose 
between his duty and his reputation. A dilemma of this 
kind perpetually before him, will not, indeed, work a mir- 
acle on his heart, but It will assuredly operate. In some 
degree, upon his conduct. At all events, these are not 
times to admit of any relaxation in the little discipline 
we have left. 

But it is alleged, that the licentiousness of the press is 
carried beyond all bounds of decency and truth ; that our 
excellent ministers are continually exposed to the public 
hatred or derision ; that in prosecutions for libels on gov- 
ernment Juries are partial to the popular side: and that 
in the most flagrant cases, a verdict cannot be obtained 
for the king. If the premises were admitted, I should 
deny the conclusion. It is not true that the temper of 
the times has in general an undue influence over the con- 
duct of Juries : on the contrary, many signal instances 
may be produced of verdicts returned for the king, when 
the iQclioations of the people led strongly to f^n UQd^f- 
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tingruished opposition to firovemment. Witness the cases 
of Mr. Wilkes and Mr. Almon. In the late prosecution 
of the printers of my address to a g'reat i)er8onage, the 
Juries were never fairly dealt with. Lord chief justice 
Mansfield, conscious that the paper in question contained 
no treasonable or libellous matter, and that the severest 
parts of It, however painful to the kins or offensive to 
his servants, were strictly true, would fain have restrict- 
ed the Jury to the flnding* of special facts, which, as to 
grullty ornot gruilty, were merely Indifferent. This par- 
ticular motive, combined with his general purpose to 
contract the power of Juries, will account for the charge 
he delivered In Woodf all's trial. He told the Jury in so 
many words, that they had nothing to determine, except 
the fact of printing and publishing, and whether or no 
the blanks or Inuendoes were properly filled up in the 
information; but that, whether the defendant had com- 
mitted a crime or not, was no matter of consideration to 
twelve men, who yet, upon their oaths, were to pro- 
nounce their peer guilty or not guilty. When we hear 
such nonsense delivered from the bench, and find it sup- 
ported by a labored train of sophistry, which a plain un- 
derstanding is unable to follow, and which an unlearned 
Jury, however it may shock their reason, cannot be sup- 
posed qualified to refute, can it be wondered that they 
should return a verdict perplexed, absurd, or Imperfect? 
Lord Mansfield has not yet explained to the world, why 
he accepted of a verdict which the court afterwards set 
aside as illegal; and which, as It took no notice of the In- 
uendoes, did not even correspond with his own charge. 
If he had known his own duty, he should have sent the 
Jury back. I speak advisedly, and am well assured, that 
no lawyer of character, in Westminster-hall, will contra- 
dict me. To show the falsehood of lord Mansfield's doc- 
trine, it is not necessary to enter Into the merits of the 
paper which produced the triaL If every line of it were 
treason, his charge to the Jury would still be false, ab- 
surd, illegal, and unconstitutional. If I stated the merits 



PREFACE. 15 

of my letter to the king, I should imitate lord Mansfield^ 
and travel* out of the record. When law and reason 
speak plainly, we do not want authority to direct our un- 
derstandings. Yet, for the honor of the profession, I am 
oontent to oppose one lawyer to another; especially when 
It happens that the king's attorney-general has virtually 
disclaimed the doctrine by which the chief justice meant 
to ensure success to the prosecution. The opinion of the 
plaintiff's counsel (however it may otherwise be insignifi- 
cant) is weighty in the scale of the defendant. My lord 

*The following quotation from a speech delivered by 
lord Chatham, on the lithof December, 1770, is taken with 
exactness. The reader will find it curious in itself, and 
ve^ fit to be inserted here. "My lords, the verdict given 
in woodfairs trial was, *guilty of printing and publishing 
only;* upon Which two motions were made in court; one, 
in arrest of Judgment, by the defendant's counsel, ground- 
ed upon the ambiguity of the verdict; the other, by the 
counsel for the crown, for a rule upon the defendant, to 
show cause whv the verdict should not be entered up ac- 
cording to the legal import of the words. On both mo- 
tions a rule was granted; and soon after the matter was 
argued before the court of king's bench. The noble 
judge, when he delivered the opinion of the court upon 
the verdict, went regularly through the whole of the pro- 
ceedings at Nisi Prius, as well the evidence that had been 
given, as his own charge to the jury. This proceeding 
would have been very proper, had a motion been made on 
either side for anew trial; because either a verdict given 
oontraiy to evidence, or an improper charge by the judge 
at Nisi Prius, is held to be a sufficient ground for grant- 
ing a new trial. But when a motion is made in arrest of 
judgment, or for establishing the verdict, by entering it 
up according to the legal import of the words, it must be 
on the ground of something appearing on the face of the 
record; and the court, in considering whether the verdict 
shall be established or not, are so confined to the record, 
that they cannot take any notice of anything that does 
not appear on the face of it; in the legal phrase, they 
cannot travel out of the record. The noble judge did 
travel out of the record; and I affirm, that his discourse 
was Irregular, extrajudicial, and unprecedented. His ap- 
parent motive for doing what he knew to be wrong, was 
that he might have an opportunity of telling the public 
extrajudicially, that the other three judges concurred in 
the doctrine laid down in his charge." 
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chief Justice de Grey, who filed the information ex 
officio, is directly with me. If he had concurred in lord 
Mansfield's doctrine, the trial must have been a very short 
one. The facts were either admitted by Woodfall's coun- 
sel, or easily proved to the satisfaction of the jury; but 
Mr. de Grey, far from thinking he should acquit himself 
of his duty, by barely provingr the facts, entered largely, 
and I confess, not without ability, into the demerits of 
the paper, which he called a seditious libeL He dwelt but 
lightly upon those points which (according to lord Mans- 
field) were the only matter of consideration to the Jury. 
The criminal intent, the libellous matter, the i)emicious 
tendency of the paper itself, were the topics on which he 
principally insisted, and of which, for more than an hour, 
he tortured his faculties to convince the Jury. If he 
agreed in opinion with lord Mansfield, his discourse was 
impertinent, ridiculous, and unreasonable. But under- 
standing the law as I do, what he said was at least cour 
sistent, and to the purpose. 

If any honest man should still be inclined to leave the 
construction of libels to the court, I would entreat him 
to consider what a dreadful complication of hardships he 
imposes upon his fellow subjects. In the first place, the 
prosecution commences by information of an officer of 
the crown, not by the regular constitutional mode of in- 
dictment before a grand Jury. As the fact is usually ad- 
mitted, or, in general can easily be proved, the office of 
the petty Jury is nugatory: the court then Judges of the 
nature and extent of the offense, and determines, ad 
arbitrium, the quantum of the punishment, from a small 
fine to a heavy one, to repeated whipping, to pillory, and 
unlimited imprisonment. Cutting off ears and noses 
might still be inflicted by a resolute Judge: but I will be 
candid enough to suppose that penalties, so apparently 
shocking to humanity, would not be hazarded in these 
times. In all other criminal prosecutions the jury de- 
cides upon the fact and the crime in one word, and the 
court pronounces a certain sentence which is the sen- 
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tence of the law, not of the judg-e. If lord Mansfield's 
doctrine be received, the jury must either find a verdict 
of acquittal, contrary to evidence, which, I can conceive, 
might be done by very conscientious men, rather than 
trust a fellow-creature to lord Mansfield's mercy; or they 
must leave to the court two offices, never but in this in- 
stance united, of finding guilty, and awarding punish- 
ment. 

*^But,'*say8 this honest lord chief Justice, " if the paper 
be not criminal, the defendant (though found guilty by 
his peers) is in no danger, for he may move the court in 
arrest of judgment.*' True, my good lord; but who is to 
determine upon the motion ? Is not the court still to de- 
cide, whether judgment shall be entered up or not ? and 
is not the defendant this way as effectually deprived of 
judgment by his peers, as if he were tried in a court of 
civil law, or in the chambers of the inquisition ? It is 
you, my lord, who then try the crime, not the jury. As 
to the probable effect of the motion in arrest of judg^ 
ment, I shall only observe, that no reasonable man would 
be so eager to possess himself of the invidious power of 
inflicting punishment, if he were not predetermined to 
make use of it. 

Again, we are told that judge and jury have a distinct 
office; that the jury is to find the fact, and the judge to 
deliver the law. "De jure respondent judices, de facto 
jurati." The dictum is true, though not in the sense 
given to it by lord Mansfield. The jury are undoubtedly 
to determine the fact; that is, whether the defendant did 
or did not commit the crime charged against him. The 
judge pronounces the sentence annexed by law to that 
fact so found; and if, in the course of the trial, any ques- 
tion of law arises, both the counsel and the jury must, of 
necessity, appeal to the judge, and leave it to his decision. 
An exception, or plea in bar, may be allowed by the 
court; but, when issue is joined, and the jury have re- 
ceived their charge, it is not possible, in the nature of 
things, for them to separate the law from the fact, unless 
they think proper to return a special verdict. 
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It has also been allegred, that, although a common Jury 
are sufBcient to determine a plain matter of fact, they 
are not qualified to comprehend the meaning, or to judge 
of the tendency of a seditious libel. In answer to this 
objection (which, if well founded, would prove nothing 
as to the strict right of returning a general verdict) I 
might safely deny the truth of this assertion. English- 
men, of that rank from which juries are usually taken, 
are not so illiterate as (to serve a particular purpose) they 
arc now represented : or, admitting the fact, let a special 
jury be summoned in all cases of diflSculty and impor- 
tance, and the objection is removed. But the truth is, 
that if a paper, supposed to be a iibel upon government, 
be so obscurely worded, that twelve common men cannot 
possibly see the seditious meaning and tendency of it, it 
is in effect no libel. It cannot inflame the minds of the 
people, nor alienate their affections from government; 
for they no more understand what it means, than if it 
were published in a language unknown to them. 

Upon the whole matter, it appears, to my understanding, 
clear, beyond a doubt, that, if. In any future prosecution 
for a seditious libel, the jury should bring in a verdict of 
acquittal, not warranted by the evidence, it will be owing 
to the false and absurd doctrines laid down by lord Mans- 
field. Disgusted at the odious artifices made use of by 
the judge to mislead and perplex them, guarded against 
his sophistry, and convinced of the falsehood of his as- 
sertions, they may, perhaps, determine to thwart his de- 
testable purpose, and defeat him at any rate. To him. at 
least, they will do substantial justice. Whereas, if the 
whole charge laid in the Information be fairly and hon- 
estly submitted to the jury, there is no reason whatsoever 
to presume that twelve men, upon their oaths, will not 
decide impartially between the king and the defendant. 
The numerous instances, in our state trials, of verdicts 
recovered for the king, suflBciently refute the false and 
scandalous imputations thrown, by the abettors of lord 
Mansfield, upon the integrity of juries. But, even admit- 
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tingrthe supposition, that, in times of universal discon- 
tent, arising from the notorious mal-administration of 
public alTairs, a seditious writer should escape punish- 
ment, it makes nothing against my general argument. If 
Juries are fallible, to what other tribunal shall we appeal? 
If juries cannot safely be trusted, shall we unite the 
offices of judge and jury, so wisely divided by the consti- 
tution, and trust implicitly to lord Monsfield? Are the 
judges of the court of king's bench more likely to be uch 
biassed and impartial than twelve yeomen, burgesses, or 
gentlemen, taken indifferently from the country at large? 
Or, in short, shall there be no decision, until we have in* 
stituted a tribunal from which no possible abuse or in- 
convenience whatsoever can arise? If I am not grossly 
mistaken, these questions carry a decisive answer along 
with them. 

Having cleared the freedom of the press from a re- 
straint equally unnecessary and Illegal, I return to the 
use which has been made of it in the present publication. 

National reflections, I confess, are not justified in 
theory, nor upon any general principles. To know how 
well they are deserved, and how justly they have been 
applied, we must have the evidence of facts before us. 
We must be conversant with the Scots in private life, and 
observe their principles of acting to us and to each 
other; the characteristic prudence, the selfish nation- 
ality, the indefatigable smile, the persevering assiduitv, 
the everlasting profession of a discreet and moderate re- 
sentment. If the instance were not too important for an 
experiment, it might not be amiss to confide a little in 
their integrity. Without any abstract reasoning upon 
causes and effects, we shall soon be convinced, by ex* 
perience, that the Scots, transplanted from their own 
country, are always a distinct and separate body from the 
people who receive them. In other settlements, they only 
love themselves: in England they cordially love them- 
selves, and as cordially hate their neighbors. For the re- 
mainder, of their good qualities I must appeal to the 
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reader's observation, unless he will accept of my lord 
Barringrton's authority in a letter to the late lord Mal- 
combe, published by Mr. Lee: he expresses himself with 
a truth and accuracy not very common in his lordship's 
lucubrations. ** And Cockbum, like most of his country- 
men, is as abject to those above him, as he is insolent to 
those below him." I am far from meaning to impeach 
the articles of the union. If the true spirit of those arti- 
cles were religiously adhered to, we should not see such 
a multitude of Scotch commoners in the lower house, as 
representatives of English boroughs, while not a single 
Scotch borough is ever represented by an Englishman: 
we should not see English peerages given to Scotch 
ladies, or to the elder sons of Scotch peers, and the num- 
ber of sixteen doubled and trebled by a scandalous eva- 
sion of the act of union. If it should ever be thought ad- 
visable to dissolve an act, the violation or observance of 
which is invariably directed by the advantage and inter* 
est of the Scots, I shall say very sincerely, with Sir Ed- 
ward Coke,* ** When poor England stood alone, and had 
not the access of another kingdom, and yet had more and 
as potent enemies as it now hath, yet the king of England 
prevailed " 

Some opinion may now be expected from me, upon a 
point of equal delicacy to the writer, and hazard to the 
printer. When the character of the chief magistrate is 
in question, more must be understood than may be safely 
expressed. If it be really a part of our constitution, and 
not a mere dictum of the law, that the king can do no 
wrong, it is not the only instance, in the wisest of human 
Institutions, where theory is at variance with practice. 
That the sovereign of this country is not amenable to any 
form of trial known to the laws, is unquestionable: but 
exemption from punishment is a singular privilege an- 
nexed to the royal character, and no way excludes the 
possibility of deserving it. How long, and to what ex- 

* Parliamentary History, vol. ii, p. 400. 
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tent, a king of England may be protected by the forms, 
when he violates the spirit of the constitution, deserves 
to be considered. A mistake in this matter proved fatal 
to Charles and his son. For my own part, far from think- 
ing that the king can do no wrong, far from suffering 
myself to be deterred or imposed upon by the language 
of forms, in opposition to the substantial evidence of 
truth; if it were my misfortune to live under the in- 
auspicious reign of a prince, whose whole life was em- 
ployed in one base, contemptible struggle with the free 
spirit of his people, or in the detestable endeavor to cor- 
rupt their moral principles, I would not scruple to de- 
clare to him, ** Sir, you alone are the author of the great- 
est wrong to your subjects and to yourself. Instead of 
reigning in the hearts . of your people, instead of comr 
manding their lives and fortunes through the medium of 
their afTections; has not the strength of the crown, 
whether influence or prerogative, been uniformly ex- 
erted, for eleven years together, to support a narrow, 
pitiful system of government which defeats itself, and 
answers no one purpose of real power, profit, or per* 
sonal satisfaction to you? With the greatest unappro- 
priated revenue of any prince in Europe, have we not 
seen you reduced to such vile and sordid distresses, as 
would have conducted any other man to a prison ? With 
a great military, and the greatest naval power in the 
known world, have not foreign nations repeatedly in- 
sulted you with impunity? Is it not notorious that the 
vast revenues, extorted from the labor and industry of 
your subjects, and given you to do honor to yourself and 
to the nation, are dissipated in corrupting their repre- 
sentatives? Are you a prince of the house of Hanover, 
and do you exclude all the leading Whig families from 
your councils? Do you profess to govern according to 
law, and is it consistent with that profession to impart 
your confidence and affection to those men only who, 
though now, perhaps, detached from the desperate cause 
of the pretender, are marked in this country by an hered- 
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itary attachment to higrh and arbitrary principles of gov- 
ernment? Are you so infatuated as to take the sense of 
your people from the representation of ministers, or 
from the shouts of a mob, notoriously hired to surround 
your coach, or stationed at a theatre? And if you are, in 
reality, that public man, that king, that magistrate, which 
these questions suppose you to be , is it any answer to 
your people, to say, that among your domestics you are 
good-humored, that to one lady you are faithful, that to 
your children you are indulgent? Sir, the man who ad • 
dresses you in these terms, is your best friend : he would 
willingly hazard his life in defense of your title to the 
crown; and, if power be yonr object, will still show you 
how possible it is for a king of England, by the noblest 
means, to be the most absolute prince In Europe. You 
have no enemies, sir, but those who persuade you to aim 
at power without right, and who think it flattery to tell 
you, that the character of king dissolves the natural re« 
lation between gruilt and punisment." 

I cannot conceive that there is a heart so callous, or 
an understanding so depraved, as to attend to a discourse 
of this nature, and not to feel the force of it. But where 
is the man, among those who have access to the closet, 
resolute and honest enough to deliver it ? The liberty of 
the press is our only resource: it will command an audi- 
ence when every honest man in the kingdom is excluded. 
This glorious privilege may be a security to the king as 
well as a resource to his people. Had there been no star- 
chamber, there would have been no rebellion against 
Charles the First. The constant censure and admonition 
of the press would have corrected his conduct, prevented 
a civil war, and saved him from an ignominious death. I 
am no friend to the doctrine of precedents, exclusive of 
right; though lawyers often tell us, that whatever has 
been once done may lawfully be done again. I shall con- 
clude this preface with a quotation, applicable to the sub- 
ject, from a foreign writer,* whose Essay on the English 

* Monsieur de Lolme. 



PREFACE. 23 

• 

Constitution I beg leave to recommend to the public, as a 
performance deep, solid, and ingenious. 

** In short, whoever considers what it is that constitutes 
the moving principle of what we call great affairs, and 
the invincible sensibility of man to the opinion of his fel- 
low-creatures, will not hesitate to affirm, that if it were 
possible for the liberty of the press to exist in a despotic 
government, and (what is not less difficultXor it to exist 
without changing the constitution, this liberty of the 
press would alone form a counterpoise to the i)ower of 
the prince. If, for example, in an empire of the East, a 
sanctuary could be found, which, rendered respectable 
by the ancient religion of the people, might ensure safety 
to those who should bring thither their observations of 
any kind; and that, from thence, printed papers should 
issue, which, under a certain seal, might be equally re 
spected, and which, in their daily appearance, should ex- 
amine and freely discuss the conduct of the cadis, the 
bashaws, the vizir, the divan, and the sultan himself; 
that would Introduce immediately some degree of lib- 
erty." 
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LETTER L 

Addressed to the Fbinter of the Pubuo Adyebtiseb. 

SIB, January 21, 1709. 

The sabmission of a free people to the executive 
authority of government, is no more than a compli- 
ance with laws which they themselves have enacted. 
While the national honor is firmly maintained abroad, 
and while justice is impartially administered at home, 
the obedience of the subject will be voluntary, cheer- 
ful, and, I might almost say, unlimited. A generous 
nation is grateful even for the preservation of its 
rights, and willingly extends the respect due to the 
office of a good prince into an affection for his person. 
Loyalty, in the heart and understanding of an Eng- 
lishman, is a rational attachment to the guardian of 
the laws. Prejudices and passion have sometimes 
carried it to a criminal length, and, whatever for- 
eigners may imagine, we know that Englishman have 
erred as much in a mistaken zeal for particular per- 
sons and families, as they ever did in defense of what 
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they thought most dear and interesting to them- 
selves. 

It naturally fills us with resentmient, to see such a 
temper insulted and abused. la reading the history 
of a free people, whose rigH^ have been invaded, we 
are interested in/tb^ cause. Our own feelings tell 
us how long l^ey'jought to have submitted, and at 
what mtoien); it* would have been treachery to them- 
s^lcea not^to have resisted. How much warmer will 
* Ije'p.ur'resentment, if experience should bring the fia- 
Ja^ example home to ourselves ! 

Th& situation of this country is alarming enough 
to rouse the attention of every man who pretends to 
a concern for the public welfare. Appearances justi- 
fy suspicion \ and when the safety of a nation is at 
stake, suspicion is a just ground of inquiry. Let us 
enter into it vfith candor and decency. Eespect is 
due to the station of ministers ; and, if a resolution 
must at last be taken, there is none so likely to be 
supported with firmness, as that which has been 
adopted v^th moderation. 

The ruin or prosperity of a state depends so much 
upon the administration of its government, that, to 
be acquainted with the merit of a ministry, we need 
only observe the condition of the people. If we see 
them obedient to the laws, prosperous in their in- 
dustry, united at home, and respected abroad, we 
may reasonably presume that their affairs are con- 
ducted by men of experience, abilities, and virtue. 
If, on the contrary, we see an universal spirit of dis- 
trust and dissatisfaction, a rapid decay of trade, dis- 



JUNIUS. 27 

sensions in all parts of the empire, and a total loss 
of respect in the eyes of foreign powers, we may pro- 
nounce, without hesitation, that the government of 
that country is weak, distracted, and corrupt. The 
multitude, in all countries, are patient to a certain 
point. Ill usage may rouse their indignation, and 
hurry them into excesses ; but the original fault is in 
government. Perhaps there never was an instance of 
a change in the circumstances and temper of a whole 
nation so sudden and extraordinary as that which 
the misconduct of ministers has, within these few 
years, produced in Great Britain. When our gracious 
sovereign ascended the throne, we were a flourishing 
and a contented people. If the personal virtues of a 
king could have insured the happiness of his subjects, 
the scene could not have altered so entirely as it has 
done. The idea of uniting all parties, of trying all 
characters, and distributing the offices of state by 
rotation, was gracious and benevolent to an extreme, 
though it has not yet produced the many salutary 
effects which were intended by it. To say nothing of 
the wisdom of such a plan, it undoubtedly arose from 
an unbounded goodness of heart, in which folly had 
no share. It was not a capricious partiality to new 
faces ; it was not a natural turn for low intrigue ; nor 
was it the treacherous amusement of double and triple 
negotiations. No, sir, it arose from a continued 
anxielrjr, in the purest of all possible hearts, for the 
general welfare. Unfortunately for us, the event has 
not been answerable to the design. After a rapid 
succession of changes, we are reduced to that state 
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which hardly any change can mend. Tet there is no 
extremity of distress, which^ of itself, ought to re- 
duce a great nation to despair. It is not the disor- 
der, but the physician : it is not a casual concurrence 
of calamitous circumstances ; it is the pernicious hand 
of government which alone can make a whole people 
desperate. 

Without much political sagacity, or any extraordi- 
nary depth of observation, we need only mark how 
the principal departments of the state are bestowed, 
and look no farther for the true cause of every mis- 
chief that befalls us. 

The finances* of a nation, sinking under its debts 
and expenses, are committed to a young nobleman, 
already ruined by play. Introduced to act under the 
auspices of lord Chatham, and left at the head of 
affairs by that nobleman's retreat, he became minis- 
ter by accident: but deserting the principles and pro- 
fessions which gave him a moment's popularity, we 
see him from every honorable engagement to the 
public, an apostate by design. As for business, the 
world yet knows nothing of his talents or resolution ; 
unless a wayward, wavering inconsistency be a mark 
of genius, and caprice a demonstration of spirit. It may 



* The duke of Grafton took the office of secretary of 
state, with an engagrer-'ent to support the marquis of 
Kockingham's administration. He resigned, however, in 
a little time, under pretense that he could not act without 
lord Chatham, nor bear to see Mr. Wilkes abandoned ; but 
that under lord Chatham, he would act in any office. 
This was the signal of lord Rockingham's dismission. 
When lord Chatham came in, the duke got possession of 
the treasury. Reader, mark the consequence I 
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be said, perhaps that it is his grace's province, as sure 
ly it is his passion, rather to distribute than to save the 
public money ; and that while lord North is chancel- 
lor of the exchequer, the first lord of the treasury 
may be as thoughtless and extravagant as he pleases. 
I hope, however, he will not rely too much on the 
fertility of lord North's genius for finance : his lord- 
ship is yet to give us the first proof of his abilities. 
It may be candid to suppose that he has hitherto 
voluntarily concealed his talents; intending, per- 
haps, to astonish the world, when we least expect it, 
with a knowledge of trade, a choice of expedients, 
and a depth of resources, equal to the necessities, and 
far beyond the hopes of his country. He must now 
exert the whole power of his capacity, if he would 
wish us to forji^et, that, since he has been in office, no 
plan has been formed, no system adhered to, nor any 
one important measure adopted for the relief of pub- 
lic credit. If his plan for the service of the current 
year be not irrevocably fixed on, let me warn him to 
think seriously of consequences, before he ventures 
to increase the public debt. Outraged and oppressed 
as we are, this nation will not bear, after a six years' 
peace, to see new millions borrowed, without an 
eventual diminution of debt, or reduction of interest* 
The attempt might rouse a spirit of resentment which 
might reach beyond the sacrifice of a minister. As 
to the debt upon the civil list, the people of England 
expect that it will not be paid without a strict in- 
quiry how it was incurred. If it must be paid by 
parliament) let me advise the chancellor of the ex- 
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chequer to think of some better expedient than a 
lottery. To support an expensive war, or in circum- 
stances of absolute necessity, a lottery may, perhaps, 
be allowable ; but, besides that it is at all times the ' 
very worst way of raising money upon the people, I 
think it ill becomes the royal dignity to have the 
debts of a king provided for, like the repairs of a 
country bridge, or a decayed hospital. The manage- 
ment of the king's affairs in the house of commons, 
cannot be more disgraced than it has been. A lead- 
ing minister* repeatedly called down for absolute 
ignorance, ridiculous motions ridiculouisly with- 
drawn, deliberate plans disconcerted, and a week's 
preparation of graceful oratory lost in a moment, 
give us some, though not adequate ideas, of lord 
North's parliamentary abilities and influence. Yet, 
before he had the misfortune of being chancellor of 
the exchequer, he was neither an object of derision 
to his enemies, nor of melancholy pity to his 
friends. 

Aseriesofinconsistentmeasureshasalienatedthecol- 
onies from their duty as subj ects, and from their natural 
affection to their common country. When Mr. Grenville 
was placed at the head of the treasury, he felt the im- 
possibility of Great Britain's supporting such an 
establishment, as her former successes had made in- 
dispensable, and at the same time of giving any 
sensible relief to foreign trade, and to the weight of 
the public debt. He thought it equitable, that those 
parts of the empire which had benefited most by the 

* This happened frequently to poor lord North. 
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expenses of the war, should contribute something to 
the expenses of the peace, and he had no doubt of the 
constitutional right vested in parliament to raise the 
contribution. But, unfortunately for his country, 
Mr. Grenville was at any rate to be distressed, be- 
cause he was minister ; and Mr. Pitt* and lord Cam- 
den were to be the patrons of America, because they 
were in opposition. Their declamation gave spirit 
and argument to the colonies ; and while, perhaps, 
they meant no more than the ruin of a minister, they, 
in effect, divided one half of the empire from the 
other. 

Under one administration the stamp-act is made ; 
under the second it is repealed ; under the third, in 
spite of all experience, a new mode of taxing the 
colonies is invented, and a question revived which 
ought to have been buried in oblivion. In these cir- 
cumstances a new office is established for the busi- 
ness of the plantations, and the earl of Hillsborough 
called forth, at a most critical season, to govern 
America. The choice, at least, announced to us a 
man of superior capacity aiid knowledge. Whether 
he be so or not, let his despatches, as far as they 
have appeared, let his measures, as far as they have 
operated, determine for him. In the former we have 
seen strong assertions without proof, declamation 
without argument, and violent censures without 
dignity or moderation; but neither correctness in 
the composition, nor judgment in the design. As for 

* Tet Junius has been called the partisan of lord Chat- 
ham. 
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his measures, let it be Temembered, that he was 
called upon to conciliate and nnite ; and that, when 
he entered into office, the most refractory of the 
colonies were still disposed to proceed by the con- 
stitutional methods of petition, and remonstrance* 
Since that period they have been driven into ex- 
cesses little short of rebellion. Petitions have been 
hindered from reaching the throne ; and the continu- 
ance of one of the principal assemblies rested upon 
an arbitrary condition,* which, considering the tem- 
per they were in, it was impossible they should com- 
ply with ; and which would have availed nothing as 
to the general question, if it had been complied with. 
So violent, and, I believe, I may call it, so uncon- 
stitutional, an exertion of the prerogative, to say 
nothing of the weak, uojudicious terms in which it 
was conveyed, gives us as humble an opinion of his 
lordship's capacity, as it does of his temper and 
moderation. While we are at peace with other 
nations, our military force may, perhaps, be spared 
to support the earl of Hillsborough's measures in 
America. Whenever that force shall be necessarily 
withdrawn or diminished, the dismission of such a 
minister will neither console us for his imprudence, 
nor remove the settled resentment of a people, who, 
complaining of an act of the legislature, are outraged 
by an unwarrantable stretch of prerogative; and, 
supporting their claims by argument, are insulted 
with declamation. 

* That they should retract one of their resolutions, and 
erase the entry of it. 
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Drawing lots would be a prudent and reasonable 
method of appointing the officers of state, compared 
to a late disposition of the secretary's office. Lord 
Rochford was acquainted with the affairs and tem- 
per of the southern courts; lord Weymouth was 
equally qualified for either department:* by what 
unaccountable caprice has it happened, that the lat- 
ter, who pretends to no experience whatsoever, is re- 
moved to the most important of the two depart- 
ments ; and the former, by preference, placed in an 
office where his experience can be of no use to him ? 
Lord Weymouth had distinguished himself, in his 
first employment, by a spirited, if not judicious con- 
duct. He had animated the civil magistrate beyond 
. the tone of civil authority, and had directed the 
operations of the army to more than military exe- 
cution. Recovered from the errors of his youth, 
from the distraction of play, and the bewitching 
smiles of Burgundy, behold him exerting the whole 
strength of his clear, unclouded faculties in the ser- 
vice of the crown. It was not the heat of midnight 
excesses, nor ignorance of the laws, nor the furious 
spirit of the house of Bedford ; no, sir, when this 
respectable minister interred his authority between 
the magistrate and the people, and signed the man- 
date, on which for aught he knew, the lives of 
thousands depended, he did it from the deliberate 
motion of his heart; supported by the best of his 

judgment. 

*It was pretended that the earl of Rochford, while am 
bassador In France, had quarrelled with the duke of 
Choiseul; and that, therefore, he was appointed to the 
northern department, out of compliment to the French 
minister. 

8 
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It has lately been a fashion to pay a compliment 
to the bravery and generosity of the commander-in- 
chief,* at the expense of his understanding. They 
who love him least make no question of his courage, 
while his Mends dwell chiefly on the facility of his 
disposition. Admitting him to b.e as brave as a total 
absence of all feeling and reflection can make him, 
let us see what sort of merit he derives from the re- 
mainder of his character. If it be generosity to accu- 
mulate, in his own person and family, a number of 
lucrative employments ; to provide, at the public ex- 
pense, for every creature that bears the name of Man- 
ners ; and, neglecting the merit and services of the 
rest of the army, to heap promotions upon his &vor- 
ites and dependents ; the present commander-in- 
chief is the most generous man alive. Nature has 
been sparing of her gifts to this noble lord; but 
where birth and fortune are united, we expect the 
noble pride and independence of a man of spirit, not 
the servile humiliating complaisance of a courtier. 
As to the goodness of his heart, if a proof of it be 
taken from the facility of never refusing, what con- 
clusion shall we draw from the indecency of never 
performing ? And if the discipline of the army be in 
any degree preserved, what thanks are due to a man, 
whose cares, notoriously confined to filling up vacan- 
cies, have degraded the office of commander-in-chiefj^ 
into a broker of commissions? 

With respect to the navy, I shall only say, that 
this country is so highly indebted to Sir Edwarc^ 

* Tfe? l*te Igrcl Granby. 
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Hawke, that no expense should be spared to secure 
to him an honorable and affluent retreat. 

The pure and impartial administration of justice is^ 
perhaps, the firmest bond to secure a cheerful sub- 
mission of the people, and to engage their affections 
to government. It is not sufficient that questions of 
private right or wrong are justly decided, nor that 
judges are superior to the vileness of pecuniary cor- 
ruption. Jefferies himself, when the court had no 
interest, was an upright judge. A court of justice 
may be subject to another sort of bias, more impor- 
tant and pernicious, as it reaches beyond the interest 
of individuals, and affects the whole community. A 
judge, under the influence of government, may be 
honest enough in the decision of private causes, yet 
a traitor to the public. When a victim is marked 
out by the ministry, this judge will offer himself to 
perform the sacrifice : he will not scruple to prostitute 
his dignity, and betray the sanctity of his office, 
whenever an arbitrary point is to be carried for gov- 
ernment, or the resentment of a court to be gratified. 

These principles and proceedings, odious and con- 
temptible as they are, in effect are no less ii\judicious. 
A wise and generous people are roused by every ap- 
pearance of oppressive, unconstitutional measures, 
whether those measures are supported only by the 
power of government, or masked under the forms of 
a court of justice. Prudence and self-preservation 
will oblige the most moderate dispositions to make 
common cause even vnth a man whose conduct they 
censure, if they see him persecuted in a way which 
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the real spirit of the laws will not justify. The &ct8 
on which these remarks are founded are too notorious 
to require an application. 

This, sir, is the detail. In one view behold a nation 
overwhelmed with debt; her revenues wasted, her 
trade declining ; the affections of her colonies alien- 
ated ; the duty of the magistrate transferred to the 
soldiery ; a gallant army, which never fought unwill- 
ingly but against their fellow subjects, mouldering 
away for want of the direction of a man of common 
abilities and spirit; and in the last instance, the ad- 
ministration of justice become odious and suspected to 
the whole body of the people. This deplorable scene 
admits of but one addition ; that we are governed by 
counsels from which a reasonable man can expect no 
remedy but poison : no relief but death. 

If, by the immediate interposition of Providence, it 
were possible for us to escape a crisis so full of 
terror and despair, posterity will not believe the his- 
tory of the present times . They will either conclude 
that our distresses were imaginary, or that we had 
the good fortune to be governed by men of acknowl- 
edged integrity and wisdom : they will not believe \t 
possible, that their ancestors could have sur- 
vived or recovered from so desperate a condition, 
while a duke of Grafton was prime minister, a lord 
North chancellor of the exchequer ; a Weymouth and 
a Hillsborough secretaries of state ; a Granby com- 
mander-in-chief; and a Mansfield chief criminal 

judge of the kingdom. 

JUNIUS. 
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LETTER II. 
To THE Printer »f the Public Advertiser* 

SlU, January 28, 1769. 

The kingdom swarms with such numbers of felon- 
ions robbers of private character and virtue, that no 
honest or good man is safe; especially as these cow- 
ardly, base assassins, stab in the dark, without hav- 
ing the courage to sign their real names to their 
malevolent and wicked productions. A writer, w^ho 
signs himself Junius, in the Public Advertiser of the 
21st instant, opens the deplorable situation of his 
country in a very affecting manner. With a pompous 
parade of his candor and decency, he tells us that 
we see dissensions in all parts of the empire, an uni- 
versal spirit of distrust and dissatis£BM;tion, and a 
total loss of respect towards us in the eyes of foreign 
powers. But this writer, with all his boasted can- 
dor, has not told us the real cause of the evils he so 
pathetically enumerates. I shall take the liberty to 
explain the cause for him. Junius, and such writers 
as himself, occasion all the mischief complained of, 
by fidsely and maliciously traducing the best charac- 
ters in the kingdom: for when our deluded people at 
home, and foreigners abroad, read the poisonous and 
inflammatory libels that are daily published with 
impunity, to vilify those who are any way distin- 
guished by their good qualities and eminent virtues ; 
when they find no notice taken of, or reply given to 
these slanderous tongues or pens, their conclusion is, 
that both the ministers and the nation have been 
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fairly described, and they act accordingly. I think 
it, therefore, the duty of every good citizen to stand 
forth, and endeavor to undeceive the public, when 
the vilest arts are made use of to defame and blacken 
the brightest characters among us. An eminent 
author affirms it to be almost as criminal to hear a 
worthy man traduced, without attempting his justi- 
fication, as to be the author of the calumny against 
him. For my own part, I think it a sort of mis- 
prision of treason against society. No man, there- 
fore, who knows lord Granby, can possibly hear so 
good and great a character most vilely abused, with- 
out a warm and just indignation against this Junius, 
this high-priest of envy, malice,- and all uncharita- 
bleness, who has endeavored to sacrifice our beloved 
commander-in-chief at the altars of his horrid 
deities. Nor is the injury done to his lordship alone, 
but to the whole nation, which may too soon feel the 
contempt, and consequently the attacks, of our late 
enemies, if they can be induced to believe that the 
person on whom the safety of these kingdoms so 
much depends, is unequal to his high station, and 
destitute of those qualities which form a good gen- 
eral. One would have thought that his lordship's 
services in the cause of his country, from the battle 
of Culloden to his most glorious conclusion of the 
late war, might have entitled him to common respect 
and decency at least ; but this uncandid, indecent 
writer, has gone so far as to turn one of the most 
amiable men of the age into a stupid, unfeeling, and 
senseless being; possessed, indeed, of a personal 
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courage, bnt void of those essential qualities which 
distinguish the commander from the common soldier. 
A very long, uninterrupted, impartial, (I Tirill add, 
a most disinterested) Menflship with lord Granby, 
gives me the right to affirm, that all Junius's asser- 
tions are'&lse and scandalous. Lord Granby 's cour- 
age, though of the brightest and most ardent kind, is 
among the lowest of his numerous good qualities: he 
was formed to excel in war, by nature's liberality to 
his mind 9s well as person. Educated and instructed 
by his most noble father, and a most spirited as well 
as excellent scholar, the present bishop of Bangor, he 
was trained to the nicest sense of honor, and to the 
truest and noblest sort of pride, that of never doing 
or suffering a mean action. . A sincere love and at- 
tachment to his king and country, and to their glory, 
first impelled him to the field, where he never gained 
aught but honor. He impaired, through his bounty, 
his own fortune ; for his bounty, which this writer 
would in vain depredate, is founded upon the noblest 
of the human affections ; it flows from a heart melt- 
ing to goodness; ftom. the most refined humanify. 
Can a man, who is described as unfeeling and void 
of refiection, be constantly employed in seeking 
proper objects, on whom to exercise those glorious 
virtues of compassion and generosity? The dis- 
tressed officer, the soldier, the widow, the orphan, 
and a long list besides, know that vanity has no share 
in his frequent donations ; he gives, because he flsels 
their distresses. Nor has he ever been rapacious with 
one hand, to be bountiful with the other. Yet this 
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uncandid Jnnios would insinuate, that the dignity 
of the commander-in-chief is depraved into the base 
office of a commission-broker ; that is, lord Granby 
bargains for the sale iSt commissions; for it must 
have this meaning, if it has any at all. But where 
is the man living who can justly charge his lordship 
with such mean practices ? Why does not Junius 
produce him ? Jimius knows that he has no other 
means of wounding this hero, than from some missile 
weapon, shot from an obscure comer. He seeks, as 
all such defamatory writers do, 



spargrere voces 



In vulgrum ambigruas, 

to raise suspicion in the minds of the people. But 
I hope that my countrymen will be no longer im- 
posed upon by artful and designing men, or by 
wretches, who, bankrupts in business, in fame, and 
in fortune, mean nothing more than to involve this 
country in the same common ruin ¥rith themselves. 
Hence it is, that they are constantly aiming their 
dark, and too often fatal, weapons against those who 
stand forth as the bulwark of our national safety. 
Lord Granby was too conspicuous a mark not to be 
their object. He is next attacked for being unfaith- 
ftil to his promises and engagements. Where are 
Junius's proofs ? Although I could give some in- 
stances where a breach of promise would be a virtue, 
especially in the case of those who would pervert 
the open unsuspecting moments of convivial mirth 
into sly insidious applications for preferment or 
party systems; and would endeavor to surprise a 
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good man, who cannot bear to see any one leave him 
dissatisfied into unguarded promises. Lord Granby's 
attention to his own family and relations is called 
selfish. Had he not attended to them, when fair and 
just opportunities presented themselves, I should 
have thought him unfeeling, and void of reflection 
indeed. How are any man's friends or relations to 
be provided for, but from the influence and protection 
of the patron? It is unfair to suppose that lord 
Granby's Mends have not as much merit as the 
friends of any other great man. If he is generous at 
the public expense, as Junius invidiously calls it, 
the public is at no more expense for his lordship's 
friends, than it would be if any other set of men pos- 
sessed those offices. The charge is ridiculous. 

The last charge against lord Granby is oi a most 
serious and alarming nature indeed. Junius asserts, 
that the army is mouldering away, for want of the 
direction of a man of common abilities and spirit. 
The present condition of the army gives the directest 
lie to his assertions. It was never upon a more re- 
spectable footing with regard to discipline and all the 
essentials that can form good soldiers. Lord Ligonier 
delivered a firm and noble palladium of our safeties 
into lord Granby's hands, who has kept it in the same 
good order in which he received it. The strictest 
care has been taken to fill up the vacant commissions 
with such gentlemen as have the glory of their ances- 
tors to support, as well as their own ; and are doubly 
bound to the cause of their king and country, from 
motives of private property, as well as public spirit. 
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The adjutant-general, who has the immediate care ot 
the troops after lord Granby, is an officer that would 
do great honor to any service in Europe, for his cor- 
rect arrangements, good sense and discernment upon 
all occasions, and for a punctuality and precision 
which give the most entire satisfaction to all who 
are obliged to consult him. The reviewing generals, 
who inspect the army twice a year, have been selected 
with the greatest care, and have answered the impor- 
tant trust reposed in them in the most laudable man- 
ner. Their reports of the condition of the army are 
much more to be credited than those of Junius whom 
I do advise to atone for his shameful aspersions, by 
asking pardon of lord Granby and the whole king- 
dom, whom he has offended by his abominable scan- 
dals. In short, to turn Junius*s own battery against 
him, I must assert in his own words, "that he has 
given strong assertions without proof, declamation 
without argument, and violent censures without dig- 
nity or moderation." 

WILLIAM DRAPER. 



LETTER III. 
To Sir William Draper, Knight op the Bath. 

SIR, February 7, 1769. 

Your defense of lord Granby does honor to the 
goodness of your heart. You feel as you ought to do, 
for the reputation of your friend, and you express 
yourself in the warmest language of your passions. 
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In any other cause, I doubt not you would have cau- 
tiously weighed the consequences of committiuK your 
name to the licentious discourses and malignant opin- 
ions of the world : but here, I presume, you thought 
it would be a breach of fHendship, to lose one mo- 
ment in consulting your understanding ; as if an ap- 
peal to the public were no more than a military coup 
de main, where a brave man has no rules to follow 
but the dictates of his courage. Touched with your 
generosity, I freely forgive the excesses into which it 
has led you ; and, far from resenting those terms of 
reproach, which, considering thatjyou are an advocate 
for decorum, you have heaped upon me rather too 
liberally, I placed them to the account of an honest 
unreflecting indignation, in which your cooler judg- 
ment and natural politeness had no concern. I ap- 
prove of the spirit with which you have given your 
name to the public ; and, if it were a proof of any 
thing but spirit, I should have thought myself bound 
to follow your example. I should have hoped that 
even mir name might carry some authority with it, if 
I had not seen how very little weight or considera- 
tion a printed paper receives, even from the respecta- 
ble signature of sir William Draper. 

Tou begin with a general assertion, that writers, such 
as I am, are the real cause ^of all the public evils we 
complain of. And do you really think, sir William, 
that the licentious pen of a political writer is able to 
produce such important effects ? A little calm reflec- 
tion mi^ht have shownlyou, that national calamities do 
not arise from the description, but from the real 
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character and conduct of ministers. To have sup- 
ported your assertion, you should have proved, that 
the present ministry are unquestionably the heat and 
brightest characters of the kingdom ; and that, if the 
affections of the colonies have been alienated, if Cor- 
sica has been shamefully abandoned, if commerce lan- 
guishes, if public credit is threatened with a new 
debt, and your own Manilla ransom most dishonora- 
bly given up, it has all been owing to the malice of 
political writers, who will not suffer the best and 
brightest characters (meaning still the present min- 
istry) to take a single right step for the honor or in- 
terest of the nation. But it seems you were a little 
tender of coming to particulars. Your conscience in- 
sinuated to you that it would be prudent to leave the 
characters of Grafton, North, Hillsborough, Wey- 
mouth, and Mansfield,to shift for themselves ; and tru- 
ly, sir William, the part, you Tiave undertaken is at 
least as much as you are equal to. 

Without disputing lord Granby's courage, we are 
yet to learn in what articles of military knowledge 
nature has been so very liberal to his mind. If you 
have served wiih him, you ought to have pointed out 
some instances of able disposition aud well-concerted 
enterprise, which might fairly be attributed to his 
capacity as a general. It is you, sir William,who 
make your friends appear awkward and ridiculous, 
by giving him a laced suit of tawdry qualifications, 
which nature never intended him to wear. 

You say, he has acquired nothing but honor in the 
field? Is the ordnance nothing? Are the Blues 
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nothing? Is the command of the army, with all the 
X>atronage annexed to it, nothing ? Where he got all 
these nothings I know not ; but you, at least, ought to 
have told us where he deserved them. 

As to his bounty, compassion, etc., it would have 
been but little to the purpose, though you had 
proved all that you have asserted. I meddle with 
nothing but his character as commander-in-chief; 
and, though I acquit him of the baseness of selling 
commissions, I still assert, that his military cares 
have never extended beyond the disposal of vacancies; 
and I am justified by the complaints of the whole 
army, when I say, that, in this distribution, he con- 
sults nothing but parliamentary interest, or the grat- 
ification of his immediate dependents. As to his 
servile submission to the reigning ministry, let me 
ask, whether he did not desert the cause of the whole 
army, when he suffered sir Jeffery Amherst to be 
sacrificed, and what share he had in recalling that 
officer to the service ? Did he not betray the just 
interest of the army in permitting lord Percy to have 
a regiment? And does he not, at this moment, give 
up all character and dignity as a gentleman, in reced- 
ing from his own repeated declarations in favor of 
Mr. Wilkes? 

In the next two articles, I think, we are agreed. 
You candidly admit, that he often makes such prom- 
ises as it is a virtue in him to violate, and that no 
man is more assiduous to provide ior his relations at 
the public expense. I did not urge the last as an ab- 
solute vice in his disposition, but to prove that a 
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carelessy disinterested spirit is no part of his diarftcter : 
and as to the other, I desire it may be remembered, 
that I never descended to the indecency of inquiring 
into his convivial hours. It is yon, sir William Draper, 
who have taken pains to represent yonr friend in the 
character of a drunken landlord, who deals out his 
promises as liberally as his liquor, and will suffer no 
man to leave his table either sorrowful or sober. None 
but an intimate friend , who must frequently have 
seen him in these unhappy, disgraceful moments, 
could have described him so well. 

The last charge, of the neglect of the army, is in- 
deed the most material of all. I am sorry to tell you, 
sir William, that in this article, your first fact is false : 
and as there is nothing more painful to me than to 
give a direct contradiction to a gentleman of your ap- 
pearance, I could wish, that, in your future publica- 
tions, you would pay a greater attention to the truth 
of your premises, before you suffer your genius to 
hurry you to a conclusion. Lord Ligonier did not de- 
liver the army (which you, in classical language, are 
pleased to call a palladium) into lordGranby's hands. 
It was taken from him, much against his inclination, 
some two or three years before lord Granby was com- 
mander-in-chief. As to the state of the army, I 
should be glad to know where you have received 
your intelligence. Was it in the rooms at Bath, or 
at your retreat at Clifton ? The reports of reviewing 
generals comprehend only a few regiments in England, 
which, as they are immediately under the royal in- 
spection, are perhaps in some tolerable order. But 
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do you know any thing of the troops in the West In- 
dies, the Mediterranean, and North America ; to say 
nothing ofa whole army absolutely ruined in Ireland? 
Inquired little into facts, sir William, before you 
publish your next panegyric upon lord Granby ; and, 
believe me, you will find there is a fault at head- 
quarters, which even the acknowledged care and abil- 
ities of the adjutant-general cannot correct. 

Permit me now, sir William, to address myself 
personally to you, by way of thanks for the honor of 
your corrospondeace. You are by no means undeserv- 
ing of notice; and it may be of consequence, even to 
lord Granby, to have it determined, whether or no the 
man, who has praised him so lavishly, be himself de- 
serving of praise. When you returned to Europe, 
you zealously undertook the cause of that gallant 
army, by whose bravery at Manilla yoiir own fortune 
had been established. You complained, you threat- 
ened, you even appealed to the public in print. By 
what accident did it happen, that, in the midst of all 
this bustle, and all these clamors for justice to your 
injured troops, the name of the Manilla ransom was 
suddenly buried in a profound, and, since that time, 
an uninterrupted silence ? Did the ministry suggest 
any motives to you, strong enough to tempt a man 
of honor to desert and betray the cause of his fellow 
soldiers ? Was it that blushing ribbon which is now 
the perpetual ornament of your person ? Or was it 
that regiment which you afterwards (a thing unpre- 
cedented among soldiers) sold to Colonel Gisbome ? 
Or was it that government, the full pay of which you 
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are contented to hold, with the half-pay of an [ Irish 
colonel ? And do you now, after a retreat not very 
like that of Scipio, presume to intrude yourself, un- 
thought of, uncalled for, upon the patience of the pub- 
lic ? Are your flatteries of the commander-in-chief, 
directed to another regiment, which you may again 
dispose of on the same honorable terms ? We know 
your prudence, sir William ; and I should be sorry to 
stop your preferment. 

JUNIUS. 



LETTER IV. 

To Junius. 

SIR, February 17, 1709. 

I received Junius's favor last night ; he is deter- 
mined to keep his advantage by the help of his mask: 
it is an excellent protection : it has saved many a 
man from an untimely end. But whenever he will be 
honest enough to lay it aside, avow himself, and pro- 
duce the face which has so long lurked behind it, the 
world will be able to judge of his motives for writing 
such infamous invectives. His real name will dis- 
cover his freedom and independency, or his servility 
to a faction. Disappointed ambition, resentment for 
defeated hopes, and desire of revenge, assume but 
too often the appearance of public spirit : but, be his 
designs wicked or charitable, Junius should learn, 
that it is possible to condemn measures without a 
barbarous and criminal outrage against men. Junius 
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delights to mangle carcasses with a hatchet ; his lan- 
guage and instrument have a great connection with 
Claremarket, and, to do him justice, he handles his 
weapon most admirably. One would imagine he had 
been taught to throw it by the savages of America. It 
is, therefore, high time for me to step in once more to 
shield my friend from this merciless weapon, although 
I may be wounded in the attempt. But I must first 
ask Junius by what forced analogy and construction, 
the moments of convivial mirth are made to signify in- 
decency, a violation of engagements, a drunken land- 
lord, and a desire that every one in company should 
be drunk likewise ? He must have culled all the 
flowers of St. Giles's and Billingsgate to have pro- 
duced such a piece of oratory. Here the hatchet de- 
scends with tenfold vengeance : but, alas ! it hurts no 
one but its master ! For Junius must not think to 
put words into my mouth, that seem too foul even 
for his own. 

My friend's political engagements I know not ; so 
cannot pretend to explain them, or assert their con- 
sistency. I know not whether Junius be considerable 
enough to belong to any party. If he should be so, 
can he affirm that he has always adhered to one set 
of men and measures? Is he sure that he has never 
sided with those whom he was first hired to abuse ? 
Has he never abused those he was hired to praise ? 
To say the truth, most men's politics sit much too 
loosely about them. But as my friend's military 
character was the chief object that engaged me in 
this controversy, to that I shall return. 

4 
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Jonios afiks, what instances my friend has given 
of his military skill and capacity as a general ? When 
and where he gained his honor ? When he deserved 
his emoluments? The united voice of the army 
which served under him, the glorious testimony of 
prince Ferdinand, and of vanquished enemies, all 
Grermany will tell him. Junius repeats the com- 
plaints of the army against parliamentaiy influence. 
I love the army too well not to wish that such in- 
fluence were less. Let Junius x>oint out the time 
when it has not prevailed. It was of the least force 
in the time of that great man, the late duke of Cum- 
herland, who, as a prince of the blood, was able, as 
well as willing, to stem a torrent which would have 
overborne any private subject. In time of war, this 
influence is small. In peace, when discontent and 
faction have the surest means to operate, especially 
in this country, and when, from a scarcity of public 
spirit, the wheels of government are rarely moved 
but by the power and force of obligations, its weight 
is always too great. Tet, if this influence, at present, 
has done no greater harm than the placing earl Percy 
at the head of a regiment, I do not think that either 
the rights or best interests of the army are sacrificed 
and betrayed, or the nation undone. Let me ask 
Junius, if he knows any one nobleman in the army 
who has had a regiment by seniority? I feel myself 
happy in seeing young noblemen of illustrious name 
and great property come amongst us. They are an 
additional security to the kingdom from foreign or 
domestic slavery. Junius needs not be told, that, 
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shonld the time ever come when this nation is to be 
defended only by those who have nothing more to 
lose than their arms and their pay, its danger will be 
great indeed. A happy mixture of men of quality 
with soldiers of fortune is always to be wished for. 
Bnt the main point is still to be contended for ; I 
mean the discipline and condition of the army; and 
I must still maintain, thongh contradicted by Junius, 
that it was never upon a more respectable footing, as 
to all the essentials that can form good soldiers, than 
it is at present. Junius is forced to allow, that our 
army at home may be in some tolerable order ; yet, 
how kindly does he invite our late enemies to the 
invasion of Ireland, by assuring them that the army 
in that kingdom is totally ruined ! (The colonels of 
that army are much obliged to him.) I have too 
great an opinion of the military talents of the lord- 
lieutenant, and of all their diligence and capacity, to 
believe it. If, from some strange unaccountable 
fatality, the people of that kingdom cannot be in- 
duced to consult their own security, by such an 
effectual augmentation as may enable the troops there 
to act with power and energy, is the commander-in- 
chief here to blame ? Or, is he to blame, because the 
troops in the Mediterranean, in the West Indies, in 
America, labor under great difficulties from the 
scarcity of men, which is but too visible all over these 
kingdoms ? Many of our forces are in climates un- 
favorable to British constitutions ; their loss is in 
proportion. Britain must recruit all these regiments 
from her own emaciated bosom ; or, more precariou&l^ , 
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by GiUholics fnm Irdand. We are likewise salject 
to the £ital drains to the East Indies^ to Senegal, and 
the alarming emigrationB of oar people to other 
countries. Snch depopolation can only be r^aired 
by a long peace, or by some sensible bill of natoiali- 
zation. 

I most now take the liberty of addreasing Jnnios 
on my own account. He is pleased to tell me that 
he addresses himself to me penomaHy : I shall be glad 
to see him. It is his impenomaliiy that I complain of, 
and his invisible attacks: for his dagger in the air is 
only to be regarded, because one cannot see the hand 
which holds it ; bat, had it not wounded other people 
more deeply than myself, I should not have obtruded 
myself at all on the patience of the public. 

Mark how plain a tale shall put him down, and 
transfuse the blush of my ribbon into his own cheeks. 
Junius tells me, that at my return, I zealously un- 
dertook the cause of the gallant army, by whose 
bravery at Manilla my own fortunes were established ; 
that I complained, that I even appealed to the public. 
I did so ; I glory in having done so, as I had an un- 
doubted right to vindicate my own character, at- 
tacked by a Spanish memorial, and to assert the 
rights of my brave companions. I glory, likewise, 
that I have never taken up my pen but to vindicate 
the injured. Junius asks, by what accident did it 
happen, that, in the midst of all this bustle, and all 
the clamors for justice to the injured troops, the 
Manilla ransom was suddenly buried in a profound, 
and, since that time, an uninterrupted silence ? I 
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-will explain the cause to the pnblic. The several 
ministers who have been employed since that time 
have been very desirous to do justice, from two most 
laudable motives: a strong inclination to assist in- 
jured bravery, and to acquire a well-deserved popu- 
larity to themselves. Their efforts have been in 
vain. Some were ingenuous enough to own, that 
they could not think of involving this distressed 
nation in another war for our private concerns. In 
short, our rights, for the present, are sacrificed to 
national convenience; and I must confess, that 
although I may lose five-and-twenty thousand pounds 
by their acquiescence to this breach of faith in the 
Spaniards, I think they are in the right to temporize, 
considering the critical situation of this country, con- 
vulsed in every part, by poison infused by anonymous, 
wicked, and incendiary writers. Lord Shelbume 
will do me the justice to own, that in September last, 
I waited upon him with a joint memorial from the 
admiral, sir S. Ck)mish, and myself, in behalf of our 
injured companions. His lordship was as frank upon 
the occasion as other secretaries had been before 
him. He did not deceive us, by giving any imme- 
diate hopes of relief. 

Junius would basely insinuate, that my silence may 
have been purchased by my government, by my blush- 
ing ribbon, by my regiment, by the sale of that regi- 
ment, and by half-pay as an Irish colonel. 

His majesty was pleased to give me my government 
for my service at Madras. I had my first regiment in 
1757. Upon my return from Manilla, his majesty, by 
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lord Egremont, informed me, that I shonld have the 
first vacant red ribbon, as a reward for many aervioes 
in an enterprise which I had planned as well as ex- 
ecuted. The duke of Bedford and Mr. Grenyille con- 
firmed these assurances, many months before the 
Spaniards had protested the ransom bills. To accom- 
modate lord Clive, then going upon a most important 
service to Bengal, I waived my claim to the vacancy 
which then happened. As there was no other vacancy 
until the duke of Grafton and lord Rockingham were 
joint ministers ; I was then honored with the order; 
and it is surely no small honor to me, that, in such a 
succession of ministers, they were all pleased to think 
that I had deserved it ; in my favor they were all 
vnited. Upon the reduction of the 79th regiment, 
which had served so gloriously in the East Indies, his 
mf^esty, unsolicited by me, gave me the 16th of foot 
as an equivalent. My motives for retiring, afterwards, 
are foreign to the purpose : let it suffice, that his ma- 
jesty was pleased to approve of them : they are such 
as no man can think indecent, who knows the shocks 
that repeated vicissitudes of heat and cold, of danger- 
ous and sickly climates, will give to the best consti- 
tutions, in a pretty long course of service. I resigned 
my regiment to colonel Gisbome, a very good officer, 
for his half-pay, and 2001. Irish annuity : so that, 
according to Junius, I have been bribed to say nothing 
more of the Manilla ransom, and to • sacrifice those 
brave men, by the strange avarice of accepting 380Z. 
per annum, and giving up 800Z. ! If this be bribery, 
it is not the bribery of these times. As to my flat- 
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tery, those who know me will jndge of it. By the 
asperity of Junius's style, I cannot, indeed, call him a 
flatterer, nnless he be as a cynic or a mastiff: if he 
wags his tail, he will still growl, and long to bite. 
The public will now judge of the credit that ought 
to be given to Junius's writings, from the falsities that 
he has insinuated with respect to myself 

WILLIAM DRAPER. 



LETTER V. 

To Sib William Draper, Knight or thb Bath. 
SIR, February 21, 1789. 

I should justly be suspected of acting upon mo- 
tives of more than common enmity to lord Granby, 
if I continued to give you fresh materials or occasion 
for writing in his defense. Individuals who hate, and 
the public who despise, have read your letters, sir 
William, with infinitely more satis&ction than mine. 
Unfortunately for him, his reputation, like that un- 
happy country to which you refer me for his last mili- 
tary achievements, has suffered more by his friends 
than his enemies. In mercy to him, let us drop the 
subject. For my own part, I willingly leave it to the 
public to determine, whether your vindication of your 
friend has been as able and judicious as it was cer- 
tainly well intended : and you, I think, may be satis- 
fied with the warm acknowledgments he already owes 
you, for making him the principal figure in a piece, in 
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which, but for your amicable assistance, he might 
have passed without particular notice or distinction 
In justice to your friends, let your future labors be 
confined to the care of your own reputation. Your 
declaration, that you are happy in seeing young no- 
blemen come among us, is liable to two objections. 
With respect to lord Percy, it means nothing ; for he 
was already in the army. He was aid-de-camp to the 
king, and had the rank of colonel. A regiment, 
therefore, could not make him a more military man, 
though it made him richer ; and probably at the ex- 
pense of some brave, deserving, friendless officer. The 
other concerns yourself. After selling the companions 
of your victory in one instance, and after selling your 
profession in the other, by what authority do you 
presume to call yourself a soldier ? The plain evi- 
dence of facts is superior to all declarations. Before 
you were appointed to the 16th regiment, your com- 
plaints were a distress to government : from that mo- 
ment you were silent. The conclusion is inevitable. 
You insinuate to us, that your ill state of health 
obliged you to quit the service. The retirement nec- 
essary to repair a broken constitution would have 
been as good a reason for not accepting, as for resign- 
ing, the command of a regiment. There is certainly 
an error of the press, or an affected obscurity in that 
paragraph, where you speak of your bargain with 
colonel Gisbome. Instead of attempting to answer 
what I do not really understand, permit me to ex- 
plain to the public what I really know. In exchange 
for your regiment, you accepted of a colonel's half- 



JUNIUS, 67 

pay, (at least 220Z. a year) and an annuity of 200Z. for 
your own and lady Draper's life jointly. And is this 
the losing bargain, which you would represent to us, 
as if you had given up an income of 800?. a year for 
380Z. ? Was it decent, was it honorable, in a man 
who pretends to love the army, and calls himself a 
soldier, to make a traffic of the royal favor, and turn 
the highest honor of an active profession into a sor- 
did provision for himself and his tamily ? It were 
unworthy of me to press you farther. The contempt 
with which the whole army heard ;of the manner of 
your retreat, assures me, that, as your conduct was 
not justified by precedent, it will never be thought 
an example for imitation. 

The last and most important question remains. 
When you receive your half-pay, do you or do you 
not, take a solemn oath, or sign a declaration upon 
honor, to the following effect ? That you do not actuaUy 
hold any place of proM : dvil or military, under his 
majesty. The charge which the question plainly con- 
veys against you, is of so shocking a complexion, 
that I sincerely wish you may be able to answer it 
well ; not merely for the color of your reputation, but 
for your own inward peace of mind. 

JUNIUS. 
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LETTER VI. 

To Junius. 

SIR, February, 27, 1709. 

I have a very short answer for Jnnius's important 
question. I do not either take an oath, or declare 
upon my honor, that I hold no place of profit civil 
or military, when I receive the half-pay as an Irish 
colonel : my most gracious sovereign gives it me as 
a pension : he was pleased to think I deserved it. 
The annuity of 2001. Irish, and the equivalent for the 
half-pay, together produce no more than 380{. per 
annum, dear of fees and perquisites of office. I re- 
ceive 1&71. from my government of Yarmouth. Total 
5472. per annum. My conscience is much at ease in 
these particulars : my friends need not blush for me. 
Junius makes much and frequent use of interroga- 
tions: they are arms that may be easily turned 
against himself. I could, by malicious interrogation, 
disturb the peace of [the most virtuous man in the 
kingdom. I could take the decalogue, and say] to 
one man. Did you never steal ? To the next, Did you 
never commit murder ? And to Junius himself, who 
is putting my life and conduct to the rack, Did you 
never " bear false witness against thy neighbor?" 
Junius must easily see, that, unless he affirms to the 
contrary, in his real name, some people, who may be 
as ignorant of him as I am, will be apt to susi)ect him 
of having deviated a little from the truth : therefore 
let Junius ask no more questions. You bite against 
a file: Cease, viper! W. D. 
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LETTER VII. 

To Sib Wiij:iiAM Draper, Knight op the Bath. 
SIK, March 8, 1769. 

An academical edncation has given yon an un- 
limited command over the most beautiful figures of 
speech. Masks, hatchets, racks, and vipers, dance 
through your letters in all the mazes of metaphorical 
confusion. These are the gloomy companions of a 
disturbed imagination ; the melancholy madness of 
poetry, without the inspiration. I will not contend 
with you in point of composition : you are a scholar, 
sir William ; and if I am truly informed, you write 
Latin with almost as much purity as English. Suffer 
me then (for I am a plain unlettered man) to con- 
tinue that style of interrogation which suixB my 
capacity, and to which, considering the readiness of 
your answers you ought to have no objection. Even 
Mr. Bingley^ promises to answer, if put to the tor- 
ture. 

Do you then really think, that, if I were to ask a 
most virtuoug man^ whether he ever committed thefb 
or murder, it would disturb his peace of mind ? 
Such a question might, perhaps, discompose the 
gravity of his muscles, but I believe it would little 
affect the tranquillity of his conscience. Examine 
your own breast, sir William, and'you will discover 
that reproaches and inquiries have no power to afUct 

*Thi8 man, beinfir committed by the court of kinor's 
bench for comtempt. voiuntarily made oath that he 
would never answer Interrogatones unless he should be 
put to the torture. 
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either the man of nnblemished integrity or the 
abandoned profligate. It is the middle compound 
character which alone is vulnerable ; the man who, 
without firmness enough to avoid a dishonorable 
action, has feeling enough to be ashamed of it. 

I thank you for the hint of the decalogue, and shall 
take an opportunity of applying it to some of your 
most virtuous friends in both houses of parliament. 

You seem to have dropped the affair of your regi- 
ment ; so let it rest. When you are appointed to 
another, I dare say you will not sell it either for a 
gross sum, or for an annuity upon lives. 

I am truly glad (for really, sir William, I am not 
your enemy, nor did I begin this contest with you) 
that you have been able to clear yourself of a crime, 
though at the expense of the highest indiscretion. 
You say that your half-pay was given you by way of 
pension. I will not dwell upon the singularity of 
uniting in your own person two sorts of provision, 
which, in their own nature, and in all military and 
parliamentary views, are incompatible, but I call 
upon you to justify that declaration, wherein you 
charge your sovereign with having done an act in 
your favor notoriously against law. The half-pay, 
both in Ireland and England, is appropriated by 
parliament; and if it be given to persons who, like 
you, are legally incapable of holding it, it is a breach 
of law. It would have been more decent in you to 
have called this dishonorable transaction by its true 
name; a jo&, to accommodate two persons, by par- 
ticular interest and management at the castle. — 
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What sense must government have had of yonr ser- 
vices, when the rewards they have given you are 
only a disgrace to yon ! 

And now, sir William, I shall take my leave of yon 
forever. Motives very different from any appre- 
hension of your resentment make it impossible you 
should ever know me. In truth, you have some 
reason to hold yourself indebted to me. From the 
lessons I have given you, you may collect a profitable 
instruction for your future life. They will either 
teach you so to r^ulate your future conduct, as to be 
able to set the most malicious inquiries at defiance ; 
or, if that be a lost hope, they vnll teach you pru- 
dence enough not to attract the public attention to a 
character, which will only pass without censure, 
when it i>aBses without observation.^ 

JUNIUS. 

* it has been said, I believe truly, that it was signified 
to sir William Draper, as the request of lord Granby, that 
he should desist from writing: in ^.his lordship's defense. 
Sir William Draper certainly drew Junitis forward to say 
more of lord Granby's character than he origrinally in- 
tended. He was reduced to the dilemma, of either heing 
totally silenced, or of supporting his first letter. Whether 
sir William had a rigrht to reduce him to this dilemma, or 
to call upon him for his name, after a voluntary attack 
on his side, are questions submitted to the candor of the 

Sublic. The death of lord Granby was lamented by 
unius. He undoubtedly owed some compensations to 
the public, and seemed determined to acquit himself of 
them. In private life, he was unquestionably that good 
man, who, for the interest of his country, ought to have 
been a great one. BonumvirumfacUe aixerisl magnum 
Ifbenter. I speak of him now without partiality ; I never 
spoke of him with resentment. His mistakes, in public 
conduct, did not arise either from want of sentiment, of 
want of judgment ; but, In general, from the difficulty of 
sajing no to the bad people who surrounded him. 
As for the rest, the friends of lord Granby should re 
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LETTER VIII. 

To HIS Orace the Duke of Gbaftoni 
MY LORD, March 18, ITdO. 

Before you were placed at the head of affairs, it 
had been a maxim of the English government, not 
unwillingly admitted by the people, that every un- 
gracious or severe exertion of the prerogative should 
be placed to the account of the minister; but, that 
whenever an act of grace or benevolence was to be 
performed, the whole merit of it should be attributed 
to the sovereign himself.* It was a wise doctrine, 
my lord, and equally advantageous to the king and 
his subjects ; for while it preserved that suspicious 
attention with which the people ought always to ex- 
amine the conduct of ministers, it tended, at the 
same time, rathei to increase than diminish their at- 
tachment to the person of their sovereign. If there 
be not a fatality attending every measure you are 
concerned in, by what treachery, or by what excess 
of foUy has it happened, that those ungracious acts 
which have distinguished your administration, and 
which I doubt not, were entirely your own, should 
carry with them a strong appearance of personal in- 
terest, and even of personal enmity, in a quarter 
where no such interest or enmity can be supposed to 

member, that he himself thought proper to condemn, re 

tract, and disavow, by a most solemn declaration, in the 

house of commons, that very system of political conduct 

which Junius has held forth to the disapprobation of the 

public. 

'^Lesroisnesesont reserves que les graces. lis renvoient 

les oondamnations vers leurs officiers.— ^onte«9u{eu. 
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exist, without the highest injustice, and the highest 
dishonor? On the other hand, hy what jadicious 
management have yon contrived it, that the only act 
of mercy to which yon ever advised your sovereign, 
far from adding to the lustre of a character truly 
gracious and benevolent, should be received with 
universal disapprobation and disgust? I shall con- 
sider it as a ministerial measure, because it is an 
odious one, and as your measure, my lord duke, be- 
cause you are the minister. 

As long as the trial of this chairman was depend- 
ing, it was natural enough that government should 
give him every possible encouragement and support. 
The honorable service for which he was hired, and 
the spirit with which he performed it, made common 
cause between your grace and him. The minister, 
who, by secret corruption, invades the freedom of 
elections, and the ruffian, who, by open violence de- 
stroys that freedom, are embarked in the same bot- 
tom ; they have the same interests, and mutually feel 
for each other. To do justice to your grace's human- 
ity, you felt for M'Quirk as you ought to do ; and if . 
you had been contented to assist him indirectly, 
without a notorious denial of justice, or openly in- 
sulting the sense of the nation, you might have satis- 
fied every duty of political friendship, without com- 
mitting the honor of your sovereign, or hazarding 
the reputation of his government. But when this 
unhappy man had been solemnly tried, convicted, 
and condemned ; when it appeared that he had been 
frequently employed in the same tservices, and that 
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no excuse for him could be drawn either from the 
innocence of his former life, or the simplicity of his 
character ; was it not hazarding too much, to inter- 
pose the strength of the prerogative between this felon 
and the justice of his country ?* You ought to have 

* WhitehaU, March 11, 1709. His majesty has been 
flrraciously pleased to extend his rojal vaerof to Edward 
M* Quirk, found guilty of the murder of Georgre Clarke, 
as appears by his royal warrant, to the tenor following: : 

GEORGE R. 
Whereas a doubt has arisen in our royal breast con- 
cerning the evidence of the death of George Clarke, 
from the representations of William Broomfleld, esq., 
surgeon, and Solomon Starling, apothecary; both of 
whom, as has been represented to us, attended the de- 
ceased before his death, and expressed their opinions that 
he did not die of the blow he received at Brentford: and 
whereas it appears to us that neither of the said persons 
were produced as witnesses upon the trial, though the 
said Solomon Starling had been examined before the 
coroner; and the only person called to prove that the 
death of the said George Clarke was occasioned by the 
said blow, was John Foot, surgeon, who never saw the de- 
ceased till after his death : we thought fit thereupon to 
refer the said representations, together with the report of 
the recorder of our city of London of the evidence giv en 
by Richard and William Beale and the said John Foot, on 
the trial of Edward Quirk, otherwise called Edward Kirk, 
otherwise called Edward M' Quirk, for the murder of the 
said Clarke, to the master, wardens, and the rest of the 
court of examiners of the surgeons' company, command- 
ing thorn likewise to take such farther examination of 
the said persons, so representing, and of said John Foot, 
as they might think necessary, together with the prem- 
iflOR above-mentioned, to form and report to us their 
opinion, *' Whether it did or did not appear to them that 
the said George Clarke died in consequence of the blow he 
received in the riot at Brentford on the 8th of December 
last." And the said court of examiners of the surgeons' 
company having thereupon reported to us their opinion, 
— ** That it did not appear to them that he did;" we have 
thought proper to extend our royal mercy to him the said 
Edward Quirk, otherwise Edward Kirk, otherwise called 
Edward M'Qulrk, and to grant him our free pardon for 
the murder of the said George Clarke, of which he has 
been found ffuiltv. Our will and pleasure, therefore, is. 
That the said Edward Quirk, otherwise called Edward 
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known that an example of this sort was never so 
necessary as at present ; and certainly you must have 
known, that the lot could not have fallen upon a 
more guilty object. What system of government is 
this ? You are perpetually complaining of the riot- 
ous disposition of the lower class of people ; yet when 
the laws have given you the means of making an ex- 
ample, in every sense unexceptionable, and by for the 
most likely to awe the multitude, you pardon the 
offense, and are not ashamed to give the sanction of 
government to the riots you complain of, and even to 
ftiture murders. You are partial, perhaps, to the 
military mode of execution; and had rather see a 
a score of these wretches butchered, by the guards, 
than one of them suffer death by regular course of 
law. How does it happen, my lord, that, in y<mr 
hands, even the mercy of the prerogative is cruelty 
and oppression to the subject? 

The measure, it seems, was so extraordinary, that 
you thought it necessary to give some reasons for it 
to the public Let them be fairly examined. 

Kirk, otherwise called Edward M'Qulrk, be Inserted for 
the said murder, in our first and next greneral pardon that 
shall come out for the poor convicts of Newgate, without 
any condition whatsoever; and that, in the meantime, 
you take bail for his appearance, in order to plead our 
said pardon. And for so doing this shall be your war- 
rant. 

Given at our court at St. James's, the tenth day of 

March, 1709, in the ninth year of our reigrn. 
By his majesty's command. ROCHFORD. 

To our trusty and well-beloved 

James Eyre, esq., recorder of 

our city of London, the sheriffs 

of our said city and county of 

Middlesex, and all others whom 

It may concern. 
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1. You say, that Messrs, Broomfleld and Starling 
were not examined at M^Quirk^s trial. I will tell your 
grace why they were not They must have been ex- 
amined upon oath ; and it was foreseen, that their 
evidence would either not benefit, or might be preju- 
dicial, to the prisoner. Otherwise, is it conceivable 
that his counsel should neglect to call in such mate- 
rial evidence? 

2. You say, that Mr. Foot did not see the deceased 
until after his death, A surgeon, my lord, must know 
very little of his profession, if, upon examining a 
wound or a contusion^ he cannot determine whether 
it was mortal or not. While the party is alive, a 
surgeon will be cautious of pronouncing ; whereas, 
by the death of the patient, he is enabled to consider 
both cause and effect in one view, and to speak with 
a certainty confirmed by experience. 

3. Yet we are to thank your grace for the estab- 
lishment of a new tribunal. Your in^isito post 
mortem, is unknown to the laws of England, and does 
honor to your invention. The only material objec- 
tion to it is, that if Mr. Foot's evidence was insuffi- 
cient, because he did not examine the wound till 
after the death of the party, much less can a nega- 
tive opinion, given by gentlemen who never saw the 
body of Mr. Clarke either before or after his decease, 
authorize you to supercede the verdict of a jury, and 
the sentence of the law. 

Now, my lord, let me ask you, Has it never occurred 
to your grace, while you were withdrawing this des- 
perate wretch from that justice which the laws had 
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awarded, and which the whole people of England de- 
manded against him, that there is another man, who 
is the jfovorite of his country, whose pardon would 
have been accepted with gratitude, whose pardon 
would have healed all our divisions ? Have you quite 
forgotten that this man was once your grace's friend ? 
Or,is it to murderers only that you will extend the 
mercy of the crown ? 

These are questions you will not answer, nor is it 
necessary. The character of your private life, and 
the uniform tenor of your public conduct, is an answer 
to them all. 

JUNIUS. 



LETTER IX. 

To His Grace the Duke of Gbatton. 

MY LORD, April 10, 1789. 

I have so good an opinion of your grace's discern- 
ment, that when the author of tlie vindication of 
your conduct assures us that he writes from his own 
mere motion, without the least authority from your 
grace, I should be ready enough to believe him, but 
for one iatal mark, which seems to be fixed ux>on 
every measure in which either your personal or poli- 
tical character is concerned. Your first attempt to 
support sir William Proctor ended in the election of 
Mr. Wilkes ; the second insured success to Mr. Glynn. 
The extraordinary step you took to make sir James 
Lowther lord paramount of Cumberland has ruined 
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his interest in that countiy for ever : the house list of 

directors was cursed with the concurrence of govern- 

ment ; and even the miserable Dingley. * could not 

escape the misfortune of your grace's protection. 

With this uniform experience before us, we are 
authorized to suspect, that when a pretended yindica- 

tion of your principles and conduct, in reality, con- 
tains the bitterest reflections ux>on both, it could not 
have been written without your immediate direction 
and assistance. The author, indeed, calls God to wit- 
ness for him, with all the sincerity, and in the very 
terms of an Irish evidence, to the best of his knowl- 
edge and belief. My lord, you should not encourage 
these appeals to Heaven. The pious prince, from 
whom you are supposed to descend, made such fre- 
quent use of them in his public declarations, that, at 
last, the people also found it necessary to api>eal to 
Heaven in their turn. Your administration has driven 
us into circumstances of equal distress : beware, at 
least, how you remind us of the remedy. 

You have already much to answer for. You have 
provoked this unhappy gentleman to play the fool once 
more in public life, in spite of his years and infirmi- 
ties : and to show us, that, as you yourself are a sin- 
gular instance of youth without spirit, the man who 
defends you is a no less remarkable example of age 
without the benefit of experience. To follow such a 

* This unfortunate person had been persuaded by the 
duke of Grafton to set up for Middlesex, his grace beingr 
determined to seat him in the house of commons, if he 
had but a single vote. It happened, unluckily, that he 
could not prevail upon any one freeholder to put him in 
nomination. 
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writer minutely, would, like his own periods, be 
labor without eud. The subject too has been already 
discussed, and is sufficiently understood. I cannot 
help observing, however, that when the pardon of 
M'Quirk was the principal charge against you, it 
would have been but a decent compliment to your 
grace's understanding, to have defended you upon 
your own principles. What credit does a man deserve, 
who tells us plainly, that the facts set forth in the 
king's proclamation were not the true motives on 
which the pardon was granted ? and that he wishes 
that those chirurgical reports, which first gave occa- 
sion to certain doubts in the royal breast, had not been 
laid before his mjy esty ? You see, my lord, that even 
your friends cannot defend your actions, without 
changing your principles ; nor justify a deliberate 
measure of government without contradicting the 
main assertion on which it was founded. 

The conviction of M'Quirk had reduced you to a 
dilemma in which it was hardly possible for you to 
reconcile your political interest with your duty. You 
were obliged either to abandon an active, useful par- 
tisan, or to protect a felon from public justice. With 
your usual spirit you preferred your interest to every 
other consideration; and, with your usual judgment, 
you founded your determination upon the only mo- 
tives which should not have been given to the public. 

I have frequently censured Mr. Wilkes's conduct, 
yet your advocate reproaches me with having devoted 
myself to the service of sedition. Your grace can 
best inform us for which of Mr. Wilkes's good quail- 
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'2. That those Very motives must liave been the 
fonndation on which the earl of Rochford thought 
proper, etc 

*3. That he cannot but regret, that the earl of Boch- 
ford seems to have thought proper to lay the chirur- 
gical reports before the king, in preference to all the 
other sufficient motives,* etc. 

Let the public determine whether this be defend- 
ing government on their principles or your own. 

The style and language you have adopted are; I 
confess, not ill-suited to the elegance of your own 
manners, or to the dignity of the cause you have un- 
dertaken. Every common dauber writes rascal and 
villain under his pictures, because the pictures them- 
selves have neither character nor resemblance. But 
the works of a master require no index ; his features 
and coloring are taken from nature ; the impression 
they maice is immediate and uniform ; nor is it pos- 
sible to mistake his characters, whether they repre- 
S sent the treachery of a minister, or the abused sim- 
^plicityofa JUNIUS. 



LETTER XL 
To HIS Gbagb thb Dukb of Grafton. 

MY LORD, April 24, 1709. 

The system you seem to have adopted when lord 
Chatham unexpectedly left you at the head of af- 
fairs, gave us no promise of that uncommon exertion 
of vigor which has since illustrated your chaiacter. 
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and distinguished your administration. Far from 
discovering a spirit bold enough to invade the first 
rights of the people, and the first principles of the 
constitution, you were scrupulous of exercising even 
those powers with which the executive branch of the 
legislature is legally invested. We have not yet for- 
gotten how long Mr. Wilkes was suffered to appear 
at large, nor how long he was at liberty to canvass 
for the city and county, with all the terrors of an 
outlawry hanging over him. Our gracious sovereign 
has not yet forgotten the extraordinary care you took 
of his dignity, and of the safety of his person, when, 
at a crisis which courtiers afiected to call alarming, 
you left the metropolis exposed, for two nights to- 
gether, to every species of riot and disorder. The 
security of the royal residence from insult was then 
sufficiently provided for in Mr. Conway^s firmness, 
and lord Weymouth's discretion; while the prime 
minister of Great Britain, in a rural retirement, and 
in the arms of faded beauty, had lost all memory of 
his sovereign, his country, and himself. In these in- 
stances you might have acted with vigor, for you 
would have had the sanction of the laws to support 
you : the friends of government might have defend- 
ed you without shame ; and moderate men, who wish 
well to the peace and good order of society, might 
have had a pretence for applauding your conduct. 
But these, it seems, were not occasions worthy of your 
grace's interposition. You reserved the proofs of 
your intrepid spirit for trials of greater hazard and 
importance ; and. now, as if the most disgraceful re- 
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laxation of the executive authority had given you a 
claim of credit to indulge in excesses still more dan- 
gerous, you seem determined to compensate amply 
for your former negligence, and to balance the non- 
execution of the laws with a breach of the constitu- 
tion. From one extreme you suddenly start to the 
other, without leaving, between the weakness and 
the fury of the passions, one moment's interval for 
the firmness of the understanding. 

These observations, general as they are, might 
easily be extended into a faithful history of your 
grace's administration, and perhaps may be the em- 
ployment of a future hour. But the business of the 
present moment will not suffer me to look back to a 
series of events, which cease to be interesting or im- 
X>ortant, because they are succeeded by a measure so 
singularly daring, that it excites all our attention, 
and engrosses all our resentment. 

Your patronage of Mr. Luttrell has been crowned 
with success. With this precedent before you, virith 
the principles on which it was established, and with 
a future house of commons, perhaps less virtuous 
than the present, every county in England, under the 
auspices of the treasury, may be represented as com- 
pletely as the county of Middlesex. Posterity will 
be indebted to your grace for not contenting yourself 
with a temporary expedient, but entailing ujran them 
the immediate blessings of your administration. 
Boroughs were already too much at the mercy of 
government. Counties could neither be purchased 
not intimidated. But their solemn determined eleo- 
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tion may be rejected ; and the man they detest may 
be appointed by another choice to represent them in 
parliament. Yet it is admitted, that the sheriffs 
obeyed the laws, and performed their duty.* The 
return they made must have been legal and valid, or 
undoubtedly they would have been censured for 
making it.V With every good-natured allowance for 
your grace's youtti and inexperience, there are some 
things which you cannot but know. You cannot but 
know, that the right of the freeholders to adhere to 
their choice (even supposing it improperly exerted) 
was as clear and indisputable as that of the house of 
commons to exclude one of their own members. Nor 
is it possible for you not to see the wide distance there 
is between the negative power of rejecting one man, 
and the positive power of appointing another. The 
right of expulsion, in the most favorable sense, is no 
more than the custom of parliament. The right of 
election is the very essence of the constitution. To 
violate that right, and much more to transfer it to 
any other set of men, is a step leading immediately 
to the dissolution of all govemment.^ So &r forth as 
it operates, it constitutes a houseof commons which 
does not represent the people. A house of commons 
so formed would involve a contradiction, and the 
grossest confusion of ideas : but there are some min- 
isters, my lord, whose views can only be answered by 
reconciling absurdities, and making the same propo- 

* Sir Fletcher Norton, when it was proposed to punish 
the sherlfBTs. declared in the house of commons, that the^r, 
in returning Mr. Wilkes, had done no more than their 
duty 
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8ition, which is fidse and ahsmd in ugnmeni, tnie 
in fiict. 

This measare, my lord, is, howeyer, attended with 
one coDsequence fiiYorable to the people, which I am 
persoaded yon did not foresee.* While the contest 

J between the ministiy and Hr. Wilkes, his sitoa- 
tion and priTate character gave yon advantages over 
him, which common candor, if not the memoiy of 
your former friendship, should have forbidden you to 
make use of. To religious men you had an oppor- 
tunity of exaggerating the irregularities of his jmst 
life ; to moderate men you held forth the pernicious 
consequences of faction. Men who, with this char- 
acter, looked no farther than to the object before 
them, were not dissatisfied at seeing Mr. Wilkes ex- 
cluded from parliament You have now taken care 
to shift the question ; or rather, you have created a 
new one, in which Mr. Wilkes is no more concerned 
than any other English gentleman. You have united 
this country against you on one grand constitutional 
point, on the decision of which our existence, as a 
free people, absolutely depends. You have asserted, 
not in words, but in fact, that the representation in 
parliament does not depend upon the choice of the 
freeholders. If such a case can possibly happen once 
it may happen frequently ; it may happen always : 
and if three hundred votes, by any mode of reasoning 
whatever, can prevail against twelve hundred, the 
same reasoning would equally have given Mr. Lut- 
trell his seat with ten votes, or even with one. The 

* The reader is desired to mark this prophecy. 
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Gonsequenoes of this attack upon the constitution 
are too plain and palpable, not to alarm the dullest 
apprehena^nT^ trust you will find that the people 
of England are neither deficient in spirit or under- 
standing ; though you have treated them as if they 
had neither sense to feel or spirit to resent. We have 
reason to thank God and our ancestors, that there 
never yet was a minister in this country who could 
stand the issue of such a conflict ; and, with every 
prejudice in &vor of your intentions, I see no such 
abilities in your grace, as should enable you to suc- 
ceed in an enterprise, iurwhich the ablest and basest 
of your predecessors have found their destruction. 
You may continue to deceive your gracious master 
with fiilse representations of the temper and condi- 
tion of his subjects: you may command a venal vote, 
because it is the common established appendage of 
your office : but never hope that the freeholders will 
make a tame surrender of their rights ; or, that an 
English army will join with you in overturning the 
liberties of their country. They know, that their 
first duty, as citizens, is paramount to all subsequent 
engagements : nor will they prefer the discipline, or 
even the honors of their profession, to those sacred 
original rights which belonged to them before they 
were soldiers,*and which they claim and possess as the 
birth-right of Englishmen. 

Return, my lord, before it be too late, to that easy 
insipid system which you first set out with. Take 
back your mistress.* The name of friend may be 

* The duke, about this time, had separated himself from 
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fatal to her, for it leads to treachery and persecution. 
Indulge the people. Attend Newmarket. Mr. Lut- 
trell may again vacate his seat ; and Mr. Wilkes, ii* 
not persecuted, will soon be forgotten. To be weak 
and inactive is safer than to be daring and criminal ; 
and wide is the distance between a riot of the popu- 
lace and a convulsion of the whole kingdom. You 
may live to make the experiment, but no honest man 

can wish you should survive it 

JUNIUS. 



LETTER XII. 
To HIS Grace the Duke of Orafton. 

MTLORD, May 80, 1709. 

If the measures in which you have been most 
successful had been supported by any tolerable ap- 
pearance of arguments, I should have thought my time 
not ill employed in continuing to examine your con- 
duct as a minister, and stating it fairly to the public. 
But when I see questions of the highest national im- 
portance carried as they have been, and the first prin- 
ciples of the constitution openly violated, without ar- 
gument or decency, I confess I give up the cause in 
despair. The meanest of your predecessors had abili- 
ties sufficient to give a color to their measures. If 
they invaded the rights of the people, they did not 
dare to offer a direct insult to their understanding; 

Anne Parsons ; but proposed to continue united with*her 
on some platonio terms of friendship, which she rejected 
with contempt. His baseness to this woman is beyond 
description or belief. 
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and in former times, the most venal parliaments, 
made it a condition, in their bargain with the minis- 
ter, that he should furnish them with some plausible 
pretences for selling their country and themselves. 
You have had the merit of introducing a more com- 
pendious system of government and logic. You neith- 
er address yourself to the passions nor the understand- 
ing, but simply to the touch> You apply yourself 
immediately to the feelings of your friends; who, 
contrary to the forms of parliament, never enter 
heartily into a debate until they have divided. 

Relinquishing, therefore, all idle views of amend- ^ 
ment to your grace, or of benefit to the public, let 
me be permitted to consider your character and con- 
duct, meiiely as a subject of curious speculation. 
There is- something in both which distinguishes you, 
not only from all other ministers, but all other men. 
It is riot that you do wrong by design, but that yoiK, 
should never do right by mistake. It is not that 
your indolence and your activity have been equally 
misapplied, but that the first uniform principle, or, 
if I may call it, the genius of your life, should have 
carried you through every possible change and con- 
tradiction of conduct, without the momentary impu- 
tation or color of a virtue ; and that the wildest spir- 
it ot inconsistency should never once have betrayed 
you into a wise or honorable action. This, I own, 
gives an air of singularity to your fortune, as well as 
to your disposition. Let us look back, together, to a 
scene, in which a mind like yours will find nothing 
to repent of. Let us try, my lord, how well you have 
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supported the varions relations in wliich yon stood 
to your sovereign, your country, your Mends, and 
yourself. Give us, if it be possible, some excuse to 
posterity and to ourselves, for submitting to your 
administration. If not the abilities of a great minis- 
ter, if not the integrity of a patriot, or the fidelity of 
a friend, show us, at least, the firmness of a man. 
For the sake of your mistress, the lover shall be 
spared. I will not lead her into public, as you have 
done; nor will I insult the memory of departed beau- 
ty. Her sex, which alone made her amiable in your 
eyes, makes her respectable in mine. 

The character of the reputed ancestors of some 
men has made it possible for their descendants to be 
vicious in the extreme, without being degenerate. 
Those of your grace, for instance, left no distressing 
examples of virtue even to their legitimate posterity : 
and you may look back with pleasure to an illus- 
trious pedigree, in which heraldry has not left a sin- 
gle good quality upon record to insult or upbraid 
you. You have better proofs of your descent, my 
lord, than the register of a marriage, or any trouble- 
some inheritance of reputation. There are some 
hereditary strokes of character, by which a family 
may be as clearly distinguished, as by the blackest 
features of the human face. Charles the First lived 
and died a hypocrite. Charles the Second was a 
hypocrite of another sort, and should have died upon 
the same scaffold. At the distance of a century, we 
see their different characters happily revived and 
blended in your grace. Sullen and severe without 
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religion, profligate without gayety, you live like 
Charles the Second, without being an amiable com- 
panion; and, for aught I know, may die as his &ther 
did, without the reputation of a martyr. 

You had already taken your degrees with credit, 
in those schools in which the English nobility are 
formed to virtue, when you were introduced to lord 
Chatham's protection * • From Newmarket, White's, 
and the opposition, he gave you to the world with an 
air of popularity, which young men usually set out 
with, and seldom preserve: grave and plausible 
enough to be thought fit for business ; too young for 
treacheiy ; imd, in short, a patriot of no unpromising 
expectations. V Lord Chatham was the earliest object 
of your political wonder and attachment; yet you 
deserted him, upon the first hopes that offered of an 
equal share of power with lord Rockingham. When 
the late duke of Cumberland's first negotiation &iled, 
and when the favorite was pushed to the last ex- 
tremity, you saved him, by joining with an adminis- 
tration, in which lord Chatham had refused ta en- 
gage. Still, however, he was your friend : and you 
are yet to explain to the world, why you consented 
to act without him : or why, after uniting with lord 
Rockingham, you deserted and betrayed him. You 
complained that no measures were taken to satisfy 
your patron ; and that your friend, Mr. Wilkes, who 
had suffered so much for the party, had been aban- 
doned to his fftte. They have since contributed, not 

* To understand these passages, the reader !b referred 
to a noted pamphlet, called ' The History of the Minority/ 

6 
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a little, to your present plenitude of power ; yet, I 
think, lord Chatham has less reason than ever to be 
satisfied: and, as for Mr. Wilkes, it is, perhaps, the 
greatest misfortune of his life, that yon should have 
so many compensations to make in the closet for 
your former friendship with him. Tour gracious 
master understands your character, and makes you a 
X)ersecutor because you have been a Mend. 

Lord Chatham formed his last administration upon 
principles which you certainly concurred in, or you 
could never have been placed at the head of the 
treasury. By deserting those principles, or by acting 
in direct contradiction to them, in which he found 
you were secretly supported in the closet, you soon 
forced him to leave you to yourself, and to withdraw 
his name from an administration which had been 
formed on the credit of it. You had then a prospect 
of friendships better suited to your genius, and more 
likely to fix your disposition. Marriage is the point 
on which every rake is stationary at last : and truly 
my lord, you may well be weary of the circuit you 
have taken; for you have now fJEurly travelled 

. through every sign in the political zodiac, from the 
( scorpion, in which you stung lord Chatham, to the 

) hopes of a virgin* in the house of Bloomsbury. 
One would think that you had had sufficient ex- 
perience of the frailty of nuptial engagements, or, at 
least, that such a friendship as the duke of Bedford'^ 
might, have been secured to you by the auspicious 

* His Arrace had lately married miss Wrottesly, niece of 
tine good Gertmde, (^victi^ss of Bedford. 
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marriage of your late duchessf with his nephew. ^ 
Bnt ties of this tender nature cannot be drawn too 
close ; and it may possibly be a part of the duke of 
Bedford's ambition, after making her an honest wo- 
man, to work a miracle of the same sort upon your 
graceXrihis worthy nobleman has long dealt in 
virtue : there has been a large consumption of it in ; 
his own family ; and, in the way of traflSc, I dare ; 
say, he has bought and sold more than half the repre- . ' 
sentative integrity of the nation. 

In a political view, this union is not imprudent. 
The favor of princes is a perishable commodity. You 
have now a strength sufficient to command the closet, 
and if it be necessary to betray one friendship more, 
you may set even lord Bute at defiance. Mr. Stewart 
M'Kenzie may possibly remember what use the duke 
of Bedford usually makes of his power ; and our gra- 
cious sovereign, I doubt not, rejoices at this first ap- 
pearance of union among his servants. His late ma- 
jesty, under the happy influence of a family con- 
nection between his ministers, was relieved from 
cares of the government. A more active prince may, 
perhaps, observe with suspicion by what degrees 
an u*tfril serpent grows upon his master, from the 
first unlimited professions of duty and attachment, 
to the painful representation of the necessity of the 
royal service, and soon in regular progression, to the 
humble insolence of dictating in all the obsequious 
forms of peremptory submission. The interval is 

t Miss LlddeU after her divorce from the duke, marrieci 
lord Upper Ossory. 
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carefally employed in forming connections, creating 
interests, collecting a party, and laying the foundation 
of double marriages; imtilthe deluded prince, who 
thought he had found a creature prostituted to his 
service, and insignificant enough to be always de- 
pendent upon his pleasure, finds him, at last, too 
strong to be commanded, and too formidable to be 
removed. 

Your grace's public conduct, as a minister, is but 
the counterpart of your private history ; the same in- 
.consistency, the same contradictions. In America 
we trace you, from the first opposition to the stamp 
act, on principles of convenience, to Mr. Pitt's sur- 
render: of the right ; then forward to lord Eocking- 
ham's surrender of the &ct ; then back again to lord 
Rockingham's declaration of the right ; then forward 
to taxation with Mr. Townshend ; and, in the last 
instance, from the gentle Conway's undetermined 
discretion, to blood and compulsion with the duke of 
Bedford: yet, if we may believe the simplicity of 
lord North's eloquence, at the opening of the next 
session, yon are once more to be the patron of Amer- 
ica. Is this the wisdom of a great minister, or is it 
the ominous vibration of a pendulum ? Had you no 
opinion of your own, my lord? Or was it the grat- 
ification of betraying every party with which you 
have been united, and of deserting every political 
-^Ijrinciple in which you had concurred ? 

Your enemies may turn their eyes without regret 
from this admirable system of provincial govern- 
ment. They will find gratification enough in the 
rvey of your domestic and foreign policy. 
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if, instead of disowning lord Shelburne, the British 
hivd interposed with dignity and firmness, you know, 
my lord, that Corsica would never have been invaded. 
The French saw the weakness of a distracted minis- 
try, and were justified in treating you with con- 
tempt. They would probably have yielded, in the 
first instance, rather than hazard a rupture with this 
\£ountry; but being once engaged, they cannot re- 
treat without dishonor. Common sense foresees con- 
sequences which have escaped your grace's penetra- 
tion. Either we suflfer the French to make an acqui- 
sition, the importance of which you have probably 
no conception of; or we oppose them by an under- 
hand management, which only disgraces us in the 
eyes of Europe, without answering any purpose of 
policy or prudence. From secret, indirect assis- 
tance, a transition to some more open, decisive meas- 
ures, becomes unavoidable ; till, at last, we find our- 
selves principal in the war, and are obliged to haz- 
ard everything for an object, which might have orig- 
inally been obtained without expense or danger. 
I am not versed in the politics of the north ; but this, 
I believe, is certain ; that half the money you have 
distributed to carry the expulsion of Mr. Wilkes, or 
even your secretary's share in the last subscriptiout 
would have kept the Turks at your devotion. Was it 
economy my lord ? or did the coy resistance you have 
constantly met with in the British senate make yon 
despair of corrupting the divan? Your friends, in- 
deed, have the first claim upon your bounty : but if 
5007. a year can be spared in a pension to Sir John 
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Moore, it would not have disgraced yon to have al- 
lowed something to the secret service of the public. 

You will say, perhaps, that the situation of affairs 
at home demanded and engrossed the whole of your 
attention. Here, I confess, you have been active. 
An amiable, accomplished prince, ascends the throne 
under the happiest of all auspices, the acclamations 
and united affections of his subjects. The first meas- 
ures of his reign, and even the odium of a favorite, 
were not able to shake their attachment. Your ser- 
vices, my lord, have been more successful. Since you 
were permitted to take the lead, we have seen the 
natural effects of a system of government at once 
both odious and contemptible. We have seen the 
laws sometimes scandalously relaxed, sometimes 
violently stretched beyond their tone. We have seen 
the person of the sovereign insulted; and, in pro- 
found peace, and with an undisputed title, the <fidelity 
of his subjects brought by his own servants into pub- 
lic question.* Without abilities, resolution, or in- 
terest, you have done more than lord Bute could ac- 
complish, with all Scotland at his heels. 

Your grace, little anxious, perhaps, either for pres- 
ent or future reputation, will not desire to be handed 
down in these colors to posterity. You have reason 
to flatter yourself, that the memory of your adminis- 
tration will survive, even the forms of a constitution 

♦The wise duke, about this time, exerted all the influ- 
ence of the government to procure addresses to satisfy 
the kioRTOf the fidelity of his subjects. They came in very 
thick from Scotland ; but, after the appearance of this 
letter, we heard no more of them. 
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which our ancestors vainly hoped wonld be immor- 
tal ; and, as for your personal character, I will^not, 
for the honor of human nature, suppose that you can 
wish to have it remembered. The condition of the 
present times is desperate indeed; but there is a 
debt due to those who come after us ; and it is the 
.historian's office to punish, though he cannot cor- 
rect. I do not give you to posterity as a pattern to 
imitate, but as an example to deter ; and as your 
conduct comprehends everything that a wise or 
honest minister should avoid, I mean to make you a 
negative instruction to your successors forever. 

JUNIUS. 



LETTER XIII. 

Addressed to the Printer or the PubijIO Adver- 
tiser. 

SIR, June 12, 1769. 

The duke of Grafton's, friends, not finding it 
convenient to enter into a contest with Junius, are 
now reduced to the last melancholy resource of de- 
feated argument, the flat general charge of scurrility 
and falsehood. As for his style, I shall leave it to 
the critics. The truth of his facts is of more im- 
portance to the public. They are of such a nature, 
that I think a bare contradiction will have no weight 
with any man who judges for himself Let us take 
them in the order in which they appear in his last 
letter. 
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1. Have not the first rights of the people, and the 
first principles ot the constitution, heen openly in- 
vaded, and the very name of an election made ridicu- 
lous, by the arbitrary appointment of Mr. Luttrell ? 

2. Did not the duke of Grafton frequently lead 
his mistress into public, and even 'pl^fie her at the 
head of his table, as if he had pulled down an an- 
cient temple of Venus, and could bury all decency 
and shame under the ruins ? Is this the man who 
dares to talk of Mr. Wilkes^s morals? 

3. Is not the character of his presumptive ances- 
tors ns strongly marked in him, as if he had de- 
scended fVom them in a direct legitimate line ? The 
idea of his death is only prophetic ; and what is 
prophecy but a narrative preceding the fact ? 

4. W«is not lord Chatham the first who raised 
him to the rank and post of a minister, and the first 
whom he abandoned ? 

5. Did he not join vnth lord Rockingham, and 
betray him? 

6. Was he not the bosom friend of Mr. Wilkes, 
whom he now pursues to destruction? 

7. Did he not take his degrees with credit at 
Newmarket, White's, and the opposition ? 

8. After deserting lord Chatham's principles, and 
sacrificing his friendship, is he not now closely united 
with a set of men, who, though they have occasion- 
ally joined with all parties, have, in every different 
situation, and at all times, been equally and con- 
stantly detested by this country ? 

9. Has not sir John Moore a pension of five hun- 
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dred pounds a year ? This may probably be an ac- 
quittance of favors upon the turf: but is it possible 
for a minister to offer a grosser outrage to a nation, 
which has so very lately cleared away the beggary 
of the civil list, at the expense of more than half a 
million? 

10. Is there any one mode of thinking or acting 
with respect to America, which the duke of Grafton 
has not successively adopted and abandoned ? 

11. Is there not a singular mark of shame set 
upon this man, who has so little delicacy and feeling, 
as to submit to the*opprobrium of marrying a near 
relation of one who had debauched his wife? In the 
name of decency, how are these amiable cousins to 
meet at their uncle's table ? It will be a scene in 
CEdipus, without the distress. Is it wealth, or wit, 
or beauty? Or is the amorous youth in love ? 

The rest is notorious. That Corsica has been sacri- 
ficed to the French ; that, in some instances, the laws 
have been scandalously relaxed, and, in others, dar- 
ingly violated; and that the king's subjects have 
been called upon to assure him of their fidelity, in 
spite of the measures of his servants. 

A writer, who builds his arguments upon facts 
such as these, is not easUy to be confuted. He is not 
to be answered by general assertions or general re- 
proaches. He may want eloquence to amuse and 
persuade, but, speaking truth, he must always con- 
vince. PHILO JUNIUS. 
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LETTER XrV. 
Addressed to the Printer of the Public Adver- 

TISBB. 

SIR, June 22, 1769. 

The name of Old Koll is destined to be the ruin 
of the house of Stuart. There is an ominous fatality 
in it, which even the spurious descendants of the 
family cannot escape. Oliver Cromwell had the 
merit of conducting Charles the First to the block. 
Your correspondent, Old Nollj appears to have the 
name design upon the duke of Grafton. His argu- 
ments consist better with the title he has assumed, 
than with the principles he professes : for though he 
pretends to be an advocate for the duke, he takes 
care to give us the best reason why this patron should 
regularly follow the fate of his presumptive ancestor. 
Through the whole course of the duke of Grafton's 
life, I see a strange endeavor to unite contradictions 
which cannot be reconciled. He marries, to be di- 
vorced; he keeps a mistress, to remind him of con- 
jugal endearments ; and he chooses such friends as it 
is a virtue in liim to desert. If it were possible for 
the genius of that accomplished president, who pro- 
nounced sentence upon Charles the First, to be re- 
vived in some modern sycophant,* his grace, I doubt 
not, would by sympathy discover him among the 
dregs of mankind, and take him for a guide in those 
paths which naturally conduct a minister to the scaf- 
fold. 

* It Is hardly necessary to remind the reader of the 
name of BradHhaw. 
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The assertioii that two-thixds of the nation approve 
of the acceptance of Mr. Luttrell (for even Old Noll is 
too modest to call it an election) can neither be main- 
tained nor oonfhted by argument. It is a point of 
fact, on which every English gentleman will deter- 
mine for himself. As to lawyers, their profession is 
supported by the indiscriminate defense ot right and 
wrong; and I confess I have not that opinion of 
their knowledge or integrity, to think it necessary 
that they should decide for me upon a plain constitu- 
tional question. With respect to the appointment of 
Mr. Luttrell, the chancellor has never yet given any 
authentic opinion. Sir Fletcher Norton is, indeed, 
an honest, a very honest man ; and the attorney- 
general is ex officio the guardian of liberty ; to take 
care, I presume, that it shall never break out into a 
criminal excess. Doctor Blackstone is solicitor to 
the queen. The doctor recollected that he had a 
place to preserve, though he forgot that he had a 
reputation to lose. We have now the good fortune 
to understand the doctor's principles as well as 
vmtings. For the defense of truth, of law, and 
reason, the doctor's book may be safely consulted ; 
but whoever wishes to cheat a neighbor of his es- 
tate, or to rob a country of its rights, need make no 
scruple of consulting the doctor himself. 

The example of the English nobility may, for 
aught I know, sufficiently justify the duke of Graf- 
ton, when he indulges his genius in all the &shion- 
able excesses of the age ; yet, considering his rank 
and station, I think it would do him more honor to 
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be able to deny the fact, than to defend it by sach 
uuthority. But if vice itself could be excused, there is 
yet a certain display of it, a certain outrage to de- 
cency, and violation of public decorum, which, for the 
benefit of society, should never be forgiven. It is not 
that he kept a mistress at home, but that he constantly 
attended her abroad. It is not the private indulgence, 
but the public insult, of which I complain. The name 
of Miss Parsons would hardly have been known, if the 
first lord of the treasury had not led her in triumph 
through the opera-house, even in the presence of the 
queen. When we see a man act in this manner, we 
may admit the shameless depravity of his heart; but 
what are we to think of his understanding ? 

His grace, it seems, is now to be a regular, domestic 
man ; and, as an omen of the future delicacy and 
correctness of his conduct, he marries a first cousin 
of the man who had fixed that mark and title of in. 
famy upon him, which, at the same moment, makes 
a husband unhappy and ridiculous. The ties of con- 
3anguinity may possibly preserve him from the same 
&te a second time ; and as to the distress of meeting, 
I take for granted, the venerable uncle of these com- 
mon cousins has settled the etiquette in such a man- 
ner, that, if a mistake should happen, it may reach no 
further than from madame ma femme to madame ma 
eausine. 

The duke of Grafbon has always some excellent 
reasons for deserting his friends : the age and incapa- 
city of lord Chatham, the debility of lord Rocking- 
ham, or the infamy of Mr. Wilkes. There was a 
time, indeed, when he did not appear to be quite as 
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well acquainted, or so violently ofifended, with the 
infirmities of his friends : but now I confess they are 
not ill exchanged for the youthfol, vigorous "virtue 
of the duke of Bedford ; the firmness of general Con- 
way ; the blunt, or, if I may call it, the awkward in- 
tegrity of Mr. Rigby; and the spotless morality of 
lord Sandwich. 

If a late pension to a broken gambler* be an act 
worthy of commendation, the duke of Grafton's con- 
nections will furnish him with many opportunities of 
doing praiseworthy actions ; and as he himself bears 
no part of the expense, the generosity of distributing 
the public money for the support of virtuous femi- 
lies in distress, will be an unquestionable proof of 
his grace's humanity. 

As to public affairs. Old Noll is a little tender of 
descending to particulars. He does not deny that 
Corsica has been sacrificed to France ; and he con- 
fesses that, with regard to America, his patron's 
measures have been subject to some variation : but 
then he promises wonders of stability and firmness 
for the future. These are mysteries, of which we 
must not pretend to judge by experience ; and, truly, 
I fear we shall perish in the desert, before we arrive 
at the land of promise. In the regular course of 
things, the period of the duke of Grafton's minis- 
terial manhood should now be approaching. The 
imbecility of his infant state was committed to lord 
Chatham. Charles Townshend took care of his edu- 
cation fiX that ambiguous age, which lies between the 

^Ir John Moore. 
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lollies of political childhood and the vices of puberty. 
The empire of the passions soon sacoeeded. His 
earliest principles and connections were of oonrse for- 
gotten or despised. The company he has lately kept 
has been of no service to his morals ; and, in the 
c'onduct of public afiiairs, we see the character of his 
time of life strongly distinguished. An obstinate, 
ungovernable self-sufficiency plainly points*out to 
U8 that state of imperfect maturity at which the 
graceful levity of youth is lost, and the solidity of 
experience not yet acquired. It is possible the 
young man may, in time, grow wiser, and reform ; 
but if I understand his disposition, it is not of such 
corrigible stuff that we should hope for any amend- 
ment in him, before he has accomplished the de- 
Htruction of his country. Like other rakes, he may, 
perhaps, live to see his error, but not until he has 

ruined his estate. 

PHILO JUNIUS. 



LETTER XV. 
To HIS Grace the Duke of Grafton. 

MY LORD, July 8, 1780L 

If nature had given you an understanding quali- 
fied to keep pace with the wishes and principles of 
your heart, she would have made you, perhaps, the 
most fbrmidable minister that ever was employed, 
under a limited monarch, to accomplish the ruin of a 
free people. When neither the feelings of shame, the 
reproaches of conscience, nor the dread of punisl)- 
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ment, form any bar to the designs of a minister^ the 
people would have too much reason to lament their 
condition, if they did not find some resource in the 
weakness of his understanding. We owe it to the 
bounty of Providence, that the completest depravity 
of the heart is sometimes strangely united with a 
confusion of the mind, which counteracts the most 
favorite principles, and makes the same man treach- 
erous without art, and a hypocrite without deceiving. 
The measures, for instance, in which your grace's 
activity has been chiefly exerted, as they were 
adopted without skill, should have been conducted 
with more than common dexterity. But truly, my 
lord, the execution has been as gross as the design. 
By one decisive step you have defeated all the arts of 
writing. You have fairly confounded the intrigues 
of opposition, and silenced the clamors of faction. A 
dark, ambiguous system might require and furnish 
the materials of ingenious illustration; and, in 
doubtful measures, the virulent exaggeration of party 
must be employed to rouse and engage the passions 
of the people. You have now brought the merits of 
your administration to an issue, on which every- 
Englishman, of the narrowest capacity, may deter- 
mine for himself: it is not an alarm to the passion, 
but a calm appeal to the judgment of the people, 
upon their own most essential interests. A more 
experienced minister would not have hazarded a 
direct invasion of the first principles of the constitu- 
tion, before he had made some progress in subduing 
the spirit of the people. With such a cau^e as yours, 
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my lord, it is not sufficient that you have the court 
at your devotion, unless you can find means to cor- 
rupt or intimidate the jury. The collective body of 
the people form that jury, and from their decision 
there is but one appeal. 

Whether you have talents to support yon at a crisis 
of such difficulty and danger, should long since have 
been considered. Judging truly of your disposition, 
you have, perhaps, mistaken the extent of your ca- 
pacity. Good faith aud folly have so long been re- 
ceived as synonymous terms, that the reverse of the 
proposition has grown into credit, and every villian 
fancies himself a man of abilities. It is the appre- 
hension of your friends, my lord, that you have drawn 
some hasty conclusion of this sort, and that a partial 
reliance upon your moral character has betrayed you 
beyond the depth of your understanding. You ha\e 
now carried things too far to retreat. You have 
plainly declared to the people what they are to expect 
from the continuance of your administration. It is 
time for your grace to consider what you also may 
expect in return from their spirit and their resent- 
ment. 

Since the accession of our most gracious sovereign 
to the throne, we have seen a system of government 
which may well be called a reign of experiments. 
Parties of all denominations have been employed and 
dismissed. The advice of the ablest men in this 
country has been repeatedly called for, and rejected ; 
and when the royal displeasure has been signified to 
a minister, the marks of it have usually been pro- 
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portioned to his abilities and integrity .^The spirit of 
the favorite had some apparent influence upon every 
administration : and every set of ministers preserved 
an appearance of duration as long as they submitted 
to that influence. But there were certain services to 
be performed for the favorite^s security, or to gratify 
his resentments, which your predecessors in office had 
the wisdom or the virtue not to undertake. The mo- 
ment this refractory spirit was discovered, their dis- 
grace was determined. Lord Chatham, Mr. Gren- > 
ville, and lord Rockingham, have successively had ( 
the honor to be dismissed for preferring their duty as 
servants of the public to those compliances which I 
were expected from their station. A submissive ad- 
ministration was at last gradually collected from the 
deserters of all parties, interests, and connections; j 
uid nothing remained but to find a leader for these 
gallant, well-disciplined troops. Stand forth, my 
lord ; for thou art the man. Lord Bute found no re- 
source of dependence or security in the proud, impos- 
ing superiority of lord Chatham's abilities; the 
shrewd, inflexible judgment of Mr. Grenville; nor 
in the mild but determined integrity of lord Eock- 
ingham. His views and situation required a creature 
void of all these properties ; and he was forced to go 
through every division, resolution, composition, and 
refinement of political chemi£<try, before he happily 
arrived at the caput mortuwm of vitriol in your grace. 
Flat and insipid in your retired state ; but, brought 
into action, you become vitriol again. Such are the 
extremes of alternate indolence or fury, which hov^ 

7 
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governed your whole administration. Your circum- 
stances, with regard to the people, soon becoming 
desperate, like other honest servants, yon determined 
to involve the best of masters in the same difficulties 
with yourself. We owe it to your grace's well- 
directed labors, that your sovereign has been per- 
suaded to doubt of the affections ot his subjects, and 
the people to suspect the virtues of their sover- 
eign, at a time when both were unquestionable. You 
have degraded the royal dignity into a base and dis- 
honorable competition with Mr. Wilkes: nor had you 
abilities to carry even the last contemptible triumph 
over a private man, without the grossest violation of 
the fundamental laws of the constitution and rights 
of the people. But these are rights, my lord, which 
you can no more annihilate, than you can the soil to 
which they are annexed. The question no longer 
turns upon points of national honor and security 
abroad, or on the degrees of expedience and propriety 
of measures at home. It was not inconsistent that 
you should abandon the cause of liberty in another 
country, which you had persecuted in your own : and, 
in the common arts of domestic corruption, we miss 
no part of sir Robert Wali)ole's system, except his 
abilities. In this humble, imitative line, you might 
long have proceeded safe and contemptible. Yon 
might probably never have risen to the dignity of 
being hated, and even have been despised with mod- 
eration. But it seems you meant to be distinguished ; 
and, to a mind like yours, there was no other road to 
fume but by the destruction of a noble fabric, which 
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you thonght had been too long the admiration of 
mankind. The use yon have made of the military 
force, introduced an alarming change in the mode of 
executing the laws. The arbitary appointment of 
Mr. Luttrell invades the fountain of the laws them- 
selves, as it manifestly transfers the right of legisla- 
tion }rom those whom the people have chosen, to 
those whom they have rejected. With a succession 
of such appointments, we may soon see a house of 
commons collected, in the choice of which the other 
towns and counties of England will have as little 
share as the devoted county of Middlesex. 

Yet I trust your grace will find that the people of 
this country are neither to be intimidated by violent 
measures, nor deceived by refinements. When they 
see Mr. Luttrell seated in the house of commons, by 
mere dint of power, and in direct opposition to the 
choice of a whole county, they will not listen to 
those subtleties by which every arbitrary exertion of 
authority is explained into the law and privilege of 
parliament. It requires no persuasion of argument, 
but simply the evidence of the senses, to convince 
them, that, to transfer the right of election &om the 
collective to the representative body of the people, 
contradicts all those ideas of a house of commons 
which they have received from their forefathers, and 
which they had already, though vainly, perhaps, de- 
livered to their children. The principles on which 
this violent measure has been defended have added 
scorn to injury, and forced us to feel that we are not 
only oppressed, but insulted. 
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With what force, my lord, with what protection, 
are yon prepared to meet the united detestation of 
the people of England ? The city of London has 
given a generous example to the kingdom, in what 
manner a king of this conntry onght to he addressed : 
and I fancy, my lord, it is not yet in your courage 
to stand between your sovereign and the addresses of 
his subjects. The injuries you have done this coun- 
try are such as demand not only redress, but ven- 
geance. In vain shall you look for protection to 
that venal vote which you have already paid for : 
another must be purchased ; and, to save a minister, 
the house of commons must declare themselves not 
only independent of their constituents, but the de- 
termined enelnies of the constitution. Ck)nsider, my 
lord, whether this be an extremity to which their 
fears will permit them to advance : or, if their pro- 
tection should fail you, how fax you are authorized 
to rely upon the sincerity of those smiles, which a 
pious court lavishes without reluctance upon a liber- 
tine by profession. It is not, indeed, the least of the 
thousand contradictions which attend you, that a 
man, marked to the world by the grossest violation 
of all ceremony and decorum, should be the first 
servant of a court, in which prayers are morality, 
and kneeling is religion. 

Trust not too far to appearances, by which your 
predecessors have been deceived, though they have 
not been iiyured. Even the best of princes may at 
last discover, that this is a contention in which 
every thing may be lost, but nothing can be gained : 
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and, as yon became minister by accident, were 
adopted without choice, tfusted without confidence, 
and continued without fayor,^t$<»>3Sured, that when- 
ever an occasion presses, you will be discarded with- 
out even the forms of regret. Yon* Will then have 
reason to be thankful, if you are perniijrCcd to retire 
to that seat of learning, which, in contempTation of 
the system of your life, the comparative jiurity of 
your manners with those of their high stewsurd* and 
a thousand other recommending circumstances, hba 
chosen you to encourage the growing virtue of'tlifcir 
youth, and to preside over their education. When- 
ever the spirit of distributing prebends and bishoprics 
shall have departed from yOu, you will find that 
learned seminary perfectly recovered from the 
delirium of an installation, and, what in truth it 
ought to be, once more a peaceful scene of slumber 
and thoughtless meditation. The venerable tutors 
of the university will no longer distress your 
modesty, by proposing you for a pattern to their 
pupils. The learned dullness of declamation will be 
silent; and even the venal ^use, though happiest in 
fiction, will forget your virtues. Yet, for the benefit 
of the succeeding age, I could wish that your retreat 
might be deferred until your morals shall happily be 
ripened to that maturity of corruption, at which the 
worst examples cease to be contagious. 

^ JUNIUS. 
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LE'CTEK XVI. 

To THB PRIN!^Bi^<5P THE PUBIilO ADYBRTISSB. 

8IK, ..* ' July 19, 1780. 

A great dea^ of useless argoment might have 
been saved in the political contest which has arisen 
from th^ expulsion of Mr. Wilkes, and the suhse- 
quenji appointment of Mr. Luttrell. if the question 
had been once stated with precision, to the satisfac- 
,t%).ir.of each party, and clearly understood by them 

; '^}>eth. But in this, as in almost every other dispute, 
M usually happens that much time is lost in referring 

' ' to a multitude of cases and precedents^ which prove 
nothing to the purpose ; or in maintaining proposi- 
tions, which are either not disputed, or, whether 
they be admitted or denied, are entirelyindifferentas 
to the matter in debate ; until at last, the mind, 
perplexed and confounded with the endless subtleties 
of controversy, loses sight of the main question, and 
never arrives at truth. Both parties in the dispute 
are apt enough to practise these dishonest artifices 
The man who is conscious of the weakness of his 
cause is interested in concealing it: and, on the 
other side, it is not uncommon to see a good cause 
mangled by advocates, who do not know the real 
strength of it. 

I should be glad to know, for instance, to what 
purpose, in the present case, so many precedents 
have been produced, to prove that the house of com- 
mons have a right to expel one of their own mem- 
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beis ; that it belongs to them to judge of the validity 
of elections ; or that the law of parliament is part of 
the law of the land ?* After all these propositions 
are admitted, Mr. Luttrell's right to his seat will 
continue to be just as disputable as it was before. 
Not one of them is at present in agitation. Let it be 
admitted that the house of commons were authorized 
to expel Mr. Wilkes, that they are the proper court 
to judge of elections, and that the law of parliament 
is binding upon the people ; still it remains to be in- 
quired, whether the house, by their resolution in' 
fevor of Mr. Luttrell, have, or have not, truly de- 
clared that law^ To facilitate this inquiry, I would 
have the question cleared of all foreign or indifferent 
matter. The following state of it will probably be 
thought a fto one by both parties; and then I 
imagine there is no gentleman in this country who 
will not be capable of forming a judicious and true 
opinion upon it. I take the question to be strictly 
this ; " Whether or no it be the known, established 
law of parliament, that the expulsion of a member of 
the house of commons, of itself creates in him such an 
incapacity to be re-elected, that, at a subsequent 
election, any votes given to him are null and void; 
and that any other candidate, who, except the person 
expelled, has the greatest number of votes, ought to 
be the sitting member." 
To prove that the affirmative is the law of parlia- 

* The reader will observe, that these admissions are 
made, not as of truths unquestionable, but for the sake of 
argument, and in order to bring the real question to 
Issue. 
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ment, I apprehend it is not sufficient for the present 
house of commons to declare it to be so. We may 
shat onr eyes, indeed, to the dangerous consequences 
of suffering one branch of the legislature to declare 
new laws without argument or example; and it may, 
perhaps, be prudent enough to submit to authority ; 
but a mere assertion will never convince, much less 
will it be thought reasonable to prove the right by 
the fact itself. The ministry have not yet pretended 
to such a tyranny over our minds. To support the 
affirmative fairly, it will either be necessaiy to pro- 
duce some statute, in which that positive provision 
shall have been made, that specific disability clearly 
created, and the consequences of it declared ; or, if 
there be no such statute, the custom of parliament 
must then be referred to ; and some case or cases,* 
strictly in point, must be produced, with the decision 
of the court upon them ; for I readily admit, that the 
custom of parliament, once clearly proved, is equally 
binding vnth the common and statute law. 

The consideration of what may be reasonable or 
unreasonable, makes no part of this question. We 
are inquiring what the law is, not what it ought to 
be. Reason may be applied to show the impropriety 
or expediency of a law ; but we must have either 
statute or precedent to prove the existence of it. At 
the same time, I do not mean to admit that the late 
resolution of the house of commons is defensible on 



* Precedents, in opposition to principles, have little 
weight with Junius; but he thouflrht it necessarj to meet 
the mlnis^ upon their own erround. 
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geneial principles of reason, any more than in law. 
This is not the hinge on which the dehate tnms. 

Supposing) therefore, that I have laid down an ac- 
corate state of the question, I will venture to affirm, 
1st. That there is no statute existing, by which that 
specific disability which we speak of is created. If 
there be, let it be produced. The argument will then 
be at an end. 

2dly, That there is no precedent, in all the proceed- 
ings of the house of commons, which comes entirely 
home to the present case, viz.: " Where an expelled 
member has been returned again, and another candi- 
date, with an inferior number of votes, has been 
declared the sitting member.'' If there be such a 
precedent, let it be given to us plainly ; and I am sure 
it will have more weight than all the cunning argu- 
ments which have been drawn from inferences and 
probabilities. 

The ministry, in that laborious pamphlet, which, I 
presume, contains the whole strength of the party, 
have declared, " That Mr. Walpole's was the first and 
only instance in which the electors of any county or 
borough had returned a person expelled to serve in 
the same parliament." It is not possible to conceive 
a case more exactly in point. Mr. Walpole was ex- 
pelled ; and, having a msgority of votes at the next 
election, was returned again. The friends of Mr. 
Taylor, a candidate set up by the ministry, petitioned 
the house that he might be the sitting member. Thus 
far the circumstances tally exactly, except that our 
house of commons saved Mr. Luttrell the trouble of 
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petitioning. The point of law, however, was the 
name. It came regolarly before the house, and it was 
their business to determine Jipon it. They did de- 
termine upon it ; for they declared Mr. Taylor not 
duly elected. K it be said, that they meant this reso- 
lution as matter of favor and indulgence to the 
borough, which had retorted Mr. Walpole upon them, 
in order that the burgesses, knowing what the law 
was, might correct their error, I answer, 

I. That it is a strange way of arguing, to oppose a 
MUpposition, which no man can prove, to a £EM:t which 
proves itself. 

II. That if this were the intention of the house of 
commons, it must have defeated itself. The bur- 
genBes of Lynn could never have known their error, 
much less could they have corrected it by any instruc- 
tion they received from the proceeding? of the house 
of commons. They might, perhaps, have foreseen, 
that if they returned Mr. Walpole again, he would 
again be rejected; but they never could infer, from a 
resolution by which the candidate with the fewest 
votes was declared not duly elected, that, at a future 
election, and in similar circumstances, the house of 
commons would reverse their resolution, and receive 
the same candidate as duly elected, whom they had 
before rejected. 

This, indeed, would have been a most extraordinary 
way of declaring the law of parliament, and what, I 
presume, no man, whose understanding is not at 
crom purposes with itself, could possibly understand. 

If, in a case of this importance, I thought myself 
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at liberty to aigae fh>m sappositions rather than 
from tgucts, I think the probability, in this instance, is 
directly the reverse of what the ministry affirm ; and 
that it is mnch more likely that the honse of com- 
mons, at that time, wonld rather have strained a point 
in favor of Mr. Taylor, than that they would have 
violated the law of parliament, and robbed Mr. Tay- 
lor of a right legally vested in him, to gratify a re- 
fractory borough, which, in defiance of them, had 
returned a person branded with the strongest mark 
of the displeasure of the house. 

But really, sir, this way of talking (for I cannot 
call it argument) is a mockery of the common un- 
derstanding of the nation, too gross to be endured. 
Our dearest interests are at stake. An attempt has 
been made, not merely to rob a single county of its 
rights, but, by inevitable consequence, to alter the 
constitution of the house of commons. This fatal 
attempt has succeeded, and stands as a precedent re- 
corded for ever. If the ministry are unable to de- 
fend their cause by fair argument, founded on facts, 
let them spare us, at least, the mortification of being 
amused and deluded, like children. I believe there 
is yet a spirit of resistance in this country, which 
will not submit to be oppressed ; but I am sure there 
is a fund of good sense in this country, which cannot 
be deceiyed. 

JUNIUS. 
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LETTER XVII. 

To THB Printer of thb Pubi^io Adybbtuubb. 

SIR, August 1, 17e9. 

It will not be necessary for Jnnias to take the 
trouble of answering your correspondent G. A. or the 
quotation from a speech without doors, published in 
your paper of the 28th of last month. The speech 
appeared before Junius's letter ; and, as the author 
seems to consider the great proposition on which all 
his argument depends, viz., that Mr, Wilkes was under 
that known legal incapacity of which Junius speakSj as 
a point granted, his speech is in no shape an answer 
to Junius, for this is the very question in debate. 

As to G. A. I observe, first that if he did not admit 
Junius's state of the question, he should have shown 
the fallacy of it, or given us a more exact one ; sec- 
ondly, that, considering the many hours and days 
which the ministry and their advocates have wasted 
in public debate, in compiling large quartos, and 
collecting innumerable precedents, expressly to 
prove that the late proceedings of the house of com- 
mons are warranted by the law, custom, and practice 
of parliament, it is rather an extraordinary supposi- 
tion to be made by one of their own party, even for 
the sake of argument, that no such statute, no such 
custom of parliament, no such case in point, can beprO' 
duced, G. A. may, however, make the supposition 
with safety. It contains nothing but literally the 
fact; except that there is a case exactly in point, 
with a decision of the house diametrically opposite 
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to that whicli the present house of commons came to 
in favor of Mr. LnttrelL 

The ministry now begin to be ashamed of the 
weakness of their cause ; and, as it usually happens 
with falsehood, are driven to the necessity of shift- 
ing their ground, and changing their whole defense. 
At first we were told, that nothing could be clearer 
than that the proceedings of the house of commons 
were justified by the known law and uniform custom 
of parliament. But now, it seems, if there be no law, 
the house of commons have a right to make one ; and 
if there be no precedent, they have a right to create 
the first : for this, I presume, is the amount of the 
question proposed to Junius. If your correspondent 
had been at all versed in the law of parliament, or 
generally in the laws of this cotrntry, he would have 
seen that this defense is as weak and Mse as the 
former. 

The privileges of either house of i)arliament, it is 
true, are indefinite : that is, they have not been de- 
scribed or laid down in any one code or declaration 
whatsoever; but, whenever a question of privilege 
has arisen, it has invariably been disputed or main- 
tained upon the footing of precedents alone.* In 
the course of the proceedings upon the Aylesbury 
election, the house of lords resolved, " That neither 
house of x>arliament had any power, by any vote or 
declaration, to create to themselves any new privi- 

* This is still meetlngr the ministry upon their own 
erround; for, in truth, no precedents will support either 
natural injustice, or violation of positive rights. 
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lege, that was not warranted by the known laws and 
customs of parliament." And to this role, the honse 
of commons, though otherwise they had acted in a 
very arbitrary manner, gave their assent; for they 
affirmed that they had guided themselves by it in 
asserting their privil^es. Now, sir, if this be true, 
with respect to matters of privilege, in which the 
house of commons, individually, and as a body, are 
principally concerned, how much moce strongly will 
it hold against any pretended power in that house to 
create or declare a new law, by which not only the 
rights of the house over their own member and those 
of the member himself, are included, but also those 
of a third and separate party; I mean the free- 
holders of the kingdom ! To do justice to the min- 
istry, they have not yet pretended that any one, or 
any two, of the three estates, have power to make a 
new law, without the concurrence of the third. They 
know, that a man who maintains such a doctrine, is 
liable, by statute, to the heaviest penalties. They do 
not acknowledge that the house of commons have 
assumed a new privilege, or declared a new law. On 
the contrary, they affirm that their proceedings have 
been strictly conformable to, and founded upon, the 
ancient law and custom of parliament. Thus, there- 
fore, the question returns to the point at which 
Junius had fixed it, viz. Whether or no this be the 
law of parliament t If it be not, the house of com- 
mons had no legal authority to establish the prece- 
dent ; and the precedent itself is a mere fact, without 
any proof of right whatsoever. 
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Your correspondent concludes with a question of 
the simplest nature : Must a thing he wrong because 
it 7ia8 never been done before f No. But, admitting 
it were proper to be done, that alone does not convey 
an authority to do it. As to the present case, I hope 
I shall never see the time, when not only a single 
person, but a whole county, and, in effect, the entire 
collective body of the people, may again be robbed of 
their birth-right by a vote of the house of commons. 
But if, for reasons which I am unable to comprehend, 
it be necessary to trust that house with a power so 
exorbitant and so unconstitutional, at least let it be 
given them by an act of the legislature. 

PHILO JUNIUS. 



LETTER XVIII. 

To Sir WilijIam Blagkstone, Solicitor General to 

HER Majesty. 
SIR, July 29, 1769. 

I shall make you no apology for considering a cer- 
tain pamphlet, in which your late conduct is de- 
fended, as written by yourself. The personal inter- 
est, the personal resentments, and, above all, that 
wounded spirit, unaccustomed to reproach, and, I 
hope, not frequently conscious of deserving it, are 
signals which betray the author to us as plainly as if 
your name were in the title page. You appeal to the 
public in defense of your reputation. "We hold it, sir, 
that an injury offered to an individual is interesting 
to society. On this principle, the people of England 
made common cause with Mr. Wilkes. On this prin- 
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ciple, if you are ii^jared they will join in your re- 
sentment. I shall not follow you through the insipid 
form of a third person, but address myself to yon 
directly. 

Yoa seem to think the channel of a pamphlet more 
respectable, and better suited to the dignity of your 
cause, than that of a newspaper. Be it so. Yet, if 
newspai)ers are scurrilous, you must confess they are 
impartial. Tht-y give us, without any apparent 
preference, the ^vitand argument of the ministry, as 
well as the abusive dullness of the opposition. The 
scales are equally poised. It is not the printer's fault 
if the greater weight inclines the balance. 

Your pamphlet, then, is divided into an attack 
upon Mr. Grenville's character, and a defense of your 
own. It would have been more consistent, perhaps, 
with your professed intention, to have confined your- 
self to the last. But anger has some claim to in- 
dulgence, and railing is usually a relief to the mind. 
I hope you have found benefit from the experiment. 
It is not my design to enter into a formal vindication 
of Mr. Grenville upon his own principles. I have 
neither the honor of being personally known to him, 
nor do I pretend to be completely master of all the 
facts. I need not run the risk of doing an iiyustice 
to his opinions, or to his conduct, when your pamph- 
let alone carries, upon the face of it, a full Tindication 
of both. 

Your first reflection is, that Mr. Grenville* was, 

♦ Mr. Grenville had quoted a passage from the doctor's 
excellent Commentaries, which directly contradicted the 
doctrine maintained by the doctor in the house of com- 
mons. 
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of all men, the person who should not have com- 
plained of inconsistence with regard to Mr. Wilkes. 
This, sir, is either an unmeaning sneer, a peevish ex- 
pression of resentment ; or, if it means anything, 
you plainly beg the question ; for whether his par- 
liamentary conduct, with regard to Mr. wilkes, has 
or has not been inconsistent remains yet to be proved. 
But it seems he received upon the spot a sufficient 
chastisement for exercising so unfairly his talents of 
misrepresentation. You are a lawyer, sir, and know 
better than I do upon what particular occasions a 
talent for misrepresentation may be fairly exerted ; 
but to punish a man a second time, when he has been 
once sufficiently chastised, is rather too severe. It 
is not in the laws of England ; it is not in your 
own Commentaries ; nor is it yet, I believe, in the 
new law you have revealed to the house of commons. 
I hope this doctrine has no existence but in your 
own heart. After all, sir, if you had consulted that 
sober discretion which you seem to oppose with 
triumph to the honest jollity of a tavern, it might 
have occurred to you, that, although you could have 
succeeded in fixing a charge of inconsistence upon 
Mr. Grenville, it would not have tended in any shape 
to exculpate yourself. 

Your next insinuation, that sir William Meredith 
had hastily adopted the false glosses of his new ally, 
is of the same sort with the first. It conveys a sneer, 
as little worthy of the gravity of your character, as 
it is useless to your defense. It is of little moment 
to the public to inquire by whom the charge was con- 
8 



114 JUNIUS. 

ceived, or by whom it was adopted. The only qnes- 
tion we ask is, whether or not it be tme ? The re- 
mainder of your reflections upon Mr. Grenyille's con- 
dact destroy themselves. He conld not possibly come 
prepared to tradace your integrity to the house ; he 
could not foresee that you would even speak upon 
the question; much less could he foresee that you 
would maintain a direct contradiction of that doc- 
trine which you had solemnly, disinterestedly, and, 
upon the soberest reflection, delivered tothe public. 
He came armed, indeed, with what he thought a re- 
spectable authority, to support what he was con- 
vinced was the cause of truth ; and, I doubt not, he 
intended to give you, in the course of the debate, an 
an honorable and public testimony of his esteem. 
Thinking highly of his abilities,Icannot, however, 
allow him the gift of divination. As to what you are 
pleased to call a plan, coolly formed, to impose upon 
the house of commons, and his producing it, without 
provocation, at midnight, I consider it as the language 
of pique and invective, therefore unworthy of regard. 
But, sir, I am sensible I have followed your exam- 
ple too long, and wandered from the point. 

The quotation from your Commentaries is mattet 
of record : it can neither be altered by your friends, 
nor misrepresented by your enemies : and I am will- 
ing to take your own word for what you have said in 
the house of commons. If there be a real difference 
between what you have written, and what you Have 
spoken, you confess that your book ought to be the 
standard. Now, sir, if words mean any thing, I ap- 
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prehend, that when a long enumeration of disquali- 
fications (whether by statute or the custom of par« 
liament) concludes with these general comprehensive 
words, "but subject to these restrictions and dia- 
qualifications, every subject of the realm is eligible 
of common right," — a reader, of plain understand- 
ing, must of course rest satisfied that no species of 
disqualification whatsoever had been omitted. The 
known character of the author, and the apparent ac- 
curacy vnth which the whole work is compiled, 
would confirm him in his opinion : nor could he pos- 
sibly form any other judgment, without looking upon 
your Commentaries in the same light in which you 
consider those penal laws, which, though not re- 
pealed, are fallen into disuse, and are now, in effect, 
a snare to the unwary* 

You tell us, indeed, that it was not part of your 
plan to specify any temporary incapacity ; and that 
you could not, without a spirit of prophecy, have^ 
specified the disability of a private individual sub- 
sequent to the period at which you wrote. What 
your plan was I know not ; but what it should have 
been, in order to complete the work you have given 
us, is by no means difficult to determine. The in- 
capacity, which you call temporary, may' continue 
seven years ; and though you might not have fore- 
seen the particular case of Mr. Wilkes, you might, 
and should, have foreseen the possibility of such a 

* If, in stating the law upon any point, a judgre deliber* 
atelyaffirmsthat he has included every case, andpt should 
appear that he has purposely omittea a materiu case, he 
does, in effect, lay a snare for the unwary. 
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case, and told ns how tax the house of oommons were 
authorized to proceed in it hy the law and custom of 
parliament The freeholders of Middlesex wonld 
then have known what they had to tmst to, and 
wonld never have returned Mr. "Wilkes, when colonel 
Luttrell was a candidate against him. They wonld 
have chosen some indifferent person^ rather than 
submit to be represented by the object of their con- 
tempt and detestation. 

Your attempt to distinguish between disabilities 
which affect whole classes of men, and those which 

affect individuals only, is really unworthy of your 
understanding. Your Commentaries had taught me, 
that, although the instance in which a penal law is 
exerted, be particular, the laws themselves are gen- 
eral : they are made for the benefit and instruction 
of the public, though the penalty falls only upon an 
individual. . You cannot but know, sir, that what 
was Mr. "Wilkes's case yesterday may be yours or 
mine to-morrow, and that, consequently, the com- 
mon right of every subject of the realm is invaded 
by it. Professinig, therefore, to treat of the constitu- 
tion of the house of commons, and of the laws and 
customs relative to that constitution, you certainly 
were guilty of a most unpardonable omission, in tak- 
ing no notice of a right and privilege of the house mwe 
extraordinary and more arbitrary than all the others 
they possess . put together. If the expulsion of a 
member, not under any legal disability, of itself 
creates in him an incapacity to be elected, I see a 
^eady way marked out, by which the minority may, 
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at aDy time, remoTe thehonestest and ablest men who 
happen to he in opposition to them. To say that 
they will not make this extravagant use of their pow- 
er would be a language unfit for a man so learned in 
the laws as you are. By your doctrine, sir, they have 
the power: and laws, you know, are intended to 
guard against what men may do, not to trust to^what 
they will do. 

Upon the whole, sir, the charge against you is of a 
plain, simple nature ; it appears even upon the face 
of your own pamphlet. On the contrary, your j usti- 
fication of yourself is full ot subtlety and refinement, 
and in some places not very intelligible. If I were 
personally your enemy, I should dwell with a malig- 
nant pleasure upon those great and useful qualifica- 
tions which you certainly possess, and by which you 
have once acquired, though they could not^reserve to 
you the respect and esteem of your country; I should 
enumerate the honors you have lost, and the virtues 
you have disgraced ; but, having no private resent- 
ments to gratify, I think it sufficient to have given 
my opinion of your public conduct, leaving the pun- 
ishment it deserves to your closet and to yourself 

JUNIUS. 



LETTERS XIX. 
Addressed tothe Pbiitteb of the Public Advebtiser 

SIK, August U, 1769. 

A correspondent of the St. James's Evening Post 
first wilfully misunderstands Junius, then censures 
him for a bad reasoner. Junius does not say that it 
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was incombent upon doctor Blackatone to foresee 
and state the crimes for which Mr. Wilkes was ex- 
pelled. If, by a spirit of prophecy, he had even dcme 
80, it wonld have been nothing to the purpose. The 
question is, not for what particular offences a person 
may be expelled, but, generally, whether by the law 
of parliament expulsion alone creates a^disqualifica" 
tion. If the affirmative be the law of parliament, 
doctor Blackstone might and should have told us so. 
The question is not confined to this or that particu- 
lar person, but forms one great general branch of 
disqualification, too important in itself, and too ex- 
tensive in its consequences, to be omitted in an accu- 
rate work expressly treating of the law of parlia- 
ment. 

The truth of the matter is evidently this: doctor 
Blackstone, while he was speaking in the house of 
commons, never once thought of his Commentaries, 
until the contradiction was unexpectedly urged, and 
stared him in the face. Instead of defending him- 
self upon the spot, he sunk under the charge in an 
agony of confusion and despair. It was well known 
that there was a pause of some minutes in the house, 
from a general expectation that the doctor would 
say something in his own defense ; but it seems his 
faculties were too much overpowered to think of 
those subtleties and refinements which have since 
occurred to him. It was then Mr. Grenville received 
that severe chastisement which the doctor mentions 
with so much triumph : / wish the honorable genUe- 
maUf instead of shaking his head^ would shake a good 
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argument out of it If to the elegance, novelty, and 
bitterness of tliis ingenious sarcasm, we add the natu- 
ral melody of the amiable sir Fletcher Norton's pipe, 
we shall not be surprised that Mr. Grenville was un- 
able to make him any reply. 

As to the doctor, I would recommend it to him to 
be quiet. If not, he may, perhaps, hear again from 
Junius himself. 1 PHILO JUNIUS. 



Postscript to a pamphlet entitled An Answer to a 
Q^e8t^on stated; supposed to be written by Dr. 
Blackstone, solicitor to the queen, in answer to 
Junius's letter. 

Since these papers were sent to the press, a writer, 
in the public papers, who subscribes himself Junius, 
has made a feint of bringing this question to a short 
issue. Though the foregoing observations contain, in 
my opinion at least, a full refutation of all that this 
writer has offered, I shall, however, bestow a very few 
words upon him. It will cost me very little trouble 
to unravel and expose the sophistry of his argument. 

" I take the question," says he, "to be strictly this: 
Whether or no it be the known established law of 
parliament, that the expulsion of a member of the 
house of commons, of itself, creates in him such an 
incapacity to be re-elected, that, at a subsequent elec- 
tion, any votes given to him are null and void ; and 
that any other candidate, who, except the person ex- 
pelled has the greatest number of votes, ought to be 
the sitting member." 



120 JUNIUS. 

Waiving, for the present, any objection I 'may have 
to this state of the question, I shall venture to meet 
our champion upon his own ground ; and attempt to 
support the affirmative of it, in one of the two ways 
by which he says it can be alone fidrly supported. 
"If there be no statute,'' says he, "in which the 
specific disability is clearly created, etc (and we ac- 
knowledge there is none) the custom of parliament 
must then be referred to ; and some case, or cases, 
strictly in point, must be produced, with the decision 
of the court upon them." Now I assert that this has 
been done. Mr. Walpole's case is strictly in point, to 
prove that expulsion creates absolute incapacity of 
being re-elected. This was the clear decision of the 
house upon it; and was a full declaration that in- 
capacity was the necessary consequence of expulsion. 
The law was as clearly and firmly fixed by this reso- 
lution, and is as binding in every subsequent case of 
expulsion, as if it had been declared by an express 
statute that a " member, expelled by a resolution of 
the house of commons, shall be deemed incapable of 
being re-elected." What ever doubt, then, there 
might have been of the law, before Mr. Walpole's 
case, with respect to the full operation of a vote of 
expulsion, there can be none now. The decision of 
the house, upon this case, is strictly in point, to prove 
that expulsion creates absolute incapacity in law of 
being re-elected. 

But incapacity in law, in this instance, must have 
the same operation and effect with incapacity in law 
in every other instance. Now, incapacity of being 
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re-elected implies, in its very terms, that any votes 
given to the incapable person, at a subsequent elec- 
tion, are null and void. This is its necessary opera- 
tion, or it has no operation at all : it is vox etprxterea 
nihil. "We can no more be called npon to prove this 
proposition, than we can to prove that a dead man is 
not alive, or that twice two are four. When the 
terms are understood, the proposition is self-evident. 

Lastly, it is, in all cases of election, the known and 
established law of the land, grounded upon the clear- 
est principles of reason and common sense, that if the 
votes given to one candidate are null and void, they 
cannot be opposed to the votes given to another can- 
didate ; they cannot affect the votes of such candi- 
date at all. As they have, on the one hand, no posi- 
tive quality to add or establish, so have they, on the 
other hand, no negative one to substract or destroy. 
They are, in a word, a mere nonentity. Such was the 
determination of the house of commons in the Mai- 
den and Bedford election ; cases strictly in point to 
the present question, as far as they are meant to be in 
point ; and to say that they are not in point in all 
circumstances, in those particularly which are inde- 
pendent of the proposition which they are quoted to 
prove, is to say no more than that Maiden is not Mid- 
dlesex, nor seijeant Comyns Mr. Wilkes 

Let us see then how our proof stands. Expulsion 
creates incapacity, incapacity annihilates any votes 
given to the incapable person ; the votes given to the 
qualified candidate stand, upon their own bottom, 



122 JUNIUS. 

firm and nntonched, and can alone have effect. This, 
one would think, would be sufficient. But ire are 
stopped short, and told that none of our precedents 
come home to the present case, and are challenged to 
produce " a precedent in all the proceedings of the 
house of commons that does come home to it, viz.: 
wJiere an expeUed member has been returned o^tn, and 
another candidate y with an inferior number of votes, 
?ia8 been declared the sitting member.^'* 

Instead of a precedent, I will beg leave to put a 
case, which, I fancy, will be quite as decisive to the 
present point. Suppose another Sacheverel (and every 
party must have its Sacheverell) should, at some fu- 
ture election, take it into his head to offer himself a 
candidate for the county of Middlesex. He is op- 
posed by a candidate whose coat is of a different 
color, but, however, of a very good color. The divine 
has an indisputable majority ; nay, the poor layman 
is absolutely distanced. The sheriff, after having had 
his conscience well informed by the reverend casuist, 
returns him, as he supposes, duly elected. The whole 
house is in an uproar at the apprehension of so 
strange an appearance amongst them. A motion, 
however, is at length made, that the person was inca- 
pable of being elected ; that his election, therefore, is 
null and void ; and that his competitor ought to have 
been returned. No, says a great orator, first show me 
your law for this proceeding. Either produce me a 
statute, in which the specific disability of a clergy- 
man is created ; or produce me a precedent, where a 
clergyman has b^cn returned, and another candidate, 
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with an inferior number of votes, has been declared the 
sitting member. No such statute, no such precedent, 
to be found. What answer then is to be given to this 
demand? The very same answer which I will give 
to that of Junius. That there is more thanuiM V^' 
cedent ^in the proceedings of the house, " where an 
incapable person has been returned, and another can- 
didate, with an inferior number of votes, has been 
declared the sitting member ; and that this is the 
known and established law, in all cases of incapacity, 
firom whatever cause it may arise." 

I shall now, therefore, beg leave to make a slight 
amendment to Junius's state of the question, the 
affirmative of which will then stand thus : 

" It is the known and established law of parlia- 
ment, that the expulsion of any member of the house 
of commons creates in him an incapacity of being re- 
elected ; that any votes given to him at a subsequent 
election are, in consequence of such incapacity, null 
and void ; and that any other candidate, who, except 
the person rendered incapable, has the greatest num- 
ber of votes, ought to be the sitting member." 

But our business is not yet quite finished. Mr. 
Walpole's case must have a re-hearing. " It is not 
possible," says the writer, " to conceive a case more ex- 
actly in point. Mr. Walpole was expelled, and, hav- 
ing a m^ority of votes at the next election, was re- 
turned again. The firiends of Mr. Taylor, a candidate 
set up by the ministry, petitioned the house that he 
might be the sitting member. Thus far the circum- 
stances tally exactly, except that our house of com- 
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mons saved Mr. Lattrell the trouble of petitioning. 
The point of law, however, was the same. It came 
regularly before the house, and it was their business 
to determine upon it. They did determine it; for 
they4e(flared Mr. Taylor not duly eleeted,^ 

Instead of examining the justness of this repre- 
sentation, I shall beg leave to oppose against it my 
own view of this case, in as plain a manner and as 
few words as I am able. 

It was the known and established law of parlia- 
ment, when the charge against Mr. Walpole came be- 
fore the house of commons, that they had power to 
expel, to disable, and to render incapable for offenses. 
In virtue of this power they expelled him. 

Had they, in the very vote of expulsion, adjudged 
him, in terms, to be incapable of being re-elected, 
there must have been at once an end with him. But 
tliough the right of the house, both to expel and 
adjudge him incapable, was dear and indubitable, it 
does not appear to me that the full operation and 
effect of a vote of expulsion singly was so. The law 
in this case had never been expressly declared ; there 
had been no event to call up such a declaration. I 
trouble not myself with the grammatical meaning of 
the word expulsion ; I regard only its legal meaning. 
This was not, as I think, precisely fixed. The house 
thought proper to ^x it, and explicitly to declare the 
f\ill consequences of their former vote, before they 
suffered these consequences to take effect: and in 
this proceeding they acted upon the most liberal and 
solid principles of equity, justice, and law. "What 
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then did the bxirgessesof Lynn collect from the second 
vote? Their subsequent conduct will tell us: it 
will with certainty tell us that they considered it as 
decisive against Mr. Walpole. It will also, with 
equal certainty, tell us, that, upon a supposition that 
the law of election stood then as it does now, and 
that they knew it to stand thus, they inferred, *' that, 
at a future election, and in case of a similar return, 
the house would receive the same candidate, as duly 
elected, whom they had before rejected." They 
could infer nothing but this. 

It is needless to repeat the circumstance of dis- 
similarity in t^e present case : it will be sufficient to 
observe, that, as the law of parliament, upon which 
the house of commons grounded every step of their 
proceedings, was. clear beyond the reach of doubt, so 
neither could the freeholders of Middlesex be at a 
loss to foresee what must be the inevitable conse- 
quence of their proceedings in opposition to it ; for, 
upon every return of Mr. Wilkes, the house made 
inquiry whether any votes were given to any other 
candidate. 

But I could venture, for the experiment's sake, 
even to give this writer the utmost he asks ; to allow 
the most perfect similarity throughout, in these two 
cases; to allow that the law of expulsion was quite 
as clear to the burgesses of Lynn as to the freeholders 
of Middlesex. It will, I am confident, avail his 
cause but little. It will only prove, that the law of 
election, at that time, was different from the present 
law. It will piovei that, in all cases of an incapable 
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candidate returned, the law then was, that the 
whole election should be void. But now we know 
that this is not law. The cases of Maiden and Bel- 
ford were, as has been seen, determined upon other 
and more just principles ; and these determinations 
are, I imagine, admitted on all sides to be law. 

I would willingly draw a veil over the remaining 
part of this paper. It is astonishing, it is painful, to 
see men of parts and ability giving in to the most 
unworthy artifices, and descending so much below 
their true line of character. But, if they are not the 
dupes of their sophistry, (which is hardly to be con- 
ceived) let them consider that they are something 
much worse. 

The dearest interests of this country are its laws 
and its constitution. Against every attack upon 
these, there will, I hope, be always found amongst 
us the firmest ^irit of resistance^ superior to the 
united efibrts of faction and ambition : for ambition, 
though it does not always take the lead of faction, 
will be sure, in the end, to make the most fatal ad- 
vantage of it, and draw it to its own purposes. But, 
I trust, our day of trial is yet far off; and there is a 
fund of good sense in this country which cannot long he 
deceived by the arts either of false reasoning or false 
patriotism. 

LETTER XX. 

To THE PBINTBR of THE PUBLIO ADVBRTISBR. 
SIR, August 8, 1709. 

The gentleman who has published an answer to 

Sir William Meredith's pamphlet, having honored 
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me with a postscript of six quarto pages, which he 
modestly calls hestowing a very few words upon me, 
I cannot, in common politeness, refuse him a reply. 
The form and magnitude of a quarto imposes upon 
the mind ; and men, who are unequal to the labor of 
discussing an intricate argument, or wish to avoid it, 
are willing enough to suppose that much has been 
proved, because much has been said. Mine, I con- 
fess, are humble labors. I do not presume to instruct 
the learned, but simply to inform the body of the 
people ; and I prefer that channel of conveyance which 
is likely to spread farthest among them. The advo- 
cates of the ministry seem to me to write for fame, 
and to flatter themselves, that the size of their works 
will make them immortal. They pile up reluctant 
quarto upon solid folio, as if their labors, because 
they are gigantic, could contend with truth and 
heaven. 

The writer of the volume in question meets me 
upon my own ground. He acknowledges there is no 
statute by which the specific disability we speak of 
is created : but he afi&rms, that the custom of par- 
liament has been referred to, and that a case strictly 
in point has been produced, with the decision of the 
court upon it. I thank him for coming so fairly to 
the point. He asserts, that the ease of Mr. Walpole 
is strictly in point, to prove that expulsion creates an 
absolute incapacity of being re-elected ; and for this 
purpose he refers generally to the first vote of the 
house upon that occasion, without venturing to recite 
the vote itself. The unfair, disingenuous artifice of 
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adopting that part of a precedent which seems to suit 
his purpose, and omitting the remainder, deserves 
some pity, but cannot excite my resentment. He 
takes advantage eagerly of the first resolution, by 
which Mr. Walpole's incapacity is declared ; but as 
to the two following, by which the candidate with 
the fewest votes was declared "not duly elected," and 
the election itself vacated, I dare say he would be 
well satisfied if they were for ever blotted out of the 
journals of the house of commons. In fair argu- 
ment, no part of a precedent should be admitted, 
unless the whole of it be given to us together. The 
author has divided his precedent ; for he knew, that, 
taken together, it produced a consequence directly 
the reverse of that which he endeavors to draw firom 
a vote of expulsion. But what will this honest per- 
son say, if I take him at his word, and demonstrate 
to him, that the house of commons never meant to 
found Mr. Walpole's incapacity upon his expulsion 
only ? What subterfuge will then remain ? 

Let it be remembered, that we are speaking of the 
intention of men who lived more than half a century 
ago ; and that such intention can only be collected 
from their words and actions, as they are delivered to 
us upon record. To prove their designs by a sup- 
position of what they would have done, opposed to 
what they actually did, is mere trifiing and im- 
pertinence. The vote by which Mr. Walpole's inca- 
pacity was declared is thus expressed : " That Robert 
Walpole, esq., having been, this session of parliament, 
committed a prisoner to the Tower, and expelled this 



JUNIUS, 129 

house for a breach of trust in the ezecntion of his 
office, and notorious corruption, when secretary at 
war, was and is incapable of being elected a member 
to serve in this present parliament."* Now, sir^ 
to my understanding, no proposition of this kind can 
be more evident, than that the house of commons, by 
this very vote, themselves understood, and meant to 
declare, that Mr. Walpole's incapacity arose from the 
crimes he had committed, not from the punishment 
the house annexed to them. The high breach of 
trust, the notorious corruption, are stated in the 
strongest terms. They do not tell us that he was 
incapable because he was expelled, but because he 
had been guilty of such offenses as justly rendered 
him unworthy of a seat in parliament. If they had 
intended to fix the disability ux>on his expulsion 
alone, the mention of his crimes in the same vote 
would have been highly improper. It could only 
perplex the minds of the electors, who, if they col- 
lected any thing from so confused a declaration of 
the law of parliament, must have concluded, that 
their representative had been declared incapable be- 
cause he was highly guilty, not because he had been 
punished. But, even admitting them to have un- 

* It is well worth remarking, that the compiler of a 
certain quarto, called The Case of the last Election for the 
County of Middlesex considered,has the impudence to re- 
cite this very vote in the following terms (vide page 11): 
■ Resolved, that Robert Walpole, esq., havingr been this 



session of parliament expelled the house, was, and is in- 

parliJ 
proof of the treachery of the compiler, nor a stronger 



capable of oeing elected a member to serve in the pres- 
ent parliament." There cannot be a stronger positive 



8 resumptive proof that he was convinced that the vote, 
!duly recited, would overturn his whole argument. 

9 
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derstood it in the other sense, they most then, from 
the very terms of the vote, have united the idea of 
his being sent to the Tower with that of his ex- 
pulsion ; and considered his incapacity as the joint 
effect of both * 
I do not mean to give an opinion npon the justice 



* Addressed to the Printer of the PuBiiio Adver- 
tiser. 
8IK, May 22, 1771. 

Very early in the debate upon the decision of the 
Middlesex election, it was observed by Junius, that the 
house of oommons had not only exceeded their 
boasted precedent of the expulsion and subsequent in- 
capacitation of Mr. Walpole, but that they had not even 
adhered to it strictly as far as it went. After convicting 
Mr. Dyson of sriviugr a false quotation from the journals, 
and havinsT explained the purpose which that contemp- 
tible fraudwas intended to answer, he proceeds to state 
the vote itself by which Mr. Walpole's supposed incapa- 
city was declared, viz., " Kesolvea, that Robert Walpole, 
esq., havin^r been this session of parliament committed a 

Erisoner to the Tower, and expelled this house for a high 
reach of trust in the execution of his office, and notori- 
ous corruption when secretary at war, was and is in- 
capable of being elected a member to serve in this pres- 
ent parliament;" and then observes, that, from the 
terms of the vote, we have no right to annex the incapaci- 
tation to the expulsion only ; for that, as the proposition 
stands, it must arise equally from the expulsion and the 
commitment to the Tower. I believe, sir, no man, who 
knows anything of dialectics, or who understands Eng- 
lish, will dispute the truth and fairness of this construc- 
tion. But Junitis has a great authority to support him, 
which, to speak with the duke of Grafton, I accidentally 
met with this morning in the course of my reading. It 
contains an admonition, which cannot be repeated too 
often. Lord Sommers, in his excellent tract upon the 
Kights of the People, after reciting the votes of the con- 
vention of the 28th of January, 1689. viz. : " That king 
James the Second, having endeavored to subvert the con- 
stitution of this kingdom, by breaking the original con- 
tract between king and people, and, oy the advice of 
Jesuits, and other wicked persons, having violated the 
fundamental laws, and having withdrawn himself out of 
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of the proceedings of the house of commons with 
regard to Mr Walpole; but certainly, if I admitted 
their censure to be well founded, I could no way 
avoid agreeing with them in the consequence they 
drew from it. I could never have a doubt, in law or 
reason, that a man convicted of a high breach of 
trust, and of a notorious corruption, in the execution 



this kingdom, hath abdicated the government," etc.~ 
makesthis observation upon it: "The word aibdicated 
relates to aU the clauses foregoing, as well as to his 
deserting the kingdom, or else they would have been 
wholly in vain." And that there might be no pretence 
for confirming the attdiccUitm merely to the wUharawingy 
lord Sommers* father observes. That king James, by 
refusing to govern us according to that law by which, he 
hM the croum, did impliedly renounce his title to it. 
If /uniu8*8 construction of the vote against Mr. Walpole be 
now admitted (and, indeed, I cannot comprehend how it 
can honestly be disputed) the advocates of the house of 
commons must either give up their precedent entirely, 
or be reduced to the necessity of maintaining one of the 
grossest absurdities imaginable, viz. : ** That a commit^ 
ment to the Tower is a constituent part of, and con- 
tributes half at least to the incapacitation of the person 
who suffers it. 

I need not make you anv excuse for endeavoring to 
keep alive the attention of the public to the decision of 
the Middlesex election. The more I consider it, the more 
I am convinced, that, as a/otct, it is indeed highly in- 
jurious to the rights of the people; but that, as a prece- 
dent, it is one of the most dangerous that ever was es- 
tablished against those who are to come after us. Yet, I 
am so far a moderate man, that I verily believe the 
majority of the house of commons, when they passed this 
dangerous vote, neither understood the question, or 
knew the consequence of what they were doing. Their 
motives were rather despicable than criminal, in the ex- 
treme. One effect they certainly did not foresee. They 
are now reduced to such a situation, that if a member 
of the present house of commons were to conduct himself 
ever so improperly, and, in reality, deserve to be sent 
back to his constituents with a mark of disgrace, they 
would not dare to expel him ; because they know that 
the people, in order to try again the great question of 
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of a public office, was, and ought to be, incapable of 
sitting in the same parliament. Far from attempt- 
ing to invalidate that vote, I should have wished that 
the incapacity declared by it could legally have been 
continued for ever. 

Now, sir, observe how forcibly the argument re- 
turns. The house of commons, upon the face of their 
proceedings, had the strongest motives to declare 
Mr. Walpole incapable of being re-elected. They 
thought [such a man unworthy to sit among them. 
To that i>oiut they proceeded, and no fiirther ; for 
they respected the rights of the people, while they 
asserted their own. They did not infer, from Mr. 
Walpole's incapacity, that his opponent was duly 
elected ; on the contrary, they declared Mr. Taylor 
** not duly elected," and the election itself void. 

Such, however, is the precedent which my honest 
friend assures us is strictly in point, to prove, that ex- 
pulsion of itself creates an incapacity of being elected. 
If it had been so, the present house of commons 
should at least have followed strictly the example 
before them, and should have stated to us, in the 
same vote, the crimes for which they expelled Mr. 

right, or to thwart an odious house of commons, would 
probably overlook his immediate unworthiness, and re- 
turn the same person to parliament But, in time, the 
precedent will gain strength ; a future house of commons 
will have no such apprehensions ; consequently, will not 
scruple to follow a precedent which they did not estab- 
lish. The miser himself seldom lives to enJoy the fruit 
of his extortion, but his heir succeeds to him of course, 
and takes possession without censure. No man expects 
him to make restitution ; and, no matter for his title, he 
lives quietly upon the estate. 

PHILO JUNIUS. 
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Wilkes : whereas they resolve simply, that, "having 
been exjtelled, he was and is incapable.'' In this 
proceeding, I am authorized to affirm, they have 
neither statute, nor custom, nor reason, nor one 
single precedent to support them. On the other side, 
there is, indeed, a precedent so strongly in point, 
that all the enchanted castles of ministerial magic 
fall before it. In the year 1698 (a period which the 
rankest Tory dares not except against) Mr. WoUas- 
ton was expelled, re-elected, and admitted to take 
his seat in the same parliament. The ministry have 
precluded themselves from all objections drawn from 
the cause of his expulsion ; for they affirm absolutely, 
that expulsion, of itself, creates the disability. 
Now, sir, let sophistry evade, let falsehood assert, and 
impudence deny ; here stands the precedent : a land- 
mark to direct us through a troubled sea of contro- 
versy, conspicuous and unremoved. 

I have dwelt the longer upon the discussion of this 
point, because, in my opinion, it comprehends the 
whole question. The rest is unworthy of notice. 
We are inquiring whether incapacity be, or be not, 
created by expulsion. In the cases of Bedford and 
Maiden, the incapacity of the persons returned was 
matter of public notoriety, for it was created by act 
of parliament. But really, sir, my honest friend's 
suppositions are as unfavorable to him as his facts. 
He well knows that the clergy, besides that they are 
represented in common with their fellow subjects, 
have also a separate parliament of their own ; that 
their incapacity to sit in the house of commons has 
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been confirmed by repeated decisioiis of that house ; 
and that the law ox' parliament, declared by those 
decisions, has been, for above two centuries, notorious 
and undisputed. The author is certainly at liberty 
to fancy cases, and make whatever comparisons he 
thinks proper : his suppositions still continue as dis- 
tant from fact as his wild discourses are from solid 
argument. 

The conclusion of his book is candid to an extreme. 
He offers to grant me all I desire. He thinks he 
may safely admit, that the case of Mr. Walpole 
makes directly against him ; for it seems he has one 
grand solution in petto for all difficulties. " If (says 
he) I were to allow all this, it will only prove that 
the law of election was different in queen Anne's 
time from what it is at present." 

This, indeed, is more than I expected. The prin- 
ciple, I know, has been maintained in fact ; but I 
never expected to see it so formally declared. What 
can he mean? Does he assume this language to 
satisfy the doubts of the people, or does he mean to 
rouse their indignation? Are the ministry daring 
enough to affirm, that the house of commons have a 
right to make and unmake the law of parliament, at 
their pleasure ? Does the law of parliament, which 
we are often told is the law of the land, does the 
common right of every subject of the realm, depend 
upon an arbitrary, capricious vote of one branch of 
the legislature ? The voice of truth and reason must 
be silent. 

The ministry tell us plainly, that this is no longer 
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a question of right, but of power and force alone. 
What was law yesterday is not law to-day : and 
now, it seems, we have no better rule to live by, than 
the temporary discretion and fluctuating integrity of 
the house of commons. 

Professions of patriotism are become stale and 
ridiculous. For my own part, I claim no merit from 
endeavoring to do a service to my fellow-subjects. 
I have done it to the best of my understanding : and, 
without looking for the approbation of other men, 
my conscience is satisfied. What remains to be done, 
concerns the collective body of the people. They 
are now to determine for themselves, whether they 
will firmly and constitutionally assert their rights, 
or make an humble, slavish surrender of them at the 
feet of the ministry. To a generous mind there can- 
not be a doubt. We owe it to our ancestors, to pre- 
serve entire those rights which they have delivered 
to our care. We owe it to our posterity, not to suffer 
their dearest inheritance to be destroyed. But, if it 
were possible for us to be insensible of these sacred 
claims, there is yet an obligation binding upon our- 
selves, from which nothing can acquit us ; a personal 
interest, which we cannot surrender. To alienate 
even our own rights, would be a crime as much more 
enormous than suicide, as a life of civil security and 
freedom is superior to a bare existence : and if life 
be the bounty of Heaven, we scornfully reject the 
noblest part of the gift, if we consent to surrender 
that certain rule of living, without which the condi- 
tion of human nature is not only miserable but con- 
temptible. JUNIUS. 
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LETTEB XXL 



To THE Printer or the Publio adtmrtiseb. 
SIB, Auffust £2,1798. 

I must beg of you to print a few lines in expla- 
nation of some passages of my last letter, which, I 
see, have been misunderstood. 

1. When I said that the house of commons never 
meant to found Mr. Walpole's incapacity on his ex- 
pulsion only, I meant no more than to deny the 
general proposition, that expulsion alone creates the 
incapacity. If there be any thing ambiguous in the 
expression, I beg leave to explain it, by saying, that, 
in my opinion, expulsion neither creates nor in any 
part contributes to create the incapacity in question. 

2. I carefully avoided entering into the merits of 
Mr. Walpole's case. I did not inquire whether the 
house of commons acted justly, or whether they 
truly declared the law of parliament. My remarks 
went only to their apparent meaning and intention, 
as it stands declared in their own resolution. 

3. I never meant to affirm, that a commitment to 
the Tower created a disqualification. On the con- 
trary, I considered that idea as an absurdity, into 
which the ministry must inevitably fSall if they rea- 
soned right upon their own principles. 

The case of Mr. WoUaston speaks for itself. The 
ministry assert, that expulsion alone creates an abso- 
lute, complete incapacity to be re-elected to sit in 
the same parliament. This proposition they have 
uniformly maintained, without any condition or 
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modification whatsoever. Mr. Wollaston was ex- 
I>elled, re-elected, and admitted to take his seat in 
the same parliament. I leave it to the public to de- 
termine, whether this he plain matter of fact, or mere 

nonsense or declamation. 

JUNIUa 



LETTER XXII. 

To THB Printer of the Public Advertiser. 

SIR, September 4, 1709. 

Argument against Fact ; or, a new System of Po^ 
litical Logic, by which the ministry have demon- 
strated, to the satisfaction of their friends, that 
expulsion alone creates a complete incapacity to be 
re-elected, aliaSj That a subject of this realm may be 
robbed of his common right by a vote of the house of 
commons. 

FIBST FACT. 

Mr. WoUast&n, in 1698, was expelled, re-electedj und 
admitted to take hiaseat. 

ABGUMKNT. 

Ab this cannot conveniently be reconciled with our 
general proposition, it may be necessary to shift our 
ground, and look back to the cause of Mr. Wollas- 
ton's expulsion. From thence it will appear clearly, 
that, *^ although he was expelled, he had not rendered 
himself a culprit, too ignominious to sit in parlia- 
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ment ; and that, having resigned his employment, he 
was no longer incapacitated by law." Vide Serious 
ConsiderationSf page 23. Or thus : " The house, some- 
what inaccuralelp, used the word expelled; they should 
have called it a motion?^ Vide Mangoes Case considered, 
page 11. Or, in short, if these arguments should be 
thought insufficient, we may fairly deny the fact. 
For example : " I affirm that he was not re-elected. 
The same Mr. Wollaston, who was expelled, was not 
again elected. The same individual, if you please, 
walked into the house, and took his seat there; but 
the same person, in law, was not admitted a member 
of that parliament from which he had been dis- 
carded." Vide Letter to JuniuSj page 12. 

SECOND FACT. 

Mr, Walpole^ having been committed to the Tower, and 
expelled, for a high breach of trust, and notorious cor- 
ruption in a pvhlic office, was declared incapable, etc. 

ARGUMENT. 

From the terms of this vote, nothing can be more 
evident, than that the house of commons meant to 
fix the incapacity upon the punishment, and not upon 
the crime ; but, lest it should appear in a different 
light to weak, uninformed persons, it may be advisa- 
ble to gut the resolution, and give it to the public, 
with all possible solemnity, in the following terms, 
viz.: "Resolved, that Robert WaJpole, esq., having 
been that session of parliament exx)elled the house, 
was and is Incapable of being elected a member to 
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serve in that present parliament." Vide Mungo, on 
the Urn of QuoiaHon8j page 11. 

N. B. The author of the answer to sir William 
Meredith seems to have made use of Mungo's quota- 
tion : for, in page 18, he assures us, " That the declar- 
atoiy vote of the 17th of February, 1769, was, indeed, 
a literal copy of the resolution of the house in Mr. 
Walpole'scase." 

THIBD FACT. 

Eis opponent, Mr, Taylor, having the smallest num- 
ber of votes at <ft6 next election, teas declared not duly 
elected, 

ABQUMENT. 

This fact we consider as directly in point, to prove, , 
that Mr. Luttrell ought to be the sitting member, for 
the follovdng reasons : " The burgesses of Lynn could 
draw no other inference from this resolution but this; 
that, at a future election, and in case of a similar re- 
turn, the house would receive the same candidate as 
duly elected whom they had before rejected." Vide 
Postscript to Junius, page 37. Or thus: *^ This, their 
rebolution, leaves no room to doubt what part they 
would have taken, if, upon a subsequent re-election 
of Mr. Walpole, there had been any other candidate 
in omipetilion with him: for by their vote, they 
could have no other intention than to admit such 
other candidate." Vide Mungo^s Case considered, page 
39. Or, take it in this light : the burgesses of Lynn 
having, in defiance of the house, retorted upon them 
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a person whom they had branded with the most igno- 
minious marks of their displeasure, were thereby so 
well entitled to fovor and indulgence, that the house 
could do no less than rob Mr. Taylor of a right legally 
Tested in him, in order that the burgesses might be 
apprised of the law of parliament ; which law the 
house took a very direct way of explaining to them, 
by resolving that the candidate with the fewest votes 
was not duly elected : " And was not this much more 
equitable, more in the spirit of that equal and sub- 
stantial justice which is the end of all law, than ii 
they had violently adhered to the strict maxims of 
law ? '' Vide Serious ConsiderationSy pages 33 and 34. 
" And if the present house of commons had chosen 
to follow the spirit of this resolution, they would have 
received and established the candidate with the few- 
est votes." Vide Answer to sir W, Jf., page 18. 

Permit me now, sir, to show you, that the worthy 
Dr. Blackstone sometimes contradicts the ministry, 
as well as himself. The speech without doors asserts, 
page 9th, "That the legal eflfect of an incapacity, 
founded on a judicial determination of a competent 
court, is precisely the same as that of an incapacity 
created by an act of parliament." Now for the doc- 
tor. "The law, and the opinion of the judge, are not 
always convertible terms, or one and the same thing; 
since it sometimes may happen, that the judge may 
mistake the law." Commentaries^ vol. i, p. 71. 

The answer to sir W. M. asserts, 'p&ge 23, "That 
the returning officer is not a judicial, but a purely 
ministerial officer. His return is no judicial act.' 
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At 'em again, doctor. The sheriff, in his judicial cap- 
acity, is to hear and' determine causes of forty shil- 
lings' value, and under, in his county court. He has 
also a judicial power in divers other civil cases. He 
is likewise to decide the elections of knights of the 
shire (subject to the control ofthe house of commons,) 
to judge ofthe qualification of voters, and to return 
such as he shall determine to be duly elected. " Vide 
Commentaries^ vol. i. p. 332. 

What conclusion shall we draw from such facts, 
and such arguments, such contradictions? I cannot 
expressmy opinion of the present ministry more ex- 
actly than in the words of sir Richard Steele, "That 
we are governed by a set of drivellers, whose folly 
takes away all dignity from distress, and makes 

even calamity ridiculous." 

PHILO JUNIUS. 



LETTER XXIII. 

To HIS Grace THE Duke or Bedford. 

MY LORD, September 19, 1769. 

You are so little 'accustomed to receive any 
marks of respect or esteem from the public, that if, 
in the following lines, a compliment or expression of 
applause should escape me, I fear you would consider 
it as a mockery of your established character, 
and, perhaps an insult to your understanding. 
You have nice feelings my lord, if we may judge 
from your resentments. Cautious, therefore, of giv- 
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ing offense, where yon have so litUe deserved H, I 
shall leave the illnstration of yonr virtnes to other 
hands. Yonr friends have a privilege to play npon 
the easiness of yonr temper, or, possihly, they are 
hetter acqnainted with yonr good qualities than I 
am. Yon have done good hy stealth. The rest is 
Sj npon record. Yon have still left ample room for 
^ specnlation, when panegyric is exhansted. 

You are, indeed, a very considerable man. The 
highest rank, a splendid fortune, and a name, glorious, 
till it was yours, were sufficient to have supported 
yon with meaner abilities than I think you possess. 
From the first, you derive a constitutional claim to 
respect ; from the second, a natural extensive author- 
ity ; the last created a partial expectation of heredit- 
ary virtues. The use you have made of these un- 
common advantages might have been more honor- 
able to yourself, but could not be more instructive to 
mankind. We may trace it in the veneration of your 
country, the choice of your friends, and in the accom- 
plishment of every sanguine hope which the public 
might have conceived from the illustrious name of 
Russell 

The eminence of your station gave yon a command- 
ing prospect of your duty. The road which led to 
honor was open to your view. Yon could not lose it 
by mistake, and you had no temptation to depart 
from it by design. Compare the natural dignity and 
importance of the highest peer of England : the noble 
Independence which he might have maintfdiwd in 
parliament ; and the real interest and respect which he 
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might have acquired) not only in parliament, but 
thToagh the whole kingdom : compare these glorious 
distinctions, with the ambition of holding a share in 
government, the emoluments of a place, the sale of a 
borough, or the purchase of a corporation ; and though 
you may not regret the virtues which create respect, 
you may see with anguish how much real importance 
and authority you have lost. Consider the character 
of an independent, virtuous duke of Bedford ; imag- 
ine what he might be in this country : then reflect 
one moment upon what you are. If it be possible 
for me to withdraw my attention from the fact, I will 
tell you in theory what such a man might be. 

Conscious of his own weight and importance, his 
conduct in parliament would be directed by nothing 
but the constitutional duty of a peer. He would con- 
sider himself as a guardian of the laws. Willing to 
support the just measures of government, bnt deter- 
mined to observe the conduct of a minister with sus- 
picion, he would oppose the violence of faction with 
as much firmness as the encroachments of prerogative. 

He would be as little capable of bargaining with 
the minister for places for himself or his dependents, 
as of descending to mix himself in the intrigues of 
opposition. Whenever an important question called 
for his opinion in parliament, he would be heard by 
the most profligate minister with deference and re- 
spect. His authority would either sanction or dis- 
grace the measures of government. The people 
would look up to him as to their protector ; and a 
virtuous prince would have one honest man in his 
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dominions, in whose integrity and judgment he 
might safely confide. If it should be the will of 
Providence to afflict^ him with a domestic misfor- 
tune, he would submit to the stroke with feeling, but 
not without dignity. He would consider the people 
as his children, and receive a generous heartfelt con- 
solation, in the sympathizing tears and blessings of 
his country. 

Your grace may probably discover something more 
intelligible in the negative part of this illustrious 
character. The man I have described would never 
prostitute his dignity in parliament, by an indecent 
violence, either in opposing or defending a minister. 
He would not at one moment rancorously persecute, 
at another basely cringe to, the favorite of his 
sovereign. After outraging the royal dignity with 
peremptory conditions, little short of menace and 
hostility, he would never descend to the humility of 
soliciting an interviewf with the favorite, and of 
offering to recover, at any price, the honor of his 
friendship. Though deceived, perhaps, in his youth, 
he would not, through the course of a long life, have 
invariably chosen his friends from among the most 
profligate of mankind. His own honor would have 
forbidden him from mixing his private pleasures or 
conversation with jockeys, gamesters, blasphemers, 
gladiators, or buffoons. He would then have never 



* The duke had lately lost his only son by a fall from 

t At this interview, which passed at the house of the 
late lord Efflintoune, lord Bute told the duke, thdt he was 
determined never to have any connection with a man who 
had so basely betrayed him. 
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felt, much less would he have sabmitted to, the dis- 
honest necessity of engaging in the interests and 
intrigues of his dependents ; of supplying their vices, 
or relieving their b^gary, at the expense of his 
country. He would not have betrayed such igno- 
rance, or such contempt, of the constitution, as openly 
to avow, in a court of justice, the purchasef and sale 
of a borough. He would not have thought it con- 
sistent with his rank in the state, or even with his 
personal importance, to be the little tyrant of a little 
corporation * He would never have been insulted 
with virtues which he had labored to extinguish ; 
nor suffered the disgrace of a mortifying defeat, 
which has made him ridiculous and contemptible 
even to the few by whom he was not detested. I' 
reverence the afflictions of a good man; his sorrows' 
are sacred. But how can we take part in the dis- 
tresses of a man whom we can neither love or 
esteem : or feel for a calamity of which he himself is 
insensible ? Where was the father^s heart, when he 
could look for, or find, an immediate consolation for 
the loss of an only son, in consultations and bargains 
for a place at court, and even in the misery of ballot- 
ing at the India House ? 

t In an answer in chancery, in a suit against him to re- 
cover a large sum, paid him by a person whom he had 
undertaken to return to parliament for one of his grace's 
boroughs, he was compeUed to repay the money. 

* Of Bedford, where the tyrant was held In such con- 
tempt and detestation, that, in order to deliver them- 
selves from him, they admitted a great number of 
strangers to the freedom. To make his defeat truly 
ridiculous, he tried his whole strength against Mr* Home, 
and was beaten upon his own ground. 

10 
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Admitting, then, that you have mistaken or de- 
serted those honorable principles which ought to 
have directed your conduct ; admitting that you have 
as little claim to private affection as to public esteem, 
let us see with what abilities, with what degree of 
judgment, you have carried your ovra system into ex- 
ecution. A great man, in the success, and even in 
the magnitude, of his crimes, finds a rescue fi»m con- 
tempt. Your grace is every way unfortunate. Yet 
I will not look back to those ridiculous scenes, by 
which, in your earlier days, you thought it an honor 
/,/ to be distinguished ;* the recorded stripes, the public 
infamy, your own sufferings, or Mr. Rigby*s fortitude. 
These events undoubtedly left an impression, though 
not upon your mind. To such a mind, it may, per- 
haps, be a pleasure to reflect, that there is hardly a 
comer of any of his majesty's kingdoms, except 
France, in which, at one time or other, your valuable 
life has not been in danger. Amiable man ! we see 
and acknowledge the protection of Providence, by 
which you have so often escaped the personal detest- 
ation of your fellow subjects, and are still reserved 
for the public justice of your country. 

*Mr. Heston Humphrey, a country attorney, horse- 
whipped the duke, with equal Justice, severity, and per- 
severance, on the course at Litchfield. Rlgby and lord 
Trentham were also cudgrellcd in a most exemplary man- 
ner. This grave rise to the f ol lowing? story ; * '^ When the 
late klngr heard that sir Edward Hawke had given the 
French a dnibhing, his majesty, who had never received 
that kind of chastisement, was pleased to ask lord Ches- 
terfield the meaning of the word.—** Sir," says lord Ches- 
terfield, "the moaning of the word— But here comes the 
duke of Bedford, who is better able to explain it to your 
majesty than I am.'* 
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Yonr history begins to be important at that auspi- 
cious period, at which you were deputed to represent 
the earl of Bute at the court of Versailles. It was 
an honorable office, and executed with the same 
spirit with which it was accepted. Your patrons 
wanted an ambassador who would submit to make 
concessions, without daring to insist upon any honor- 
able condition for his sovereign. Their business re- 
quired a man who had as little feeling for his own 
digmty, as for the welfare of his country; and they 
found him in the first rank of the nobility. Belle- 
isle, Goree, Guadaloupe, St. Lucia, Martinique, The 
Fishery, and the Havana, are glorious monuments of 
your grace's talents for negotiation. My lord, we are 
too well acquainted with your pecuniary character, 
to think it possible that so many public sacrifices 
should have been made without some private com- 
pensations. Your conduct carries with it an internal 
evidence, beyond all the legal proofs of a court of 
•justice. Even the callous pride of lord Egremont 
was alarmed.^ He saw and felt his own dishonor in 
corresponding with you : and there certainly was a 
moment at which he meant to have resisted, had not 
a fatal lethargy prevailed over his faculties, and car- 
ried all sense and memory away with it. 

I will not pretend to specify the secret terms on 
which you were invited to supportf an administra- 

* This man, notwithstandlngr bis pride and Toiy princi- 
ples, had some English stuff in him. Upon an offlcial let- 
ter he wrote to tho duke of Bedford, the duke desired to 
be recalled, and it was with the utmost difficulty that lord 
Bute could appease him. 

t Mr. Grenville, lord Halifax, and lord Egremont. 
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Hon which lord Bate pietended to leave in full pos- 
session of their ministerial authority, and perfectly 
masters of themselves. He was not of a temper to 
relinquish power, though he retired from employ- 
ment. Stipulations were certainly made between 
your grace and him, and certainly violated. After 
two years' submission you thought you had collected 
strength enough to control his influence, and that it 
was your turn to be a tyrant, because you had been a 
slave. When you found yourself mistaken in your 
opinion of your gracious master's firmness, disap- 
pointment got the better of all your humble discre- 
tion, and carried you to an excess of outrage to his 
person, as distant from true spirit, as from all decency 
and respect* After robbing him of the rights of a 
king, you would not permit him to preserve the 
honor of a gentleman. It was then lord Weymouth 
was nominated to Ireland, and despatched (we well 
remember with what indecent hurry) to plunder the 
treasury of the first fruits of an employment, which 
you well knew he was never to executcf 

This sudden declaration of war against the fSavor- 
ite, might have given you a momentary merit with 
the public, if it had either been adopted upon princi- 
ple, or maintained vnth resolution. Without looking 

* The ministry having: endeavored to exclude the dow- 
agrer out of the Regrency Bill, the earl of Bute deter- 
mined to dismiss them, upon this, the duke of Bedford 

demanded an audience of the reproached 

him in plain terms with his duplicity, baseness, false^ 
hood, treachery, and hypocrisy; repeatedly gave him the 
lie, and left him in convulsions. 

t He received three thousand pounds for plate and 
equipage money. 
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back to all yonr former servility, we need only ob- 
serve your subsequent conduct, to see upon what mo- 
tives you acted. Apparently united with Mr. Gren- 
ville, you waited until lord Rockingham's feeble 
administration should dissolve in its own weakness. 
The moment their dismission was suspected, the 
moment you perceived that another system was 
adopted in the closet, you thought it no disgrace to 
return to your former dependence, and solicit once 
more the friendship of lord Bute. You begged an 
interview, at which he had spirit enough to treat you 
with contempt. 

It would now be of little use to point out by what 
a train of weak, i]\judicious measures, it became nec- 
essary, or was thought so, to call you back to a share 
in the administration.* The friends, whom you did 
not in the last instance desert, were not of a character 
to add strength or credit to government : and, at that 
time, your alliance with the duke of Grafton, was, I 
presume, hardly foreseen. We must look for other 
stipulations to account for that sudden resolution of 
the closet, by which three of your dependents! (whose 
characters, I think, cannot be less respected than they 
are) were advanced to offices, through which you 
might again control the minister, and probably en- 
gross the whole direction of affairs. 

The possession of absolute power is now once more 

* When earl €k>wer was appointed president of the 
council, the kinfr, with his usual sincerity, assured him, 
that he had not had one happy moment since the duke of 
Bedford left him. 

t Lords Gower, Weymouth, and Sandwich. 
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with in your reach. The measures yon have taken to 
obtain and confirm it, are too gross to escape the eyes 
of a discerning, judicious prince. His palace is be- 
si^ed; the lines of circumvallation are drawing 
round him ; and, unless he finds a resource in his own 
activity, or in the attachment of the real friends of 
his family, the best of princes must submit to the 
confinement of a state prisoner, until your grace's 
death, or some less fortunate event, shall raise the 
siege. For the present, you may safely resume that 
style of insult and menace, which even a private gen- 
tleman cannot submit to hear without being con- 
temptible. Mr. M'Kenzie*s history is not yet forgot- 
ten ; and you may find precedents enough of the 
mode in which an imperious subject may signify his 
pleasure to his sovereign. Where will this gracious 
monarch look for assistance, when the wretched Graf- 
ton could forget his obligations to his master, and 
desert him for a hollow alliance with such a man as 
the duke of Bedford ! 

Let us consider you, then, as arrived at the summit 
of worldly greatness ; let us suppose that all your 
plans of avarice and ambition are accomplished, and 
your most sanguine wishes gratified, in the fear as 
well as the hatred of the people ; can age itself for- 
get that you are now in the last act of life ? Can 
gray hairs make folly venerable ? And is there no 
period to be reserved for meditation and retirement ? 
For shame, my lord ! let it not be recorded of you, 
that the latest moments of your life were dedicated 
to the same unworthy pursuits, the same busy agita- 
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tions, in which yonr youth and manhood were ex- 
hausted. Consider that^ although yon cannot disgrace 
your former life, you are violating the character of 
age, and exposing the impotent imbecility, after you 
have lost the vigor of the passions. 

Yonr friends will ask, perhaps, Whither shall this 
unhappy old man retire ? Can he remain in the me- 
tropolis, where his life has been so often threatened, 
and his palace so often attacked ? If he returns to 
Wobum, scorn and mockery await him. He must 
create a solitude round his estate, if he would avoid 
the face of reproach and derision. At Plymouth, his 
destruction would be more than probable ; at Exeter, 
inevitable. No honest Englishman will ever forget 
his attachment, nor any honest Scotchman forgive 
his treachery, to lord Bute. At every town he enters, 
he must change his liveries and name. Whichever 
way he flies, the htie and cry of the country pursues 
him. 

In another kingdom, indeed, the blessings of his 
administration have been more sensibly felt ; his vir- 
tues better understood ; or, at worst, they will not, 
for him alone, forget their hospitality. As well 
might Verres have returned to Sicily. You have 
twice escaped, my lord ; beware of a third experiment. 
The indignation of a whole people, plundered, in- 
sulted, and oppressed, as they have been, will not 
always be disappointed. 

It is in vain, therefore, to shift the scene. You can 
no more fly from your enemies, than from yourself. 
Persecuted abroad, you look into your ovra heart for 
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consolation, and find nothing but reproaches and des- 
pair. But, my lord, you may quit the field of busi- 
ness, though not the field of danger, and though you 
cannot be safe, you may cease to be ridiculous. I 
fear you have listened too long to the advice of those 
pernicious friends, with whose interests you have sor- 
didly united your own, and for whom you have sac- 
rificed every thing that ought to be dear to a man of 
honor. They are still base enough to encourage the 
follies of your age, as they once did the vices of your 
youth. As little acquainted with the rules of de- 
corum as with the laws of morality, they will not 
suffer you to profit by experience, nor even to consult 
the propriety of a bad character. Even now they 
tell you that life is no more than a dramatic scene, in 
which the hero should preserve his consistency to the 
last ; iand that as you lived without virtue, you should 
die without repentance. 

JUNIUS. 



LETTER XXIV. 

To Junius. 

SIR, September U, 1789. 

Having accidentally seen a republication of your 
letters, wherein you have been pleased to assert, that 
I had sold the companions of my success, I am again 
obliged to declare the said assertion to be a most in- 
famous and malicious falsehood ; and I again call up- 
on you to stand forth, avow yourself, and prove the 
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charge. If yon can make it ont to the satisfiu^on 
of any one man in the kingdom, I will be content to 
be thought the worst man in it; if you do not, what 
must the nation think of you ? Party has nothing 
to do in this affair: you have made a personal attack 
upon my honor, de&med me by a most vile calumny, 
which might possibly have sunk into oblivion, had 
not such uncommon pains been taken to renew and 
perpetuate this scandal, chiefly because it has been 
told in good language ; for I give you full credit for 
your elegant diction, well-turned periods, and Attic 
wit: but wit is oftentimes false, though it may ap- 
pear brilliant ; which is exactly the case of your whole 
performance. But, sir, I am obliged, in the most se- 
rious manner, to accuse you of being guilty of falsi- 
ties. You have said the thing that is not. To sup- 
port your story, you have recourse to the following 
irresistible argument: "You sold the companions of 
your victory, because, when the 16th regiment was 
given to ycm, you were silent. The conclusion is in- 
evitable." I believe that such deep and acute reas- 
oning could only come from such an extraordinary 
writer as Junius, But, unfortunately for you, the 
premises, as well as the conclusion, are absolutely 
false. Many applications have been made to the 
ministry, on the subject of the Manilla ransom, since 
the time of my being colonel of that regiment. As I 
have for some years quitted London, I was obliged 
to have recourse to the honorable colonel Monson, 
and sir Samuel Cornish, to negotiate for me. In the 
last autumn, I personally delivered a memorial to 
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the earl of Shelbnme, at his seat in Wiltshire. As 
you have told ns of your importance, that you are a 
person of rank and fortune, and above a common 
bribe, you may, in all probability, be not unknown 
to his lordship, vrho can satisfy you of the truth of 
what I say. But I shall now take the liberty, sir, to 
seize your battery, and turn it against yourself. If 
your puerile and tinsel logic could carry the least 
weight or conviction with it, how must you stand 
affected by the inevitable conclusion, as you are 
pleased to term it ? According to Juniua^ silence is 
guilt. In many of the public papers, you have been 
called, in the most direct and offensive terms, a liar 
and a coward. When did you reply to these foul ac- 
cusations ? You have been quite silent, quite chop- 
fallen: therefore, because you was silent, the nation 
has a right to pronounce you to be both a liar and a 
coward, from your own argument. But, sir, I will 
give you fair play ; I will afford you an opportunity 
to vdpe off the first appellation, by desiring the 
proofs of your charge against me. Produce them ! 
to VTipe off the last, produce yourself. People cannot 
bear any longer your lion's skin, and the despicable 
imposture of the old Roman name which you have 
affected. For the future, assume the name of some 
modem* bravo and dark assassin : let your appella- 
tion have some affinity to your practice. But if I 
must perish, Junius^ let me perish in the face of day: 
be for once a generous and open enemy. I allow that 

* Was Brutus an ancient bravo and dark assassin ? Or 
does Sir W. D. think it criminal to stab a tyrant to the 
heart? 
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Gothic appeals to cold iron, are no better proofe of a 
man's honesty and veracity, than hot iron and burn- 
ing ploughshares are of female chastity ; but a 
soldier's honor is as delicate as a woman's : it must 
not be suspected. You have dared to throw more 
than a suspicion upon mine : you cannot but know 
the consequences, which even the meekness of Chris- 
tianity would pardon me for, after the injury you 
have done me. 

WILLIAM DRAPER 



LETTER XXV. 



Hsret laterl lethalis arundo. 



To Sir WiLiiiAif Draper, Knight of the Bath. 

SIB, September 26, 1709. 

After so long an interval, I did not expect to see 
the debate revived between us. My answer to your 
last letter shall be short; for I write to you with re- 
luctance, and I hope we shall now conclude our cor- 
respondence forever. 

Had you been originally, and without provocation, 
attacked by an anonymous writer, you would have 
some right to demand his name. But in this cause 
you are a volunteer. You engaged in it with the un- 
premeditated gallantry of a soldier. You were con- 
tent to set your name in opposition to a man who 
would probably continue in concealment. You un- 
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derstood the terms npon which we were to correspoiid, 
and gave at least a tacit assent to them. After toI- 
nntarily attacking me, under the character of Junius, 
what possible right have you to know me under any 
other ? "Will you forgive me if I jj»sinuate to yon, 
that you foresaw some honor in the apparent spirit 
of coming forward in person, and that you were not 
quite indifferent to the display of your literary quali- 
fications. 

You cannot but know, that the republication of 
my letters was no more than a catch-penny contriv- 
ance of a printer, in which it was impossible I should 
be concerned, and for which I am no way answerable. 
At the same time, I wish you to understand, that if 
I do not take the trouble of reprinting these papers, 
it is not from any fear of giving offense to sir Wil- 
liam Draper. 

Your remarks upon a signature adoped merely for 
distinction, are unworthy of notice : but when you 
tell me I have submitted to be called a liar and a 
coward, I must ask you, in my turn, whether you 
seriously think it any way incumbent on me to take 
notice of the silly invectives of every simpleton who 
.writes in a newspaper ; and what opinion you would 
have conceived of my discretion, if I had suffered 
myself to be the dupe of so shallow an artifice ? 

Your appeal to the sword, though consistent 
enough with your late profession, will neither prove 
your innocence, nor clear you from suspicion. Your 
complaints with regard to the Manilla ransom, were, 
for a considerable time, a distress to government. 
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Ton were appointed (greatly ont of yonr tnm) to 
the command of a regiment ; and dnring that ad- 
ministration we heard no more of sir William Draper. 
The facts of which I speak may, indeed, be variously 
aoconnted for ; but they are too notorious to be de- 
nied ; and I think you might have learned, at the 
university, that a false conclusion is an error in argu- 
ment, not a breach of veracity. Your solicitations, I 
doubt not, were renewed under another administra- 
tion. Admitting the fact, I fear an indifferent person 
would only infer from it, that experience had made 
you acquainted with the benefits of complaining. 
Remember, sir; that you have yourself confessed, that, 
considering the critical situation of this country^ the 
ministry are in the right to temporize with Spain, This 
confession reduces you to an nnfortunate dilemma. 
By renewing your solicitations, you must either 
mean to force your country into a war at a most un- 
seasonable juncture, or having no view or expecta- 
tion of that kind, that you look for nothing but a 
private compensation to yourself. 

As to me, it is by no means necessary that I should 
be exposed to the resentment of the worst and the 
most powerfiil men in this country, though I may be 
indifferent about yours. Though you would fight, 
there are others who would assassinate. 

But, after all, sir, where is the injury? You assure 
me, that my logic is puerile and tinsel ; that it car- 
ries not the least weight or conviction ; that my 
premises are false, and my conclusions absurd. If 
this be a just description of me, how is it possible for 
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such a writer to disturb your peace of mind, or to 
injure a character so well established as yours? Take, 
care, sir William, how you indulge this unruly tem- 
per, lest the world should suspect that conscience 
has some share in your resentments. You have 
more to fear from the tieachery of your own passions, 
than from any malevolence of mine. 

I believe, sir, you will never know me. A con- 
siderable time must certainly elapse before we are 
personally acquainted. You need not, however, re- 
gret the delay, or suffer an apprehension, that any 
length of time can restore you to the Christian meek- 
ness of your temper, and disappoint your present in- 
dignation. If I understand your character, there is 
in your own breast a repository, in which your re- 
sentments may be safely laid up for future occasions, 
and preserved without the hazard of diminution. 
The odia in longum jacens, quce reconderet, auctaqne 
promerety I thought had only belonged to the worst 
character of antiquity. The text is in Tacitus : you 
know best where to look for the commentary. 

JUNIUS. 



LETTER XXVI. 

A Word at Parting to Junius. 
*S1R, October 7, 1769. 

As you have not favored me with either of the 
explanations demanded of you, I can have nothing 

* Mcdmres and not men, is the common cant of affected 
moderation : a base counterfeit language, fabricated by 
knaves, and made current among fools. Such gentle 
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more to say to you upon my own acoount. Your 
mercy to me, or tenderness for yourself, has been 
very great. The public will judge of your motives. 
If your excess of modesty forbids you to produce 
either the proo& or yourself, I will excuse it. Take 
courage, I have not the temper of Tiberius, any more 
than the rank or power. You indeed, are a tyrant 
of another sort ; and upon your political bed of tor- 
ture, can excruciate any subject, from a first minister 
down to such a grub or butterfly as myself; like an- 
other detested tyrant of antiquity, can make the 
wretched suflerer fit the bed, if the bed will not fit 
the sufferer, by di^ointing or tearing the trembling 
limbs, until they are stretched to its extremity. But 
courage, constancy, and patience under torments, 
have sometimes caused the most hardened monsters 
to relent, and forgive the object of their cruelty. 
You, sir, are determined to try all that human nature 
can endure, until she expires ; else, was it possible 

censure is not fitted to the present deg^enerate state of 
society. What does it avail to expose the absurd con- 
trivance, or pernicious tendency, of measures, if the man 
who advises or executes, shall be suffered, not only to 
escape with impunity, but even to preserve his power, 
and insult us with the favor of his sovereim? I would 
recommend to the reader the whole of Mr. Pope's letter 
to Dr. Arbuthnot, dated July 28, 1734, from which the fol- 
lowing is an extract: **To reform, and not to chastise,! 
am afraid, is Impossible; and that the best precepts, as 
well as the best laws, would prove of small use, if there 
were no examples to enforce them. To attack vices In 
the abstract, without touchingr persons, may be safe 
flerhtlng. Indeed, but it is figrhtingr with shacfows. My 
srreatest comfort and encouragement to proceed has 
been to see, that those who have no shame, and no fear 
of any thing else, have appeared touched by my satires.'* 
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that yon could be the author of that most inhuman 
letter to the duke of Bedford, I have read with as- 
tonishment and horror? Where^ sir, where were the 
feelings of your own heart, when you could upbraid a 
most affectionate father with the loss of his only and 
most amiable son? Read over again those cruel 
lines of yours, and let ^them wring your very soul ! 
Cannot political questions be discussed, without de- 
scending to the most odious personalities? Must 
you go wantonly out of your way to torment declin- 
ing age, because the duke of Bedford may have 
quarrelled with those whose cause and politics you 
espouse? For shame! for shame! As you have 
spoken daggers to him, you may justly dread the use 
of them against your own breast, did a want of cour- 
age, or of noble sentiments, stimulate him to such 
mean revenge. He is above it; he is brave. Do you 
fancy that your own base arts have infected our 
whole island ? But your own reflections, your own 
conscience, must, and will, if you have any spark of 
humanity remaining, give him most ample vengeance. 
Not all the power of words with which you are so 
graced, will ever wash out, or even palliate, this foul 
blot in your character. I have not time, at present, 
to dissect your letter so minutely as I could wish; 
but I will be bold enough to say, that it is (as to 
reason and argument) the most extraordinary piece 
of florid impoteiice that was ever imposed upon the 
eyes and ears of the too credulous and deluded mob. 
It accuses the duke of Bedford of high treason. Upon 
what foundation ? You tell us, " the duke's pecu- 
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niary character makes it more than probahle, that 
he could not have made such sacrifices at the peace, 
without some private compensations: that his con- 
duct carried with it an interior evidence, beyond all 
the legal proo& of a court of justice." 

My academical education, sir, bids me tell you, 
that it is necessary to establish the truth of your first 
proposition, before you presume to draw inferences 
from it. First prove the avarice, before you make 
the rash, hasty, and most wicked conclusion. This 
father, Junius, whom you call avaricious, allowed 
that son eight thousand pounds a year. Upon his 
most unfortunate death, which your usual good- 
nature took care to remind him of, he greatly in- 
creased the jointure of the afflicted lady his widow. 
Is this avarice ? Is this doing good by stealth ? It 
is upon record. 

If exact order, method, and true economy, as a mas- 
ter as of a family ; if splendor, and just magnificence 
without wild waste and thoughtless extravagance, 
may constitute the character of an avaricious man, 
the duke is guilty. But, for a moment let us admit 
the ambassador may love money too much: what 
proof do you give that he has taken any to betray 
his country ? Is it hearsay, or the evidence of let- 
ters, or ocular ; or the evidence of those concerned in 
this black affair? Produce your authorities to the 
public. It is the most impudent kind of sorcery, to 
attempt to blind us with the smoke, without con- 
vincing us that the fire has existed. You first brand 
him with a vice that he is free from, to render him 

U 
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odious and suspected. Suspicion is the iovl weapon 
with which yon make all your chief attacks; with 
that you stab. But shall one of the first subjects of 
the realm be ruined in his fame, shall even his life 
be in constant danger, from a chai^ built upon such 
sandy foundations? Must his house be besieged by 
lawless ruffians, his journeys impeded, and even the 
asylum of an alter be insecure from assertions so base 
and false ? Potent as he is, the duke is amenable to 
justice ; if guilty, punishable. The parliament is the 
high and solemn tribunal for matters of such great 
moment ; to that be they submitted. But I hope, also, 
that some notice will be taken of, and some punish- 
ment inflicted upon, false accusers ; especially upon 
such, Junius, who are wilfully false. In any truth I 
will agree even with Junius ; will agree with him 
that it is highly unbecoming the dignity of peers to 
tamper with boroughs. Aristocracy is as fatal as 
democracy. Our constitution admits of neither. It 
loves a king, lords, and commons, really chosen by 
the unbought sufirages of a ftee people. But if cor- 
ruption only shifts hands, if the wealthy commoner 
gives the bribe instead of the potent peer, is the state 
better served by this exchange ? Is the real eman- 
cipation of the borough effected, because new i)arch- 
ment bonds may possibly supersede the old? To 
say the truth, wherever such practices prevail, they 
are equally criminal to, and destructive of, our free- 
dom. 

The rest of your declamation is scarce worth con- 
sidering, except for the elegance of the language. 
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Like Hamlet, in the play, you produce two pictures : 
you tell US) that one is not like the duke of Bedford ; 
then you bdng a most hideous caricature, and tell us 
of the resemblance ; but mtUtum aJ)ludit imago. 

Allyour long tedious accounts of the ministerial 
quarrels, and the intrigues of the cabinet, are reduci- 
ble to a few short lines ; and to convince you, sir, that 
I do not mean to flatter any minister, either past or 
present, these are my thoughts : they seem to have 
acted like lovers, or children ; have* pouted, quar- 
relled, cried, kissed, and been friends again, as the 
objects of desire, the ministerial rattles have been 
put into their liands. But such proceedings are very 
unworthy of the gravity and dignity of a great nation. 
We do not want men of abilities, but we have wanted 
steadiness: we want unanimity; your letters, Junius, 
will not contribute thereto. You may one day expire 
by a flame of your own kindling. But it is my hum- 
ble opinion, that lenity and moderation, pardon and 
oblivion, will disappoint the efforts of all the seditious 
in the land, and extinguish their wide-spreading fires. 
I have lived with this sentiment ; with this I shall die, 

WILLIAM DRAPER. 

* Sir Wliilam girmi us a pleasant aceount of men, who. 
in his opinion at least, are the best qualified to g-ovem an 
empire. 
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LETTER XXVII. 

To THE Printer of the Public Adyebtisbb. 
SIR, October 18, 17fl9. 

If sir William Draper's bed be a bed of tortures, 
he has made it for himself. I shall never interrupt his 
repose. , Having changed the subject, there are parts 
of his last letter not undeserving of a reply. Leav- 
ing his private character and conduct out of the ques- 
tion, I shall consider him merely in the capacity of 
an author, whose labors certainly do no discredit to a 
newspaper. 

We say, in common discourse, that a man may be 
his own enemy ; and the frequency of the fact makes 
the expression intelligible. But that a man should 
be the bitterest enemy of his Mends, implies a con- 
tradiction of a peculiar nature. There is something 
in it, which cannot be conceived, without a confusion 
of ideas, nor expressed, without a solecism in lan- 
guage. Sir William Draper is still that fatal friend 
lord Granby found him. Yet, I am ready to do jus- 
tice to his generosity ; if, indeed, it be not something 
more than generous, to be the voluntary advocate ol 
men, who think themselves injured by his assistance, 
and to consider nothing in the cause he adopts, but 
the difficulty of defending it I thought, however, 
he had been better read in the history of the human 
heart, than to compare or confound the tortures of the 
body with those of the mind. He ought to have 
known, though, perhaps, it might not be his interest 
to confess, that no outward tyranny can reach the 
niind. If conscience plays the tyrant, it would be 
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greatly for the benefit of the world that she were 
more arbitrary, and far less placable, than some men 
find her. 

But it seems I have outraged the feelings oi a 
father's heart. Am I, indeed, so injudicious? Does 
sir William Draper think I would have hazarded my 
credit with a generous nation, by so gross a violation 
of the laws of humanity ? Does he think I am so 
little acquainted with the first and noblest character- 
istic of Englishmen ? Or, how will he reconcile such 
folly with an understanding so full of artifice as 
mine? Had he been a father, he would have been 
but little offended with the severity of the reproach, 
for his mind would have been filled vfith the justice 
of it. He would have seen, that I did not insult the 
feelings of a father, but the father who felt nothing. 
He would have trusted to the evidence of his own 
paternal heart, and boldly denied the possibility of 
the fact, instead of defending i}. Against whom, 
then, will his honest indignation be directed, when I 
assure him, that this whole town beheld the duke of 
Bedford's conduct, upon the death of his son, with 
horror and astonishment ? Sir William Draper does 
himself but little honor in opposing the general sense 
of his country. The people are seldom wrong in their 
opinions ; in their sentiments they are never mistaken. 
There may be a vanity, perhaps, in a singular way of 
thinking : but, when a man professes a want of those 
feelings which do honor to the multitude, he hazards 
something infinitely more important than the char- 
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acter of his understanding. After all, as sir William 
may possibly be in earnest in his anxiety for the duke 
of Bedford, I should be glad to relieve him from it. 
He may rest assured, this worthy nobleman laughs, 
with equal indifference, at my reproaches, and sir 
William's distress about him. But here let it stop. 
Even the duke of Bedford, insensible as he is, will 
consult the tranquillity of his life, in not provoking 
the moderation of my temper. If firom the pro- 
foundest contempt, I should ever rise into anger, he 
should soon find, that all I have already said of him 
was lenity and compassion. 

Out of a long catalogue, sir William Draper has 
confined himself to the refutation of two charges only. 
The rest he had not time to discuss ; and, indeed, it 
would have been a laborious undertaking. To draw 
up a defense of such a series of enormities, would have 
required a life, at least, as long as that which has 
been uniformly employed in the practice of them. 
The public opinion of the duke of Bedford's extreme 
economy is, it seems, entirely without foundation. 
Though not very prodigal abroad, in his own family, 
at least, he is regular and magnificent. He pays his 
debts, abhors a beggar, and makes a handsome provi- 
sion for his son. His charity has improved upon the 
proverb, and ended where it began. Admitting the 
whole force of this single instance of his domestic 
generosity, (wonderful, indeed, considering the nar- 
rowness of his fortune, and the little merit of his 
only son) the public may still, perhaps, be dissatisfied 
and demand some other less equivocal proofe of his 
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mnnMoenoe. Sir William Draper should have entered 
boldly into the detail of indigence relieved, of arts 
encouraged, of science patronised, men of learning 
protected, and works of genins rewarded. In short, 
had there been a single instancy, besides Mr. Rigby,* 
of blushing merit, brought forward by the duke for 
the service of the public, it should not have been 
omitted. 

I wish it were possible to establish my inference with 
the same certainty on which I believe the principle is 
founded. My conclusion, however, was not drawn from 
theprindple alone. lam not so unjust as to reason from 
one crime to another : though I think that, of all the 
vices, avarice is most apt to taint and corrupt the 
heart. I combined the known temper of the man, 
with the extravagant concessions made by the ambas- 
sador ; and though I doubt not sufficient care was 
taken to leave no document of any treasonable nego- 
tiation, I still maintain Hiat the conductf of this 
minister carries with it an internal and convincing 
evidence against him. Sir William Draper seems not 
to know the value or force of such a proof He will 
not permit us to judge of the motives of men, by the 
manifest tendency of their actions, nor by the noto- 
rious character of their minds. He calls for papers 
and witnesses with triumphant security, as if nothing 



* 



This firentleman is supposed to have the same Idea of 
MusTiino, that a man, blind from his birth, has of scarlet 
or sky blue. 

t If sir W. D. will take the trouble of looking into 
Torey*8 Memoirs, he will see with what little ceremony a 
bribe may be offered to a duke, and with what little cere- 
mony it was onHy not accepted. 
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could be trae but what could be proved in a court of 
justice. Yet a religious man might have remembered 
upon what foundation some truths, most interesting 
to mankind, have been received and established. If 
it were not for the internal evidence which the purest 
of religions carries with it, what would have become 
of his once well-quoted decalogue, and of the meek- 
ness of his Christianity ? 

The generous warmth of his resentment makes him 
confound the order of events. He forgets, that the 
insults and distresses which the duke of Bedford has 
suffered, and which sir William has lamented, with 
many delicate touches of the true pathetic, were only 
recorded in my letter to his grace, not occasioned by 
it. It was a simple, candid narrative of iacts ; though, 
for aught I know, it may carry with it something 
prophetic. His grace, undoubtedly, has received sev- 
eral ominous hints ; and, I think, in certain circum- 
stances, a wise man would do well to prepare himself, 
for the event. 

But I have a charge of a heavier nature against sir 
William Draper. He tells us, that the duke of Bed- 
ford is amenable to justice ; that parliament is a high 
and solemn tribunal ; and that, if guilty, he may be 
punished by due course of law ; and all this he says 
with as much gravity as if he believed every word of 
the matter. I hope, indeed, the day of impeachments 
will arrive before this nobleman escapes out of life; but 
to refer us to that mode of proceeding now, with such a 
ministry, and such a house of commons as the present, 
what is it, but an indecent mockery of the common 
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sense of the nation? I think he might have con- 
tented himseli with defending the greatest enemy, 
without insulting the distresses of his country. 

His concluding declaration of his opinion, with res- 
pect to the present condition of affairs, is too loose 
and undetermined to he of any service to the public. 
How strange is it that this gentleman should dedi- 
cate so much time and argument to the defense of 
worthless or indifferent characters, while he gives but 
seven solitary lines to the only subject which can de- 
serve his attention, or do credit to his abilities ! 

JUNIUS. 



LETTER XXVIII. 

To THB Printer of the Public Advertiser. 

SIB, October 19, 1769. 

I very sincerely applaud the spirit with which a 
lady has paid the debt of gratitude to her benefactor. 
Though I think she has mistaken the point, she 
shows a virtue which makes her respectable. The 
question turned upon the personal generosity or 
avarice of a man, whose private fortune is immense. 
The proo& of his munificence must be drawn from 
the uses to which he has applied that fortune. I was 
not 8i>eaking of a lord lieutenant of Ireland, but of a 
rich English duke, whose wealth gave him the means 
of doing as much good in this country, as he derived 
from his power in another. I am far from wishing to 
lessen the merit of this single benevolent action ; per- 
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haps it is the more conspicnons, from standing alone. 
All I mean to say is, that it proves nothing in the 
present argument. 

JUNIUS. 



LETTER XXIX. 
Addressed to the Printer of the Pubuo Adybrisbr. 

SIK, October 19, 1708. 

I am well assured that Junius will never descend 
to a dispute with such a writer as Modestus (whose 
letter appeared in the Gazetteer of Monday), especi- 
ally as the dispute must be chiefly about words. 
Notwithstanding the partiality of the public, it does 
not appear that Junius values himself upon any 
superior skill in composition: and I hope his time 
will always be more usefully employed than in the 
trifling refinements of verbal criticism. Modestus, 
however, shall have no reason to triumph in the 
silence and moderation of Janins. If he knew as 
much of the propriety of language, as, I believe, he 
does of the facts in question, he would have been as 
cautious of attacking Junius upon his composition, 
as he seems to be of entering into the subject of it : 
yet, after all, the last is the only article ol any im- 
portance to the public. 

I do not wonder at the unremitted rancor with 
which the duke of Bedford and his adherents invari- 
ably speak of a nation, which we well know has been 
too much injured to be easily forgiven. But why 
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most JuniiiB be an Irishman? The absurdity of his 
writings betrays him. Waiving all consideration of the 
insolt o£fered by Modestus to the declared judgment 
of the people (they may well bear this amongst the 
rest), let ns follow the several instances, and try 
whether the charge be fairly supported. 

1. Then, the leaving a man to eiQoy such a repose 
as he can find upon a bed of torture, is severe indeed ; 
perhaps too much so, when applied to such a trifler 
as sir William Draper ; but there is nothing absurd 
either in the idea or expression. Modestus cannot 
distingnish between a sarcasm and a contradiction. 

2. I affirm, with Junius, that it is the frequency of 
the tact which alone can make us comprehend how a 
man can be his own enemy. We should never arrive 
at the complex idea conveyed by those words, if we 
had only seen one or two instances of a man acting 
to his own prejudice. Ofifer the proposition to a 
child or a man unused to compound his ideas, and 
you will soon see how little either of them under- 
stand you. It is not a simple idea arising from 
a single iact, but a very complex idea arising from 
many facts, well observed, and accurately compared. 

3. Modestus could not, without great affectation, 
mistake the meaning of Junius, when he speaks of a 
man, who is the bitterest enemy of his friends. He 
could not but know, that Junius spoke not of a false 
or hollow friendship, but a real intention to serve, 
and that intention producing the worst effects of 
enmity. Whether the description be strictly applica- 
ble to sir William Draper, is another question. Ju- 
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nius does not say, that it is more criminal for a man 
to be the enemy of his friends than his own ; though 
he might have affirmed it with truth. In a moral 
light, a man may certainly take greater liberties 
with himself, than with another. To sacrifice our- 
selves merely, is a weakness we may indulge in, if 
we think proper,' for we do it at our own hazard and 
expense; but, under the pretence of friendship, to 
sport with the reputation, or sacrifice the honor, of 
another, is something worse than weakness ; and if, 
in fetvor of the foolish intention, we do not call it a 
crime, we must allow, at least, that it arises from an 
overweening, busy, meddling impudence. Junius 
says only, and he says truly, that it is more extraor- 
dinary ; that it involves a greater contradiction than 
the other ; and, is it not a maxim received in life, 
that, in general, we can determine more wisely for 
others than for ourselves ? The reason of it is so 
clear in argument, that it hardly wants the confirm- 
ation of experience. Sir William Draper, I confess, 
is an exception to the general rule, though not much 
to his credit. 

• 4. If this gentleman will go back to his ethics, he 
may, perhaps, discover the truth of what Junius says, 
That no outward tyranny can reach the mind. The tor- 
tures of the body may be introduced, by way of orna- 
ment or illustration, to represent those of the mind; 
but, strictly, there is no similitude between them : 
they are totally different, both in their cause and 
operation. The wretch who suffers upon the rack is 
merely passive : but, when the mind is tortured, it is 
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not at the command of any outward power ; it is the 
sense of guilt which constitutes the punishment, and 
creates that torture, with which the guilty mind acts 
upon itself 

5. He misquotes what Junius says of conscience, 
and makes the sentence ridiculous, by making it his 
own. 

So much for composition. Now for fact. Junius 
it seems, has mistaken the duke of Bedford. His 
grace had all the proper feelings of a father, though 
he took care to suppress the appearance of them. Yet 
it was an occasion, one would think, on which he 
need not have been ashamed of his grief; on which 
less fortitude would have done him more honor. I 
can conceive, indeed, a benevolent motive for his 
endeavoring to assume an air of tranquillity in his 
own family; and I wish I could discover any thing, in 
the rest of his character, to justify my assigning that 
motive to his behavior. But is there no medium ? 
Was it necessary to appear abroad, to ballot at the 
India-House, and make a public display, though it 
were only of an apparent insensibility? I know we 
are treading on tender ground; and Junius, I am 
convinced, does not wish to urge this question far- 
ther. Let the friends of the duke of Bedford observe 
that humble silence which becomes their situation. 
They should recollect, that there are still some facts 
in store at which human nature would shudder. I 
shall be understood by those whom it concerns, when 
I say, that these facts go farther than to the duke.* 

• Within a fortnight after lord Tavistock's death, the 
Tenerable Gertrude )iad a rout at Bedford housOt The 
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It is not inconsistent to sappose, that a man may 
be quite indifferent about one part of a charge, jet 
severely stung with another; and though he feels no 
remorse, that he may. wish to be revenged. The 
charge of insensibility carries a reproach, indeed, but 
no danger with it^ Junius had said, Tkere are 
others vho would assassinate. Modestus, knowing 
his man, will not suffer the insinuation to be divided, 
but fixes it all upon the duke of Bedford. 

Without determining upon what evidence Junius 
would choose to be condemned, I will venture to 
maintain, in opposition to Modestus, or to Mr. Rigby, 
(who is certainly not Modestus) or any of the Blooms- 
bury gang, that the evidence against the duke of 
Bedford is as strong as any presumptive evidence 
can be. It depends upon a combination of &cts-and 
reasoning, which require nb confirmation from the 
anecdote of the duke of Marlborough. This anec- 
dote was referred to, merely to show how ready a 
great man may be to receive a great bribe; and if 
Modestus could read the original, he would see, that 
the expression n6t only accepted, was, probably, the 

good duke (who had only sixty thousand pounds a year) 
ordered an Inventory to be taken of his son's wearing 
apparel, down to his slippers, sold them all, and put the 
money in his pocket. The amiable marchioness, shocked 
at such brutal, unfeeling avarice, grave the value of the 
clothes to the marquis's servant, out of her own purse. 
That Incomparable woman did not long survive her hus- 
band. When she died, the duchess of Bedford treated 
her as the duke had treated his only son: she ordered 
every gown and trinket to be sold, and pocketed the 
money. These are the monsters whom sir William Dra- 

Ser comes forward to defend. May God protect me from 
oing any thing that may require such defense, or to de- 
serve such friendship. 



JUNIUS. 175 

only one in our language that exactly fitted the case. 
The bribe offered to the duke of Marlborough was 
not refused. 

I cannot conclude without taking notice of this 
honest gentleman's learning, and wishing he had 
given us a little more of it. When he accidentally 
found himself so near speaking truth, it was rather 
unfair of him to leave out the non potuisae refelli. Am 
it stands, the pudet hcec opprohm may be divided 
equally between Mr. Rigby and the duke of Bedford. 
Mr. Rigby, I take for granted, will assert his natural 
right to the modesty of the quotation, and leave all the 
opprobrium to his grace. PHILO JUNIUS. 



LETTER XXX. 

To The Printer opthe Public Advertiser. 
SIR, October 17. 1709. 

It is not wonderful that the great cause in 
which this country is engaged, should have roused 
and engrossed the whole attention of the people. 
I rather admire the generous spirit with which they 
feel and assert their interest in this important ques- 
tion, than blame them for their indifference about 
any other. When the constitution is openly invaded, 
when the first original right of the people, from 
which all laws derive their authority, is directly 
attacked, inferior grievances naturally lose their force, 
and are suffered to pass by without punishment or 
observation. The present ministry are as singularly 
marked by their fortune, as their crimes. Instead of 
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atoning for their former conduct, by any wise or 
popular measure, they have found, in the enormity 
of one fact, a cover and defense for a series of meas- 
ures, which must have been fatal to any other admin- 
istration. I fear we are too remiss in observing the 
whole of their proceedings. Struck with the princi- 
pal figure, we do not sufficiently mark in what 
manner the canvass is filled up. Yet surely it is 
not a less crime, nor less fatal in its consequences, to 
encourage a flagrant breach of the law, by a military 
force, than to make use of the forms of parliament to 
destroy the constitution. — The ministry seemed de- 
termined to give us a choice of difficulties, and, if 
possible, to perplex us with the multitude of their 
offenses. The expedient is worthy of the duke of 
Grafton. But though he has preserved a gradation 
and variety in his measures, we should remember 
that the principle is uniform. Dictated by the same 
spirit, they deserve the same attention. The follow- 
ing fact though of the most alarming nature^ has 
not yet been clearly stated to the public ; nor have 
the consequences of it been sufficiently understood. — 
Had I taken it up at an earlier period, I should have 
been accused of an uncandid, malignant precipitation, 
as if I watched for an unfair advantage against the 
ministry, and would not allow them a reasonable 
time to do their duty. They now stand without ex- 
cuse. Instead of employing the leisure they have 
had, in a strict examination of the offense, and pun- 
ishing the offenders, they seem to have considered 
that indulgence as a security to them; that, with a 
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little time and management, the whole affiEdr might 
be buried in silence, and utterly forgotten. 

A nuyor general^ of the army is arrested by the 
sheriffs officers for a considerable debt. He persuades 
them to conduct him to the Tilt-yard, in St. James's 
Park, under some pretence of business, which it im- 
ported him to settle before he was confined. He ap- 
plies to a Serjeant, not immediately on duty, to assist, 
with some of his companions, in £a.yoring his escape. 
He attempts it. A bustle ensues. The bailiff claim 
their prisoner. 

An officer of the guards,t not then on duty, takes 
part in the affair, applies to the lieutenant]: command- 
ing the Tilt-yard guard, and urges him to turn out 
his guard to relieve a general officer. The lieutenant 
declines interfering in person, but stands at a distance, 
and suffers the business to be done. The officer takc^ 
upon himself to order out the guard. In a moment 
they are in arms, quit their guard, march, rescue the. 
general, and drive away the sheriff's officers, who, in 
vain, represent their right to the prisoner, and the 
nature of the arrest. The soldiers first conduct the 
general into the guard-room, then escort him to a 
place of safety, with bayonets fixed, and in all the 
forms of military triumph. I will not enlarge upon 
the various circumstances which attended this atroci- 
ous proceeding. The personal injury received by the 
officers of the law, in the execution of their duty. 

♦ Major-general Gansel. 
t Lieutenant Dodd. 
% Lieutenant Garth. 

12 
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may, perhaps, be atoned for by some private compen- 
sation. I consider nothing bat the wonnd which has 
been given to the law itself, to which no remedy has 
been applied, no satisfaction made. Neither is it my 
design to dwell upon the miscondnct of the parties 
concerned, any farther than is necessary to show the 
behavior of the ministry in its true light. I wonld 
make every compassionate allowance for the infataa- 
tion of the prisoner, the false and criminal discretion 
of one officer, and the madness of another. I would 
leave the ignorant soldiers entirely out of the ques- 
tion. They are certainly the least guilty ; though 
they are the only persons who have yet suffered, even 
in the appearance of punishment.* The &ct itself, 
however atrocious, is not the principsd point to be 
considered. It might have happened under a more 
regular government, and with guards better discip- 
lined than ours. The main question is. In what man- 
ner have the ministry acted on this extraordinary 
occasion? A general officer calls upon the king's 
own guard, then actually oil duty, to rescue him from 
the laws of his country : yet, at this moment, he is in 
a situation no worse than if he had not committed an 
offense equally enormous in a civil and military view. 
A lieutenant upon duty designedly quits his guard, 
and suffers it to be drawn out by another officer, for 
a purpose, which he well knew (as we may collect 
from an appearance of caution, which only makes his 
behavior the more criminal) to be in the highest de- 
gree illegal. Has this gentleman been called to a 

* A few of them were confined. 
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court martial to answer for his conduct ? No. Has 
it been censured ? No. Has it been in any shape in- 
quired into? No. Another lieutenant, not upon 
duty, nor even in his regimentals, is daring enough to 
order out the king's guard, over which he had prop- 
erly no command, and engages them in a violation of 
the laws of his country, perhaps the most singular 
and extravagant that ever was attempted. What 
punishment has he suffered ? Literally none. Sup- 
posing he should be prosecuted at common law for 
the rescue ; will that circumstance, from which the 
ministry can derive no merit, excuse or justify their 
suffering so flagrant a breach of military discipline to 
pass by unpunished and unnoticed ? Are they aware 
of the outrage offered to their sovereign, when his 
own proper guard is ordered out to stop, by main 
force, the execution of his laws ? What are we to 
conclude from so scandalous a neglect of their duty, 
but that they have other views, which can only be 
answered by securing the attachment of the guards ? 
The minister would hardly be so cautious of offend- 
ing them, if he did not mean, in due time, to call for 
their assistance. 

With respect to the parties themselves, let it be ob- 
served, that these gentlemen are neither young offi- 
cers, nor very young men. Had they belonged to the 
unfledged race of ensigns, who infest our streets, and 
dishonor our public places, it might, perhaps, be suf- 
ficient to send them back to that discipline from 
which their parents, judging lightly from the matu- 
rity of their vices, had removed them too soon. In 
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this case, I am sorry to see, not so much the folly of 
youths, as the spirit of the corps, and the connivance 
of government. I do not question that there are 
many brave and worthy officers in the regiments of 
guards. But considering them as a corps, I fear, it 
will be found, that they are neither good soldiers nor 
good subjects. Far be it from me to insinuate the 
most distant reflection upon the army. On the con- 
trary, I honor and esteem the profession; and, if 
these gentlemen were better soldiers, I am sure they 
would be better subjects. It is not that there is any 
internal vice or defect in the profession itself, as r^u- 
lated in this country, but that it is the spirit of this 
particular corps to despise their profession : and that, 
while they vainly assume the lead of the army, they 
make it matter of impertinent comparison, and tri- 
umph over the bravest troops in the world (I mean 
our marching regiments) that theyj indeed, stand upon 
higher ground, and are privileged to neglect the 
laborious forms of military discipline and duty. 
Without dwelling longer upon a most invidious sub- 
ject, I shall leave it to military men, who have seen 
a service more active than the parade, to determine 
whether or no I speak truth. 

How far this dangerous spirit has been encouraged 
by government, and to what pernicious purposes it 
may be applied hereafter, well deserves our most seri- 
ous consideration. I know, indeed, that, when this 
affair happened, an affectation of alarm ran through 
the ministry. Something must be done to save ap- 
pearances. The case was too flagrant to be passed by 
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abeolntely without notice. But how have they acted ? 
Instead of ordering the officers concerned (and who, 
strictly speaking, are alone guilty) to he put under 
arrest, and brought to trial, they would have It un- 
derstood, that they did their duty completely, in con- 
tiuing a seijeant and four private soldiers, until they 
should be demanded by the civil power: so that 
while the officers, who ordered or permitted the thing 
to be done, escaped without censure, the poor men, 
who obeyed these orders, who, in a military view, are 
no way responsible for what they did, and who for 
that reason, have been discharged by the civil magis- 
trates, are the only objects whom the ministry have 
thought proper to expose to punishment. They did 
not venture to bring even these men to a court mar- 
tial, because they knew their evidence would be 
fatal to some persons whom they were determined to 
protect; otherwise, I doubt not, the lives of these un- 
happy, friendless soldiers, would long since have been 
sacrificed without scruple, to the security of their 
guilty officers. 

I have been accused of endeavoring to inflame the 
passions of the people . Let me now appeal to their 
understanding. If there be any tool of administra- 
tion, daring enough to deny these facts, or shame- 
less enough to defend the conduct of the ministry, 
let him come forward. I care not under what title 
he appears. He shall find me ready to maintain the 
truth of my narrative, and the justice of my observa- 
tions upon it, at the hazard of my utmost credit with 
the public. 
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Under the most arbitrary govemmentB, the com- 
mon administration of justice is suffered to take its 
coarse. The subject, though robbed of his share in 
the legislature, is still protected by the laws. The 
political freedom of the English constitution was 
once the pride and honor of an Englishman. The 
civil equality of the laws preserved the property, and 
defended the safety of the subject. Are these glori- 
ous privileges the birthright of the people, or are 
we only tenants at the will of the ministry ? But 
that I know there is a spirit of resisiance in the 
hearts of my countrymen; that they value life, not 
by its conveniences, but by the independence and 
dignity of their condition ; I should, at this moment, 
appeal only to their discretion. I should persuade 
them to banish from their minds all memory of what 
we were ; I should tell them this is not a time to re- 
member that we were Englishmen ; and give it, as 
my last advice, to make some early agreement with 
the minister, that, since it has pleased him to rob us 
of those political rights, which once distinguished 
the inhabitants of a country where honor was happi- 
ness, he would leave us at least the humble, obedient 
security of citizens, and graciously condescend to 

protect us in our submission. 

JUNIUS. 



LETTER XXXI 

To THE Printer of the Public Advertiser. 
SIR, November 14, 1709. 

The variety of remarks which have been made 

upon the last letter of Junius, and my own opinion 
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of the writer, who, whatever may be his faults, 
is certainly not a weak man, have induced me to ex- 
amine, with some attention, the subject of that letter. 
I could not persuade myself, that, while he had 
plenty of important materials, he would have taken 
up a light or trifling occasion to attack the ministry ; 
much less could I conceive, that it was his intention 
to ruin the officers concerned in the rescue of general 
Gansel, or to injure the general himself. These are 
little objects, and can no way contribute to the great 
purposes he seems to have in view, by addressing 
himself to the public. Without considering the or- 
namented style he has adopted, I determined to look 
farther into the matter, before I decided upon the 
merits of his letter. The first step I took was to in- 
quire into the truth of the facts ; for if these were 
either fiftlse or misrepresented, the most artful exer- 
tion of his understanding, in reasoning upon them, 
would only be a disgrace to him. Now, sir, I have 
found every circumstance stated by Junius to be 
literally true. Greneral Gansel persuaded the bailiffs 
to conduct him to the parade, and certainly solicited 
a corporal, and other soldiers, to assist him in mak- 
ing his escape. Captain Dodd did certainly apply to 
captain Garth for the assistance of his guard. Cap- 
tain Garth declined appearing himself, but stood 
aloof, while the other took upon him to order out the 
king's guard, and by main force rescued the general. 
It is also strictly true, that the general was escorted 
by a file of musqueteers to a place of security. These 
are facts, Mr. Woodfall, which I promise you no 
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gentleman in the guards will deny. If all or any of 
them are false, why are they not contradicted by the 
parties themselves? However secure against mili- 
tary censure^ they have yet a character to lose; and, 
surely, if they are innocent, it is not beneath them to 
pay some attention to the opinion of the public 

The force of Junius's observations upon these &cts 
cannot be better marked, than by stating and refut- 
ing the objections which have been made to them. 
One writer says, " Admitting the officers have offend- 
ed, they are punishable at common law ; and will 
you have a British subject punished twice for the 
same offense?" I answer, that they have committed 
two offenses, both very enormous, and violated two 
laws. The rescue is one offense, the flagrant breach 
of discipline another; and hitherto it does not appear 
that they have been punished, or even censured for 
either. Another gentleman lays much stress upon 
the calamity of the case ; and, instead of disproving 
facts, appeals at once to the compassion of the public. 
This idea, as well as the insinuation, that, depriving 
the parties of their commissions would he an injury to 
their creditors, can only refer to general Gransel. The 
other officers are in no distress ; therefore, have, no 
claim to compassion : nor does it appear that their 
creditors, if they have any, are more likely to be 
satisfied by their continuing in the guards. But this 
sort of plea will not hold in any shape. Compassion 
to an offender, who has grossly violated the laws, is, 
in effect, a cruelty to the peaceable subject who has 
observed them : and even admitting the force of any 
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alleviating circamstanoes, it is nevertheless true, that 
in this instance, the royal compassion has interposed 
too soon. The legal and proper mercy of a king of 
England may remit the punishment, but ought not 
to stop the triaL 

Besides these particular objections, there has been 
a cry raised against Junius, for his malice and injus- 
tice in attacking the ministry upon an event which 
they could neither hinder nor foresee. This, I must 
affirm, is a false representation of his argument. He 
lays no stress upon the event itself, as a ground of 
accusation against the ministry, but dwells entirely 
upon their subsequent conduct. He does not say 
that they are answerable for the offense, but for the 
scandalous neglect of their duty, in suffering an ol- 
fense so flagrant to pass by without notice or inquiry. 
Supposing them ever so regardless of what they owe 
to the public, and as indifferent about the opinion, as 
they are about the interests of their country, what 
answer, as officers of the crown, will they give to Ju- 
nius, when he asks them, " Are they aware of the 
outrage offered to their sovereign, when his own 
proper guard is ordered out to stop, by main force, 
the execution of his laws ? " And when we see a 
ministry giving such a strange, unaccountable protec- 
tion to the officers of the guards, is it unfair to sus- 
pect that they have some secret and unwarrantable 
motives for their conduct ? If they feel themselves 
injured by such a suspicion, why do they not imme- 
diately clear themselves from it by doinjr their duty ? 
For the honor ot the guards, I cannot help expressing 
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another suspicion, that if the oommaading officer had 
not received a secret injunction to the contrary, he 
would, in the ordinary course of his business, have 
applied for a court martial to try the two subalterns; 
the one tor quitting his guard, the other for taking 
upon him the command of the guard, and employing 
it in the manner he did. I do not mean to enter into, 
or defend, the severity with which Junius treats the 
guards. On the contrary, I will suppose, for a mo- 
ment, that they deserve a very different character. 
If this be true, in what light will they consider the 
conduct of the two subalterns, but as the general re- 
proach and disgrace to the whole corps? And will 
they not wish to see them censured, in a military 
way, if it were only for the credit and discipline of 
the regiment? 

Upon the whole, sir, the ministry seem to me to 
have taken a very improper advantage of the good- 
nature of the public, whose humanity, they found, 
considered nothing in this affair but the distress of 
general Gransel. They would persuade us, that it was 
only a common rescue by a few disorderly soldiers, 
and not the formal, deliberate act of the king's guard, 
headed by an officer ; and the public has fallen into 
the deception. I think, therefore, we are obliged 
to Junius for the care he has taken to inquire into the 
facts, and for the just commentary with which he 
has given them to the world. For my own part, I 
am as unwilling as any man to load the unfortunate ; 
but really, sir, the precedent with respect to the 
guards, is of a mast important nature, and alarming 
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enough (considering the consequences with which it 
may be attended) to deserve a parliamentary inquiry. 
When the guards are daring enough, not only to vio- 
late their own discipline, -but publicly, and, with the 
most atrocious violence, to stop the execution of the 
laws, and when such extraordinary offenses pass with 
impunity, believe me, sir, the precedent strikes deep. 

PHILO JUNIUS. 



LETTER XXXn. 

To THE PBiyTBR OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, November 16, 1769. 

I admit the claim of a gentleman, who publishes 
in the Gazetteer under the name of Modestus. He 
has some right to expect an answer from me ; though, 
I think, not so much from the merit or importance of 
his objections, as from my own voluntary engagement. 
I had a reason for not taking notice of him sooner, 
which, as he is a candid person, I believe, he will 
think sufficient. In my first letter, I took for granted, 
from the time which had elapsed, that there was no 
intention to censure, or even to try, the persons Con- 
cerned in the rescue of general Gransel : but Modes- 
tus having since either affirmed, or strongly insinu- 
ated, that the offenders might still be brought to a 
legal trial, any attempt to prejudge the cause, or to 
prejudice the minds of a jury, or a court-martial, 
would be highly improper. 
A man more hostile to the ministry than I am. 
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would not 80 often remind them of their duty. If 
the duke of Grafton will not perform the duty of his 
station, why is he minister ? I will not descend to a 
scurrilous altercation with any man ; bat this is a 
subject too important to be i)assed over with silent 
indifiference. If the gentlemen, whose conduct is in 
question, are not brought to a trial, the duke of Graf- 
ton shall hear from me again. 

The motives on which I am supposed to have taken 
up this cause, are of little importance, compared with 
the facts themselves, and the observations I have made 
upon them. Without a vain profession of integrity, 
which in these times might justly be suspected, I 
shall show myself, in effect, a friend to the interests 
of my countrymen ; and leave it to them to deter- 
mine, whether I am moved by a personal malevolence 
to three private gentlemen, or merely by a hope of 
perplexing the ministry ; or whether I am animated 
by a just and honorable purpose of obtaining a sat- 
isfaction to the laws of this country, equal, if possible, 
to the violation they have suffered. 

JUNIUS. 



LETTER XXXIII. 

To His Grace the Dukb of Grafton. 

MY LORD, November 89, 1789. 

Though my opinion of your grace's integrity was 
but little affected by the coyness with which you re- 
ceived Mr; Yaughan's proposals, I confess I give you 
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some credit for your discretion. You had a fair oppor- 
tunity of displaying a certain delicacy, of which you 
had not heen suspected, and you were in the right 
to make uoe of it By laying in a moderate stock 
of reputation, you undoubtedly meant to provide 
for the future necessities of your character, 
that, with an honorable resistance upon record, you 
might safely indulge your genius, and yield to a fa- 
vorite inclination with security. But you have dis- 
covered your purposes too soon ; and, instead of the 
modest reserve of virtue, have shown us the terma- 
gant chastity of a prude, who gratifies her passions 
with distinction, and prosecutes one lover for a rape, 
while she solicits the lewd embraces of another. 

Your cheek turns pale: for a guilty conscience 
tells you, you are undone. Come forward, thou 
virtuous minister, and tell the world by what inter- 
est Mr. Hine has been recommended to so extraordi- 
nary a mark of his master's favor; what was the 
price of the patent he has bought, and to what honor- 
able purpose the purchase money has been applied. 
Nothing less than many thousands could pay colonel 
Buigoyne's expenses at Preston. Do you dare to 
prosecute such a creature as Yaughan, while you are 
basely setting up the royal patronage to auction? 
Do you dare to complain of an attack upon your own 
honor, while you are selling the favors of the crown, 
to raise a fund for corrupting the morals of the peo- 
ple? And do you think it is possible such enormi- 
ties should escape without impeachment ? It is, in- 
deed, highly your interest to maintain the present 
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house of commons. Having sold the nation to you 
in gross, they will undoubtedly protect you in the 
detail ; for, while they patronise your crimes, they 
feel for their own. 

JUNIUS. 



LETTER XXXIV. 

To HIS GRACE THE DUKB OF ORArrON. 

MY LORD, December 12, 1769. 

I find with some surprise, that you are not sup- 
ported as you deserve. Your most determined advo- 
cates have scruples about them, which you are unac- 
quainted with ; and though there be nothing too haz- 
ardous for your grace to engage in, there are some 
things too infamous for the vilest prostitute of a newspa- 
per to defend.^ In what other manner shall we account 
for the profound, submissive silence which you and 

your friends have observed upon a charge which called 
ininiediiitely for the clearest refutation, and would 
have justified the severest measures of resentment? 
I did not attempt to blast your character by an indi- 
rect, ambiguous insinuation ; but candidly stated to 
you a plain fact; which struck directly at the in- 
tegrity of a privy counsellor, of a first commissioner 
of the treasury, and of a leading minister, who is sup- 
posed to enjoy tne first share in his m^yesty's confi- 

* From the publication of the preceding to this date, 
not one word was said in defense of the dulce of Grafton. 
But vice and impudence soon recovered themselves, and 
the sale of the royal favor was openly avowed and de- 
fended. We acknowledge the piety of St James's, but 
what is become of Its morality ? 
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dence.t In every one of these capacities I employed 
the most moderate terms to charge you with treachery 
to your sovereign, and breach of trust in your ofi&ct^ 
I accused you of having sold a patent place in the col- 
lection of the customs at Exeter to one Mr. Hine, who, 
unable or unwilling to deposit the whole purchase 
money himself, raised part of it by contribution, and 
has now a certain doctor Brooke quartered upon the 
salary for one hundred pounds a year. No sale by 
the candle was ever conducted with greater tormality. 
I affirm, that the price at which the place was knocked 
down (and which, I have good reason to think, was 
not less than three thousand five hundred pounds) 
was, with your connivance and consent, x>aid to 
colonel Burgoyne, to reward him, I presume, for the 
decency of his deportment at Preston ; or to reim- 
burse him, perhaps, for the fine of one thousand 
pounds, which, for that very deportment, the court 
of king's bench thought proper to set upon him. It 
is not often that the chief justice and the prime min- 
ister are so strangely at variance in their opinions of 
men and things. 

I thank God, there is not in human nature a de- 
gree of impudence daring enough to deny the charge 
I have fixed upon you. Your courteous secretary,* 
your confidential architect, t are silent as the grave. 
Even Mr. Rigby's countenance fails him. He violates 

t And by the same means preserves it to this hour. 

♦ Tommy Bradshaw. 

t Mr. Taylor. He and Q^orffe* Ross (the Scotch agrent 
and worthy oonfldent of Lord Mansfield) managred the 
business. 
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his second natare, and blushes whenever he efpeaks 
of you. Perhaps the noble colonel himself will re- 
lieve you. No man is more tender of his reputation. 
He is not only nice but perfectly sore, in everything 
that touches his honor. If any man, for example, 
were to accuse him of taking his stand at a gaming- 
table, and watching, with the soberest attention, for 
a fair opportunity of engaging a drunken young no- 
bleman at piquetjhe would, undoubtedly, consider it as 
an infamous aspersion upon his character, and resent 
it like a man of honor. Acquitting him, therefore, of 
drawing a regular and splendid subsistence from any 
unworthy practices, either in his own house, or else- 
where, let me ask your grace, for what military merits 
you have been pleased to reward him with military 
government? He had a regimentlof dragoons, which, 
one would imagine, was at least an equivalent for 
any services he ever performed. Besides, he is but a 
young officer, considering his preferment; and, ex- 
cept in his activity at Preston, not very conspicuous 
in his profession. But it seems the sale of a civil 
employment was not sufficient ; and military govern- 
ments, which were intended for the support of worn- 
out veterans must be thrown in to the scale, to defray 
the extensive bribery of a contested election. Are these 
the steps you take to secure to your sovereign the 
attachment of his army ? With what countenance 
dare you appear in the royal presence, branded as you 
are, with the infamy of a notorious breach of trust ? 
With what countenance can you take at the treasury 
board, or in the council, when yon feel that every 
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circulating whisper is at your expense alone, and 
stabs you to the heart? Have you a single Mend in 
parliament so shameless, so thoroughly abandoned, 
as to undertake your defense ? You know, my lord, 
that there is not a man in either house, whose char- 
acter, however flagitious, would not be ruined by 
mixing his reputation with yours; and does not 
your heart inform you that you are degraded below 
the condition of a man, when you are obliged to bear 
these insults with submission, aud even to thank me 
for my moderation ? 

We are told, by the highest judicial authority 
that Mr. Vaughan^s* offer to puchase the reversion 

* A little before the publication of this and the pre- 
cedinpr letter, the duke of Grafton had commenced a pro- 
secution against Mr. Samuel Vaugrhan, endeavoringto cor- 
rupt his lntefirrity,byanofferof five thousand pounds for 
a patent place in Jamaica. A rule to show cause why an 
information should not be exhibited agrainst Vaughan for 
certain misdemeanors, being granted by the court of 
king's bench, the matter was solemnl;ir argued on the 
27th of November, 1760. and by the unanimous opinion of 
the four judges, the rule was made absolute. The plead- 
ings and speeches were accurately taken in short-hand, 
and published. The whole of lord Mansfield's speech, 
and particularly the following extracts from it, deserve 
the reader's attention : *'A practice of the kind com- 

{tlained of here, is certainly dishonorable and scandalous, 
f a man, standing under the relation of an officer under 
the king, or of a i>erson in whom the king puts confi- 
dence, or of a minister, takes moncJy for the use of that 
confidence the king puts in him, he basely betrays the 
king ; he basely betrays his trust. If the king sold the 
office, it would be acting contrary to the trust the consti- 
tution had reposed in him- The constitution does not 
intend the crown should sell those offices to raise a reve- 
nue out of them. Is it possible to hesitate, whether this 
would not be criminal in the duke of Grafton ; contrary 
to his duty as a privy counsellor, contrary to his duty as 
a minister, contrary to his dutv as a subject ? His advice 
should be free, according to his judgment It is the duty 
of his office ; he hath sworn to it." Notwithstanding all 

13 
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of a patent place in Jamaica (which he was otherwise 
sufficiency entitled to) amounts to a high misde- 
meanor. Be it so : and if he deserres it, let him be 
punished. But the learned judge might have had a 
fairer opportunity of displaying the powers of his elo- 
quence. Having delivered himself, with so much 
energy, upon the criminal nature and dangerous con- 
sequences of any attempt to corrupt a man in your 
grace's station, what would he have said to the min- 
ister himself, to that veiy privy counsellor, to that 
first commissioner of the treasury, who does not wait 
for, but impatiently solicits, the touch of corruption; 
who employs the meanest of his creatures in these 
honorable services; and, forgetting the genius and 
fidelity of his secretary, descends to i^ply to his 
house builder for assistance? 

This aflfair, my lord, will do infinite credit to gov- 
ernment, if, to clear your character, you should think 
pn^r to bring it into the house of lords, or into the 
court of king's bench. But, my lord, you dare not 
do either. JUNIUS. 

this, the duke of Grafton certainly sold a patent place to 
Mr. Hine, for three thousand five hundred pounds. Tf 
the house of commons had done their duty, and im- 
poached the duke for this breach of trust, how wofnlty 
must poor honest Mansfield have been puzzled I His em> 
barrassmcnt would have afforded the most ridtculous 
scene that was ever exhibited. To save the Jud^re from 
this perplexity, and the duke from impeachment, the 
proseoution against Yaughan was immediately dropped* 
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LETTER XXXV. 
To THB Printer of the Public Advertiser. 

8IB, December 19, 1700. 

When the complaints of a brave and powerful 
people are observed to increase in proportion to the 
wrongs they have suffered; when, instead of sinking 
into submission, they are roused to resistance, the time 
will soon arrive, at which every inferior considera- 
tion must yield to the security of thp sovereign, and 
to the general safety of the state. There is a moment 
of difficulty and danger, at which flattery and false- 
hood can no longer deceive, and simplicity itself can 
no longer be misled. Let us suppose it arrived : let 
us suppose a gracious well-intentioned prince made 
sensible, at last, of the great duty he owes to his peo- 
ple, and of his own disgraceful situation : that he 
looks round him for assistance, and asks for no ad- 
vice, but how to gratify the wishes and secure the 
happiness of his subjects. In these circumstances, it 
may be matter of curious speculation to consider, if 
an honest man were premitted to approach a king, 
in what terms he would address himself to his sov- 
ereign. Let it be imagined, no matter how improb- 
able, that the first prejudice against his character is 
removed ; that the ceremonious difficulties of an au- 
dience are surmounted ; that he feels himself ani- 
mated by the purest and most honorable affections to 
his king and his country ; and that the great person 
whom he addresses, has spirit enough to bid him 
speak f^ly, and understanding enough to listen to 
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him with attention. Unacquainted with the vain 
impertinence of forms, he would deliver his senti- 
ments with dignity and firmness, but not without 
respect. 

Sir, — It is the misfortune of your life, and origi- 
nally the cause of every reproach and distress which 
has attended your government, that you should nev- 
er have been acquainted with the language of truth) 
until you heard it in the complaints of your people. 
It is not, however, too late to correct the error of 
your education* We are still inclined to make an 
indulgent allowance for the pernicious lessons you 
received in your youth, and to form the most san- 
guine hopes from the natural benevolence of your 
disposition* We are far from thinking you capable 

* The plan of the tutelasre and future dominion over 
the heir apparent, laid many years agro, at Carlton-House, 
between the princess dowager and her favorite, the earl 
of Bute, was as gross and palpable as that which was con- 
certed between Anne of Austria and cardinal Mazarine, 
to govern Louis the Fourteenth, and, in effect, to pro- 
long his minority until the end of their lives. Thatprfnce 
had strong natural parts, and used frequently to blush 
for his own Ignorance ana want of education, which had 
been wilfully neglected by his mother and her minion. 
A little experience, however, soon showed him how 
shamefully he had been treated, and for what infamous 
purpose he had been kept in ignorance. Our great Ed- 
ward, too, at an early period, had sense enouj^h to under- 
stand the nature of the connection between his abandoned 
mother and the detested Mortimer. But, since that time, 
human nature, we may observe, is greatly altered for the 
better. Dowagers may be chaste, and minions may be 
honest. When it was proposed to settle the present 
king's household, as prince of Wales, it is well known 
that the earl of Bute was forced into it, in direct contra- 
diction to the late king' s inclination. That was the salient 
point from which all the mischiefs and disgraces of the 

{)resent reign took life and motion. From that moment, 
ord Bute never suffered the prince of Wales to be an 
Instant out of his sight. We need not look farther. 
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of a direct, deliberate purpose to invade those origi- 
nal rights of your sabjects, on which all their civil 
and political liberties depend. Had it been possi- 
able for ns to entertain a suspicion so dishonorable 
to your character, we shoud long since have adopted 
a style of remonstration very distant from the humil- 
ity of complaint. The doctrine inculcated by our 
laws, TTiat the king can do no vjrong^ is admitted with- 
out reluctance. We separate the amiable, good- 
natured prince from the folly and treachery of his 
servants, and the private virtues of die man from the 
vices of his government. Were it not for this just 
distinction, I know not whether your msyesty's con- 
dition, or that of the English nation, would deserve 
most to be lamented. I would prepare your mind 
for a favorable reception of truth, by removing every 
painful, ofifensive idea of personal reproach. Your 
subjects, sir, wish for nothing, but that, as they are 
reasonable and affectionate enough to separate your 
person from your government, so yott, in your turn, 
should distinguish between the conduct which be- 
comes the permanent dignity of a king, and that 
which serves only to promote the temporary interest 
and miderable ambition of a minister. 

You ascended the throne with a declared, and, I 
doubt not, a sincere resolution of giving universal 
satisfkction to your subjects. You found them 
pleased with the novelty of a young prince, whose 
countenance promised even more than his words ; and 
loyal to you, not only from principle, but passion. It 
was not a cold profession of allegiance to the first 
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magistrate, but a partial, animated attadmient to a 
favorite prince, the native of their country. They 
did not wait to examine your conduct, nor to be de- 
termined by experience, but gave you a generous 
credit for the future blessings of your reign, and paid 
you in advance the dearest tribute of their affections* 
Such, sir, was once the disposition of a people, who 
now surround your throne with reproaches and com- 
plaints. Do justice to yourself. Banish from your 
mind those unworthy opinions with which some in- 
terested persons have labored to possess you. Dis- 
trust the men who tell you that the English are 
naturally light and inconstant ; that they complain 
without a cause. Withdraw your confidence equally 
from all paHies ; from ministers, fevorites, and re- 
lation s,* and let there be one moment in your life, 
in which you have consulted your own understand- 
ing. 

When you aflfectedly renounced the name of Eng- 
lishman, believe me, sir, you were persuaded to pay a 
very ill-judged compliment to one part of your sub- 
jects, at the expense of another. While the natives 
of Scotland are not in actual rebellion, they are un- 
doubtedly entitled to protection : nor do I mean to 
condemn the policy of giving some encouragement to 
the novelty of their affections for the house of Han- 
over. I am ready to hope for every thing from their 
new-bom zeaJ, and from the future steadiness of their 
allegiance ; but, hitherto, they have no claim to your 
favor. To honor them with a determined predilection 
and confidence, in exclusion of your English subjects, 
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who placed your fiunily, and) in q[>ite of treaebeiy 
and rebellion, have supported it upon the throne, is a 
mistake too gross ey^i for tho unsuspecting generosity 
of youth. In this error we see a capital violation of 
the most obvious rules of policy and prudence. We 
trace it, however, to an original bias in your educa- 
tion, and are ready to allow for your inexperience. 

To the same early influence we attribute -it, that 
you have descended to take a share, not only in the 
narrow views and interests of particular persons, but 
in the fatal malignity of their passions. At your 
accession to the throne, the whole system of govern- 
ment was altered, not from wisdom or deliberation^ 
but because it had been adopted by your predecessor. 
A little personal motive of pique and resentment was 
sufficient to remove tiie ablest servants of the crown;* 
but it is not in thi^ country, sir, that such men can 
be dishonored by the firowns of a king. They were 
dismissed, but could not be disgraced. Without en- 
tering into a minuter discussion of the merits of the 
peace, we may observe, in the imprudent hurry with 
which the first overtures from France were accepted, 
in the conduct of the negotiation, and terms of the 
treaty, the strongest marks of that precipitate spirit 
of concession, with which a certain part of your sub- 
jects have been at all times ready to purchase a peace 
with the natural enemies of this country. On your 

* One of the first acts of the present reign was to dismiss 
Mr. hegge^ because he had, some years before, refused to 
yield his interest in Hampshire to a Scotchman, recom- 
mended by lord Bute. This was the reason publicly 
assigned by his lordship. 
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part we are satisfied that every thing was honorable 
and sincere ; and, if England was sold to France, we 
doubt not that your msyesty was equally betrayed. 
The conditions of the peace were matter of grief and 
surprise to your subjects, but not the immediate 
cause of their present discontent. 

Hitherto, sir, you have been sacrificed to the pre- 
judices and passions of others. With what firmness 
will you bear the mention of your own ? 

A man not very honorably distinguished in the 
world, commences a formal attack upon your &vorite, 
considering nothing but how he might best expose 
his person and principles to detestation, and the 
national character of his countrymen to contempt. 
The natives of that country, sir, are as much dis- 
tinguished by a peculiar character, as by your ma- 
jesty's favor. Like another chosen people, they have 
been conducted into the land of plenty, where they 
find themselves effectually marked, and divided from 
mankind. There is hardly a period at which the 
most irregular character may not be* redeemed. The 
mistakes of one sex find a retreat in patriotism, those 
of the other in devotion. Mr. Wilkes brought with 
him into politics the same liberal sentiments by 
which his private conduct had been directed ; and 
seemed to think, that, as thereare fewexcessesin which 
an English gentleman may not be permitted to in- 
dulge, the same latitude was allowed him in the 
choice of his political principles, and in the spirit of 
maintaining them. I mean to state, not entirely to 
defend, his conduct. In the earnestness of his zeal 
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he suffered some unwarrantable insinoations to es- 
cape him. He said more than moderate men could 
justify; but not enough to entitle him to the honor 
of your majesty's personal resentment. The rays of 
royal indignation, collected upon him, served only to 
illuminate, and could not consume. Animated by 
the favor of the people on the one side, and heated 
by persecution on the other, his views and senti- 
ments changed with his situation. Hardly serious 
at first , he is now an enthusiast. The coldest bodies 
warm with opposition, the hardest sparkle in col- 
lision. There is a holy mistaken zeal in politics as 
well as religion. By persuading others, we convince 
ourselves. The passions are engaged, and create a 
maternal affection in the mind, which forces us to 
love the cause for which we suffer. Is this a conten- 
tion worthy of a king ? Are you not sensible how 
much the meanness of the cause gives an air of ridi- 
cule to the serious difficulties into which you have 
been betrayed? The destruction of one man has 
been now, for many years^ the sole object of your 
government ; and, if there can be any thing still 
more disgraceful, we have seen for such an object the 
utmost influence of the executive power, and every 
ministerial artifice, exerted without success. Nor 
can you ever succeed, unless he should be imprudent 
enough to forfeit the protection of those laws to 
which you owe your crown ; or unless your minister 
should persuade you to make it a question of force 
alone, and try the whole strength of government in 
opposition to the people. The lessons he has received 
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from experience will probably guard bim fh>m such 
excess of folly ; and, in your msgesty's virtues, we 
find an unquestionable assurance, tbat no ill^al vio- 
lence will be attempted. 

Far from suspecting you of so borrible a design, 
we would attribute tbe continued violation of tbe 
laws, and even tbis last enormous attack upon tbe 
vital principles of tbe constitution, to an ill advised, 
nnwortby, personal resentment. From one false step 
you bave been betrayed into anotber ; and, as tbe cause 
was unwortby.ofyou, your ministers were determined 
tbat tbe prudence of tbe execution sbould correspond 
witb tbe wisdom and dignity of tbe design. Tbey 
bave reduced you to tbe necessity oi cboosing out of 
a variety of difficulties ; to a situation so unbappy, 
tbat you can neitber do wrong witbout ruin, or rigbt 
witbout affliction. Tbese wortby servants bave un- 
doubtedly given you many singular proo& of tbeir 
abilities. Not contented witb making Mr. Wilkes a 
man of importance, tbey bave judiciously transferred 
tbe question from tbe rigbts and interests of one man 
to tbe most important rigbts and interests of tbe peo- 
ple ; and forced your subjects, from wisbing well to 
tbe cause of an individual, to unite witb bim in 
tbeir own. Let tbem proceed as tbey bave begun, 
and your msg'esty need not doubt tbat tbe catastrophe 
will do no disbonor to tbe conduct of tbe piece. 

Tbe circumstances to wbicb you are reduced will 
notadmit of a compromise witb tbe Englisb nation. 
Undecisive, qualifying measures will disgrace your 
government still more than open violence ; and, witb- 
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out satisfying the people, will excite their contempt. 
They have two much understanding and spirit to 
accept of an indirect satisfaction for a di- 
rect injury. Nothing less than a repeal, as 
formal as the resolution itself, can heal the 
wound which has heen given to the constitution, nor, 
will any thing less he accepted. I can readily he- 
lieve, that there is an influence suificient to recall 
that pernicious vote. The house of commons un- 
doubtedly consider their duty to the crown as para- 
mount to all other obligations. To us they are only 
indebted for an accidental existence, and have justly 
transferred their gratitude from their parents 
to their benefactors; from those who gave them 
birth, to the minister, from whose benevo- 
lence they derive the comforts and pleasures of their 
political life ; who has taken the tenderest care of 
their infancy, and relieves their necessities without 
offending their delicacy. But if it were possible for 
their integrity to be degraded to a condition so vile 
and abject, that, compared with it, the present esti- 
mation they stand in is a state of honor and respect ; 
consider, sir, in what manner you will afterwards 
proceed. Can you conceive that the people of this 
country will long submit to be governed by so flexi- 
ble a house of commons? It is not in the nature of 
human society that any form of government, in such 
circumstances, can long be preserved. In ours, the 
general contempt of the people is as fatal as their de- 
testation. Such, I am persuaded, would be the nec- 
essary effect of any base concussion made by the 
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present honse of commons; and, as a qualifying 
measure would not be accepted, it remains for you to 
decide, whether you will, at any hazard, support a 
set of men who have reduced you to this unhappy 
dilemma, or whether you will gratify the united 
wishes of the whole people of England, by dissolving 
the parliament. 

Taking it for granted, as I do very sincerely, that 
you have personally no design against the constitu- 
tion, nor any view inconsistent with the good of your 
subjects, I think you cannot hesitate long upon the 
choice which it equally concerns your interests and 
your honor to adopt. On one side, you hazard the 
affection of all your English subjects; you relin- 
quish every hope of repose to yourself^ and you en- 
danger the establishment of your family forever. All 
this you venture for no object whatsoever; or for 
such an object as it would be an affront to you to 
name. Men of sense will examine your conduct with 
suspicion ; while those, who are incapable of com- 
prehending to what degree they were ii^ured, afflict 
you with clamors equally insolent and unmeaning. 
Supposing it possible that no fatal struggle should 
ensue, you determine, at once, to be unhappy, with- 
out the hope of a compensation, either from interest 
or ambition. If an English king be hated or de- 
spised, he mu8t be unhappy : and this, perhaps, is the 
only political truth which he ought to be convinced 
of, without experiment. But, if the English people 
should no longer confine their resentment to a sub- 
missive representation of their wrongs; if, following 
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the gloriotus example of their ancestors, they should 
no longer appeal to the creatnre of the constitution, 
but to that high Being who gave them the rights of 
humanity, whose gifts it were sacrilege to surrender, 
let me ask ypu, sir, upon what part of your subjects 
would you rely for assistance. 

The people of Ireland have been imiformly plun- 
dered and oppressed. In return, they give you 
every day fresh marks of their resentment. They 
despise the miserable governor* you have sent them, 
because he is the creature of lord Bute : nor is it from 
any natural confusion in their ideas, that they are so 
ready to confound the original of a king with the dis- 
graceful representation of him. 

The distance of the colonies would make it im- 
possible for them to take an active concern in your 
affairs, if they were as well affected to your govern- 
ment as they once pretended to be to your person. 
They were ready enough to distinguish between you 
and your ministers. They complained of an act of 
the legislature, but traced the origin of it no higher 
than to the servants of the crown: they pleased 
themselves with the hope that their sovereign, if not 
favorable to^their cause, at least was impartial. The 
decisive personal part you took against them has 
effectually banished that first distinction from their 
minds.* They consider you as united with your ser- 

• 

* Viscount Townsend, sent over on the plan of being 
resident governor. The history of his ridiculous admin- 
istration shall not be lost to the public. 

* In the king's speech of November 8th, 1768, it was de- 
clared, ** That the spirit of faction had broken out afresh 
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vants against America; and know not how to dis- 
tinguish the sovereign and a venal parliament on one 
side, from the real sentiments of the English people 
on the other. Looking forward to independence, 
they might possibly receive yon for their king : but, 
if ever you retire to America, be assured they will 
give you such a covenant to digest, as the presbytery 
of Scotland would have been ashamed to offer to 
Charles the Second. They left their native land in 
search of freedom, and found it in a desert. Divided 
as they are into a thousand forms of policy and relig- 
ion, there is one point in which they all agree: they 
equally detest the pageantry of a king, and the 
supercilious hypocrisy of a bishop. 

It is not then from the alienated affections of Ire- 
land or America that you can reasonably look for 
assistance ; still less from the people of England, who 
are actually contending for their rights, and in this 
great question are parties against you. You are not, 
however, destitute of every appearance of support*, 
you have all the Jacobites, Nonjurors, Roman Catho^ 
lies, and Tories of this country, and all Scotland, 
without exception. Considering from what fanuly 
you are descended the choice of your friends has 
been singularly directed ; and truly, sir, if you had 
not lost the Whig interest of England, I should ad- 

in some of the colonies, and, In one of them, proceeded 
to acts of violence and resistance to the execution of the 
laws ; that Boston was in a state of disobedience to all 
laws and grovornment, and had proceeded to measures 
subversive of the constitution, and attended with cir- 
cumstances that manifested a disposition to throw off 
their depcndance on Great Britain/* 
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mire your dexterity in tnming the hearts of your 
enemies. Is it possible for you to place any confi- 
dence in men, who, before they are faithftil to you, 
must renounce every opinion, and betray every prin- 
ciple, both in church and state, which they inherit 
from their ancestors, and are confirmed in by their 
education? whose numbers are so inconsiderable, 
that they long since have been obliged to give up the 
principles and language which distinguish them as a 
party, and to fight under the banners of their 
enemies? Their zeal begins with hypocrisy, and 
must conclude in treachery. At first they deceive — 
at last they betray. 

As to the Scotch, I must suppose your heart and 
understanding so biassed, from your earliest infency, 
in their favor, that nothing less than your own mis- 
fortunes can undeceive you. You will not accept of 
the uniform experience of your ancestors; and, when 
once a man is determined to believe, the very absurd- 
ity of the doctrine confirms him in his faith. A 
bigoted understanding can draw a proof of attach- 
ment to the house of Hanover, from a notorious zeal 
for the house of Stuart, and find an earnest of future 
loyalty in former rebellions. Appearances are, how- 
ever, in their favor: so strongly, indeed, that one 
would think they had forgotten that you are their 
lawftil king, and had mistaken you for a pretender 
to the crown. Let it be admitted, then, that the 
Scotch are as sincere in their present professions, as if 
you were, in reality, not an Englishman, but a Briton 
of the North. You would not be the first prince, o€ 
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their native country, against whom they have re- 
belled, nor the first whom they have basely betrayed. 
Have you forgotten, sir, or has your favorite con- 
cealed from you, that part of our history, when the 
unhappy Charles (and he, too, had private virtues) 
fled from the open, avowed indignation of his Eng- 
lish subjects, and surrendered himself at discretion 
to the good faith of his own countrymen? Without 
looking for support in their affections as subjects, he 
applied only to their honor, as gentlemen, for protec- 
tion. They received him, as they would your maj- 
esty j with bows, and smiles, and falsehood; and kept 
him, until they had settled their bargain with the 
English parliament; then basely sold their native 
king to the vengeance of his enemies. This, sir, was 
not the act of a few traitors, but the deliberate 
treachery of a Scotch parliament, representing the 
nation. A wise prince might draw from it two 
lessons of equal utility to himself. On one side, he 
might learn to dread the undisguised resentment of a 
generous people, who dare openly assert their rightS) 
and who, in a just cause, are ready to meet their 
sovereign in the field. On the other side, he would be 
taught to apprehend something far more formidable; 
a fawning treachery, against which no prudence can 
guard, no courage can defend. The insiduous smile 
upon the cheek would warn him of the canker in the 
heart. 

From the uses to which one part of the army has 
been too frequently applied, you have some reason to 
expect that there are no services they would refuse. 
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Here, too, we trace the partiality of your understand- 
ing. Yon take the sense of the army from the con- 
duct of the guards, with the same justice with which 
you collect the sense of the people from the represen- 
tations of the ministry. Your marching regiments, 
sir, will not make the guards their example, either 
as soldiers or subjects. They feel, and resent, as they 
ought to do, that invariable, undistinguishing favor 
with which the guards are treated;* while those 
gallant troops, by whom every hazardous, every 
laborious service is performed, are left to perish in 
garrisons abroad, or pine in quarters at home, 
n^lected and forgotten. If they had no great sense, 
of the original duty they owe their country, their 
resentment would operate like patriotism, and leave 
your cause to be defended by those to whom you 
have lavished the rewards and honors of their pro- 
fession. The Praetorian bands, enervated, and de- 
bauched as they were, had still strength enough to 
awe the Roman populace; but when the distant 
legions took the alarm, they marched to Rome, and 
gave away the empire. 
On this side then, whichever way you turn your 

♦The number of commissioned officers in thegruarda 
are to the marching regiments as one to eleven: the 
number of regiments given to the guards, compared with 
those given to the line, is about three to one, at a modern 
ate computation ; consequently, the partiality in favor of 
the guards is as thirty-three to one. So much for the 
officers The private men have f ourpence a day to sub* 
Bist on, and five hundred lashes if they desert. Under 
this punishment they frequently expire. With these en- 
couragements, it ia supposed, they may be depended 
upon, whenever a certain person tbinks It oecesaar^ ^9 
Putoberbis feilow-Bub|eet«i 

)4 
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eyes, yon see nothing but perplexity and distress. 
You may determine to support the very ministry 
who have reduced your affairs to this deplorable situ- 
ation: you may shelter yourself under the forms of 
a parliament, and set the people at defiance; but be 
assured, sir, that such a resolution would be as im- 
prudent as it would be odious. If it did not imine- 
diately shake your establishment, it would rob yon 
9f your peace of mind forever. 

On the other, how different is the prospect ! How 
easy, how safe and honorable is the path before you ! 
The English nation declare they are grossly ii\jured 
by their representatives, and solicit your miyesty to 
exert your lawful prerogative, and give them an op- 
portunity of recalling a trust, which they find has 
been scandalously abused. You are not to be told, 
that the power of the House of O)mmons is not ori- 
ginal, but delegated to them for the welfare of the 
people, from whom they received it. A question of 
right arises between the constituent and representa- 
tive body. By what authority shall it be decided ? 
Will your majesty interfere in a question in which 
you have properly no immediate concern ? It would 
be a step equally odious and unnecessary. Shall the 
lords be called upon to determine the rights and 
privileges of the Commons? — They cannot do it, 
without a flagrant breach of the constitution. Or 
will you refer it to the judges? They have often 
told your ancestors, that the law of Parliament is 
above them. "What party then remains, but to leave 
it to the people to determine for themselves? They 



JUNIUS. 211 

alone are injared ; and, since there is no superior 
power to which the caose can be referred, they alone 
ought to determine. , 

I do not mean to perplex yon with a tedious argu- 
ment upon a subject already so discussed that in- 
spiration could hardly throw a new light upon it. 
There are, however, two points of view in which it 
particularly imports your majesty to consider the late 
proceedings of the house of commons. By depriving 
a subject of his birthright they have attributed to 
their own vote an authority equal to an act of the 
whole l^slature ; and, though perhaps not with the 
same motives, have strictly followed the example of 
the long parliament, which first declared the regal 
office useless, and soon after, with as little ceremony, 
dissolved the house of lords. The same pretended 
power which robs an English subject of his birth- 
right, may rob an English king of his crown. In 
another view, the resolution of the house of com- 
mons, apparently not so dangerous to your majesty, 
is still more alarming to your people. Not contented 
with divesting one man of his right, they have arbi- 
trarily conveyed that right to another. They have 
set aside a return as illegal, without daring to cen- 
sure those officers who were particularly apprized of 
Mr. Wilkes's incapacity, not only by the declaration 
of the house, but expressly by the writ directed to 
them, and who nevertheless returned him as duly 
elected. They have rejected the msyority of votes, 
the only criteripn by which our laws judge of the 
sense of the people; they have transferred the right 
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of election from the coUective to the representatlye 
body ; and by these acts, taken separately or together, 
they have essentially altered the original constitu- 
tion of the house of commons. Versed as your ma- 
jesty undoubtedly is in the English history, it can- 
not easily escape you, how much it is your interest, 
as well as your duty, to prevent one of the three es- 
tates from encroaching upon the province of the 
other two, or assuming the authority of them all. 
When once they have departed from the great con- 
stitutional line by which all their proceedings should 
be directed, who will answer for their future moder- 
ation ? Or what assurance will they give you, that 
when they have trampled upon their equals, they 
will submit to a superior? Your majesty may learn 
hereafter, how nearly the slave and tyrant are allied. 

Some of your council, more candid than the rest, 
admit the abandoned profligacy of the present House 
of Commons, but oppose their dissolution, upon an 
opinion, I confess, not very unwarrantable, that their 
successors would be equally at the disposal of the 
treasury. I cannot persuade myself that the nation 
will have profited so little by experience. But, if 
that opinion were well founded, you might then 
gratify our wishes at an easy rate, and appease the 
present clamor against your government, without 
offering any material injury to the favorite cause of 
corruption. 

You have still an honorable part to act. The af- 
fections of your lubjects may still be recovered. But 
b«A)re you subdue their hearts, jqu mu«t ^ia f( 
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noble victory over your own. Discard those little 
personal resentments, which have too long directed 
your public conduct. Pardon this man the remainder 
of his punishment ; and, if resentment still prevails, 
make it, what it should have been long since, an act, 
not of mercy, but of contempt. He will soon fall 
back into his natural station ; a silent senator, and 
hardly supporting the weekly eloquence of a news- 
paper. The gentle breath of peace would leave him 
on the surface, neglected and unremoved. It is only 
the tempest that lifts him from his place. 

Without consulting your minister, call together 
your whole counciL Let it appear to the public, 
that you can determine and act for yourself. Come 
forward to your people. Lay aside the wretched 
formalities of a king, and speak to your subjects with 
the spirit of a man, and in the language of a gentle- 
man. Tell them you have been fatally deceived.? 
The acknowledgement will be no disgrace, but rather 
an honor to your understanding. Tell them you are 
determined to remove every cause of complaint 
against your government ; that you will give your 
confidence to no man, who does not possess the con- 
fidence of your subjects; and leave it to themselves 
to determine, by their conduct at a future election, 
whether or no it be, in reality, the general sense of 
the nation, that their rights have been arbitrarily 
invaded by the present House of Commons, and the 
constitution betrayed. They will then do justice to 
their representatives and to themselves. 

These sentiments, sir, and the style they are con'- 
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veyed in, may be offensive, perhaps, because they are 
new to you. Accustomed to the language of cour- 
tiers, you measure their affection by the vehemence 
of their expressions ; and when they only praise you 
indifferently, you admire their sincerity. But this is 
not a time to trifle with your fortune. They deceive 
you, sir, who tell you that you have many friends, 
whose affections are founded upon a principle of 
personal attachment. The first foundation of friend- 
ship is not the power of conferring benefits, but the 
equality with which they are received, and may be 
returned. The fortune which made you a king, for- 
bade you to have a friend. It is a law of nature, 
which cannot be violated with impunity. The mis- 
taken prince, who looks for friendship, will find a 
&vorite, and in that favorite the ruin of his affairs. 

The people of England are loyal to the House of 
Hanover ; not from a vain preference of one family 
to another, but from a conviction, that the establish- 
ment of that family was necessary to the support of 
their civil and religious liberties. This, sir, is a 
principle of allegiance equally solid and rational, fit 
for Englishmen to adopt, and well worthy of your 
majesty's encouragement. We cannot long be de- 
luded by nominal distinctions. The name of Stuart, 
of itself, is only contemptible ; armed with the sov- 
ereign authority, their principles are formidable. 
The prince who imitates their conduct, should be 
warned by their example ; and, while he plumes 
himself upon the security of his title to the crown, 
should remember, that, as it was acquired by one 
revolution, it may be lost by another. JUNIUS. 
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LETTER XXXVI 

To HIS Gbaob thb Dukb of Grafton. 

MY LORD, February 14, 1770. 

If I were personally yonr enemy, I might pity and 
forgive you. You have every claim to compassion 
that can arise from misery and distress. The con- 
dition you are reduced to would disarm a private 
enemy of his resentment, and leave no consolation to 
the most vindictive spirit, but that such an object as 
you are would disgrace the dignity of revenge. But, 
in the relation you have bom to this country, you 
have no title to indulgence; and if I had 
followed the dictates of my own opinion, I 
never should have allowed you the respite of 
a moment. In your public character, you have 
ii\jured every subject of the empire ; and though 

an individual is not authorized to forgive the in- 
juries done to society, he is called upon to assert his 
separate share in the public resentment. I sub- 
mitted, however, to the judgment of men, more 
moderate, perhaps more candid, than myself. For 
my own part, I do not pretend to understand those 
prudent forms of decorum, those gentle rules of dis- 
cretion, which some men endeavor to unite with the 
conduct of the greatest and most hazardous affairs. 
Engaged in the defense of an honorable cause, I 
would take a decisive part. I should scorn to pro- 
vide for a future retreat, or to keep terms with a man 
who preserves no measure with the public. Neither 
the abject submission of deserting his post in the 
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hour of danger, nor even the sacred* shield of 
cowardice should protect him. I would pursue him 
through life, and try the last exertion of my abilities 
to preserve the perishable infamy of his name, and 
make it immortal. 

What then, my lord ? Is this the event of all the 
sacrifices you have made to lord Bute's patronage 
and to your own unfortunate ambition ? Was it for 
this you abandoned your earliest Mendships, the 
warmest connections of your youth, and all those 
honorable engagements by which you once solicited, 
and might have acquired, the esteem of your coun- 
try? Have you secured no recompense tor such a 
waste of honor? Unhappy man ! what party will re- 
ceive the common deserter of all parties ? Without a 
client to flatter, without a friend to console you, and 
with only one companion from the honest house of 
Bloomsbury, you must now retire into a dreadM 
solitude. At the most active period of life you must 
quit the busy scene, and conceal yourself from the 
world, if you would hope to save the wretched re- 
mains of a ruined reputation. The vices operate like 
age, bring on disease before its time, and in the prime 
of youth leave the character broken and exhausted. 

Yet your conduct has been mysterious, as well as 
contemptible. Where is now that firmness, or ob- 
stinacy, so long boasted of by your friends, and ac- 
knowledged by your enemies ? We were taught to 
expect that you would not leave the ruin of this 

♦ Sacro tremuere timore. Every ooward pretends to be 
planet-struck. 
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oonntry to be completed by oiher hands, bat "were 
determined either to gain a decisive victory over the 
constitution, or to perish bravely, at least, behind 
the last dike of the prerogative. You knew the dan- 
ger, and^might have been provided for it. You took 
sufficient time to prepare for a meeting with your 
parliament, to confirm the mercenary fidelity of your 
dependents, and to suggest to your sovereign a 
language suited to his dignity atleast, if not to his 
benevolence and wisdom. Yet, while the whole 
kingdom was agitated with anxious expectation upon 
one great point, you meanly evaded the question, 
and, instead of the explicit firmness and decision of 
a king, gave us nothing but the misery of a ruined^ 
grazier, and the wining piety of a melhodist. We 
had reason to expect, that notice would have been 
taken of the petitions which the king had received 
from the English nation ; and although I can con- 
ceive some personal motives for not yielding to them, 
I can find none, in common prudence or decency, for 
treating them with contempt. Be assured, my lord, 
the English people will not tamely submit to this 
unworthy treatment. They had a right to be heard ; 
and their petitions if not granted, deserved to be con- 
sidered. Whatever be the real views and doctrines 
of a court, the sovereign should be taught to pre- 
serve some forms of attention to his subjects'; and, if 
he will not redress their grievances, not to make 
them a topic of jest and mockery among lords and 

* There was something wonderfully pathetic In the 
mention of the homed cattle. 
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ladies of the bed-chamber. Injuries may be atoned 
for and forgiven ; bnt insults admit of no compensa- 
tion. They degrade the mind in its own esteem, and 
force it to recover its level by revenge. This neglect 
of the petitions was, however, a part of your original 
plan of government; nor will any consequences it 
has produced account for your deserting your 
sovereign, in the midst of that distress, in which you 
and your new friends* have involved him. One 
would think, my lord, you might have taken this 
spirited resolution before you had dissolved the last 
of those early connections, which once, even in your 
own opinion, did honor to your youth ; before you 
had obliged lord Granby to quit a service he was 
attached to ; before you had discarded one chancellor, 
and killed another. To what an abject condition 
have you labored to reduce the best of princes, when 
the unhappy man, who yields at last to such per- 
sonal instance and solicitation, as never can be fairly 
employed against a subject, feels himself degraded by 
his compliance, and is unable to survive the dis- 
graceful honors which his gracious sovereign had 
compelled him to accept. He was a man of spirit, for 
he had a quick sense of shame, and death has re- 
deemed his character. I know your grace too well 
to appeal to your feelings upon this event ; but there 
is another heart, not yet, I hope, quite callous to the 
touch of humanity, to which it ought to be a dread- 
ful lesson for ever.* 

♦ The Bedford party. 
** The most secret particular of this detestable trans- 
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Now my lord, let us consider the situation to which 
you have conducted, and in which you have thought 
it advisable to abandon, your royal master. When- 
ever the people have complained, and nothing better 
could be said in defense of the measures of the gov- 
ernment, it has been the &shion to answer us, though 
not very fairly, with an appeal to the private virtues 
of your sovereign-) " Has he not, to relieve the peo- 
ple, surrendered a considerable part of his revenue ? 
Has he not made the judges independent, by fixing 
them in their places for life ? '' My lord, we acknowl- 
edge the gracious principle which gave birth to these 
concessions, and have nothing to regret but that it 
has never been adhered to. At the end of seven 
years, we are loaded with a debt of above five hun- 
dred thousand pounds upon the civil list ; and now 
we see the chancellor of Great Britain tyrannically 
forced out of his office, not for want of abilities, not 
for want of integrity, or of attention to his duty, but 
for delivering his honest opinion in parliament, upon 
the greatest constitutional question that has arisen 
since the revolution. We care not to whose private 
virtues you appeal. The theory of such a govern- 
ment is fiEdsehood and mockery ; the practice is op- 
pression. You have labored then (though, I confess, 
to no purpose) to rob your master of the only plausi- 
ble answer that ever was given in defense of his gov- 
ernment—of the opinion which the people had con- 
ceived of his personal honor and integrity. The 

action shall In due time be given to the public. The 
people shall know what kind of man they have to deal 
with. 
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dake of Bedford was more moderate than your grace; 
bd only forced his master to violate a solemn prom- 
ise made to an individual ]* but yon, my lord, have 
successively extended your advice to every political, 
every moral engagement, that could bind either the 
magistrate or the man. The condition of a king is 
often miserable ; but it requirdd your grace's abilities 
to make it contemptible. You will say, perhaps, that 
the faithful servants, in whose hands you have left 
him, are able to retrieve his honor, and to support his 
government. You have publicly declared, even since 
your resignation, that you approved of their meas- 
ures, and admired their conduct, particularly that of 
the earl of Sandwich. What a pity it is, that, with 
all this appearance, you should think it necessary to 
separate yourself from such amiable companions! 
You forget, my lord, that, while you are lavish in the 
praise of men whom you desert, you are publicly op- 
posing your conduct to your opinions, and depriving 
yourself of the only plausible pretence you had for 
leaving your sovereign overwhelmed with distress. 
I call it plausible ; for, in truth, there is no reason 
whatsoever, less than the frowns of your master, that 
could justify a man of spirit for abandoning his post 
at a moment so critical and important. It is in vain 
to evade the question ; if you will not speak out, the 
public have a right to judge from appearances. We 
are authorized to conclude, that you either differed 
from your colleagues, whose measures you still affect 

* Mr. Stuart M'Eenzle 
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to defend, or that you thought the administration of 
the king's affairs no longer tenable. You are at lib- 
erty to choose between the hypocrite and the coward. 
Your best Mends are in doubt which way they shall 
incline. Your country unites the characters, and 
gives you credit for them both. For my own part, I 
see nothing inconsistent in your conduct. You be- 
gan with betraying the people ; you conclude with 
betraying the king. 

In your treatment of particular persons, you have 
preserved the uniformity of your character. Even 
Mr. Bradshaw declares, that no man was ever so ill 
used as himself. As to the provision* you have 
made for his family, he was entitled to it by the house 
he lives in. The successor of one chancellor might 
well pretend to be the rival of another. It is the 
breach of private friendship which touches Mr. Brad- 
shaw ; and, to say the truth, when a man of his rank 
and abilities had taken so active a part in your af- 
fairs, he ought not to have been let down at last with 

♦ A pension of 15001. per annum^ Insured upon the four 
and a half per cents, (he was too cunning to trust to Irish 
security) for the lives of himself and his sons. This gen- 
tleman, who, a very few years ago. was clerk to a con- 
tractor for forage, and afterwards exalted to a petty post 
in the war office, thought it necessary (as soon as he was 
appointed secretary to the treasury) to take that great 
house in Lincoln' s-Inn-fields, in which the earl of North« 
ington had resided, while he was lord high chancellor of 
Great Britain. As to the pension, lord North very sol- 
emnly assured the house of commons, that no pension 
was evot so well deserved as Mr. Bradshaw's N. a. Lord 
Camden and sir Jeffrey Amherst are not neap so well pro* 
vldedfor: and sir Edward Rawke, who saved the state, 
retires with two thousand pounds a year on the Irish es* 
tabUihment, from which he, in f ftct, r©«ejy99 )e»a tlum 

Wt 8raa«baw'0 peMlon. 



uai JUNIUS. 

a miserable pension of fifteen hundred pounds a year. 
Colonel Lnttrell, Mr.Onslow, and governor Bnrgoyne, 
were equally engaged with you, and have rather more 
reason to complain than Mr. Bradshaw. These are 
men, my lord, whose friendship you should have ad- 
hered to on the same principle on which you deserted 
lord Rockingham, lord Chatham, lord Camden, and 
the duke of Portland. We can easily account for 
your violating your engagements with men of honor; 
but why should you betray your natural connections? 
Why separate yourself from lord Sandwich, lord 
Grower, and Mr. Rigby ; or leave the three worthy 
gentlemen above-mentioned to shift for themselves? 
With all the fashionable indulgence of the times, this 
country does not abound in characters like theirs ; 
and you may find it a very difficult matter to recruit 
the black catalogue of your Mends. 

The recollection of the royal ^tent you sold to 
Mr. Hine, obliges me to say a word in defense of a 
man, whom you have taken the most dishonorable 
means to injure. I do not refer to the sham prosecu- 
tion which you aficcted to carry on against him. On 
that ground, I doubt not, he is prepared to meet you 
with tenfold recrimination, and set you at defiance. 
The iiyury you had done him affects his moral char- 
acter. You knew that the oflier to purchase the re- 
vision of a place, which has heretofore been sold 
under a decree of the court of chancery, however 
imprudent in his situation, would no way tend to 
cover him with that sort of guilt which you wished 
to fix upon him in the eyes of the world. Tou 
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labored then, by every species of false suggestion, and 
even by publishing counterfeit letters, to have it un- 
derstood, that he had proposed terms of accommoda- 
tion to yoa, and had offered to abandon his principles, 
his par^, and his friends. You consulted your own 
breast for a character of consummate treachery, and 
gave it to the public for that of Mr. Yaughan. I 
think myself obliged to do this justice to an injured 
man, because I was deceived by the appearances 
thrown out by your grace, and have frequently 
spoken of his conduct with indignation. If he really 
be, what I think him, honest, though mistaken, he 
will be happy in recovering his reputation, though at 
the exjtense of his understanding. Here I see the 
matter is likely to rest. Your grace is afraid to carry 
on the prosecution. Mr. Hine keeps quiet possession 
of the purchase ; and governor Burgoyne, relieved 
from the apprehension of refunding the money, sits 
down, for the remainder of his life, infamotis and con- 
tented. 

I believe, my lord, I may now take my leave of you 
for ever. You are no longer that resolute minister, 
who had spirit to support the most violent measures ; 
who compensated for the want of good and great 
qualities, by a brave determination (which some peo- 
ple admired and relied on) to maintain himself with- 
out them. The reputation of obstinacy and perse- 
verance might have supplied the place of all the 
absent virtues. You have now added the last nega- 
tive to your character, and meanly confessed that yon 
are destitute of the common spirit of a man. Ketire, 
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then, my lord, and hide your blushes firom the world 
for, with such a load of shame, even black may change 
its color. A mind such as yours, in the solitary hours 
of domestic enjoyment, may still find topics of conso- 
lation. You may find it in the memory of Tiolated 
friendship; in the afflictions of an accomplished 
prince, whom you have di9graced and deserted ; and 
in the agitations of a great country, driven, by your 
counsels, to the brink of destruction. 

The palm of ministerial firmness is now transferred 
to lord North. He tells us so himself, and with the 
plentitnde of the ore rotundo]* and I am ready 
enough to believe, that, while he can keep his place, 
he will not easily be pursuaded to resign it. Your 
grace was the firm minister of yesterday; lord North 
is the firm minister of to-day : to-morrow, perhaps, 
his majesty, in his wisdom, may give us a rival for 
you both. You are too well acquainted with the tem- 
per of your late allies, to think it possible that lord 
North should be permitted to govern this country. 
If we may believe common fame, they have shown 
him their superiority already. His mjyesty is, in- 
deed, too gracious to insult his subjects, by choosing 
his first minister from among the domestics of the 
duke of Bedford ; that woujd have been too gross an 
outrage to the three kingdoms. Their purpose, how- 
ever, is equally answered, by pushing forward this 
unhappy figure, and forcing it to bear the odium of 
measures, which they in reality direct. Without 

* This eloquent person has got as far as the dlsolpUne 
of Demosthenes. He constantly speaks wltb pebl^fes IQ 

M mottth, to improvQ M Artlculatioat 
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immediately appearing to govern, they possess the 
power, and distribute the emoluments of government, 
as they think proper. They still adhere to the spirit 
of that calculation which made Mr. Lnttrell repre- 
sentative of Middlesex. Far from regretting your 
retreat, they assure us, very gravely, that it increases 
the real strength of the ministry. According to this 
way of reasoning, they will probably grow stronger 
and more flourishing every hour they exist : for I think 
there is hardly a day passes in which some one or 
other of his majesty's servants does not leave them 
to improve by the loss of his assistance. But, alas! 
their countenances speak a different language. When 
the members drop off, the main body cannot be in- 
sensible of its approaching dissolution. Even the 
violence of their proceedings is a signal of despair. 
Like broken tenants, who have had warning to 
quit the premises, they curse their landlords, de- 
stroy the fixtures, throw every thing into confusion, 
and care not what mischief they do to the estate. 

JUNIUS. 



LETTER XXXVII. 

To THE Printer of the Public Advertiser. 

SIR, March 19, 1770. 

I believe there is no man, however indifferent 
about the interests of this country, who will not 
readily confess, that the situation to which we are 
now reduced, whether it has arisen from the violence 
of faction, or from an arbitrary system of govem- 

16 
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ment, jnstifies the most melancholy apprehensions, 
and calls for the exertion of whaterer wisdom or 
vigor is left among ns. The king's answer to the re- 
monstrance of the city of London, and the measores 
since adopted by the ministry, amount to a plain de- 
claration, that the principle on which Mr. Lnttrell 
was seated in the house of commons, is to be sup- 
ported in all its consequences, and carried to its ut- 
most extent. The same spirit which Tiolated the 
freedom of election, now invades the declaration and 
bill of rights, and threatens to punish the subject for 
exercising a privilege hitherto undisputed, of petition- 
ing the crown. The grievances of the people are 
aggravated by insults ; their complaints not merely 
disregarded, but checked by authority ; and every one 
of those acts against which they remonstrated, con- 
firmed by the king's decisive approbation. At such 
a moment, no honest man will remain silent or in- 
active. However distinguished by rank or property, 
in the rights of freedom we are all equal. As we are 
Englishmen, the least considerable man among us has 
an interest equal to the proudest nobleman in the 
laws and constitution of his country, and is equally 
called upon to make a generous contribution in sup- 
port of them; whether it be the heart to conceive, 
the understanding to direct, or the hand to execute. 
It is a common cause in which we are all interested, 
in which we should all be engaged. The man who 
deserts it at this alarming crisis, is an enemy to his 
country, and, what I think of infinitely less import- 
ance, a traitor to his sovereign. The subject, who is 
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truly loyal to the chief magistrate, will neither ad- 
vise or submit to arbitrary measures. The city of 
London hath given an example, which, I doubt not, 
will be followed by the whole kingdom. The noble 
spirit of the metropolis is the life-blood of the'state, 
collected at the heart : from that point it circulates, 
with health and vigor, through every artery of the 
constitution. The time is come when the 'body of 
the English people must assert their own cause : con- 
scious of their strength, and animated by a sense of 
their duty, they will not surrender their birth-right 
to ministers, parliaments, or kings. The city of Lon- 
don have expressed their sentiments with freedom 
and firmness ; they have spoken truth boldly ; and, 
in whatsoever light their remonstrance may be repre- 
sented by courtiers, I defy the most subtile lawyer in 
this country to point out a single instance in which 
they have exceeded the truth. Even that assertion 
which we are told is most offensive to parliament, in 
the theory of the English constitution, isstrictlyltrue. 
If any part of the representative body be not chosen 
by the people, that part , vitiates and corrupts the 
whole. If there be a defect in the representation of 
the people, that power, which alone is equal to the 
making of the laws in this country, is not complete, 
and the acts of parliament, under that circumstance, 
are not the acts of a pure and entire legislature. I 
speak of the theory of our constitution ; and what- 
ever difficulties or inconveniences may attend the 
practice, I am ready to maintain that, as &r as the 
fact deviates from the principle, so far the practice is 
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▼idoos and cormpt. I haye- not heard a question 
raised upon any other part of the remonstrance. 
That the principle on which the Middlesex election 
was determined, is more pemicions in its effects than 
either the levying of ship-money hy Charles the First, 
or the suspending power assumed hy his son, will 
hardly he disputed by any man who understands or 
wishes well to the English constitution. It is not an 
act of open violence done by the king, or any direct 
or i>alpable breach of the laws attempted by his min- 
ister, that can ever endanger the liberties of this coun- 
try. Against such a king or minister the people 
would immediately take the alarm, and all the i>ar- 
ties unite to oppose him. The laws may be grossly 
violated in particular instances, without any direct 
attack upon the whole system. Facts of that kind 
stand alone ; they are attributed to necessity, not 
defended by principles. We can never be really in 
danger, until the forms of parliament are made use 
of to destroy the substance of our civil and political 
liberties ; until parliament itself betrays its trust, by 
contributing to establish new principles of govern- 
ment, and employing the very weapons committed to 
it by the collective body to stab the constitution. 

As for the terms of the remonstrance, I presume it 
will not be affirmed, by any person less polished than 
a gentleman usher, that this is a season for compli- 
ments. Our gracious king, indeed, is abundantly 
civil to himself. Instead of an answer to a petition, 
his mtgesty very graciously pronounces his own i)an- 
egyric ; and I confess that, as far as his personal be- 
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havior, or the royal purity of his intentions, is con- 
cerned, the truth of those declarations, which the 
minister has drawn up for his master, cannot decently 
be disputed. In every other respect, I aflfirm, that 
they are absolutely unsupported either in argument 
or fact: I must add, too, that supposing the speech 
were otherwise unexceptionable, it is not a direct 
answer to the petition of the city. His majesty is 
pleased to say, that he is always ready to receive the 
request of his subjects ; yet the sheriffs were twice 
sent back with an excuse ; and it was certainly de- 
bated in council, whether or no the magistrates of 
the city of London should be admitted to an audience. 
Whether the remonstrance be or be not injurious to 
parliament, is the very question between the parlia- 
ment and the people, and such a question as can- 
not be decided by the assertion of a third party, 
however respectable. That the petitioning for a 
dissolution of parliament is irreconcilable with the 
principles of the constitution, is a new doctrine. His 
majesty, perhaps, has not been informed, that the 
house of commons themselves, have, by a formal 
resolution, admitted it to be the right of the subject. 
His mt^esty proceeds to assure us, that he has made 
the laws the rule of his conduct. Was it in ordering 
or permitting his ministers to apprehend Mr. Wilkes 
by a general warrant ? Was it in suffering his min- 
isters to revive the obsolete maxim of ntiUum tern- 
pus, to rob the duke of Portland of his property, and 
thereby give a decisive turn to a county election ? 
Was it in erecting a chamber consultation of surgeons, 
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with authority to examine into and sapeisede the 
l^al verdict of a jury ? Or did his majesty consult 
the laws of this country, when he permitted his sec- 
retary of state to declare, that, whenever the civil 
magistrate is trifled with, a military force must be 
sent for, without the delay of a momenty and effectually 
employed? Or was it in the barbarous exactness 
with which this illegal, inhuman doctrine was car- 
ried into execution ? If his msyesty had recollected 
these facts, I think, he would never have said, at 
least with any reference to the measures of his gov- 
ernment, that he had made the laws the rule of his 
conduct. To talk of preserving the affections, or re- 
lying on the support of his subjects, while he con- 
tinues to act upon these principles, is, indeeSl, paying 
a compliment to their royalty, which, I hope, they 
have too much spirit and understanding to deserve. 

His mjyesty, we are told, is not only punctual in 
the performance of his own duty, but careful not to 
assume any of those powers which the constitution 
has placed in other hands. Admitting this last as- 
sertion to be strictly true, it is no way to the purpose. 
The city of London have not desired the king to as- 
sume a power placed in other hands. If they had, I 
should hope to see the person who dared to present 
such a petition immediately impeached. They solicit 
their sovereign to exert that constitutional authority 
which the laws have vested in him for the benefit of 
his subjects. They call upon him to make use of his 
lawful prerogative in a case which our laws evidently 
supposed might happen, since they have provided for 
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it by trusting the sovereign with a discretionary 
power to dissolve the parliament. This request will, 
I am confident, be supported by remonstrances from 
all parts of the kingdom. His msyesty will find, at 
last, that this is the sense of his people; and that it is 
not his interest to support either ministry or parlia- 
ment at the hazard of a breach with the collective 
body of his sulrjects. That he is king ot a free peo- 
ple, is, indeed, his greatest glory. That he may long 
continue the king of a free people is the second wish 
that animates my heart. The first is, that the people 
may be free.* 

JOHN HORNE. 



LETTER XXXVIII. 

To THX PRIITTBR OT THE PUBLIO ADVBRTISBR. 

SIB, April 8, 1770. 

In my last letter I offered you my opinion of the 
truth and propriety of his msyesty's answer to the 
city of London, considering it merely as the speech 
of a minister, drawn up in his own defense, and de- 
livered, as usual, by the chief magistrate. I would 
separate, as much as possible, the king's personal 
character and behavior from the acts of the present 

* When his majesty had done readlnar his speech, the 
lord mayor, etc , had the honor of kissingr his majesty's 
hand: after which, as they were withdrawing, his majesty 
instantly turned round to his courtiers, and burst out a 
lauohinO' 

NeroflddUd^ while Rome loa^ burning. 
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government. I wish it to be nnderstood that his 
majesty had, in effect, no more concern in the sab- 
stance of what he said, than sir James Hodges had 
in the remonstrance ; and that as sir James, in virtne 
of his office, was obliged to speak the sentiments ot 
the people, his majesty might think himself bonnd, 
by the same official obligation, to give a gracefiil ut- 
terance to the sentiments of his minister. The cold 
formality of a well-repeated lesson is widely distant 
from the animated expression of the heart. 

This distinction, however, is only true with re- 
spect to the measure itself. The consequences of it 
reach beyond the minister, and materially affect his 
msgesty's honor. In their own nature they, are formid- 
able enough to alarm a man of prudence, and dis- 
graceful enough to afflict a man of spirit. A subject, 
whose sincere attachment to his majesty's person and 
family is founded upon rational principles, will not, 
in the present conjuncture, be scrupulous of alarm- 
ing, or even of afflicting, his sovereign. I know there 
is another sort of royalty, of which his miyesty has 
had plenty of experience. When the loyalty of 
Tories, Jacobites, and Scotchmen, has once taken 
possession of an unhappy prince, it seldom leaves 
him without accomplishing his destruction. When 
the poison of their doctrines has tainted the natural 
benevolence of his disposition, when their insidious 
counsels have corrupted the stamina of his govern- 
ment, what antidote can restore him to his political 
health and honor but the firm sincerity of his English 
subjects? 
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It has not been usual, in this country, at least 
since the days of Charles the First, to see the sover- 
eign personally at variance, or engaged in a direct 
altercation with his subjects. Acts of grace and in- 
dulgence are wisely appropriated to him, and should 
constantly he performed by himself He never should 
appear but in an amiable light to his subjects. Even 
in France, as long as any ideas of a limited monarchy 
were thought worth preserving, it was a maxim that 
no man should leave the royal presence discontented. 
They have lost or renounced the moderate principles 
of their government; and now, when their parlia- 
ments venture to remonstrate, the tyrant comes for- 
ward, and answers absolutely for himself The 
spirit of their present constitution requires that the 
king should be feared ; and the principle, I believe, is 
tolerably supported by the fact. But, in our political 
system, the theory is at variance with the practice, 
for the king should be beloved. Measures of greater 
severity may, indeed, in some circumstances, be nec- 
essary : but the minister who advises should take the 
execution and odium of them entirely upon himself. 
He not only betrays his master, but violates the 
spirit of the English constitution, when he exposes 
the chief magistrate to the personal hatred or con- 
tempt of his subjects. When we speak of the firm- 
ness of government, we mean an uniform system of 
measures, deliberately adopted, and resolutely main- 
tained by the servants of the crown ; not a peevish 
asperity in the language and behavior of the sover- 
eign. The government of a weak, irresolute monarch, 
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may be wise, moderate, and" firm: that of an obsti- 
nate, capricious prince, on the contrary, may be 
feeble, undetermined, and relaxed. The reputation 
of public measures depends upon the minister, who 
is responsible; not upon the king, whose private 
opinions are not supposed to have any weight against 
the advice of his council, and whose personal au- 
thority should, therefore, never be interposed in 
public affairs. This, I believe, is true constitutional 
doctrine. But for a moment let us suppose it false. 
Let it be taken for granted, that an occasion may 
arise in which a king of England shall be compelled 
to take upon himself the ungrateful office of rejecting 
the petitions and censuring the conduct of his sub- 
jects ; and let the city remonstrance be supposed to 
have created so extraordinary an occasion. On this 
principle, which I presume no friend of administra- 
tion will dispute, let the wisdom and spirit of the 
ministry be examined. They advise the king to 
hazard his dignity, by a positive declaration of his 
own sentiments ; they suggest to him a language full 
of severity and reproach. ^ What follows? When his 
msgesty had taken so decisive a part in support of 
his ministry and parliament, he had a right to expect 
from them a reciprocal demonstration of firmness in 
their own cause, and of their zeal for his honor. He 
had reason to expect (and such, I doubt not, were the 
blustering promises of lord North) that the persons 
whom he had been advised to charge with having 
failed in their respect to him, with having ii^ured 
parliament, and violated the principles of the consti- 
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tution, should not have been permitted to escape 
without some severe marks of the displeasure and 
vengeance of parliament. As the matter stands, the 
minister, after placing his sovereign in the most un- 
favorable light to his subjects, and after attempting 
to fix the ridicule and odium of his own precipitate 
measures upon the royal character, leaves him a 
solitary figure upon the scene, to recall, if he can, or 
to compensate, by future compliances, for one un- 
happy demonstration of ill-supported firmness and 
inefiectual resentment. As a man of spirit, his ma- 
jesty cannot but be sensible, that the lofty terms in 
which he was persuaded to reprimand the city, when 
united with the silly conclusion of the business, re- 
sembled the. pomp of a mock tragedy, where the 
most pathetic sentiments, and even the sufiferings of 
the hero, are calculated for derision. 

Such have been the boasted firmness and consist- 
ency of a minister,* whose appearance in the house 
of commons was thought essential to the king's ser- 
vice ; whose presence was to influence every division ; 
who had a voice to persuade, an eye to penetrate, a 
gesture to command. The reputation of these great 
qualities has been fatal to his friends. The little 
dignity of Mr. Ellis has been committed. The mine 
was sunk ; combustibles were provided ; and Welbore 

* This graceful minister is oddly constructed. His 
tongue is a little too big for his mouth, and his eyes a 
great deal too big for their sockets. Every part of his per- 
son sets natural proportion at defiance. At this present 
writing his head is supposed to be much too heavy for his 
shoulders. 
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Ellis, the Guy Faux of the fable, waited only for the 
signal of command. All of a sudden the country 
gentlemen discover how grossly they have been de- 
ceived : the minister's heart fails him ; the grand 
plot is defeated in a moment ; and poor Mr. Ellis and 
his motion taken into custody. From the event of 
Friday last, one would imagine that some fatality 
hung over this gentleman. Whether he makes or 
suppresses a motion, he is equally sure of disgrace. 
But the complexion of the times will suffer no man 
to he vice-treasurer of Ireland with impunity.* 

I do not mean to express the smallest anxiety for 
the minister's reputation. He acts separately for 
himself, and the most shameful inconsistency may 
perhaps he no disgrace to him. But when the sov- 
eign, who represents the majesty of the state, appears 
in person, his dignity should be supported : the occa- 
sion should be important; the plan well considered; 
the execution steady and consistent. My zeal for his 
majesty's real honor, compels me to assert, that it 
has been too much the system of the present reign, to 
introduce him personally either to act for or defend 

* About this time the courtiers talked of nothing but a 
bill of pains and penalties against the lord mayor and shre- 
iffs. or impeachment at the least. Little Mann^in ElUis 
told the king, that if the business were left to his manage- 
ment, he would engage to do wonders. It was thought 
very odd that a business of so much importance shou.d 
be entrusted to the most contemptible little piece of ma- 
chinery in the whole kingdom. His honest zeal, however, 
was disappointed. The minister took fright; and, at the 
very instant that little Ellis was going to.open, sent him an 
order to set down. All their magrnanimous threats ended 
in a ridiculous vote of censure, and a still more ridicu- 
lous address to the king. 
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his servants. They persuade him to do what is 
properly their business, and desert him in the midst ' 
of it. Yet this is an inconvenience to which he must- 
for ever be exposed, while he adheres to a ministry « 
divided among themselves, or unequal in credit and 
ability to the great task they have undertaken. In- 
stead of reserving the interposition of the royal per- 
sonage as the last resource of government, their 
weakness obliges them to apply it to every ordinary 
occasion, and to render it cheap and common in the 
opinion of the people. Instead of supporting their 
master, they look to him for support; and for the 
emoluments of remaining one day more in office, care 
not how much his sacred character is prostituted and 
dishonored. 

If I thought it possible for this paper to reach the 
closet, I would venture to appeal at once to his mjy- 
esty^s judgment. I would ask him, but in the most 
respectful terms, "As you are a young man, sir, who 
ought to have a life of happiness in prospect; as you 
are a husband, as you are a father, (your filial duties, 
I own, have been religiously performed) is it hoTia 
fide for your interest or your honor, to sacrifice your 
domestic tranquillity, and to live in a perpetual dis- 
agreement with your people, merely to preserve such 
a chain of beings, as North, Barrington, Weymouth, 
Gower, Ellis, Onslow, Rigby, Jerry Dyson, and Sand- 
wich? Their very names are a satire upon all gov- 
ernment? and I defy the gravest of your chaplains 
to read the catalogue without laughing." 

For my own ]^art, sir, I have always considered 
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addresses from parliament, as a fashionable, unmean- 
ing formality. Usurpers, idiots, and tyrants, have 
been successively complimented with almost the 
same professions of duty and affection. But let us 
suppose them to mean exactly what they profess. 
The consequences deserve to be considered. Either 
the sovereign is a man of high spirit and dangerous 
ambition, ready to take advantage of the treachery 
of the parliament, ready to accept of the surrender 
they make him of the public liberty; or he is a 
mild, undesigning prince, who, provided they in- 
dulge him with a little state and pageantry would 
of himself intend no mischief. On the first supposi- 
tion, it must soon be decided by the sword, whether 
the constitution should be lost or preserved. On the 
second, a prince, no way qualified for the execution 
of a great and hazardous enterprise, and without any 
determined object in view, may nevertheless be 
driven into such desperate measures, as may lead 
directly to his ruin; or disgrace himself by a shame- 
ful fluctuation between the extremes of violence at 
one moment, and timidity at another. The minister, 
perhaps, may have reason to be satisfied with the 
success of the present hour, and with the profits of 
his employment. He is the tenant of the day, and 
has no interest in the inheritance. The sovereign 
himself is bound by other obligations, and ought to 
look forward to a superior, a permanent interest. 
His paternal tenderness should remind him how 
many hostages he has given to society. The ties of 
nature come powerfully in aid of oaths and protes- 



JUNIUS. 239 

tations. The father, who considers his own precari- 
ous state of health, and the possible hazard of a long 
minority, will wish to see the family estate free and 
nninciunbered.^ What is the dignity of the crown, 
though it were really maintained; what is the 
honor of parliament, supposing it could exist with- 
out any foundation of integrity and justice; or what 
is the vain reputation of firmness, even if the scheme 
of the government were uniform and consistent, 
compared with the heart-felt affections of the people, 
with the happiness and security of the royal &mily, 
or even with the grateful acclamation of the popu- 
lace ? Whatever style of contempt may be adopted 
by ministers or parliaments, no man sincerely de- 
spises the voice of the English nation. The house of 
commons are only interpreters, whose duty it is to 
convey the sense of the people faithfully to the 
crown. If the interpretation be false or imperfect 
the constituent powers are called upon to deliver 
their own sentiments. Their speech is rude, but in- 
telligible ; their gestures fierce, but full of expression. 
Perplexed by sophistries, their honest eloquence 
rises into action. Their first appeal was to the in- 
tegrity of their representatives ; their second, to the 
king's justice. The last argument of the people, 
whenever they have recourse to it, will carry more 
perhaps, than persuasion to parliament, or supplica- 
tion to the throne. JUNIUS. 



* Every true friend to the house of Brunswick sees 
with affliction how rapidly some of the principal branches 
of the family have dropped off. 
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LETTER XXXIX. 

To Thb Printer of ths Publio Advertiser. 

SIR, May 28, 177a 

While parliament was sitting, it would neither 
have been safe, nor perhaps, quite r^ular, to offer 
any opinion to the public upon the justice or wisdom 
of their proceedings. To pronounce fairlj upon their 
conduct, it was necessary to wait until we could con- 
sider, in one view, the beginning, progress, and con- 
clusion of their deliberations. The cause of the 
public was undertaken and supported by men, whose 
abilities and united authority, to say nothing of the 
advantageous groimd they stood on, might well be 
thought sufficient to determine a popular question in 
favor of the people. Neither was the house of com- 
mons so absolutely engaged in defense of the minis- 
try, or even of their own resolutions, but that they 
might have paid some decent regard to the known 
disposition of their constituents; and without any 
dishonor to their firmness, might have retracted an 
opinion too hastily adopted, when they saw the 
alarm it had created, and how strongly it was opposed 
by the general sense of the nation. The ministry, 
too, would have consulted their own immediate in- 
terest in making some concession satisfactory to the 
moderate part of the people. Without touching the 
fact, they might have consented to guard against, or 
give up, the dangerous principle on which it was 
established. In this state of things, I think it was 
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highly improbahle, at the beginning of the session, 
that the complaints of the people upon a matter, 
which in their apprehension at least, immediately 
affected the life of the constitution, would be treated 
with as much contempt by their own representatives, 
and by the house of lords, as they had been by the 
other branch of the legislature. Despairing of tbeir^ 
integrity, we had a right to expect something from 
their prudence, and something from their fears. The 
duke of Grafton certainly did not foresee to what 
an extent the corruption of a parliament might be 
carried. He thought, perhaps, that there was still 
some portion of shame or virtue left in the msyority 
of the house of commons, or that there was a line in 
public prostitution beyond which they would scruple 
to proceed. Had the young m^ been a little more 
practised in the world, or had he ventured to meas- 
ure the characters of other men by his own, he would 
not have been so easily discouraged. 

The prorogation of parliament naturally calls upon 
us to review their proceedings, and to consider the 
condition in which they have left the kingdom. I 
do not question but they have done what is usually 
called the king's business, much to his mi^esty's 
satisfaction : we have only to lament, that, in con- 
sequence of a system introduced or revived in tiie 
present reign, this kind of merit should be very con- 
sistent with the neglect of every duty they owe to 
the nation. The interval between the opening of the 
last, and close of the former session, was longer than 
\m»^' Whatever were the views gf the wiaiftcr iu 
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deferring the meeting of parliament, sufficient time 
was certainly given to every member of the house of 
commons, to look back upon the steps he had taken, 
and the consequences they had produced. The zeal 
of party, the violence of personal animosities, and the 
heat of contention, had leisure to subside. From that 
period, whatever resolution they took waa deliberate 
and prepense. In the preceeding session, the depen- 
dents of the ministry had affected to believe, that 
the final' determination of the question would have 
satisfied the nation, or at least put a stop to their 
complaints ; as if the certainty of an evil could dimi- 
nish the sense of it, or the nature of injustice could 
be altered by decision. But they found the people 
of England were in a temper very distant from sub- 
mission ; and although it was contended that the 
house of commons could not themselves reverse a 
resolution which had the force and aflfect of a judicial 
sentence, there were other constitutional expedients 
which would have given a security against any 
similar attempts for the future. The general proposi- 
tion, in which the whole country had an interest, 
might have b^n reduced to a particular fact, in which 
Mr. Wilkes and Mr. Luttrell would alone have been 
concerned. The house of lords might interpose; the 
king might dissolve the parliament ; or if every other 
resource failed,'there still lay a grand constitutional 
writ of error, in behalf of the people, from the de- 
cision of one court to the wisdom of the whole legis- 
lature. Every one of these remedies has been suc- 
cessively attempted^ The people performed their 
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part with dignity, spirit, and perseverance. For 
many months his majesty heard nothing from his 
people but the language of complaint and resent- 
ment: unhappily for this country, it was the daily 
triumph of his courtiers, that he heard it with an in- 
difference approaching to contempt. 

The house of commons, having assumed a power 
unknown to the constitution, were determined not 
merely to support it in the single instance in question, 
but to maintain the doctrine in its utmost extent, 
and to establish the fact as a precedent in law, to be 
applied in whatever manner his majesty's servants 
should hereafter think fit. Their proceedings upon 
this occasion are a strong proof that a decision, in the 
first instance illegal and unjust, can only be sup- 
ported by a continuation of falsehood and injustice. 
To support their former resolutions, they were 
obliged to violate some of the best known and es- 
tablished rules of the house. In one instance, they 
went so far as to declare, in open defiance of truth 
and common sense, that it was not the rule of the 
house to divide a complicated question at the request 
of a member.* But, after trampling upon the laws of 
the land, it was not wonderful that they should treat 
the private regulations of their own assembly with 
equal disregard. The speaker, being young in office, 
began with pretended ignorance, and ended with 

* The extravEflrant resolution appears in the vote of 
the house ; but, in the minutes of the committees, the 
instances of resolutions contrary to law and truth, or of 
refusals to acknowledf^e law ana truth when proposed to 
them, are innumerable. 
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deciding for the ministry. We are not surprised at 
the decision ; but he hesitated and blushed at his own 
baseness, and every man was astonished.! 

The interest of the public was vigorously supported 
in the house of lords. The right to defend the con- 
stitution against an encroachment of the other 
estates, and necessity of exerting it at this period, 
was urged to them with every argument that could 
be supposed to influence the heart or the understand- 
ing. But it soon appeared that they had already 
taken their part, and were determined to support the 
house of commons, not only at the expense of truth 
and decency, but even by a surrender of their own 
most important rights. Instead of performing that 
duty which the constitution expected from them, in 
return for the dignity and independence of their 
station, in return lor the hereditary share it has 
given them in the legislature, the majority of them 
made common cause with the other house in oppress- 
ing the people, and established another doctrine as 
false in itself, and, if possible, more pernicious to the 
constitution, than that on which the Middlesex 

+ When the king fli-st made It a measure of his grovem- 
ment to destroy Mr. Wilkes, and when, for this purpose, 
it was necessary to run down privilege. Sir Fletcner Nor- 
ton, with his usual prostituted effrontery, assured the 
house of commoos, that he should regara one of their 
votes no more than a resolution of so many drunken por- 
ters. This is the very lawyer whom Ben Jonson aes- 
cribes in the following lines: 

** Gives forked counsel ; takes provoking gold 
On either hand, and puts it up. 
So wise, so grave, of so perplex'd a tongue. 
And loud withal, that would not wag, wor scarce 
Jiie still, without a /ee.*' 
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election was determined. By resolving, " that they 
had no right to impeach a judgment of the house of 
commons, in any case whatsoever, where that house 
has a competent jurisdiction," they, in effect, gave up 
that constitutional check and reciprocal control of 
one branch of the legislature over the other, which 
is, perhaps, the greatest and most important object 
provided for by the division of the whole legislative 
power into three estates : and now let the judicial 
decisions of the house of commons be ever so extrava- 
gant, let their declarations of the law be ever so 
flagrantly false, arbitrary, and oppressive to the sub- 
ject, the house of lords have imposed a slavish 
silence upon themselves; they cannot interpose; 
they cannot protect the subject ; they cannot defend 
the laws of their country. A concession so extraordi- 
nary in itself, so contradictory to the principles of 
their own institution, cannot but alarm the most 
unsuspecting mind. We may well conclude that the 
lords would hardly have yielded so much to the 
other house without the certainty of a compensation 
which can only be made to them at the expense of 
the people.* The arbitrary power they have 
assumed, of imposing fines, and committing during 
pleasure, will now be exercised in its lull extent. 
The house of commons are too much in their debt to 
question or interrupt their proceedings. The crown 

* The man, who resists and overcomes this iniquitous 
power, assumed by the lords, must be supported by the 
whole people. We have the laws on our side, and want 
nothing but an intrepid leader. When such a man stands 
forth, let the nation look to It. It Is not his oause, but 
our own. 
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too, we may be well assured, will lose nothing in this 
new distribution of power. After declaring, that, to 
petition for a dissolution of parliament is irreconcil- 
able with the principles of the constitution, his maj- 
esty has reason to expect that some extraordinary 
compliment will be returned to the royal prerogative. 
The three branches of the legislature seem to treat 
their separate rights and interests as the Roman 
triumvirs did their friends; they reciprocally sacrifice 
them to the animosities of each other ; and establish 
a detestable union among themselves, upon the ruin 
of the laws and liberty of the commonwealth. 
Through the whole proceedings of the house of com- 
mons, in this session, there is an apparent, a palpable 
consciousness of guilt, which has prevented their 
daring to assert their own dignity, where it 
has been immediately and grossly attacked. 
In the course of Dr. Musgrave's examination, he 
said every thing that can be conceived mortifying to 
individuals, or offensive to the house. They voted 
his information frivolous : but they were awed by his 
firmness and integiity, and sunk under it.* The 
terms in which the sale of a patent to Mr. Hine were 
communicated to the public, naturally called for a 
parliamentary inquiry. The integrity of the house 
of commons was directly impeached : but they had 
not courage to move in their own vindication, be- 

* The examination of this firm, honest man, is printed 
for Almon. The reader will find it a most curious and 
most interesting tract. Doctor Musgrave, with no other 
support but truth and its own firmness, resisted and oveiv 
came the whole house of commons. 
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cause the inqniry would have been fatal to colonel 
Burgoyne and the duke of Grafton. When sir 
Oeorge Saville branded them with the name of 
traitors to their constituents, when the lord mayor, 
the sheriffs, and Mr. Trecothick expressly avowed 
and maintained every part of the city remonstrance, 
why did they tamely submit to be insulted ? Why 
did they not immediately expel those refractory 
members ? Conscious of the motives on which they 
had acted, they prudently preferred infamy to dan- 
ger, and were better prepared to meet the contempt, 
than to rouse the indignation of the whole people* 
Had they expelled those five members, the conse- 
quences of the new doctrine of incapacitation would 
have come immediately home to every man. The 
truth of it would then have been fairly tried, with- 
out any reference to] Mr. Wilkes's private character, 
or the dignity of the house, or the obstinacy of one 
particular county. These topics, I know, have had 
their weight with men, who, affecting a character of 
moderation, in reality consult nothing but their own 
immediate ease ; who are weak enough to acquiesce 
under a flagrant violation of the laws when it does 
not directly touch themselves; and care not what 
injustice is practised upon a man whose moral 
character they piously think themselves obliged to 
condemn. In any other circumstances, the house of 
commons must have forfeited all credit and dignitj^ 
if, after such gross provocation, they had permitted 
those five gentlemen to sit any longer among them . 
We should then have seen and felt the operation ot a 
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precedent, which is represented te be perfectly barren 
and harmless. Bnt there is a set of men in this 
oonntry, whose understandings measure the violation 
of law by the magnitude of the instance, not by the 
important consequences which flow directly from the 
principle; and the minister, I presume, did not think 
it safe to quicken their apprehensions too soon. Had 
Mr. Hampden reasoned and acted like the moderate 
men of these days, instead of hazarding his whole 
fortune in a lawsuit with the crown, he would have 
quietly paid the twenty shillings demanded of him ; 
the Stuart family would probably have continued 
upon the throne ; and at this moment the imposition 
of ship-money would have been an acknowledged 
prerogative of the crown. 

What then has been the business of the session, 
after voting the supplies, and confirming the deter- 
mination of the Middlesex election? The extraor- 
dinary prorogation of the Irish parliament, and the 
just discontents of that kingdom, have been passed 
by without notice. Neither the general situation of 
our colonies, nor that particular distress which forced 
the inhabitants of Boston to take up arms in their de- 
fense, have been thought worthy of a moment's consid- 
eration. In the repeal of those acts which were most 
offensive to America, the parliament have done every 
thing but remove the offense. They have relin- 
quished the revenue, but judiciously taken care to 
preserve the contention. It is not pretended that 
the continuation of the tea-duty is to produce any 
direct benefit whatsoever to the mother country. 



JUNIUS, 249 

What is it then, but an odious, unprofitable exertion 
of a speculative right, and fixing a badge of slavery 
upon the Americans, without service, to their mas- 
ters? But it has pleased God to give us a ministry 
and a parliament, who are neither to be persuaded 
by argument, nor. instructed by experience. 

Lord North, I presume, will not claim an extra- 
ordinary merit from any thing he has done this year, 
in the improvement or application of the revenue. 
A great operation, directed to an important object, 
though it should fail of success, marks the genius, 
and elevates the character of a minister. A poor 
contracted understanding deals in little schemes, 
which dishonor him if they fail, and do him no cred- 
it when they succeed. Lord North had fortunately 
the means in his possession of reducing all the four 
per cents, at once. The failure of his first enterprise 
in finance is not half so disgraceful to his reputation 
as a minister, as the enterprise itself is injurious to 
the public. Instead of striking one decisive blow, 
which would have cleared the market at once, upon 
terms proportioned to the price of the four per cents. 
six weeks ago, he has tampered with a pitiful por- 
tion of a commodity which ought never to have been 
touched but in gross. He has given notice to the 
holders of that stock, of a design formed by govern- 
ment to prevail upon them to surrender it by de- 
grees, consequently has warned them to hold up and 
enchance the price . so that the plan of reducing the 
four per cents, must either be dropped entirely, or con- 
tinued with an increasing disadvantage to the pub- 



250 JUNIUS. 

lie The minister's sagacity has served to raise the 
value of the thing he means to purchase, and to sink 
that of the three |>er cents, which it is his purpose to 
sell. In effect, he has contrived to make it the inter- 
est of the proprietor of the foMxper cents, to sell out, 
and huy three per cents, in the market, rather than 
suhscribe his stock upon any terms that can possibly 
be offered by government. 

The state of the nation leads us naturally to con- 
tsider the situation of the king. The prorogation ot 
parliament has the effect of a temporary dissolution. 
The odium of measures adopted by the collective 
body sits lightly upon the separate members who 
composed it. They retire into summer quarters, and 
rest from the disgraceful labors of the campaign. 
But as for the sovereign, it is not so with him ; he has 
a permanent existence in this country; he cannot 
withdraw himself from the complaints, the discon- 
tents, the reproaches of his subjects. They pursue 
him to his retirement, and invade his domestic hap- 
piness, when no address can be obtained from an ob- 
sequious parliament to encourage or console him. In 
other times, the interest of the king and the people 
of England was, as it ought to be, entirely the same. 
A new system has not only been adopted in fact, 
but professed upon principle. Ministers are no 
longer the public servants of the state, but the pri- 
vate domestics of the sovereign. One* particular 

• "An igrnorant, mercenary, and servile crew ; unani- 
mous in evil, diligent in mischief, variable in principles, 
constant to flattery, talkers for liberty, but slaves to pow- 
er: sty linff themselves the court party, and the prince's 
only friends." Davenant. 
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class of men are permitted to call themselves the 
king's friends, as if the body of the people were the 
king's enemies ; or, as if his migesty looked for a re- 
source or consolation in the attachment of a few fav- 
orites ; against the general contempt and detestation 
of his subjects. Edward and Richard the Second 
made the same distinction between the collective 
body of people, and a contemptible party, who sur- 
rounded the throne. The event of their mistaken 
conduct might have been a warning to their succes- 
sors. Yet the errors of those princes were not with- 
out excuse. They had as many false friends as our 
present gracious sovereign, and infinitely greater 
temptations to seduce them. They were neither 
sober, religious, nor demure. Intoxicated with 
pleasure, they wasted their inheritance in pursuit 
of it. Their lives were like a rapid torrent, brilliant 
in prospect, though useless or dangerous in its cour&e. 
In the dull unanimated existence of other princes, we 
see nothing but a sickly stagnant water, which taints 
the atmosphere without fertilizing the soil. The 
morality of a king is not to be measured by vulgar 
rules. His situation is singular: there are £Eiults 
which do him honor, and virtues that disgrace him. 
A faultless, insipid equality in his character, is neither 
capable of virtue or vice in the extreme ; but it se- 
cures his submission to those persons whom he has 
been accustomed to respect, and makes him a dan- 
gerous instrument of their ambition. Secluded from 
the world, attached from his in&ncy to one set of 
persons and one set of ideas, he can neither open his 
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heart to new connections, nor his mind to better in- 
formation. A character of this sort is the soil fittest 
to produce that obstinate bigotry in politics and reli- 
gion, which begins with a meritorious sacrifice of the 
understanding, and finally conducts the monarch 
and the martyr to the block. At any other period, I 
doubt not, the scandalous disorders which have been 
introduced into the government of all the depend- 
encies in the empire, would have roused the attention 
of the public. The odious abuse and prostitution of 
the prerogative at home; the unconstitutional em- 
ployment of the military ; the arbitrary fines and 
commitments by the house of lords and court of 
king's bench ; the mercy of a chaste and pious prince 
extended cheerfully to a wilful murderer, because 
that murderer is the brother of a common prostitute ; * 
would, I think, at any other time, have excited uni- 
versal indignation. But the daring attack upon the 
constitution, in the Middlesex election, makes us cal- 
lous and indifi^erent to inferior grievances. No man 
regards an eruption upon the surface, when the noble 
parts are invaded, and he feels a mortification ap- 
proaching to his heart. The free election of our 
representatives in parliament comprehends, because 
it is, the source aud security of every right and privi- 
lege of the English nation. The ministry have real- 
ized the compendious ideas of Caligula. They know 
that the liberty, the laws, and property of an Eng- 
lishman, have, in truth, but one neck, and that to 
violate the freedom of election, strikes deeply at 

them all. JUNIUS. 

* Miss Kennedy. 
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LETTER XL. 

To Lord North. 
BfYLOBD, Aufiru8t22, ITTO. 

Mr. LuttrelVs services were the chief support 
and ornament of the duke of Grafton's administration. 
The honor of rewarding them was reserved for your 
lordship. The duke it seems, had contracted an ob- 
ligation he was ashamed to acknowledge, and una- 
ble to acquit. You, my lord, had no scruples. You 
accepted the succession with all its incumbrances, 
and have paid Mr. Luttrell his legacy, at the hazard 
of ruining the estate. 

When this accomplished youth declared himself 
the champion of government, the world was busy, 
inquiring what honors or emoluments could be a 
sufficient recompense to a young man of his rank 
and fortune, for submitting to mark his entrance in- 
to life with the universal contempt and detestation 
of his country. His noble father had not been so 
precipitate. To vacate his seat in parliament ; . to 
intrude upon a county in which he had no interest 
or connection; to possess himself of another man's 
right, and to maintain it in defiance of public shame, 
as well as justice, bespoke a degree of zeal or of de- 
pravity, which all the favor of a pious prince could 
hardly requite. I protest, my lord, there is in this 
young man's conduct a strain of prostitution, which, 
for its singularity, I cannot but admire. He has 

gi89Qvered a ne^ line |n the bwmau chw»cter| he 
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has de&rraded even the name of Luttrell, and grati- 
fied his fjEither's most sanguine expectations. 

The duke of Grafton, with every possible disposi- 
tion to patronize this kind of merit, was contented 
with pronouncing colonel LuttrelVs panegyric The 
gallant spirit, the disinterested zeal of the young ad- 
■^^enturer, were echoed through the house of lords. 
His grace repeatedly pledged himself to the house, as 
an evidence of the purity of his friend Mr. Luttrell's 
intention, that he had engaged without any prospect 
of personal benefit, and that the idea of compensa- 
tion would mortally offend him.* The noble duke 
could hardly be in earnest ; but he had lately quit- 
ted his employment, and began to think it necessary 
to take some care of his reputation. At that very 
moment the Irish negotiation was probably begun. 
"(5ome forward thou worthy representative of lord 
Bute, and tell this insulted country, who advised 
the king to appoint Mr. Luttrell's adjutant general to 
^e army in Ireland. By what management was 
colonel Cunninghame prevailed on to resign his em- 
ployment, and the obsequious Gisbome to accept of 
a pension for the government of Kinsale?! Was it 

* He now says that his great object is the rank of col- 
onel, and that he will have it. 

t This infamous transaction ought to be explained to 
the public O>lonel Gisbome was quarter-master-general 
in Ireland. Lord Townshend persuaded him to resign 
to a Scotch officer, oae Frazer, and gives him the govern- 
ment of Kinsale . Colonel Cunninghame was adjutant-gen- 
eral in Ireland. Lord Townshend offers him a pension, to 
induce him to resign to Luttrell. Cunninghame treats the 
offer with contempt . What is to be done ? Poor Gisbome 
must move once more. He accepts of a pension of 5001. a 
year untill a government of greater value shall become 
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an original stipulation with the princess ot Wales ; or 
does he owe his preferment to your lordship's partial- 
ity, or to the duke of Bedford's friendship? My lord, 
though it may not be possible to trace this measure 
to its source, we can follow the stream, and warn the 
country of its approaching destruction. The Eng- 
lish nation must be roused, and put upon its guard. 
Mr. Luttrell has already shown us how far he may 
be trusted, whenever an open attack is to be made 
upon the liberties of this country. I do not doubts^ 
that there is a deliberate plan formed. Your lord- 
ship best knows by whom. The corruption of the 
legislative body on this side, a military force on the 
other, and then farewell to England! It is impossible 
that any minister shall dare to advise the king to 
place such a man as Luttrell in the confidential post 
of adjutant-general, if there were not some secret 
purpose in view, which only such a man as Luttrell 
is fit to promote. The insult ofiered to the army in 
general is as gross as the outrage intended to the peo- 
ple of England. What ! lieutenant-colonel Luttrell ad- 
jutant-general of an army of sixteen thousand men! 
One would think his majesty's campaigns at Black- 
heath and Wimbledon might have taught him bet- 
ter. I cannot help wishing general Harvey joy of a 
colleague who does so much honor to the employ- 
ment. But, my lord, this measure is too daring to 
pass unnoticed, too dangerous to be received with in- 
vacant. Colonel Cunninjirbame is made srovemor of Kin- 
sale; and Luttfell, at last, for whom the whole machinery 
is put in motion, becomes adjutant-f^eneral, and in effect, 
takes the command of the army in Ireland. 
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difference or submission. Yon shall not have time 

to new i£odel the Irish army. They will not snbmit 

to be garbled by colonel Luttrell. As a mischief to 

the English constitution, (for he is not worth the 

name of enemy) they already detest him. As a boy, 

impudently thrust over their heads, they will receive 

him with indignation and contempt. As for you, my 

lord, who, perhaps, are no more than thej)lind,'unhappy 

instrument of lord Bute and her royal highness the 

princess of Wales, be assured, that you shall be called 

upon to answer for the advice which you have given, 

and either discover your accomplices,or fall a sacrifice 

to their security. 

JUNIUS. 



LETTER XLI. 

To THE Right Honorable Lord Mansfield. 

Bnr LORD, November U, 1770. 

The appearance of this letter will attract the 
curiosity of the public, and command even your 
lordship's attention. I am considerably in your 
debt, and shall endeavor, once for all, to balance the 
account. Accept of this address, my lord, as a pro- 
logue to more important scenes, in which you will 
probably be called upon to act or suffer. 

You will not question my veracity, when I assure 
you, that it has not been owing to any particular 
respect for your person that I have abstained from 
joy^ 80 long. Peside^ the distress ftnd danger witli 
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which the press is threatened, when yonr lordship is 
party, and the party is to be judge, I confess I have 
been deterred by the difficulty of the task. Our 
language has no term of reproach, the mind has no 
idea of detestation, which has not already been hap- 
pily applied to you, and exhausted. Ample justice 
has been done, by abler pens than mine, to the sepa- 
rate merits of your life and character. Let it be my 
humble office to collect the scattered sweets till their 
united virtue tortures the sense. 

Permit me to begin with paying a just tribute to 
Scotch sincerity, wherever I find it. I own I am not 
apt to confide in the professions of gentlemen of that 
country ; and, when they smile, I feel an involuntary 
emotion to guard myself against mischief. With this 
general opinion of an ancient nation, I always 
thought it much to your lordship's honor, that, in 
your earlier days, you were but little infected with 
the prudence of your country. You had some origi- 
nal attachments, which you took every proper oppor- 
tunity to acknowledge. The liberal spirit of youth 
prevailed over your native discretion. Your zeal in 
the cause of an unhappy prince was expressed with 
the sincerity of wine, and some of the solemnities of 
religion.* This, I conceive, is the most amiable point 
of view in which your character has appeared. Like 
an honest man, you took that part in politics, which 
might have been expected from your birth, education, 

* This man was always a rank Jacobite. Lord Ravens- 
worth produced the most satisfactory evidence of his 
having frequently drank the pretender's health on his 
knees. 

17 
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conntry, and connections. There was something gen- 
erous in your attachment to the hanished house of 
Stuart. We lament the mistakes of a good man, and 
do not hegin to detest him until he affects to re- 
nounce his principles. Why did you not adhere to 
that loyalty you once professed ? Why did you not 
follow the example of your worthy brother ?t With 
him you might have shared in the honor of the 
pretender's confidence; with him you might have 
preserved the integrity of your character; and En- 
gland, I think, might have spared you without re- 
gret. Your friends will say, perhaps, that, although 
you deserted the fortune of your liege lord, you have 
adhered firmly to the principles which drove his 
^Either from the throne ; that, without openly sup- 
porting the person, you have done essential service to 
the cause; and consoled yourself for the loss of a 
favorite family, by reviving and establishing the 
maxims of their government. This is the way in 
which a Scotchman's understanding corrects the 
errors of his heart. My lord, I acknowledge the 
truth of the defense, and can trace it through all 
your conducts I see through your whole life one uni- 
form plan to enlarge the power of the crown, at the 
expense of the liberty of the subject. To this object 
your thoughts, words, and actions, have been con- 
stantly directed. In contempt or ignorance of the 
common law of England, you have made it your 

f Ck)nfident1al secretary to the late pretender. This 
oiroumstance confirmed the friendship between the 
brothers. 
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study to introduce into the court where you preside, 
maxims of jurisprudence unknown to Englishmen^ 
The Roman code, the law of nations, and the opinion 
of foreign civilians, are your perpetual theme ; but 
who ever heard you mention Magna Charta, or the 
Bill of Rights, vnth approbation or respect? By 
such treacherous arts the noble simplicity and free 
spirit of our Saxon laws were first corrupted. The 
Norman conquest was not complete, until Norman 
lawyers had introduced their laws, and reduced 
slavery to a system. This one leading principle di- 
rects your interpretation of the laws, and accounts 
for your treatment of juries. It is not in political 
questions only (for there the courtier might be for- 
given,) but let the cause be what it may, your under- 
standing is equally on the rack, either to contract 
the power of the jury, or to mislead their judgment. 
For the truth of this assertion, I appeal to the doc- 
trine you delivered in lord Grosvenor^s cause. An^ 
action for criminal conversation being brought by a 
peer against a prince of the blood, you were daring 
enough to tell the jury, that, in fixing the damages, 
they were to pay no regard to the quality or fortune 
of the parties : that it was a trial between A and B ; 
that they were to consider the offense in a moral light 
only, and give no greater damages to a peer of the 
realm, than to the meanest mechanic. I shall not 
attempt to refute a doctrine, which if it was meant 
for law, carries falsehood and absurdity upon the face 
of it ; but, if it was meant for a declaration of your 
political creed, is clear and consistent. Under an 



260 JUNIUS. 

arbitrary government, all ranks and distinctions are 
confounded : the honor of a nobleman is no more con- 
sidered than the reputation of a peasant ; for, with 
different liveries, they are equally slaves. 

Even in matters of private property, we see the 
same bias and inclination to depart from the de- 
cisions of your predecessors, which you certainly 
ought to receive as evidence of the common law. 
Instead of those certain positive rules by which the 
judgment of a court of law should invariably be de- 
termined, you have fondly introduced your own un- 
settled notions of equity and substantial justice. 
Decisions given upon such principles do not alarm 
the public so much as they ought, because the conse- 
quence and tendency of each particular instance is 
not observed or regarded. In the meantime, the 
practice gains ground ; the court of king's bench be- 
comes a court of equity; and the judge, instead of 
consulting strictly the law of the land, refers only to 
the wisdom of the court, and to the purity of his 
own conscience. The name of Mr. Justice Yates will 
naturally revive in your mind some of those emo- 
tions of fear and detestation with which you always 
beheld him. That great lawyer, that honest man, 
saw your whole conduct in the light that I do. After 
years of ineffectual resistance to the pernicious prin- 
ciples introduced by your lordship, and uniformly 
supported by your humble friends upon the bench, he 
determined to quit a court, whose proceedings and 
decisions he could neither assent to with honor, nor 
oppose with success. 
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The injustice done to an individaaP is sometimes 
of service to the public. Facts are apt to alarm ns 
more than the most dangerous principles. The suf- 
ferings and firmness of a printer have roused the 
public attention. You knew and felt that your con- 
duct would not bear a parliamentary inquiry ; and 
you hoped to escape it by the meanest, the basest 
sacrifice of dignity and consistency that ever was 
made by a great magistrate. Where was your firm- 
ness, where was that vindictive spirit, of whioh we 
have seen so many examples, when a man so incon- 
siderable as Bingiey could force you to confess, in the 
face of this country, that, for two years together, you 
had illegally deprived an English subject of his lib- 
erty, and that he had triumphed over you at last ? 
Yet, I own, my lord, that yours is not an uncommon^ 
character. Women, and men like women, are timid, 
vindictive and irresolute. Their passions counteract 
each other, and make the same creature at one mo- 
ment hateful, at another contemptible^ I fancy, my 
lord, some time vnll elapse before you venture to com- 
mit another Englishman for refusing to answer in- 
terrogatories.! 

* The oppression of an obscure individual gave birth to 
the famous Habeas Corpus Act of 81 Car. II. which is fre- 
quently considered as another Magna Charta of this king- 
dom. BkuikBtone ill. 135. 

t Bingiey was committed for contempt, in not submit- 
ting to be examined. He lay in prison two years until the 
crown thought the matter might occasion some serious 
complaint, and therefore he was let out, in the same con- 
tumelious state he had been put in, with all his sins about 
him, unanointed and unanealed. There was much co- 
quetry between the court and the attorney general, about 
who should undergo the ridicule of letting blm escape.— 
Vidt another Letter to Almon^ p. 180. 
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N The doctrine you have constantly delivered, in cases 
of libel, is another powerful evidence of a settled 
plan to contract the legal power of juries, and to draw 
questions, inseparable from fact, within the arhiirium 
of the court. Here, my lord, you have fortune on 
your side. When you invade the province of the 
jury, in matter of libel, you, in effect, attack the 
liberty of the press, and, with a single stroke, wound 
two of your greatest enemies. In some instances you 
have succeeded, because jurymen are too often igno- 
rant of their own rights, and too apt to be awed by 
the authority of a chief justice. In other criminal 
prosecutions, the malice of the design is confessedly 
as much the subject of consideration to a jury as the 
certainty of the fact. If a different doctrine prevails 
in the case of libels, why should it not extend to all 
criminal cases ? Why not to capital offenses? I see 
no reason (and I dare say you will agree with me, 
that there is no good one) why the life of the sub- 
ject should be better protected against you, than his 
liberty or property. Why should you enjoy the full 
power of pillory, fine, and imprisonment, and not be 
indulged with hanging or transportation? With 
your lordship's fertile genius and merciful disposi- 
tion, I can conceive such an exercise of the power 
you have, as could hardly be aggravated by that 
which you have not. 

But, my lord, since you have labored (and not un- 
successfully) to destroy the substance of the trial, 
why should you suffer the form of the verdict to re- 
main ? Why force twelve honest men, in palpable 
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violation of their oaths, to prononnce their fellow- 
subject a guilty man, when, almost at the same mo- 
ment, you forbid their inquiring into the only cir- 
cumstance which, in the eye of law and reason, con- 
stitutes guilt — ^the malignity or innocence of his in- 
tentions ? But I understand your lordship. If you 
could succeed in making the trial by jury useless 
and ridiculous, you might then, with greater safety, 
introduce a bill into parliament for enlaiging the 
jurisdiction of the court., and extending your favorite 
trial by interrogatories to every question in which 
the life or liberty of an Englishman is concerned.* 

Your charge to the jury, in the prosecution against 
Almon and Woodfall, contradicts the highest legal 
authorities, as well as the plainest dictates of reason. 
In Miller's case, and still more expressly in that of 
Baldwin, you have proceeded a step farther, and 
grossly contradicted yourself You may know, per- 
haps, though I do not mean to insult you by an ap- 
peal to your experience, that the language of truth is 
uniform and consistent. To depart from it safely, 
requires memory and discretion. In the last two 
trials, your charge to the jury began, as usual, with 

* The philosophical poet doth notably describe the dam- 
nable and damned proceedings of the judge of hell. 

^Gnossius haec Radamanthus habet durissima regrna, 
Castigatque, auditque doles, subigitque fateri.* 

First he punisheth, and t?ien he heareth, and lastly compell- 
eth to confess, and makes and mars laws at his pleasure; 
like as the centur<on, in the holy history, did to St.Paul ; for 
the text saith, * Centurio apprehendl Paulum jussii, et se 
catenis ligari, et tunc interrogahat quis fuisset, et quid 
feoisset.' But good Judges and Justices abhor these 
courses. Coke^ 2 Inst 63. 
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assnring them, that they had nothing to do with the 
law; that they were to find the bare &>ct, and not 
concern themselves about the legal inferences drawn 
from it, or the degree of the defendant's guilt. Thus 
fiur you were consistent with your former practice. 
But how will you account for the conclusion? You 
told the jury, that " if, after aU, they would take 
upon themselves to determine the law, they might do 
it, but they must be very sure that they determine 
according to law; for it touched their consciences, 
and they acted at their peril." If I understand your 
firstproposition, you mean toaffirm,thatthe jury were 
not competent judges of the law in the criminal case 
of a libel ; that it did not £eQ1 within their jurisdic- 
tion ; and that with respect to them, the malice or 
innocence of the defendant's intentions would be a 
question coram non judice. But the second proposi- 
tion clears away your own difficulties, and restores 
the jury to all their judicial capacities.* You make 
the competence of the court to depend upon the 
legality of the decision. In the first instance, you 
deny the power absolutely : in the second, you admit 
the power, provided it be legally exercised. Now, 
my lord, without pretending to reconcile the distinc- 
tions of Westminster-hall with the simple information 
of common sense, or the integrity of fair argument, 
I shall be understood by your lordship, when I assert, 

• Directly the reverse of the doctrine he constantly 
maintained in the house of lords, and elsewhere, upon 
the decision of the Middlesex election. He invariably as- 
serted, that the decision must be legaX because the court 
was competent; and never could be prevailed on to enter 
farther into the question. 



JUNIUS. 265 

that, if a jury, or any other court of judicature, (for 
jurors and judges) have no right to enter into a cause 
or question of law, it signifies nothing whether their 
decisions be or be not according to law. Their deci- 
sion is, in itself, a mere nullity ; the parties are not 
bound to submit to it; and, if the jury run any risk 
of punishment, it is not for pronouncing a corrupt or 
illegal verdict, but for the illegality of meddling 
with a point on which they have no legal authority 
to decide.! 

I cannot quit this subject without reminding your 
lordship of the name of Mr. Benson. Without offer- 
ing any legal objection, you ordered a special jury- 
man to be set aside, in a cause where the king was 
prosecutor. The novelty of the fact required expla- 
nation. Will you condescend to tell the world by 
what law or custom you were authorized to make a 
peremptory challenge of a juryman ? The parties, 
indeed, have this power ; and, perhaps, your lordship, 
having accustomed yourself to unite the characters of 
judge and party, may claim it in virtue of the new 
capacity you have assumed, and profit by your own 
wrong. The time within which you might have 
been punished fortius daring attempt to pack a jury, 
is, I fear, elapsed ; but no length of time shall erase 
the record of it. 

t These iniquitous prosecutions cost the best of princes 
six thousand pounds, and ended in the total defeat and 
disgrace of the prosecutors. In the course of one of 
them, judgre Aston had the unparalleled Impudence to tell 
Mr. Morris, a gentleman of unquestionable honor and in- 
tegrity, and who was then giving his evidence on oath, 
that he should pay very little regard to any affidavit he 
should maike. 
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kept a great fait <^ the nation in sispenae. Aeon- 
stitatifina] qoestioo arises opon a declaration of the 
law of parliament, bj which the fireedun ai election, 
and the birth-ri^t of the sabject. woe si^posed to 
hare been inraded. The king% serrants are accused 
of riolating the constitntifln. The natiiMi is in a iet- 
meat The ablest men of all parties engage in the 
qnestion, and exert their ntmost abilities in the dis- 
cosBion of it. What part has the honest lord Mans- 
field acted ? As an eminent judge of the law, his 
opinion would have been respected. As a peer, he 
had a right to demand an audience of his sovereign, 
and inform him, that his ministers were pursuing 
unconstitutional measures. Upon other occasions, 
my lord, you have no difficulty in finding your way 
into the closet. The pretended neutrality of belong- 
ing to no party will not save your reputation. In a 
question merely political, an honest man may stand 
neuter. But the laws and constitution are the general 
property of the subject : not to defend, is to relin- 
quish : and who is there so senseless as to renounce 
his share in a common benefit, unless he hopes to 
profit by a new division of the spoil ? As a lord of 
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parliament, you were repeatedly called upon to con- 
demn or defend the new law declared by the house 
of commons. You affected to have scruples, and 
every expedient was attempted to , remove them. 
The question was proposed and urged to you in a 
thousand different shapes. Your prudence still sup- 
plied you with evasion ; your resolution was invinc- 
ible. For my own part, I am not anxious to penetrate 
this solemn secret. I care not to whose wisdom it is 
entrusted, nor how soon you carry it vdth you to the 
grave.* You have betrayed your opinion by the 
very care you have taken to conceal it. It is not 
from lord Mansfield that we expect any reserve in 
declaring his real sentiments in favor of government, 
or in opposition to the people ; nor is it difficult to 
account for the motions of a timid, dishonest heart, 
which neither has virtue enough to acknowledge 
truth, or courage to contradict it. Yet you continue 
to support an administration which you know is 
universally odious, and which, on some occasions, 
you yourself speak of with contempt. You would 
fain be thought to take no share in government, 
while, in reality, you are the main spring of the ma- 
chine. Here, too, we trace the little, prudential policy 
of a Scotchman. Instead of acting that open, gener- 
ous part which becomes your rank and station, you 
meanly skulk into the closet, and give your sover- 
eign such advice as you have not the spirit to avow 

* He said, in the house of lords, that he believed he 
should carry his opinion with him to the grsLve. It was 
afterwards reported, that he had entrusted it in special 
confidence to the Ingenious duke of Cumberland. 
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or defencL Ton secretly engross the power, while 
you decline the title of a minister; and though yon 
dare not be chancellor, yon know how to secure the 
emoluments of the office. Are the seals to be for 
ever in commission, that you may ei^oy five thousand 
pounds a year ? I beg pardon, my lord ; your fears 
have interposed at last, and forced you to resign. 
The odium of continuing speaker of the house of 
lords, upon such terms, was too formidable to be re- 
sisted. What a multitude of bad passions are forced 
to submit to a constitutional infirmity ! But though 
you have relinquished the salary, you still assume 
the rights of a minister. Your conduct, it seems, 
must be defended in parliament. For what other 
purpose is your wretched friend, that miserable Ser- 
jeant, posted to the house of commons ? Is it in the 
abilities of a Mr. Leigh to defend the great lord 
Mansfield ? Or is he only the punch of the puppet- 
show, to speak as he is prompted by the chief juggler 
behind the curtain?* 

In public affairs, my lord, cunning, let it be ever 
so well wrought, will not conduct a man honorably 
through life. Like bad money, it may be current 
for a time, but it will soon be cried down. It can- 
not consist with a liberal spirit, though it be some- 
times united with extraordinary qualifications. When 
I acknowledge your abilities, you may believe I am 
sincere. I feel for human nature, when I see a man, 
so gifted as you are, descend to such vile practices. 

* This paragrapb gagged poor Leigh. I am really con- 
cerned for the man, and wish it were possible to open his 
mouth. He is a very pretty orator. 
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Yet do not suffer your vanity to console you too 
soon. Belieye me, my good lord, you are not ad- 
mired in the same degree in which you are detested. 
It is only the partiality of your friends that balances 
the defects of your heart with the superiority of 
your understanding. No learned man, even among 
your own tribe, thinks you qualified to preside in a 
court of common law: yet it is confessed, that, under 
Justiniany yon might have made an incomparable 
praetor. It is remarkable enough, but I hope not 

ominous, that the laws you understand best, and the 
judges you affect to admire most, flourished in the 

decline of a great empire, and are supposed to have 
contributed to its fall. 

Here, my lord, it may be proper for us to pause 
together. It is not for my own sake that I wish you 
to consider the delicacy of your situation. Be^^are 
how you indulge the first emotions of your resent- 
ment. This paper is delivered to the world, and can- 
not be recalled. The prosecution of an innocent 
printer cannot alter facts, nor refute arguments. Do 
not furnish me with &rther materials against your- 
self. An honest man, like the true religion, appeals 
to the understanding, or modestly confides in the in- 
ternal evidence of his conscience. The impostor em- 
ploys force instead of argument, imposes silence 
where he cannot convince, and propagates his charac- 
ter by the sword. JUNIUS 
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LETTER XLII. 

To THE Printer of the Public Advertiser. 
SIR, January 90, 1771. 

If we recollect in what manner the king^8 friends 
have been constantly employed, we shall have no rea- 
son to be surprised at any condition of disgrace to 
which the once respected name of Englishmen may 
be degraded. His majesty has no cares, but such as 
concern the laws and constitution of this country. In 
his royal breast there is no room left for resentment, 
no place for hostile sentiments against the natural 
enemies of his crown. The system of government is 
uniform : violence and oppression at home can only 
be supported by treachery and submission abroad. 
When the civil rights of the people are daringly in- 
vaded on one side, what have we to expect, but that 
their political rights should be deserted and betrayed, 
in the same proportion, on the other? The plan of 
domestic policy which has been invariably pursued 
from the moment of his present majesty's accession, 
engrosses all the attention of his servants. They 
know that the security of their places depends upon 
their maintaining, at any hazard, the secret system 
of the closet. A foreign war might embarrass, an un- 
favorable event might ruin the minister, and defeat 
the deep-laid scheme of policy to which he and his 
associates owe their employments. Rather than 
suffer the execution of that scheme to be delayed or 
interrupted, the king has ]3een advised to make a 
public surrender, a solemn sacrifice, in the face of all 
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Europe, not only of the interests of his subjects, but 
of his own personal reputation, and of the dignity 
of that crown which his predecessors have worn with 
honor. These are strong terms, sir, but they are sup- 
ported by fact and argument. 

The king of Great Britain has been for some years 
in possession of an island, to which, as the ministry 
themselves have repeatedly asserted, the Spaniards 
had no claim of right. The importance of the place 
is not in question ; if it were, a better judgment 
might be formed of it, from the opinion of lord 
Anson and lord Egmont, and from the anxiety of the 
Spaniards, than from any fallacious insinuations 
thrown out by men, whose interest it is to undervalue 
that property which they are determined to relin- 
quish. The pretensions of Spain were a subject of 
negotiation between the two courts. They had. been 
discussed, but not admitted. The king of Spain, in 
these circumstances, bids adieu to amicable negotia- 
tion, and appeals directly to the sword. The expe- 
dition against Port Egmont does not appear to have 
been a sudden, ill-concerted enterprise: it seems to 
have been conducted not only with the usual mili- 
tary precautions, but in all the forms and ceremonies 
of war. A frigate was first employed, to examfne 
the strength of the place. A message was then sent, 
demanding immediate possession, in the Catholic 
king's name, and ordering our people to depart. At 
last, a military force appears, and compels the garri- 
son to surrender. A formal capitulation ensues; 
and his miyesty's ship, which might at least have 
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been permitted to bring home his troopB immedi- 
ately, is detained in port twenty days, and her rud- 
der forcibly taken away. This train of facts carries 
no appearance of the rashness or violence of a Span- 
ish governor: on the contrary, the whole plan seems 
to have been formed and executed, in consequence of 
deliberate orders, and a regular instruction, from the 
Spanish court. Mr. Buccarelli is not a pirate, nor 
has he been treated as such by those who employed 
him. I feel for the honor of a gentleman, when I 
affirm, that our king owes him a signal reparation. 
Where will the humiliation of this country end ? A 
king of GiBat Britain, not contented with placing 
himself upon a level with a Spanish governor, de- 
scends so low as to do a notorious injustice to that 
governor. As a salvo for his own reputation, he has 
been advised to traduce the character of a brave 
officer, and to treat him as a common robber, when 
he knew, with certainty, that Mr. Buccarelli had 
acted in obedience to his orders, and had done no 
more than his duty. Thus it happens, in private life, 
with a man who has no spirit nor sense of honor. 
One of his equals orders a servant to strike him : in- 
stead of returning the blow to the master, his cour- 
age is contented with throwing an aspersion, equally 
false and public, upon the character of the servant. 
This short recapitulation was necessary to intro- 
duce the consideration of his msgesty's speech of the 
13th of November, 1T70, and the subsequent meas- 
ures of government. The excessive caution with 
which the speech was drawn up, had impressed upon 
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me aa early conviction, that no serions resentment 
was thought of, and that the conclusion of the busi- 
ness, whenever it happened, must, in some degree, be 
dishonorable to England. There appears, through 
the whole speech, a guard and reserve in the choice 
of expression, which shows how careful the ministry 
were not to embarrass their future projects by any 
firm or spirited declaration from the throne. When 
all hopes of peace are lost, his majesty tells his par- 
liament, that he is preparing, not for barbarous war, 
but (with all his mother's softness) for a different 
iittuUion. An open hostility, authorized by the 
Catholic king, is called an act of a governor. This 
act, to avoid the mention of a regular siege and sur- 
render, passes under the piratical description of seiz- 
ing by force ; and the thing taken is described, not as 
a part of the king's territory, or proper dominion, but 
merely as a possession ; a word expressly chosen in 
contradistinction to, and exclusion of, the ideas of 
righty and to prepare us for a future surrender both of 
the right and of the possession. Yet this speech, sir, 
cautious and equivocal as it is, cannot, by -any soph- 
istry, be accommodated to the measures which have 
since been adopted. It seemed to promise, that,^ 
whatever might be given up by secret stipulation, 
some care would be taken to save appearances to the 
public. The event shows us, that to depart, in the 
minutest article, from the nicety and strictness of 
punctilio, is as dangerous to national honor as to 
female virtue. The woman who admits of one famil- 
iarity seldom knows where to stop, or what to refuse ; 

18 
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and, when the counsels of a great coontiy give way 
in a single instance, when they once are inclined to 
sabmission, every step accelerates the rapidity of the 
descent. The ministry themselves, when they framed 
the speech, did not foresee that they should ever ac- 
cede to srch an accommodation as they have since 
advised their master to accept of. 

The king says, " The honor of my crown, and the 
rights of my people, are deeply a£fected." The 
Spaniard, in his reply, says, " I will give you back 
possession, but I adhere to my claim of prior right, 
reserving the assertion of it for a more favorable op- 
portunity." 

The speech says, ^'I made an immediate demand 
of satisfaction ; and, if that fails, I am prepared to do 
myself justice." This immediate demand must have 
been sent to Madrid on the 12th of September, or in 
a] few days after. It were certainly refused, or evaded, 
and the king has not done himself justice. When 
the first magistrate speaks to the nation, some care 
should be taken of his apparent veracity. 

The speech proceeds to say, ''I shall not disooa- 
ti&ae my preparations until I have received proper 
reparation for the injury." If this assurance may be 
r^ied on, what an enormous expense is entailed «tn<i 
die ujton this unhappy country ! Restitution of a 
possession, and reparation of an injury, are as differ-^ 
ent in substance as they are in language. The very 
act of restitution may contain, as in this instance it 
palpably does, a shameflil aggravation of the ixy'ury. 
A man of spirit does not measure the degree of aD 
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injury by the mere positive damage he has sustained ; 
he considers the principle on which it is founded ; 
he resents the superiority asserted over him ; and 
rejects with indignation the claim' of right which 
his adversary endeavors to establish, and would 
force him to acknowledge. 

The motives on which the Catholic king makes 
restitution, are, if possible, more insolent and dis- 
graceful to our sovereign, than even the declaratory 
condition annexed to it. After taking four months 
to consider whether the expedition was undertaken 
by his own orders or not, he condescends to disavow 
the enterprise, and to restore the island ; not from 
any regard to justice, not from any regard he bears 
to his Britannic migesty, but merely "from the per- 
suasion in which he is of the pacific sentiments of 
the king of Great Britain." 

At this rate, if our king had discovered the spirit ot 
a man, if he had made a peremptory demand of satis- 
faction, the king of Spain would have given him a per- 
emptory refusal. But why this unseasonable, this 
ridiculous mention of the king of Great Britain's pa- 
cific intentions ? Have they ever been in question ? 
Was he the aggressor ? Does he attack foreign pow- 
ers without provocation ? Does he even resist, when 
he is insulted ? No, sir : if any ideas of strife or hos- 
tility have entered his royal mind, they have a very 
different direction. The enemies of England have 
nothing to fear from them. After all, sir, to what 
kind of diiavowal has the king of Spain at last con- 
•ented ? Bupposing it made in proper time, it should 
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have been accompanied with instant irestitution; and 
if Mr. Buccarelli acted without orders, he deserved 
death. Now sir, instead of immediate restitution, 
we have a four months' negotiation ; and the officer, 
whose act is disavowed, returns to court, and is 
loaded with honors. 

If the actual situation of Europe be considered, the 
treachery of the king's servants, particularly of lord 
North, who takes the whole upon himself, will ap- 
pear in the strongest colors of aggravation. Our al- 
lies were masters of the Mediteranean. The king 
of France's present aversion from war and 
the distraction of his affairs, are notorious. 
He is now in a state of war with his people. In vain 
did the Catholic king solicit him to take part In the 
quarrel against us. His finances were in the last dis- 
order; and it was probable that his troops might 
find sufficient employment at home. In these circum- 
stances we might have dictated the law to Spain. There 
are no terms to which she might have been compelled 
to submit. At the worst, a war with Spain alone carries 
the fairest promise of advantage. One good effect, at 
least, would have been immediately produced by it. 
The desertion of France would have irritated her ally, 
and, in all probability, have dissolved the family 
compact. The scene is now fatally changed. The 
advantage is thrown away. The most favorable op- 
portunity is lost. Hereafter we shall know the 
value of it. When the French king is reconciled to 
his subjects — when Spain has completed her prepa- 
rations — when the collected strength of the house of 
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Bourbon attacks us at once, the king himself will be 
able to determine upon the wisdom or imprudence 
of his present conduct. As far as the probability of 
argument extends,we may safely pronounce,that a con- 
juncture, which threatens the very being of this coun- 
try, has been wilfully prepared and forwarded by our 
own ministry. How far the people may be animated 
to resistance, under the present administration, I 
know not ; but this I know, with certainty, that, 
under the present administration, or if any thing like 
it should continue, it is of very little moment whether 
we are a conquered nation or not.* 

Having travelled thus far in the high road of mat- 
ter of fact, I may now be permitted to wander a 
little into the field of imagination. Let us banish 
from our minds the persuasion that these events 
have really hapx>ened in the reign of the best of 
princes ; let us con8ider,them as nothing more than 
the materials of a fable, in which we may conceive 

* The kinff'8 acceptance of the Spanish ambassador's 
declaration is drawn up in barbarous French* and sigDed 
by the earl of Rochford. This diplomatlclord has spent 
his life in the study and practice of etiquettes^ and is 
supposed to be a profound master of the ceremonies. I 
will not insult him by any reference to grrammar or com- 
mon sense: if he wereeven acquainted with the common 
formsof his office, I should think him as well qualified 
for it, as anv man in his majesty's service. 1 he reader 
is requested to observe Lord Rochford' s method of au- 
thenticating a public instrument.— '*En foi de quoi, im>f 
soussignc, unnes principaux secretaires d'etat 8. M. B. 
ai Bigne la presente de ma signature ordinaire, et icello 
fait apposer le cachet de nos armes " In three lines there 
are no less than seven false concords. But the roan does 
not even Isnow the style of his office. If he had known 
it he would have said, **Nou8, soussigne secretaire d'etat 
de S. M. B. avonssigne, etc. 
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the sovereign of some other country to be concerned. 

I mean to violate all the laws of probability, when 
I suppose that this imaginary king, after having vol> 
untarily disgraced himself in the eyes of his subjects, 
might return to a sense of his dishonor; that he 
might perceive the snare laid for him by his minis- 
ters, and feel a spark of shame kindlinjg in his breast. 
The part he must then be obliged to act would over- 
whelm him with confusion. To his parliament he 
must say, **I called you together to receive your ad- 
vice, and have never asked your opinion." — To the 
merchant, "I have distressed your commerce; I have 
dragged your seamen out of your ships; I have 
loaded you with a grievous weight of insurances." — 
To the landholder, "I told you war was too probable, 
when I was determined to submit to any terms of aocom 
modation; I extorted new taxes from you before it was 
possible they could be wanted, and am now unable 
to account for the application of them." — To the 
public creditor, *'I have delivered up your fortune a 
prey to foreigners, t.nd to the vilest of your fellow 
subjects." Perhaps, this rei)enting prince might 
conclude with one general acknowledgement to them 
all: "I have involved every rank of my subjects 
in anxiety and distress ; and have nothing to offer 
you, in return, but the certainty of national dis- 
honor, an armed truce, and peace without security." 

If these accounts were settled, there would still re- 
main an apology to be made to his navy and to his 
army. To the first he would say, '* You were once 
the terror of the world. But go back to your 



JUNIUS. ^d 

harbors. A man, dishonored as I am, has no use for 
your service." It is not probable that he would ap- 
pear again before his soldiers, even in the pacific 
ceremony ot a review.* But, wherever he appeared, 
the humiliating confession would be extorted from 
him, — " I have received a blow, and had not spirit to 
resent it. I demanded satisfa<^ion, and have ac- 
cepted a declaration, in which the right to strike me 
again is asserted and confirmed." His countenance, 
at least, would 8x>eak this language, and even his 
guards would blush for him. 

But to return to our argument. The ministry, it 
seems, are laboring to draw a line of distinction 
between the honor of the crown and the rights of the 
people. This new idea has yet only been started in 
discourse ; for, in efiect, both objects have been equally 
sacrificed. I neither understand the distinction, nor 
what use the ministry propose to make of it. The 
king's honor is that of his people. Their real honor 
and real interest are the same. I am not contending 
for a" vain punctilio. A clear, unblemished character 
comprehends not only the integrity that will not 
offer, but the spirit that will not submit to an iiyury; 
and, whether it belongs to an individual or to a com- 
munity, it is the foundation of peace, of indepen- 
dence, and of safety. Private credit is wealth ; 
public honor is security. The feather that adorns 
the royal bird supports his flight. Strip him of his 

plumage, and you fix him to the earth. 

JUNIUS. 

* A mistake : he appears before them every da}% with 
a mark of a blow upon his face. Proh pudor! 
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LETTER XLin. 

To THB PBINTEB of THB PUBLIC ADVBBTISEB. 

SIR, February 6, 177L 

I hope your correspondent, Junius, is better em- 
ployed than in answering or reading the criticism of 
a newspaper. This is a task, from which, if we were 
inclined to submit to it, his friends ought to relieve 
him. Upon this principle, I shall undertake to 
answer Anti- Junius, more, I believe, to his conviction, 
than to his satisfaction. Not daring to attack the 
main body of Junius's last letter, he triumphs in 
having, as he thinks, surprised an out-post, and cut 
off a detached argument, a mere straggling proposi- 
tion. But even in this petty warfare he shall find 
himself defeated. 

Junius does not speak of the Spanish nation as the 
natural enemies of England ; he applies that descrip- 
tion with the strictest truth and justice, to the 
Spanish court. Form the moment when a prince of 
the house of Bourbon ascended that throne, their 
whole system of government was inverted, and be- 
came hostile to this country. Unity of possession 
introduced a unity of politics ; and Louis the Four- 
teenth had reason, when he said to his grandson 
"The Pyrenees are removed." The history of the 
present century is one continued confirmation of the 
prophecy. 

The assertion, "That violence and oppression at 
home can only be supported by treachery and sub- 
mission abroad," is applied to a free people, whose 
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rights are invaded, not to the goverument of a coun- 
try, where despotic or absolute power is confessedly 
vested in the prince ; and, with this application, the 
assertion is tme. An absolute monarch, having no 
points to carry at home, will naturally maintain the 
honor of his crown in all his transactions with foreign 
powers. But if we could suppose the sovereign of a 
free nation possessed with a design to make himself 
absolute, he would be inconsistent with himself, if he 
suffered his projects to be interrupted or embarrassed 
by a foreign war, unless that war tended, as in some 
cases it might, to promote his principal design. Of 
the three exceptions to this general rule of couduct, 
(quoted by Anti- Junius,) that of Oliver Cromwell is 
the only one in point. Harry the Eighth, by the 
submission of his parliament, was as absolute a 
prince as Louis the Fourteenth. Queen Elizabeth's 
government was not oppressive to the people, and as 
to her foreign wars, it ought to be considered, that 
they were unavoidable. The national honor was not 
in question : she was compelled to fight in defense 
of her own person, and of her title to the crown. In 
the common cause of selfish policy, Oliver Cromwell 
should have cultivated the friendship of foreign 
powers, or at least, have avoided disputes with them, 
the better to establish his tyranny at home. Had he 
been only a bad man, he would have sa<!rificed the 
honor of the nation to the success of his domestic 
policy. But, with all his crimes, he had the spirit of 
an Englishman. The conduct of such a man must 
always be an exception to vulgar rules. He had 



282 JUNIUS. 

abilities sufficient to reconcile contradictions, and to 
make a great nSition, at the same moment, unhappy 
and formidable. If it were not for the respect I bear 
the minister, I could name a man, who, without one 
grain of understanding, can do half as much as 
Oliver Cromwell. 

Whether or no there be a secret system in the 
doset, and what may be the object of it, are questions 
which can only be determined by apx>earance, and 
on which every man must decide for himself. 

The whole plan of Junius's letter proves, that he 
himself makes no distinction between the real honor 
of the crown and the real interest of the people. In 
the climax to which your correspondent olirjects, 
Junius adopts the language of the court, and, by 
that conformity, gives strength to his argument. 
He says that ^' the king has not only sacrificed the 
interest of the people, but] (what was likely to 
touch him more nearly) his personal reputation, and 
the dignity of his crown." 

The queries put by Anti-Junius can only be an- 
swered by the ministry. Abandoned as they are, I 
fancy they will not confess, that they have, for so 
many years, maintained possession of another man's 
property. After admitting the assertion of the min- 
istry, viz. "That the Spaniards had no rightful 
claim," and after justifying them for saying so, it is 
his business, not mine, to give us some good reason 
for their " suffering the pretensions of Spain to be a 
subject of negotiation." He admits the facts ; let 
him reconcile them if he c;'.n. 
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The last paragraph brings us back to the original 
question, Whether the Spanish declaration contains 
such a satisfaction as the king of Great Britain ought 
to have accepted? This was the field upon which 
he ought to have encountered Junius openly and 
fairly. But here he leaves the argument, as no 
longer defensible. I shall, therefore, conclude with 
one general admonition to my fellow subjects ; that, 
when they hear these matters debated, they should 
not suffer themselves to be misled by general decla- 
mations upon the conveniences of peace, or the mis- 
eries of war. Between peace and war abstractedly, 
there is not, there cannot, be a question, in the mind 
of a rational being. The real questions are, "" Have 
we any security that the peace we have so dearly 
purchased will last a twelvemonth?" and if not, 
" Have we, or have we not, sacrificed the fairest op- 
portunity of making war with advantage ?" 

PHILO JUNIUS. 



LETTER XLIV. 

To THB PRIirrEB OF THE PUBIilO ADVERTISER. 

SIR, April 22, ITTl. 

To write for profit, without taxing the press; to 
write for fame, and to be unknown ; to support the 
intrigues of faction, and to be disowned as a dan- 
gerous auxiliary by every party in the kingdom, are 
contradictions which the minister must reconcile be- 
fore I forfeit my credit with the public. I may quit 
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the service, but it would be absurd to suspect me of 
desertion. The reputation of these pax>er8 is an 
honorable pledge for my attachment to the people. 
To sacrifice a respected character, and to renounce 
the esteem of society, requires more than Mr. Wed- 
derbume's resolution; and though in him it was 
rather a profession than a desertion of his principles, 
(I speak tenderly of this gentleman; for, when 
treachery is in question, I think we should make 
allowances for a Scotchman) yet we have seen him in 
the house of commons overwhelmed with confusion, 
and almost bereft of his faculties. But, in truth, sir, 
I have left no room for an accommodation with the 
piety of St. James's. My offenses are not to be re-, 
deemed by recantation or repentance. On one side, 
our warmest patriots would disclaim me as a burthen 
to their honest ambition. On the other, the vilest 
prostitution, if Junius could descend to it, would 
lose its natural merit and influence in the cabinet, 
and treachery be no longer a recommendation to the 
royal favor. 

The persons, who, till within these few years, have 
been most distinguished by their zeal for high-church 
and prerogative, are now, it seems, the great assertors 
of the privileges of the house of commons. This sud- 
den alteration of their sentiments or language, car- 
ries with it a suspicious appearance. When I hear 
the undefined privileges of the popular branch of the 
legislature exalted by tories and Jacobites, at the ex- 
pense of those strict rights which are known to* the 
subject and limited by the laws, I cannot but suspect 
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that some mlschievotis scheme is in agitatioti) to des- 
troy hoth law and privilege, by opposing them to each 
other. They who have uniformly denied the power 
of the whole legislature to alter the descent of the 
crown, and whose ancestors, in rebellion against his 
majesty's family, have defended that doctrine at the 
hazard of their lives, now tell us, that privilege of par- 
liament is the only rule of right, and the chief security 
of the public freedom. I fear, sir, that, while forms 
remain, there has been some material change in the 
substance of our constitution. The opinions of these 
men were too absurd to be so easil^ renounced. 
Liberal minds are open to conviction; liberal doc- 
trines are capable of improvement. There are pro- 
selytes from atheism, but none from sux>er8tition. 
If their present professions were sincere, I think 
they could not be highly offended at seeing a ques- 
tion concerning parliamentary privilege unnecessarily 
started at a season so unfavorable to the house of 
commons, and by so very mean and. insignificant a 
person as the minor Onslow. They knew that the 
present house of commons, having commenced, hos- 
tilities with the people, and degraded the authority 
of "the laws by their own example, were likely enough 
to be resisted per fds et Tiefas. If they were really 
friends to privilege, they would have thought the 
question of right too dangerous to be hazarded at 
this season, and, without the formality of a conven- 
tion, would have left it undecided. 

I have been silent hitherto, though not from that 
•bameful indifference about the interests of society, 
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which too many of ns posseaEt, and call moderatuML 
I confess, sir, that I felt the prejudices of vsj educa- 
tion in favor of a house of c(Hnmon&. still hanging 
ahout me. I thought that a question between law 
and privilege could never be brought to a formal 
decision without inconvenience to the public service, 
or a manifest diminution of legal liberty; that it 
ought, therefore, to be carefully avoided : and when I 
saw that the violence of the house of commons had 
carried them too far to retreat, I determined not to 
deliver a hasty opinion upon a matter of so much 
delicacy and*importance. 

The state of things is much altered in this country 
since it was necssary to protect our representatives 
against the direct power of the crown. We have 
nothing to apprehend from prerogative, but every- 
thing from undue influence. Formerly, it was the 
interest of the people that the privileges of parliament 
should be left unlimited and undefined. At preeentj 
it is not only their interest, but I hold it to be essen- 
tially necessaiy to tiie preservation of the ^ionstitu- 
^ tion, that the privileges of parliament should be 
strictly ascertained, and confined within the nastovr- 
est bounds the nature of the institution wiU admit 
of. Upon the same principle on which I would fattv« 
resisted prerogative in the last century, I now resist 
privilege. It is indifferent to me, whether the crown, 
by its own immediate act, imposes new, and dispenses 
with old laws, or whether the same arbitrary power 
produces the same effects through the medium of 
the house of commons. We trusted our repreaento- 
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tives with privileges for their own defense and onrs. 
We cannot hinder their desertion, but we can pre- 
vent their carrying over their arms to the service of 
the enemy. It will, be said, that I begin with en- 
deavoring to reduce the argument concerning privi- 
lege to a mere question of convenience ; that I deny, 
at one moment, what I would allow at another ; and 
that, to resist the power of a prostituted house of 
commons, may establish a precedent injurious to all 
future parliaments. To this I answer, generally, 
that human affairs are in no instance governed by 
strict positive right. If change of circumstances 
were to have no weight in directing our conduct and 
opinions, the mutual intercourse of mankind would 
be nothing more than a contention between positive 
and equitable right. Society would be a state of war, 
and law itself would be ii^ustice. On this general 
ground, it is highly reasonable, that the degree of 
our submission to privileges which never have been 
defined by any positive law, should be considered 
as a question of convenience, and proportioned to the 
confidence we repose in the integrity of our repxe- 
sentatives. As to the irgury we may do to any ftitate 
and more respectable house of commons, I own I am 
not now sanguine enough to expect a more plentiful 
harvest of parliamentary virtue in one year than in 
another. Our political climate is severely altered; 
and, without dwelling upon the deprivity of modem 
times, I thmk no reasonable man will expect that, 
as human nature is constituted, the enormous influ- 
ence of the crown should cease to prevail over the 



888 JUNIUS, 

virtue of individuals. The mischief lies too deep to 
be cured by any remedy less than some great con- 
vulsions, which may either carry back the constitu- 
tion to its original principles, or utterly destroy it. 
I do not doubt that, in the first session after the next 
election, some popular measures may be adopted. 
The present house of commons have injured them- 
selves by a too early and public profession of their 
principles', and if a strain of prostitution, which had 
no example, were within the reach of emulation, it 
might be imprudent to hazard the experiment too 
soon. But, after all, sir, it is very immaterial 
whether a house of commons shall preserve their 
virtue for a week, a month, or a year. The influ- 
ence which makes a septennial parliament dependent 
on the pleasure of the crown, has a permanent opera- 
tion, and cannot fail of success. My premises, I 
know, will be denied in argument ; but every man's 
conscience tells him they are true. It remains, then, 
to be considered, whether it be for the interest of 
the people, that privilege of parliament* (which 
in respect to the purposes for which it has hitherto 
been acquiesced under, is merely nominal) should be 

** The necessity of securingr the house of commons 
against the king's power, so that no interruption might 
be given either to the attendance of the members in par- 
liament, or to the freedom of debate, was the foundation 
of parliamentary privilege; and we may observe, in all 
the addresses of new appointed speakers to the sover- 
eign, the utmost privilege they demand, is liberty of 
speech, and freedom from arrests. The very word prfvi- 
lege means no more than immunity, or a eafegard to the 
party who possesses It, and can never be constructed In- 
to an active power of Invading the rights of others. 
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contracted within some certain limits; or, whether 
the subject shall be left at the mercy of a power, 
arbitrary upon the face of it, and notoriously under 
the direction of the crown. 

I do not mean to decline the question of right; on 
the contrary, sir, I join issue with the advocates for 
privilege, and affirm, that, "excepting the cases 
wherein the house of commons are a court of judica- 
ture (to which, from the nature of their office, a co- 
ercive power must belong) and excepting such con- 
tempts as immediately interrupt their proceedings, 
they have no legal authority to imprison any man 
for any supposed violation of privilege whatsoever." 
It is not pretended that privilege, as now. claimed, 
has ever been defined or confirmed by statute: neither 
can it be said, with any color of truth, to be a part of 
the common law of England, which had grown into 
prescription long before we knew any thing of the 
existence of a house of commons. As for the law of 
parliament, it is only another name for the privilege 
in question ; and since the power of creating new 
privileges has been formally renounced by both 
houses, since there is no code in which we can study 
the law of parliament, we have but one way left to 
make ourselves acquainted with it ; that is, to com- 
pare the nature of the institution of a house of com- 
mons with the facts upon record. To establish a 
claim of privilege in either house, and to distinguish 
original right from usurpation, it must appear, that 
it is indispensably necessary for the performance of 
the duty they are employed in, and also that it has 

19 
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been uniformly allowed. From the first part of this 
description, it follows, clearly, that, whatever privil- 
ege does of right belong to the present house of com- 
mons, did equally belong to the first assembly of 
their predecessors, was so completely vested in them, 
and might have been exercised in the same extent. 
Prom the second we must infer, that privileges, 
which for several centuries were not only never 
allowed, but never even claimed by the house of 
commons, must be founded upon usurpation. The 
constitutional duties of a house of commons are not 
very complicated nor mysterious. They are to pro- 
pose or assent to wholesome laws, for the benefit of 
the nation. They are to grant the necessary aids to 
the king ; petition for the redress of grievances ; and 
prosecute treason or high crimes against the state. If 
unlimited privilege be necessary to the performance 
of these duties, we have reason to conclude, that, for 
many centuries after the institution of the house of 
commons, they were never performed. I am not 
bound to prove a negative ; but I appeal to the Eng- 
lish history, when I affirm, that, with the exceptions 
already stated, which yet I might safely relinquish, 
there is no precedent, from the year 1265, to the 
death of queen Elizabeth, of the house of commons 
having imprisoned any man (not a member of their 
house) for contempt or breach of privilege. In the 
most flagrant cases, and when their acknowledged 
privileges were most grossly violated, the poor com- 
monSy as they then styled themselves, never took the 
power of punishment into their own hands. They 
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either sought redress, by petition to the king, or, 
what is more remarkable, applied for justice to the 
house of lords: and, when satisfaction was denied 
them or delayed, their only remedy was to refuse 
proceeding upon the king's business. So little con- 
ception had our ancestors of the monstrous doctrines 
now maintained concerning privilege, that, in the 
reign of Elizabeth, even liberty of speech, the vital 
principle of a deliberate assembly, was restrained by 
the queen's authority to a simple ay or no ; and this 
restriction, though imposed upon three successive 
parliaments,* was never once disputed by the house 
of commons. 

I know there are many precedents of arbitrary 
commitments for contempt; but, besides that they 
are of too modem a date to warrant a presumption 
that such a power was originally vested in the house 
of commmons, fact alone does not constitute light. 
If it does, general warrants were lawful. An ordi- 
nance of the two houses 'has a force equal to law : 
and the criminal jurisdiction assumed by the com- 
mons in 1421, in the case of Edward Lloyd, is a good 
precedent to warrant the like proceedings against 
any man who shall unadvisedly mention the folly of 
a king, or the ambition of a princess. The truth is, 
sir, that the greatest and most exceptionable part of 
the privileges now contended for, were introduced 
and asserted by a house of commons, which abolished 
both monarchy and peerage, and whose proceedings, 

* In the years 1603, 1597, and 1001. 
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although they ended in one glorious act of substantial 
justice, could no way be reconciled to the forms of 
the constitution. Their successors profited by their 
example, and confirmed their power by a moderate 
or popular use of it. Thus it grew, by degrees, firom 
a notorious innovation ot one x>criod, to be tacitly ad- 
knitted as the privilege of parliament at another. 

If, however^ it could be proved, from considera- 
tions of necessity or convenience, that an unlimited 
power of commitment ought to be entrusted to the 
house of commons, and that, in factj they have exer- 
cised it without opposition, still, in contemplation ol 
law, the presumption is strongly agaiust them. It is 
a leading maxim of the laws of England (and with 
out it all laws are nugatory) that there is no ri^t 
without a remedy, nor any legal power without a 
legal course to carry it into effect. Let the power, 
now in question, be tried by this rule. The speaker 
issues his warrant of attachment. The party at- 
tached either resists force with force, or appeals to a 
magistrate, who declares the warrant illegal, and 
discharges the prisoner. Does the law provide no 
legal means for enforcing a legal warrant ? Is there 
no regular proceeding pointed out in our law books, 
to assert and vindicate the authority of so high a 
court as the house of commons ? The question is 

9 

answered directly by the fact; their unlawful com- 
mands are resisted, and they have no remedy. The 
imprisonment of their own members is revenge in- 
deed ; but it is no assertion of the privilege they 
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contend for.* Their whole proceeding stops; and 
there (hey stand, ashamed to retreat, and unable to 
advance. Sir, these ignorant men should be in- 
formed, that the execution of the laws of England is 
not left in this uncertain, defenseless condition. If 
the process of the courts of Westminster -hall be re- 
sisted, they have a direct course to enforce submission. 
The court of king's bench commands the sheriff to 
raise the posse comitatus ; the courts of chancery and 
exchequer issue a writ of rebellion ; which must also 
be supported, if necessary, by the power of the county. 
To whom will our honest representatives direct their 
writ of rebellion ? The guards, I doubt not, are 
willing enough to be employed; but they know 
nothing of the doctrine of writs, and may think it 
necessary to wait for a letter from lord Barrington. 

It may now be objected to me, that my arguments 
prove too much : for that certainly there may be in- 
stances of contempt and insult to the house of com- 
mons, which do not fall within my own exceptions, 
yet, in regard to the dignity of the house, ought not 
to pass unpunished. Be it so. The courts of criminal 
jurisdiction are open to prosecutions, which the attor- 
ney-general may commence by information or indict- 
ment. A libel tending to asperse or vilify the house 
of commons, or any of their members, may be as 
severely punished in the court of king's bench, as a 



* Upon their own principles, they should have commit- 

"Mr. ■ ~ 

jn the lord mayc , 

repeatedly ordering him to attend, they at last adjourned 



ted Mr. Wilkes, who had been guilty of a greater offense 
than even the lord mayor or alderman Oliver. But, after 



beyond the day appointed for his attendance, and, by this 



>poiTi 
Bion, 



mean, pitiful evasion, gave up the point. 
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libel upon the king. M. de Grey thought so, when he 
drew up the information of my letter to his majesty, 
or he had no meaning in charging it to be a scanda- 
lous libel upon the house of commons. In my opin- 
ion, they would consult their real dignity much bet- 
ter, by appealing to the laws, when they are offended, 
than by violating the first principle of natural justice, 
which forbids us to be judges, when we are parties to 
the cause.* 

I do not mean to pursue them through the re- 
mainder of their proceedings. In their first resolu- 
tions, it is possible they might have been deceived by 
ill-considered precedents. For the rest, there is no 
color of palliation or excuse. They have advised the 
king to resume a power of dispensing vrith the laws 
by royal proclamation ;t and kings, we see, are ready 

* '* If it be demanded, in case a subject should be comr 
mitted by either house for a matter manifestly out of 
their jurisdiction. What remedy can he have? I answer, 
that it cannot well be ima^ned that the law, which favors 
nothing: more than the liberty of the subject, should grive 
us a remedy against commitments by the king himself, 
appearing to be illegal, and yet give us no manner of re- 
dress against a commitment by our fellow subjects, 
equally appearing to be unwarranted. But, as this is a 
case which I am persuaded, will never happen, it seems 
needless over-nicely to examine it." Hawkins^ ii. 110. 

N. B. He was a good lawyer, but no prophet. 

t That their practice might be every way conformable 
to their principles, the house proceeded to advise the 
crown to publish a proclamation, universally acknowl- 
edged to be illegal. Mr. Moreton publicly protested 
against it before it was issued; and lord Mansfield, 
though not scrupulous to an extreme, speaks of it with 
horror. It is remarkable enough, that the very men who 
advised the proclamation, and who hear it arraigned 
every day, both within doors and without, are not daring 
enough to utter one word in its defense ; nor have they 
ventured to take the least notice of Mr. Wilkes, for the 
discharging the persons apprehended under it. 
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enough to follow such advice. By mere violenoe, and 
without the shadow of right, they have expunged 
the record of a judicial proceeding.* Nothing re- 
mained but to attribute to their own vote a power of 
stopping the whole distribution of criminal and civil 
justice. 

The public virtues of the chief magistrate have 
long since ceased to be in question. But, it is said, 
that he has private good' qualities; and I myself 
have been ready to acknowledge them. They are 
now brought to the test. If he loves his people, he 
will dissolve the i>arliament, which they can never 
confide in or respect. If he has any regard for his 
own honor, he will disdain to be any longer con- 
nected with such abandoned prostitution. But, if it 
were conceivable, that a king of this country had 
lost all sense of personal honor, and all concern for 
the welfare of his subjects, I confess, sir, I should be 
contented to renounce the forms of the constitution 
once more, if there' were no other way to obtain sub- 
stantial justice for the people. f JUNIUS. 



* Lord Chatham very properly called this the act of a 
mob, not of a senate. 

t When Mr. Wilkes was to be punished, they made no 
scruple about the privileges of parliament; andalthougrh 
it was as well known as any matter of public record and 
uninterrupted custom could be, *' That the members of 
either house are privilegred, except in case of treason, 
felony, or breach of peace," they declared, without hesi- 
tation, *'That privileiare of parliament did not extend to 
the case of a seditious libel:" and undoubtedly they 
would have done the same if Mr. Wilkes had been prose- 
cuted for any other misdemeanor whatsover. The minis- 
try, are, of a sudden, grown wonderfully careful of 
privileges which their predecessors were as ready to in- 
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LETTER XLV. 

To THE Printer of the Public Advertiser. 
SIR, May 1, 1770. 

They who object to detached parts of Jonias's 
last letter, either do not mean him fairly, or have 
not considered the general scope and course of his 
aignment. There are degrees in all the private vices ; 
why not in public prostitution? The influence of 
the crown naturally makes a septennial parliament 
dependent. Does it follow, that every house of com- 
mons will plunge at once into the lowest depths of 
prostitution? Junius supposes, that the present 
house of commons, in going such enormous lengths, 
have been imprudent to themselves, as well as 
wicked to the public; that their example is not 
within the reach of emulation ; and that, in the first 
session after the next election, some popular meas- 
ures may probably be adopted. He does not expect 
that a dissolution of parliament will destroy corrup- 

vade. The known laws of the land, the rights of the 
subject, the sanctity of charters, and the reverence due 
to our magistrates, must all give way, without question 
or resistance, to a privilege of which no man knows 
either the origin or the extent. The house of commons 
judge of their own privileges without appeal: they may 
take offense at the most innocent action, and imprison 
the person who offends them during their arbitrary will 
and pleasure. The party has no remedy : he cannot ap- 
peal from their jurisdiction; and if he questions the 
privilege which he is supposed to have violatedj it be- 
comes an aggravation of his offense. Surely this doc- 
trine is not to be found in Magna Charta. If it be admit- 
ted without limitation, I affirm, that there is neither law 
nor liberty in this kingdom. We are the slaves of the 
house of commons; and, through them, we are the 
slaves of the king and his ministers. Anonymous. 
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tion, but that, at least, it will be a check and terror 
to their successors, who will have seen, that, in fla- 
grant cases, their constituents can and will interpose 
with effect. After all, sir, yon will not endeavor to 
remove or alleviate the most dangerous symptoms, 
because you cannot eradicate the disease? Will you 
not punish treason or parricide, because the sight of 
a gibbet does not prevent highway robberies? 
When the main argument of Junius is admitted to 
be unanswerable, I think it would become the minor 
critic, who hunts lor blemishes, to be little more dis- 
trustful of his own sagacity. The other objection is 
hardly worth an answer. When Junius observes, 
that kings are ready enough to follow sttch advice, 
he does not mean to insinuate, that, if the advice of 
parliament were good, the king would be so ready 
to follow it. PHILO JUNIUS. 



LETTER XLVL 

To THB Prutter or thb Publio Adtebtisbb. 
Sm, May 25, ITTL 

I confess my partiality to Junius, and feel a 
considerable pleasure in being able to communicate 
any thing to the public in support of his opinions. 
The doctrine laid down in his last letter, concerning 
the power of the house of commons to commit for 
contempt, is not so new as it apx>eared to many peo- 
ple; who dazzled with the name of privilege j had 
never suffered themselves to examine the question 
fairly. In the course of my reading this morning, I 
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met with the following passage in the journals of the 
house of commons, (Vol. i. p. 603.) Upon occasion of 
a jurisdiction unlawfully assumed by the house in the 
year 1621, Mr. attorney -general Noye gave his opinion 
as follows : ^' No doubt but in some cases, this house 
may give judgment, in matters of returns, and con- 
cerning members of our house, or falling out in our 
view in parliament ; but, for foreign matters, know- 
eth not how we can judge it; knoweth not that we 
have been used to give judgment in any case, but 
those before mentioned." 

Sir Edward Coke, upon the same subject, says, 
(page 604,) "No question but this is a house of 
record, and that it hath power of judicature in some 
cases ; have power to judge of returns and members 
of our house. Once, no member, offending out of the 
parliament, when he came hither, and justified it, was 
censured for it." 

Now, sir, if you will compare the opinion of these 
great sages of the law with Junius's doctrine, you 
will find they tally exactly. He allows the power of 
the house to commit their own members, which, how- 
ever, they may grossly abuse ; he allows their power 
in cases where they are acting as a court of judica- 
ture, viz., elections, returns, etc., and he allows it in 
such contempts as immediately interrupt their pro-* 
ceedings; or, as Mr. Noye expresses Unfailing out in 
their view in parliament. 

They who would carry the privileges of parliament 
farther then Junius, either do not mean well to the 
public, or know not what they are doing. The gov- 
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eminent of England is a government of law. We 
betray onrselves, we contradict the spirit of our laws, 
and we shake the whole system of English jurispru- 
dence, whenever we entrust, a discretionary power 
over the life, liberty, or fortune of the subject, to any 
man, or set of men, whatsoever, upon a presumption 
that it wiU not be abused. PHILO JUNIUS. 



LETTER XLVn. 

» 

To THE Printer of the Pitblio Advertiser. 

SIR, May 28. im. 

Any man who takes the trouble of perusing the 
journals of the house of commons, will soon be con- 
vinced, that very little, if any regard at all, ought to 
be paid to the resolutions of one branch of the legis- 
lature, declaratory of the law of the land, or even ol 
what they .call the law of parliament. It will appear 
that these resolutions have no one of the properties 
by which, in this country particularly, law is dis- 
tinguished from mere will and pleasure; but that, on 
the contrary, they bear every mark of a power arbi- 
trarily assumed and capriciously applied : that they 
are usually made in time of contest, and to serve 
some unworthy purpose of passion or party ; that the 
law is seldom declared until after the fact by which 
it is supposed to be violated; that l^slation and 
jurisdiction are united in the same persons, and exer- 
cised at the same moment; and that a court from 
which there is no appeal, assumes an original juris- 
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diction in a criminal case. In short, sir, to collect a 
thousand absurdities into one mass, "we have a law 
which cannot be known, because it is ex post facto: 
the party is both legislator and judge, and the juris- 
diction is without appeal/' Well might the judges 
say, "The law of parliament is above us." 

You will not wonder, sir, that with these qualifi- 
cations, the declaratory resolutions of the house ol 
commons should appear to be in perpetual contradic- 
tion, not only to common sense, and to the laws we 
are acquainted with (and which alone we can obey,) 
but even to one another. I was led to trouble you 
with these observations by a passage, which, to speak 
in lutestring, / met with this morning in the course of 
my reading^ and upon which I mean to put a ques- 
tion to the advocates for privilege. On the 8th of 
March, 1704, ( Vide Journals, Vol. xiv. p. 666,) the 
house thought proper to come to the following resolu- 
tions: 1. " That no commoner of England, committed 
by the house of commons for breach of privilege or 
contempt of that house, ought to be, by any writ of 
Habeas CorpuSj made to appear in any other place, or 
before any other judicature, during that session of 
parliament wherein such person was so committed." 

2. " That the sergeant-at-arms, attending this house, 
do make no return of, or yield any obedience to, the 
said writs of Habeas Corpus ; and for such refusal, 
that he have the protection of the house of com- 
mons."* 

* If there be, in reality, any such law in England as the 
lanio of parliament^ which (under the exception stated in 
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Welbore Ellis, what say yon ? Is this the law ol 
parliament, or is it not ? I am a plain man, sir, and 
cannot follow you through the phlegmatic forms of 
an oration. Speak out, Gildrig, say yes or no. If 
you say yes, I shall then inquire by what authority 
Mr. de Grey, the honest lord Mansfield, and the 
barons of the exchequer, dared to grant a writ ol 
ffaheaa Corpus for bringing the bodies of the lord 
mayor and Mr. Oliver before them ; and why the 
lieutenant of the Tower made any return to a writ, 
which the house of commons had, of a similar in- 
stance, declared to be unlawful. If you say no, take 
care jrou do not at once give up the cause in support 
of which you have so long and so laboriously tortured 
your understanding. Take care you do not confess 
that there is no test by which we can distingaish, no 
evidence by which we can determine, what is, and 
what is not, the law of parliament. The resolutions 
I have quoted, stand upon your journals, uncontro- 
verted and unrepealed : they contain a declaration 
of the law of parliament, by a court competent to the 
question, and whose decision, as you and lord Mans- 
field say, must be law, because there is no appeal 
from it : and they were made not hastily, but after 

my letter on privilege) I confess, after long deliberation, 
1 very much doubt, it certainly is not constituted by, nor 
can it be collected from, the resolutions of either bouse, 
whether enacting or declaratory, 1 desire the reader will 
compare the above resolutions of the year 1704, with the 
following of the 3d of April, 1628.—" Resolved, That the 
writs of Habeas Corpus cannot be denied, but ought to be 
granted to every man that is committed or detained in 
prison, or otherwise restrained by the command of the 
king, the privy council, or any other, he praying the 
same." 
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loDg deliberation apon a constitutional question. 
What farther sanction or solemnity will you annex 
to any resolution of the present house of commons, 
beyond what appears upon the face of those two reso- 
lutions, the legality of which you now deny? If 
you say that parliaments are not infallible, and that 
queen Anne, in consequence of the violent proceed- 
ings of that house of commons, was obliged to pro- 
rogue and dissolve them, I shall agree with you very 
heartily, and think that the precedent ought to be 
followed immediately. But you, Mr. Ellis, who hold 
this language, are inconsistent with your own prin- 
ciples. You have hitherto maintained, that the house 
of commons are the sole j udges of their own privileges, 
and that their declaration does ipso facto constitute 
the law of parliament ; yet now you confess that par- 
liaments are fallible, and that their resolutions may 
be illegal; consequently that their resolutions do 
Twt constitute the law of parliament. When the king 
was advised to dissolve the present parliament, you 
advised him tell his subjects, that " he was careful 
not to assume any of those powers which the consti- 
tution had placed in other hands," etc. Yet queen 
Anne, it seems, was justified in exerting her preroga- 
tive to stop a house of commons, whose proceedings, 
compared with those of the assembly of which you 
are a most worthy member^ were the perfection of 
justice and reason. 

In what a labyrinth of nonsense does a man in- 
volve himself who labors to maintain falsehood by 
argument ! How much better would it become the 



JUNIUS. 303 

dignity of the honse of commons, to speak plainly to 
the people, and tell us, at once, " that their will must 
be obeyed : not because it is lawful and reasonablCj 
but because it is their will ! " Their constituents 
would have a better opinion of their candor, and, I 
promise you, not a worse opinion of their integrity. 

PHILO JUNIUS. 



LETTER XLVIII 

To HIS Grace the Duke of Grafton. 
MT LORD, J una 22, 1771. 

The profound respect I bear to the gracious 
prince who governs this country, with no less honor 
to himself than satisfaction to his subjects, and who 
restores you to your rank under his standard, will 
save you from a multitude of reproaches. The at- 
tention I should have paid to your failings, is invol- 
untarily attracted to the hand that rewards them; 
and though I am not so partial to the royal judg- 
ment as to affirm, that the favor of a king can re- 
move mountains of infamy, it serves to lessen, at 
least, (for undoubtedly it divides) the burden. While 
I remember how much is due to his sacred character, 
I cannot, with any decent apx>earance of propriety, 
call you the meanest and basest fellow in the king- 
dom. I protest, my lord, I do not think you so^ 
You will have a dangerous rival in that kind of fame 
to which you have hitherto so happily directed yout 
ambition, so long as there is one man living whd 
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thinks you are worthy of his confidence, and fit to be 
trusted with any share in his government. I confess 
you have great intrinsic merit ; but take care you do 
not value it too highly. Consider how much of it 
would have been lost to the world, if the king had 
not graciously affixed his stamp, and given it cur- 
rency among his subjects. If it be true that a virtu- 
ous man, struggling with adversity, be a scene 
worthy of the gods, the glorious contention between 
you and the best of princes deserves a circle equally 
attentive and respectable : I think I already see 
other gods rising from the earth to behold it. 

But this language is too mild for the occasion. The 
king is determined that our abilities shall not be lost 
to society. The perpetration and description of new 
crimes will find employment for us both. My lord, 
if the persons who have been loudest in their pro- 
fessions of patriotism, had done their duty to the 
public with the same zeal snd perseverance that I 
did, I will not assert that government would have 
recovered its dignity, but at least our gracious 
sovereign must have spared his subjects this last in- 
sult ;* which, if there be any feeling left among us, 
they will resent more than even the real injuries 
they received frt)m every measure of your grace's 
administration. In vain would he have looked 
round him ibr another character so consummate as 
yours. Lord Mansfield shrinks from his principles : , 
his ideas of government, perhaps, go farther than 
your own, but his heart disgraces the theory of his 

* The duke was lately appointed lord privy seal. 
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understanding. Charles Fox is yet in blossom ; and 
as for Mr. Wedderbume, there is something about 
him which even treachery cannot trust. For the 
present, therefore, the best of princes must have con- 
tented himself with lord Sandwich. You would long 
since have received your final dismission and reward) 
and I, my lord, who do not esteem you the more for 
the high office you possess, would willingly have 
followed you to your retirement. There is surely 
something singularly benevolent in the character of 
our sovereign. From the moment he ascended the 
throne, there is no crime of which human nature is 
capable (and I call upon the recorder to witness it) 
that has not appeared venial in his sight. With any 
other prince, the shameful desertion of him in the 
midst of that distress which you alone had created, 
in the very crisis of danger, when he fancied he saw 
the throne surrounded by men of virtue and abilities, 
would have outweighed the memory of your former 
services. But his majesty is full of justice, and un- 
derstands the doctrine of compensations. He re- 
members, with gratitude, how soon you had accom- 
modated your morals to the necessity of his service ; 
how cheerfully you had abandoned the engagements 
of private friendship, and renounced the most solemn 
professions to the public. The sacrifice of lord Chat- 
ham was not lost upon him. Even the cowardice 
and perfidy of deserting him may have done you no 
disservice in his esteem. The instance was painful, 
but the principle might please. 
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You did not neglect the magistrate while you 
flattered the man. The expulsion of Mr. Wilkes, 
predetermined in the cabinet ; the power of depriv- 
ing the subject of his birthright, attributed to a 
resolution of one branch of the legislature ; the con- 
stitution impudently invaded by the house of com- 
mons ; the right of defending it treacherously re- 
nounced by the house of lords ; these are the strokes, 
my lord, which, in the present reign, recommend to 
office and constitute a minister. They would have 
determined your sovereign's judgment, if they had 
made no impression upon his heart. We need not 
look for any other species of merit to account for his 
taking the earliest opportunity to recall you to his 
councils. But you have other merit in abundance. 
Mr. Hine, the duke of Portland, and Mr. Yorke : — 
Breach of trust, robbery, and murder. You would 
think it a compliment to your gallantry, if I added 
rape to the catalogue ; but the style of your amours 
secures you from resistance. I know how well these 
several charges have been defended. In the first 
instance, the breach of trust is supposed to have been 
its own reward. Mr. Bradshaw affirms, upon his 
honor, (and so may the gift of smiling never depart 
from him!) that you reserved no part of Mr. Hine's 
purchase-money for your own use, but that every 
shilling of it was scrupulously paid to governor 
Burgoyne. Make haste, my lord; another patent, 
applied in time, may keep the Oaks* in the family. 

• A superb villa of CQlonel Burgoyne, about this time 
advertised for sale. 
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If not, Birnham>Wood, I fear, must come to the 
Macaroni, 

The duke of Portland was in life your earliest 
friend. In defense of his property, he had nothing 
to plead but equity against sir James Lowther, and 
prescription against the crown. You felt for your 
friend: Imt the law munt take its course. Posterity 
will scarce believe that lord Bute's son-in-law had 
barely interest enough at the treasury to get his 
grant completed before the general election.! 

Enough has been said of that detestable transaction 
which ended in the death of Mr. Yorke : I cannot 
speak of it without horror and compassion. To ex- 
cuse yourself, you publicly impeach your accomplice ; 
nnd to his mind, perhaps, the accusation may be 
flattery. But in murder you are both principals. It 
was once a question of emulation ; and« if the event 
had not disappointed the immediate schemes of the 
closet, it might still have been a hopeful subject of 
jest and merriment between you. 

This letter, my lord, is only a preface to my future 
correspondence. The remainder of the summer shall 
be dedicated to your amusement. I mean now and 
then to relieve the severity of your morning studies, 
and to prepare you for the business of the day. 
Without pretending to more than Mr. Bradshaw's 
sincerity, you may rely upon my attachment as long 

as you are in oflBce. 

t It will appear by a subsequent letter, that the duke's 
precipitation proved fatal to the grant. It looks like the 
hurry and confusion of a young highwayman, who takes 
a few shillings, but leaves the purse and watch behind 
him. And yet the duke was an old offender. 
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Will your grace forgive me, if I venture to express 

some anxiety for a man whom I know you do not 

love ? My lord Weymouth has cowardice to plead, 

and a desertion of a later date than your own. You 

know the privy-seal was intended for him; and if 

you consider the dignity of the post he deserted, you 

will hardly think it decent to quarter him on Mr. 

Rigby. Yet he must have bread, my lord; or, 

rather, he must have wine. If you deny him the 

cup, there will be no keeping him within the pale of 

the ministry. 

JUNIUS. 



LETTER XLIX. 
To HIS Grace the Duke of Grafton. 

MY LORD, July 9, 1771. 

The influence of your grace's fortune still 
seems to preside over the treasury. The genius of 
Mr. Bradshaw inspires Mr. Robinson.* How remark- 
able it is (and I speak of it not as a matter of re- 
proach, but as something peculiar to your character) 
that you have never yet formed a friendship, which 
has not been fatal to the object of it ; nor adopted a 
cause, to which, one way or other, you have not done 
mischief ! Your attachment is infamy while it lasts ; 
and, which ever way it turns, leaves ruin and dis- 
grace behind it. The deluded girl, who yields to 

* By an intercepted letter fiom the secretary of the 
treasury, It appeared, that the friends of government were 
to be veiTJ active in supporting the ministerial nomination 
of sheriffs. 
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• 
such a profligate, even while he is constantj forfeUn 
her reputation as well as her innocence, and lindH 
herself abandoned at last to misery and shame. Thus 
it happened with the best of princes. Poor Dingley, 
too ! I protest I hardly know which of them we 
ought most to lament ; the unhappy man who sinks 
under the sense of his dishonor, or him who survives 
it. Characters so finished are placed beyond the 
reach of panegyric Death has fixed his seal upon 
Dingley ; and you, my lord, have set your mark up- 
on the other. 

The only letter I ever addressed to the king was 
so unkindly received, that I believe I shall never 
presume to trouble his majesty in that way again. 
But my zeal for his service is superior to neglect ; 
and, like Mr. Wilkes's patriotism, thrives by persecu- 
tion. Yet his majesty is much addicted to useful 
reading; and, if I am not il-informed, has honored 
the Public Advertiser with particular attention. I 
have endeavored, therefore, and not vnthout success, 
(as perhaps, you may remember,) to fhmish it with 
such interesting and edifying intelligence, as prob- 
ably would not reach him through any other chan- 
nel. The services you have done the nation, your 
integrity in office, and signal fidelity to your ap- 
proved good master, have been faithfully recorded. 
Nor have his own virtues been entirely neglected. 
These letters, my lord, are read in other countries, 
and in other languages ; and I think I may affirm, 
without vanity, that the gracious character of the 
beet of princes is by this time, not only perfectly 
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known to his subjects, bat tolerably well understood 
by the rest of Europe. In this respect alone I have 
the advantage of Mr. Whitehead. His plan I think 
is too narrow. He seems to manufeicture his verses 
for the sole use of the hero who is supposed to be 
the subject of them, and, that his meaning may not 
be exported in foreign bottoms, sets all translation at 
defiance. 

Your grace's re-appointment to a seat in the cabi- 
net was announced to the public by the ominous re- 
turn of lord Bute to this country. When that nox- 
ious planet approaches England, he never fails to 
bring plague and pestilence along with him. The 
king already feels the malignant effect of your influ- 
ence over his councils. Your former administration 
made Mr. Wilkes an alderman of London and repre- 
sentative of Middlesex. Your next appearance in 
office is marked with his election to the shrievalty. 
In whatever measure you are concerned, you are not 
only disappointed of success, but always contrive to 
make the government of the best of princes contemp- 
tible in his own eyes, and ridiculous to the whole 
world. Making all due allowance for the effect of 
the minister's declared interposition, Mr. Robinson's 
activity, and Mr. Home's new zeal in support of ad- 
ministration, we still want the genius of the duke of 
Grafton to account for committing the whole interest 
of government in the city to the conduct of Mr. Har- 
ley. I will not bear hard upon your faithful friend 
and emissary, Mr. Touchet ; for I know the difficul- 
ties of his situation, and that a few lottery tickets 
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are of use to his economy. There is a proverh con- 
cerning persons in the predicament of this gentleman, 
which, however, cannot be strictly applied to him; 
They commence dupes and finish knaves. Now, Mr. 
Touchet's character is uniform. I am convinced that 
his sentiments never depended upon his circum- 
stances ; and that, in the most prosperous state ot 
his fortune, he was always the very man he is at 
present. But was there no other person of rank and 
consequence in the city, whom government could 
confide in, but a notorious Jacobite ? Did you imag- 
ine that the whole body of the dissenters, that the 
whole whig interest of London, would attend at the 
levee, and submit to the directions of a notorious 
Jacobite? Was there no whig magistrate in the 
city, to whom the servants of George the Third could 
entrust the management of a business so very inter- 
esting to their master as the election of sheriflfs? Is 
there no room at St. James's but for Scotchmen 
and Jacobites? My lord, I do not mean to question 
the sincerity of Mr. Harley's attachment to his 
miyesty's government. Since the commencement of 
the present reign, I have seen still greater contradic- 
tions reconciled. The principles of these worthy 
Jacobites are not so absurd as they have been repre- 
sented. Their ideas of divine right are not so 
much annexed to the person or jfomily, 
as to the political character of the sovereign. 
Had there ever been an honest man among the Stuarts, 
his majesty's present friends would have been whigs 
upon principle. But the conversion of the best of 
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princes has removed their scruples. They have for- 
given him the sins of his Hanoverian ancestors, and 
acknowledged the hand of Providence in the descent 
of the crown upon the head of a true Stuart In you 
my lord, they also behold, with a kind of predilection 
which borders upon loyalty, the natural representa- 
tive of that illustrious family. The mode of your 
descent from Charles the Second is only a bar to 
your pretentions to the crown, and no way interrupts 
the regularity of your succession to all the virtues 
of the Stuarts. 

The unfortunate success of the reverend Mr. Home s 
endeavors in support of the ministerial nomination 
of sheriffs, will, I fear, obstruct his preferment. Per- 
mit me to recommend him to your grace's protection. 
You will find him copiously gifted with those quali- 
ties of the heart which usually direct you in the 
choice of your friendshii)s. He too was Mr. Wilkes's 
friend, and as incapable as you are of the liberal re- 
sentment of a gentleman. No, my lord ; it was the 
solitary, vindictive malice of a monk, brooding over 
the infirmities of his friend, until he thought they 
quickened into public life, and feasting with a ran- 
corous rapture upon the sordid catalogue of his dis- 
tresses. Now let him go back to his cloister. The 
church is a proper retreat for him. In his principles 
he is already a bishop. 

The mention of this man has moved me from my 
natural moderation. Let me return to your grace. 
You are the pillow upon which I am determined to 
rest all my resentments. What idea can the best of 
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sovereigns form to himself of his own government ? 
In what repute can he conceive that he stands with 
the people, when he sees, beyond the possibility of a 
doubt, that) whatever be the office, the suspicion ot 
his &ivor is &tal to the candidate ; and that, when 
the party he wishes well to, has the fairest prospect 
of success, if his royal inclination should unfortu- 
nately be discovered, it drops like an acid, and turns 
the election? 

This event, among others, may, perhaps, contribute 
to open his migesty's eyes to his real honor and in- 
terest In spite of all your grace's ingenuity, he may, 
at last, perceive the inconvenience of selecting, with 
such a curious felicity, every villain in the nation to 
fill the various departments of his government. Yet 
I should be sorry to confine him in the choice either of 

his footmen or his friends. 

JUNIUS. 



LETTER L. 

Fbom thb Bbv. Mb. Horns to Juiaus. 
BIB, July 13, 1771. 

jPar«c, Comedy y and Tragedy, — Wilkes j Foote, 
and Junius — united at the same time against one 
poor parson, are fearftQ odds. The two former are 
only laboring in their vocation, and may equally 
plead, in espouse, that their aim is a livelihood. I 
admit the plea for the second : his is an honest callingr 
and my clothes were lawful game ; but I cannot so 
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readily approve Mr. Wilkes, or commend him for 
making patriotism a trade, and a fraadnlent trade. 
Bat what shall I say to Jnnins? the grave, the 
solemn, the didactic! Ridicule, indeed, has been 
ridicnloosly called the test of truth: bnt sorely, to 
confess that yon lose your natural moderation when 
mention is made of the man, does not promise much 
truth or justice when you speak of him yourself. 

You charge me with ^'a new zeal in support of ad- 
ministration,'' and with ^' endeavors in support of the 
ministerial nomination of sheriff." The reputation 
which your talents have deservedly gained to the 
signature of Junius, draws from me a reply, which I 
disdained to give to the anonymous lies of Mr. Wilkes. 
You make frequent use of the word gentleman; I only 
call myself a man^ and desire no other distinction. If 
you are either, you are bound to make good your 
charges, or to confess that you have done me a hasty 
injustice upon no authority. 

I put the matter fairly to issue. I say that, so far 
from any " new zeal in support of administration," I 
am possessed with the utmost abhorrence of their 
measures ; and that I have ever shown myself, and 
am still ready, in any rational manner, to lay down 
all I have — my life, in opposition to those measures. 
I say, that I have not, and never have had, any com- 
munication or connection of any kind, directly or in- 
directly, with any courtier or ministerial man, or 
any of their adherents ; that I never have received, 
or solicited, or expected, or desired, or do now hope 
for, any reward of any sort, from any partyor set of 
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men in administiation or opposition. I say, that I 
never nsed any ** endeavois in support of the minis- 
terial nomination of sheriff f that I did not solicit 
any one liveryman for his vote for any one of the 
candidates, nor employ any other person to solicit ; 
and that I did not write one single line or word in 
fkvor of Messrs. Plomhe and Kirkman, whom I under- 
stand to have been supported by the ministry. 

Tou are bound to refute what I here advance, or 
to lose your credit for veracity. You must produce 
facts ; surmise and general abuse, in however elegant 
language, ought not to pass for proofs. You have 
every advantage, and I have every disadvantage : you 
are unknown ; I give my name. All parties, both in 
and out of administration, have their reasons (which 
I shall relate hereafter) for uniting in their wishes 
against me: and the popular prejudice is as strongly 
in your &vor as it is violent against the parson. 

Singular as my present situation is, it is neither 
painful, nor was it unforseen. He is not fit for public 
business, who does not, even at his entrance, prepare 
his mind for such an event. Health, fortune, tran- 
quillity, and private connections, I have sacrificed 
upon the altar of the public ; and the only return I 
received, because I will not concur to dupe and mis- 
lead a senseless multitude, is barely, that they have 
not yet torn me in pieces. That this has been the 
only return is my pride and a source of more real 
satis&ction than honors or prosperity. I can practice, 
before I am old, the lessons I learned in my youth ; 
nor shall I foiget the words of my ancient monitor : 
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" 'Tis the last key-stone 
That makes the arch ; the rest that there were put, 
Are nothing till that comes to bind and shut; 
Then stands it a triumphal mark 1 Then men 
Observe the strength, the height, the why and when 
It was erected; and still, walking under. 
Meet some new matter to look up and wonder I" 

I am, suT) your humble servant, 

JOHN HORNK 



LETTER LI. 

To THX Reverend Mb. Hobnb. 

SIR, July 24, im. 

I cannot descend to an altercation with you in 
the newspapers: but since I have attacked your char- 
acter, and you complain of injustice, I think you 
have some right to an explanation. You defy me to 
prove, that you ever solicited a vote, or wrote a word 
in support of the ministerial aldermen. Sir, I did 
never suspect you of such gross folly. It would have 
been impossible for Mr. Home to have solicited votes, 
and very difficult to have written in the newspapers 
in defense of that cause, without being detected, and 
brought to shame. Neither do I pretend to any in- 
telligence concerning you, or to know more of your 
conduct than you yourself have thought proper to 
communicate to the public. It is from your own let- 
ters, I conclude, that you have sold yourself to the 
ministry : or, if that charge be too severe, and suppos- 
ing it possible to be deceived by appearances so very 
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strongly against yoU) what are your friends to say in 
your defense ? Must they not confess, that, to gratify 
your personal hatred of Mr. Wilkes, you sacrificed, as 
far as depended on your interest and abilities, the 
cause of the country ? I can make allowances for the 
violence of the passions ; and if ever I should be con- 
vinced that you had no motive but to destroy Wilkes, 
I shall then be ready to do justice to your character, 
and to declare to the world, that I despise you some- 
what less than I do at present. But, as a public man, 
I must for ever condemn you. You cannot but know, 
(nay, you dare not pretend to be ignorant) that the 
highest gratifications of which the most detestable 
* * in this nation is capable, would have been the 
defeat of Wilkes. I know that man much better than 
any of you. Nature intended him only for a good- 
humored fool. A systematical education, with long 
practice, has made him a consummate hypocrite. Yet 
this man, to say nothing of his worthy ministers, you 
have most assiduously labored to gratify. To exclude 
Wilkes, it was not necessary you should solicit votes 
ibr his opponents. We incline the balance as effect- 
ually by lessening the weight in one scale, as increas- 
ing it in the other. 

The mode of your attack upon Wilkes (though I 
am far from thinking meanly of your abilities) con- 
vinces me that you either want judgment extremely, 
or that you are blinded by you resentment. You 
ought to have foreseen that the charges you urged 
against Wilkes could never do him any mischief. 
After all, when we expected discoveries highly inter- 
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That makes the arch ; the rest that there were put. 
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I ani) sir, your humble servant, 

JOHN HORNE. 



LETTER LI. 

To THB BeVEREND MR. HORNB. 

SIR, July 24, mt : 

I cannot descend to an altercation with you in 
the newspapers: but since I have attacked your char- 
acter, and you complain of ii^justice, I think you 
have some right to an explanation. You defy me to 
prove, that you ever solicited a vote, or wrote a word 
in support of the ministerial aldermen. Sir, I did 
never suspect you of such gross folly. It would have 
been impossible for Mr. Home to have solicited votes, 
and very difficult to have written in the newspapers 
in defense of that cause, without being detected, and 
brought to shame. Neither do I pretend to any in- 
telligence concerning you, or to know more of your 
conduct than you yourself have thought proper to 
communicate to the public. It is from your own let- 
ters, I conclude, that you have sold yourself to the 
ministry : or, if that charge be too severe, and suppos- 
ing it possible to be deceived by appearances so very 
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strongly against yoU) what are your friends to say in 
your defense ? Most they not confess, that, to gratify 
your personal hatred of Mr. Wilkes, you sacrificed, as 
fax as depended on your interest and abilities, the 
cause of the country ? I can make allowances for the 
violence of the passions ; and if ever I should be con- 
vinced that you had no motive but to destroy Wilkes, 
I shall then be ready to do justice to your character, 
and to declare to the world, that I despise you some- 
what less than I do at present. But, as a public man, 
I must for ever condemn you. You cannot but know, 
(nay, you dare not pretend to be ignorant) that the 
highest gratifications of which the most detestable 
* * in this nation is capable, would have been the 
defeat of Wilkes. I know that man much better than 
any of you. Nature intended him only for a good- 
humored fool. A systematical education, with long 
practice, has made him a consummate hypocrite. Yet 
this man, to say nothing of his worthy ministers, you 
have most assiduously labored to gratify. To exclude 
Wilkes, it was not necessary you should solicit votes 
Sot his opponents. We incline the balance as effect- 
ually by lessening the weight in one scale, as increas- 
ing it in the other. 

The mode of your attack upon Wilkes (though I 
am far from thinking meanly of your abilities) con- 
vinces me that you either want judgment extremely, 
or that you are blinded by you resentment. You 
ought to have foreseen that the charges you urged 
against Wilkes could never do him any mischief. 
After all, when we expected discoveries highly inter- 
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esting to the community , what a pitiftil detail did it 
end in! — some old clothes, — a Welch pony — ^a French 
footman — and a hamper of claret. Indeed, Mr. Home, 
the public should and will forgive him his claret and 
his footman, and even the ambition of making his 
brother chamberlain of London, as long as he stands 
forth against a ministry and parliament who are do- 
ing every thing they can to enslave the country, and 
as long as he is a thorn in the king's side. You will 
not suspect me of setting up Wilkes for a perfect char- 
acter. The question to the public is, where shall we 
find a man who, with purer principles, will go the 
lengths, and run the hazards, that he has done ? The 
season calls for such a man, and he ought to be sup- 
ported. What would have been the triumph of that 
odious hypocrite and his minions, if Wilkes had been 
defeated ! It was not your fault, reverend sir, that 
he did not ei\joy it completely. But now, I promise 
you, you have so little power to do mischief, that I 
much question whether the ministry will adhere to 
the promises they have made you. It will be in vain 
to say that I am a partisan of Mr. Wilkes, or per- 
sonally your enemy. You will convince no man, for 
you do not believe it yourself. Yet I confess I am a 
little offended at the low rate at which you seem to 
value my understanding. I beg, Mr Home, you win 
hereafter believe, that I measure the integrity of men 
by their conduct, not by their professions. Such 
tales may entertain Mr. Oliver, or your grandmother; 
but, trust me, they are thrown away upon Junius. 
You say you are a man. Was it generous, was it 
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manly, repeatedly to introduce into a newspaper, the 
name of a young lady with whom you must hereto- 
fore have lived on terms of politeness and good hu- 
mor ? But I have done with y ou. In my opinion, 
your credit is irrevocably ruined. Mr. Townshend, I 
think, is nearly in the same predicament. Poor Oliver 
has been shamefully duped by you. You have made 
him sacrifice all the honor he got by his imprison- 
ment. As for Mr. Sawbridge, whose character I really 
respect, I am astonished he does not see through your 
duplicity. Never was so base a design so poorly con- 
ducted. This letter,^ you see, is not intended for the 
public ; but, if you think it will do you any service, 
you are at liberty to publish it. 

JUNIUS. 



LETTER Ln. 

From the Rev. Mr. Horne to Junius . 
SIR, July 31, ITO. 

• You have disappointed me. When I told you 
that surmise and general abuse, in however el^ant 
language, ought not to pass for proo&, I evidently 
hinted at the reply which I expected, but you have 
dropped your usual elegance, and seem willing to try 
what will be the effect of surmise and general abuse 
in very coarse language. Your answer to my last let- 
ter (which, I hope, was cool, and temperate, and 

♦ This letter was transmitted privately by the printer to 
Mr. Home, at Junius' s request. Mr. Home returned it 
to the printer, with directions to publish it. 
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modest) has convinced me, that mj idea of a man is 
much superior to yours of a gentleman. Of your 
former letters, I have always said, Materiam supera- 
bat opus : I do not think so of the present : the prin- 
ciples are more detestable than the expressions are 
mean and illiberal. I am contented that all those 
who adopt the one should for ever load me with the 
other. 

I appeal to the common sense of the public, to 
which I have ever directed myself: I believe they 
have it ; though I am sometimes half inclined to sus- 
pect that Mr. Wilkes has found a truer judgment of 
mankind than I have. However, of this I am sure, 
that there is nothing else upon which to place a steady 
reliance. Trick, and low cunning, and addressing 
their prejudices and passions, may be the fittest means 
to carry a particular point ; but if they have not 
common sense, there is no prospect of gaining for 
them any real permanent good. The same passions 
which have been artfully used by an honest man for 
their advantage, may be more artfully employed by 
a dishonest man for their destruction. I desire t^iem 
to apply their common sense to this letter of Junius, 
not for my sake, but their own ; it concerns them 
most nearly ; for the principles it contains lead to dis- 
grace and ruin, and are inconsistent with every no- 
tion of civil society. 

The charges which Junius has brought against me, 
are made ridiculous by his own inconsistency and 
self-contradiction. He charges me positively with 
'' a new zeal in support of administration ;" and with 
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nndeistaiidiiig. Charles Fox is yet in blossom ; and 
as for Mr. Wedderbame, there is somethijig about 
him which even treachery cannot trust. For the 
present, therefore, the best of princes must have con- 
tented himself with lord Sandwich. You would long 
since have received your final dismission and reward) 
and I, my lord, who do not esteem you the more for 
the high office you possess, would willingly have 
followed you to your retirement. There is surely 
something singularly benevolent in the character of 
our sovereign. From the moment be ascended the 
throne, there is no crime of which human nature is 
capable (and I call upon the recorder to witness it) 
that has not appeared venial in his sight. With any 
other prince, the shameful desertion of him in the 
midst of that distress which you alone had created, 
in the very crisis of danger, when he fancied he saw 
the throne surrounded by men of virtue and abilities, 
would have outweighed the memory of your former 
services. But his msgesty is full of justice, and un- 
derstands the doctrine of compensations. He re- 
members, with gratitude, how soon you had accom- 
modated your morals to the necessity of his service ; 
how cheerfully you had abandoned the engagements 
of private friendship, and renounced the most solemn 
professions to the public. The sacrifice of lord Chat- 
ham was not lost upon him. Even the cowardice 
and perfidy of deserting him may have done you no 
disservice in his esteem. The instance was painfhl, 
but the principle might please. 
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princes has removed their scruples. They have for- 
given him the sins of his Hanoverian ancestorSi and 
acknowledged the hand of Providence in the descent 
of the crown upon the head of a true Stuart In you 
my lord, they also behold, with a kind of predilection 
which borders upon loyalty, the natural representa- 
tive of that illustrious family. The mode of your 
descent from Charles the Second is only a bar to 
your pretentions to the crown, and no way interrupts 
the regularity of your succession to all the virtues 
of the Stuarts. 

The unfortunate success of the reverend Mr. Home s 
endeavors in support of the ministerial nomination 
of sheriffs, will, I fear, obstruct his preferment. Per- 
mit me to recommend him to your grace's protection. 
You will find him copiously gifted with those quali- 
ties of the heart which usually direct you in the 
choice of your friendships. He too was Mr. Wilkes's 
friend, and as incapable as you are of the liberal re- 
sentment of a gentleman. No, my lord ; it was the 
solitary, vindictive malice of a monk, brooding over 
the infirmities of his friend, until he thought they 
quickened into public life, and feasting with a ran- 
corous rapture upon the sordid catalogue of his dis- 
tresses. Now let him go back to his cloister. The 
church is a proper retreat for him. In his principles 
he is already a bishop. 

The mention of this man has moved me from my 
natural moderation. Let me return to your grace. 
You are the pillow upon which I am determined to 
rest all my resentments. What idea can the best of 
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sovereigns form to himself of his own government? 
In what repnte con he conceive that he stands with 
the people, when he sees, beyond the possibility of a 
donbt, that, whatever be the office, the suspicion ot 
his &vor is fatal to the candidate ; and that, when 
the party he wishes well to, has the fairest prospect 
of snccess, if his royal inclination should unfortu- 
nately be discovered, it drops like an acid, and turns 
the election? 

This event, among others, may, perhaps, contribute 
to oi>en his migesty's eyes to his real honor and in- 
terest. In spite of all your grace's ingenuity, he may, 
at last, perceive the inconvenience of selecting, with 
such a curious felicity, every villain in the nation to 
fill the various departments of his government. Yet 
I should be sorry to confine him in the choice either of 

his footmen or his friends. 

JUNIUS. 



LETTER L. 

From thb Rbv. Ub. Horns to Junius. 

SIB, July 13, 1771. 

Fane, Comedy, and Tragedy. — Wilkes, Foote, 
and Juniu8 — united at the same time against one 
Ix)or parson, are fearful odds. The two former are 
only laboring in their vocation, and may equally 
plead, in ei^cnse, that their aim is a livelihood. I 
admit the plea for the second : his is an honest calling) 
and my clothes were lawful game ; but I cannot so 
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readily approve Mr. Wilkes, or commend him for 
making patriotism a trade, and a fraudulent trade. 
But what shall I say to Junius? the grave, the 
solemn, the didactic! Ridicule, indeed, has been 
ridiculously called the test of truth : but surely, to 
confess that you lose your natural moderation when 
mention is made of the man, does not promise much 
truth or justice when you speak of him yourself. 

You charge me with " a new zeal in support of ad- 
ministration," and with ^' endeavors in support of the 
ministerial nomination of sheriff." The reputation 
which your talents have deservedly gained to the 
signature of Junius, draws from me a reply, which I 
disdained to give to the anonymous lies of Mr. Wilkes. 
You make frequent use of the word gentleman; I only 
call myself a manj and desire no other distinction. If 
you are either, you are bound to make good your 
charges, or to confess that you have done me a hasty 
injustice upon no authority. 

I put the matter fairly to issue. I say that, so far 
from any " new zeal in support of administration," I 
am possessed with the utmost abhorrence of their 
measures ; and that I have ever shown myself, and 
am still ready, in any rational manner, to lay down 
all I have — my^ life, in opposition to those measures. 
I say, that I have not, and never have had, any com- 
munication or connection of any kind, directly or in- 
directly, with any courtier or ministerial man, or 
any of their adherents ; that I never have received, 
or solicited, or expected, or desired, or do now hope 
for, any reward of any sort, from any partyor set of 
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men in administration or opposition. I say, that I 
never nsed any ** endeavors in support of the minis- 
terial nomination of sherifi^ ;" that I did not solicit 
any one liveryman for his vote for any one of the 
candidates, nor employ any other person to solicit ; 
and that I did not write one single line or word in 
favor of Messrs. Plumbe and Kirkman, whom I under- 
stand to have been supported by the ministry. 

Yon are bonnd to refute what I here advance, or 
to lose your credit for veracity. You must produce 
&cts ; surmise and general abuse, in however elegant 
language, ought not to pass for proofs. You have 
every advantage, and I have every disadvantage : you 
are unknown ; I give my name. All parties, both in 
and out of administration, have their reasons (which 
I shall relate hereafter) for uniting in their wishes 
against me: and the popular prejudice is as strongly 
in your fovor as it is violent against the parson. 

Singular as my present situation is, it is neither 
painful, nor was it unforseen. He is not fit for public 
business, who does not, even at his entrance, prepare 
his mind for such an event. Health, fortune, tran- 
quillity, and private connections, I have sacrificed 
upon the altar of the public ; and the only return I 
received, because I will not concur to dupe and mis- 
lead a senseless multitude, is barely, that they have 
not yet torn me in pieces. That this has been the 
only return is my pride and a source of more real 
satisfaction than honors or prosperity. I can practice, 
before I am old, the lessons I learned in my youth ; 
nor shall I forget the words of my ancient monitor: 
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*' 'Tis the last key-^tone 
That makes the arch; the rest that there were put. 
Are nothing: till that comes to bind and shut; 
Then stands it a triumphal mark I Then men 
Observe the strength, the height, the why and when 
It was erected; and still, walking under. 
Meet some new matter to look up and wonder r 
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I am, sir, your humble servant, 

JOHN HORNE. 



LETTER LI. 
To THX Beverend Mr. HORiae. 
SIB, July 24, mi. . 

I camiot descend to an altercation with you in 
the newspapers: but since I have attacked your char- 
acter, and you complain of ii\justice, I think you 
have some right to an explanation. Ton defy me to 
prove, that you ever solicited a vote, or wrote a word 
in support of the ministerial aldermen. Sir, I did 
never suspect you of such gross folly. It would have 
been impossible for Mr. Home to have solicited votes, 
and very difficult to have written in the newspapers 
in defense of that cause, without being detected, and 
brought to shame. Neither do I pretend to any in- 
telligence concerning you, or to know more of your 
conduct than you yourself have thought proper to 
communicate to the public. It is from your own let- 
ters, I conclude, that you have sold yourself to the 
ministry : or, if that charge be too severe, and suppos- 
ing it possible to be deceived by appearances so very 
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strongly against you, what are your friends to say in 
your defense ? Must they not confess, that, to gratify 
your personal hatred of Mr. Wilkes, you sacrificed, as 
fan as depended on your interest and abilities, the 
cause of the country ? I can make allowances for the 
violence of the passions ; and if ever I should be con- 
vinced that you had no motive but to destroy Wilkes, 
I shall then be ready to do justice to your character, 
and to declare to the world, that I despise you some- 
what less than I do at present. But, as a public man, 
I must for ever condemn you. You cannot but know, 
(nay, you dare not pretend to be ignorant) that the 
highest gratifications of which the most detestable 
^ * in this nation is capable, would have been the 
defeat of Wilkes. I know that man much better than 
any of you. Nature intended him only for a good- 
humored fool. A systematical education, with long 
practice, has made him a consummate hypocrite. Yet 
this man, to say nothing of his worthy ministers, you 
have most assiduously labored to gratify. To exclude 
Wilkes, it was not necessary you should solicit votes 
ibr his opponents. We incline the balance as effect- 
ually by lessening the weight in one scale, as increas- 
ing it in the other. 

The mode of your attack upon Wilkes (though I 
am far from thinking meanly of your abilities) con- 
vinces me that you either want judgment extremely, 
or that you are blinded by you resentment. You 
ought to have foreseen that the charges you urged 
against Wilkes could never do him any mischief. 
After all, when we expected discoveries highly inter- 
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esting'to the commnnity, what a pitifdl detail did it 
end in! — ^some old clothes, — a Welch pony — a French 
footman — and a hamper of claret. Indeed, Mr. Home, 
the public should and will forgive him his claret and 
his footman, and even the ambition of making his 
brother chamberlain of London, as long as he stands 
forth against a ministry and parliament who are do- 
ing every thing they can to enslave the country, and 
as long as he is a thorn in the king's side. You will 
not suspect me of setting up Wilkes for a perfect char- 
acter. The question to the public is, where shall we 
find a man who, with purer principles, will go the 
lengths, and run the hazards, that he has done ? The 
season calls for such a man, and he ought to be sup- 
ported. What would have been the triumph of that 
odious hypocrite and his minions, if Wilkes had been 
defeated ! It was not your fault, reverend sir, that 
he did not eiyoy it completely. But now, I promise 
you, you have so little power to do mischief, that I 
much question whether the ministry will adhere to 
the promises they have made you. It will be in vain 
to say that I am a partisan of Mr. Wilkes, or per- 
sonally your enemy. You will convince no man, for 
you do not believe it yourself. Yet I confess I am a 
little offended at the low rate at which you seem to 
value my understanding. I beg, Mr Home, you win 
hereafter believe, that I measure the integrity of men 
by their conduct, not by their professions. Such 
tales may entertain Mr. Oliver, or your grandmother; 
but, trust me, they are thrown away upon Junius. 
You say you are a man. Was it generous, was it 
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manly, repeatedly to introduce into a newspaper, the 
name of a young lady with whom you must hereto- 
fore have lived on terms of politeness and good hu- 
mor ? But I have done with y on. In my opinion, 
your credit is irrevocably ruined. Mr. Townshend, I 
think, is nearly in the same predicament. Poor Oliver 
has been shamefully duped by you. You have made 
him sacrifice all the honor he got by his imprison- 
ment. As for Mr. Sawbridge, whose character I really 
respect, I am astonished he does not see through your 
duplicity. Never was so base a design so poorly con- 
ducted. This letter,^ you see, is not intended for the 
public ; but, if you think it will do you any service, 
you are at liberty to publish it. 

JUNIUS. 



LETTER LII. 

From the Rev. Mr. Hobne to Junius. 
SIR, July 31, 1771. 

• You have disappointed me. When I told you 
that surmise and general abuse, in however el^ant 
language, ought not to pass for proofs, I evidently 
hinted at the reply which I expected, but you have 
dropped your usual elegance, and seem willing to try 
what will be the effect of surmise and general abuse 
in very coarse language. Your answer to my last let- 
ter (which, I hope, was cool, and temperate, and 

* This letter was transmitted privately by the printer to 
Mr. Home, at Junius's request. Mr. Home returned it 
to the printer, with directions to publish it. 
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modest) has convinced me, that my idea of a man is 
mnch superior to yours of a gentleman. Of your 
former letters, I have always said, Mdteriam supera- 
hat opus : I do not think so of the present : the prin- 
ciples are more detestable than the expressions are 
mean and illiberal. I am contented that all those 
who adopt the one should for ever load me with the 
other. 

I appeal to the common sense of the public, to 
which I have ever directed myself: I believe they 
have it ; though I am sometimes half inclined to sus- 
pect that Mr. Wilkes has found a truer judgment of 
mankind than I have. However, of this I am sure, 
that there is nothing else upon which to place a steady 
reliance. Trick, and low cunning, and addressing 
their prejudices and passions, may be the fittest means 
to carry a particular point ; but if they have not 
common sense, there is no prospect of gaining for 
them any real permanent good. The same passions 
which have been artfully used by an honest man for 
their advantage, may be more artfully employed by 
a dishonest man for their destruction. I desire ttiem 
to apply their common sense to this letter of Junius, 
not for my sake, but their own ; it concerns them 
most nearly ; for the principles it contains lead to dis- 
grace and ruin, and are inconsistent with every no- 
tion of civil society. 

The charges which Junius has brought against me, 
are made ridiculous by his own inconsistency and 
self-contradiction. He charges me positively with 
*^ a new zeal in support of administration f and with 
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understanding. Charles Fox is yet in blossom ; and 
as for Mr. Wedderbume, there is something about 
him which even treachery cannot trust. For the 
present, therefore, the best of princes must have con- 
tented himself with lord Sandwich. You would long 
since have received your final dismission and reward) 
and I, my lord, who do not esteem you the more for 
the high office you possess, would willingly have 
followed you to your retirement. There is surely 
something singularly benevolent in the character of 
our sovereign. From the moment he ascended the 
throne, there is no crime of which human nature is 
capable (and I call upon the recorder to witness it) 
that has not appeared venial in his sight. With any 
other prince, the shameful desertion of him in the 
midst of that distress which you alone had created, 
in the very crisis of danger, when he fancied he saw 
the throne surrounded by men of virtue and abilities, 
would have outweighed the memory of your former 
services. But his msgesty is full of justice, and un- 
derstands the doctrine of compensations. He re- 
members, with gratitude, how soon you had accom- 
modated your morals to the necessity of his service ; 
how cheerfully you had abandoned the engagements 
of private friendship, and renounced the most solemn 
professions to the public. The sacrifice of lord Chat- 
ham was not lost upon him. Even the cowardice 
and i>erfidy of deserting him may have done you no 
disservice in his esteem. The instance was painftil, 
but the principle might plea^. 



20 



334 JUNIUS 

eannections ; and who think thej gain mare hy pro- 
coring one additional vote to their party in the hoose 
of oomnums, than bj adding their langoid prc^ertj, 
and feeble character, to the abilities of a Chatham, 
or the confidence of a public 

Whatever may be the erent of the present wretched 
state of politics in this conntry, the principles ot 
Junius will suit no form of gOTemment. Th^ are 
not to be tolerated under any constitution. Personal 
enmity is a motive fit only for the deviL Whoeyer, 
or whatever is sovereign, demands the respect and 
support of the people. The union is formed for their 
happiness, which cannot be had without mutual re- 
spect; and he counsels maliciously who would per- 
suade either to a wanton breach of it. When it is 
banished by either party, and when eveiy method 
has been tried in vain to restore it, there is no remedy 
but a divorce ; but even then he must have a hard 
and a wicked heart indeed, who punishes the greatest 
criminal merely for the sake of the punishment ; and 
who does not let fall a tear for every drop of blood 
that is shed in a public struggle, however just the 

quarrel. 

JOHN HOBNE. 



LETTER LIIL 

To THB Printer of thb Public Adybrtiser. 

SIR, August 15, 1771. 

I ought to make an apology to the duke of 
Grafton, for suffering any part of my attention to be 
diverted firom his grace to Mr. Home. I am not 
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justified by the similarity of their dispositions. Pri- 
vate vices, however detestable, have not dignity suffi- 
cient to attract the censure of the press, unless they 
are united with the power of doing some signal mis- 
chief to the community. Mr. Home's situation does 
not Correspond with his intentions. In my opinion, 
(which I know will be attributed to my usual vanity 
and presumption) his letter to me does not de- 
serve an answer. But I understand that the public 
are not satisfied with my silence ; that an answer is 
expected from me ; and that if I persist in refusing 
to plead, it will be taken for conviction. I should 
be inconsistent with the principles I profess, if I de- 
clined an appeal to the good sense of the people, or 
did not willingly submit myself to the judgment of 
my peers. 

If any coarse expressions have escaped me, I am 
ready to agree that they are unfit for Junius to make 
use of; but I. see no reason to admit that they have 
been improperly applied.' 

Mr. Home, it seems, is unable to comprehend how 
an extreme want of conduct and discretion can con- 
sist with thb abilities I have allowed him ; nor can 
he conceive that a very honest man, with a very good 
understanding, may be deceived by a knave. His 
knowledge of human nature must be limited indeed. 
Had he never mixed with the world, one would have 
thought that even his books might have taught him 
better — Did he hear lord Mansfield when he defended 
his doctrine concerning libels ? Or when he stated 
the law in prosecutions for criminal conversation ? 
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Or when he deHveied his reasons for calling the 
house of lords together to receire a copy of his 
charge to the jury in Woodfedl^ trial? Had he been 
present npcm any of these oocaaons, he wonld have 
seen how possible it is for a man of the first talents 
to confound himself in absurdities, which would dis- 
grace the lips of an idiot. Perhaps the example 
might have taught him not to ralue his own under- 
standing 80 highly. Lord Lyttleton's integrity and 
judgment are unquestionable; yet he is known to 
admire that cunning Scotchman, and rerily believes 
him an honest man. I speak to facts, with which all 
of us are conversant. I speak to men, and to their 
experience; and will not descend to answer the little 
sneering sophistries of a collegian. Distinguished 
talents are not necessarily connected with discretion. 
If there be any thing remarkable in the character of 
Mr. Home, it is, that extreme want of judgment 
should be united with his very moderate capacity. — 
Tet I have not forgotten the acknowledgment I made 
him ; he owes it to my bounty : and though his let- 
ter has lowered him in my opinion, I scorn to retract 
the charitable donation* 

I said it would be veiy difficult for Mr. Home to 
write directly in defense of a ministerial measure, 
and not to be detected, and even that difficulty I con- 
fined to his particular situation. He changes the 
terms of the proposition, and supposes me to assert, 
that it would be impossible for any man to write for 
the newspapers, and not be discovered. 

He repeatedly affirms, Or intimates at least, that 
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he knows the author of these letters. With what 
color of truth) then, can he pretend, " That I am no 
where to be encountered but in a newspaper?" I 
shall leave him to his suspicions. It is not necessaiy 
that I should confide in the honor and discretion of 
a man, who already seems to hate me with as much 
rancor as if I had formerly been his friend. But he 
asserts, that he has traced me through a variety of 
signatures. To make the discovery of any impor- 
tance to his purpose, he should have proved, either 
that the fictitious character of Junius has not been 
consistently supported, or that the author has main- 
tained different principles under different signatures. 
I cannot recall to my memory the numberless trifles 
I have written ; but I rely upon the consciousness of 
my own integrity, and defy him to fix any colorable 
chaige of inconsistency upon me. 

I am not bound to assign the secret motives of his 
apparent hatred of Mr. Wilkes : nor does it follow 
that I may not judge fairly of his conduct, though it 
were true that I had no conduct of my own. Mr. 
Home enlarges with rapture upon the importance of 
his services; the dreadful battles which he might 
have been engaged in, and the dangers he has escaped. 
In support of the formidable description he quotes 
verses without mercy. The gentleman deals in ficr 
tion, and naturally appeals to the evidence of the 
poets. Taking him at his word, he cannot but ad- 
mit the superiority of Mr. Wilkes in this line of ser- 
vice. On one side, we see nothing but }flfijjgina?jy 
gJgtresB ; on the ptb^r, wf lee wftl proseputiQ^ i ?§ftl 
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■lu^i iwnuKiiia; life icpcstedljr luui- 
mut laaauatJL ■ni—ii the ccnainty of 

V3U iwB IK •tixET tn. yhe cvgaienKBt. but il is the 
wivmiai icudis v^ Aaares Ae iwaid. 

I Hal :ws sneao. » t&enj. x^ast Mr. Home had been 
JB. jtfSTv wrsasL I^ wmM dtifeas m j own por- 
MK SIC *» ailiiw ^a a decree of Merit which ag- 
sca-raas^KCuIs. ThieTajehai;iee''ol'eoBtribatiiig 
lis Ttc3M86 <i6m» B» :W|>y*in a wnisteridd measure," 
Tmryiti» Jtt aekaswIiitisiBflii W his fotmo services. 
If ^ isidatic ^Nwe been dKCm^udied bj his apparent 
jea^ 31 dedMue «c' she coauaoa caose. he could not 
]Mv ^dKxzBcviii&iNibydesertzBgh. As Ibrmyself, 
tc V 3!i» JiniBS a «^iiesSMB^ '^ Whether I shall mix with 
tile uorjiu:,. Jiai ttiLe a sagle share in the danger. 
W^«;never J;i3ia& appears, he mnsl encounter a host 
ec' enemjes. Eat is chexe no honorable waj to serve 
the pabuc. wiihoo? engapinp in personal quarrels 
with iiz:5i^^^Li:k':iai ladiTidaalSw or snbmitting to the 
cmcaerr of «nT»iBg Totes for an election? Is 
there no merit In dedicating my life to the informa- 
tKtt oc' mr i!e]]ow<«iibjeets? What pnblic question 
har^ I deeiined ? What riUain haTe I ^nred ? Is 
thexe no labor in the composition of these letters ? 
Mr. Hc«ne« I war ^ partial to me, and measures the 
fiKiIiCT of mj writings bj the fluency of his own. 

He talks to us in hi^ tenns of the gallant feats he 
would haxe perfoimed if he had lived in the last 
centuiT. The unhappj Charles could hardly have 
escaped him. But living princes have a claim to hia 
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attachment and respect. Upon these terms, there is 
no danger in being a patriot. If he means any thing 
more than a pompous rhapsody, let us try how well 
his argument holds together. I presume he is not 
yet so much a courtier as to affirm that the constitu- 
tion has not been grossly and daringly violated under 
the present reign. He will not say, that the laws 
have not been shamefully broken or perverted ; that 
the rights of the subject have not been invaded ; or, 
that redress has not been repeatedly solicited and re- 
fused. Grievances, like these, were the foundation 
of the rebellion in the last century ; and, if I under- 
stand Mr. Home, they would, at that period, have 
justified him, to his own mind, in deliberately at- 
tacking the life of his sovereign. I shall not ask him, 
to what political constitution this doctrine can be 
reconciled: but, at least, it is incumbent upon him 
to show, that the present king has better excuses 
than Charles the First, for the errors of his govern- 
ment. He ought to demonstrate to us, that the con- 
stitution was better understood a hundred years ago, 
than it is at present ; that the legal rights of the sub- 
ject, and the limits of the prerogative, were more 
accurately defined, and more clearly comprehended. 
If propositions like these cannot be fairly maintained 
I do not see how he can reconcile it to his conscience, 
not to act immediately with the same freedom with 
which he speaks. I reverence the character of Charles 
the First as little as Mr. Home ; but I will not insult 
his misfortunes by a comparison that would degrade 
him. 
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It 18 worth observing, by what gentle d^rees the 
ftirioofly peraecatiiig zeal of Mr. Home has softened 
into moderation. Men and measnres were yesterday 
his object What pains did he once take to bring 
that great state criminal IPQuirk to execution! To- 
day he confines himself to measores only ; no penal 
example is to be left to the saccessors of the duke of 
Grafton. To-morrow, I presume, both men and meas- 
nres will be forgiven. The flaming patriot, who so 
lately scorched us in the meridian, sinks temperately 
to the west, and is hardly felt as he descends. 

I comprehend the policy of endeaToring to conmin- 
nicate to Mr. Oliver and Mr. Sawbridge a share in the 
reproaches with which he supposes me to have loaded 
him. My memory fails me, if I have mentioned their 
names with disrespect ; unless it be reproachful to 
acknowledge a sincere respect for the character of Mr. 
Sawbridge, and not to have questioned the innocence 
of Mr. Oliver^s intentions. 

It seems I am a partisan of the great leader of the 
opposition. If the chaige had been a reproach, it 
should have been better supported. I did not intend 
to make a public declaration oi the re^>ect I bear 
lord Chatham ; I well knew what unworthy conclu- 
sions would be drawn firom it. But I am called upon 
to deliver my opinion ; and surely it is not in the 
little sneering censure of Mr. Home to deter me £rom 
doing signal justice to a man, who, I confess, has 
grown upon my esteem. As for the oommoD sordid 
yiews of avarioe, or any purpose of vulgar ambition, 

{ ^ueetioA whether ttoapplMte of ix^m wo\Ud l>^ 
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of service to lord Chatham. My vote will hardly re- 
commend him to an increase of his pension, or to a 
seat in the cabinet. But, if his ambition be npon a 
level with his understanding, if he judges of what is 
truly honorable for himself, with the same superior 
genius which animates and directs him to eloquence 
in debate, to wisdom in decision, even the pen of Ju- 
nius shall contribute to reward him. Recorded hon- 
ors shall gather round his monument, and thicken 
over him. It is a solid fabric, and will support the 
laurels that adorn it. I am not conversant in the 
language of panegyric. These praises are extorted 
from me ; but they will wear well, for they have been 
dearly earned. 

My detestation of the duke of Grafton is not founded 
upon his treachery to any individual ; though I am 
willing enough to suppose, that, in public affairs, it 
would be impossible to desert or betray lord Chat- 
ham, without doing an essential injury to this cou ntry. 
My abhorrence of the duke arises from an intimate 
knowledge of his character, and from a thorough con- 
viction that his baseness has been the cause of greater 
mischief to England, than even the unfortunate am- 
bition of lord Bute. 

The shortening the duration of parliaments is a 
subj ect on which Mr. Home cannot enlarge too warmly, 
nor will I question his sincerity. If I did not profess 
the same sentiments, I should be shamefully incon- 
sistent with myself. It is unnecessary to bind lord 
Chatham by the written formality of an engagement. 
He has publicly declared himself a convert to trien- 
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nial pdffUaments ; and thofDg^ I have long been con- 
vinced, that this is the only possible lesoaroe we 
have left to piesore the substantial freedom of the 
eoDstitntion^ I do not think we have a right to deter- 
mine against the integrity of knd Bockingham or his 
friendsw Other measures may nndoobtedly be sap- 
ported in argument, as better adapted to the disorder, 
or more likelr to be obtained. 

m 

Mr. Home is well assured that I never was the 
champion of Mr. Wilkea. But though I am not 
obliged to answer for the firmness of his future ad- 
herence to the principles he professes^ I have no rea- 
son to presume that he will hereafter disgrace them. 
As for all those imaginary cases which Mr. Home so 
petulantly urges against me, I have one plain honest 
answer to make him. Whenever Mr. Wilkes shall 
be convicted of soliciting a pension, an embassy, or a 
government, he must depart from that situation, and 
renounce that character, which he assumesat present, 
and which, in my opinion, entitles him to the sup- 
port of the public. By the same act, and at the same 
moment, he wiU forfeit his power of mortifying the 
king : and though he can never be a &vorite at St. 
James's, his baseness may administer a solid satisfac- 
tion to the royal mind. The man I speak of has not 
a heart to feel for the frailties of his fellow-creatures. 
It is their \'irtues that afiiict, it is their vices that 
console him. 

I give every possible advantage to Mr. Home, when 
I take the facts he refers to for granted. That they 
Are the produce of his invention, seems highly prob- 
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able, that they are exaggerated, I have no donbt. 
At the worst, what do they amount to ? but that Mr. 
Wilkes, who never was thought of as a perfect pattern 
of morality, has not been at all times proof against 
the extremity of distress. " How shameful is it in a 
man who has lived in friendship with him, to re- 
proach him with filings too naturally connected 
with despair? Is no allowance to be made for ban- 
ishment and ruin ? Does a two years' imprisonment 
make no atonement for his crimes? The resentment 
of a priest is implacable : no sufferings can soften, no 
penitence can appease him. Yet he himself, I think, 
upon his own system, has a multitude of political 
offenses to atone for. I will not insist upon the 
nauseous detail with which he so long disgusted the 
public ; he seems to be ashamed of it. But what ex- 
cuse will he make to the fjriends of the constitution, 
for laboring to promote this consummately bad man 
to a station of the highest national trust and import- 
ance? Upon what honorable motives did he recom- 
mend him to the livery of London for their represen- 
tative; to the ward of Farringdon for their alder- 
man ; to the county of Middlesex for their knight ? 
Will he affirm, that, at that time, he was ignorant of 
Mr. Wilkes's solicitations to the ministry? That he 
should say so, is, indeed, very necessary for his own 
justification ; but where will he find credulity to be- 
lieve him ? 

In what school this gentleman learned his ethics, 
I know not. His logic seems to have been studied 
under Mr. Dyson. That miserable pamphleteer, by 
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dividing the only precedent in point, and taking as 
much of it as soited his pnrpoee, had reduced his 
argument upon the Middlesex election to something 
like the shape of a syllogism. Mr. Home has con- 
ducted himself with the same ingenuity and candor. 
I had affirmed, that Mr. Wilkes would preserve the 
public favor, '* as long as he stood forth against a min- 
istry and parliament, who were doing every thing 
they could to enslave the country, and as long as he 
was a thorn in the king's side." Tet, from the exult- 
ing triumph of Mr. Home's reply, one would think 
that I had rested my expectation that Mr. Wilkes 
would be supported by the public, upon the single 
condition of his mortifying the king. This may be 
logic at Cambridge, or at the treasury ; but, among 
men of sense and honor, it is folly or villany in the 
extreme. 

I see the pitifdl advantage he has taken of a single 
unguarded expression, in a letter not intended for 
the public. Yet it is only the expression that is un- 
guarded. I adhere to the true meaning of that mem- 
ber of the sentence, taken separately as he takes it ; 
and now, upon the coolest deliberation, re-assert, 
that, for the purposes I referred to, it may be highly 
meritorious to the public, to wound the personal feel- 
ings of the sovereign. It is not a general proposition, 
nor is it generally applied to the chief magis- 
trate of this, or any other constitution. Mr. Home 
knows, as well as I do, that the best of princes is not 
displeased with the abuse which he sees thrown upon 
his ostensible ministers. It makes them, I presume. 
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more properly the objects of his royal compassion 
Neither does it escape his sagacity , that the lowci 
they are degraded in the public esteem, the more sub- 
missively they must depend upon his favor for pro- 
tection. This I affirm, upon the most solemn con- 
viction and the most certain knowledge, is a leading 
maxim in the policy of the closet. It is unnecessary 
to pursue the argument any farther. 

Mr. Home is now a very loyal subject. He laments 
the wretched state of politics in this country ; and 
sees, in a new light, the weakness and folly of the 
opix)sition. " Whoever, or whatever, is sovereign, de- 
mands the respect and support of the people : "^ it 
was not so " when Nero fiddled while Rome was 
burning." Our gracious sovereign has had wonder- 
ful success in creating new attachments to his person 
and family. He owes it, I presume, to the regular 
system he has pursued in the mystery of conversion. 
He began with an experiment upon the Scotch, and 
concludes with converting Mr. Home. What a pity 
it is, that the Jews should be condemned by Provi- 
dence to wait for a Messiah of their own ! 

The priesthood are accused of misinterpreting the 
Scriptures. Mr. Home has improved upon his pro- 
fession. He alters the text, and creates a refutable 
doctrine of his own. Such artifices cannot long de- 
lude the understanding of the people, and, without 
meaning an indecent comparison, I may venture to 



* The very soliloquy of lord Suffolk before he passed 
ttie Bubioon. 
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taffcicIL that tbe Bible and Jnnins will be read, when 
Ae coBBcntuies of the Jesuits are fingoiten. 

JUNIUS. 



LETTER LIV. 
To TKB Pkdtkk op thk Pcbuc Adykbtiskb. 

siK. Aii8nista6,iTn. 

Tlie enemies of the pei^e having now nothing 
better to olijeirt to mj fiiend Jonins, are, at last, 
ohtiped to qnit his politics, and to rail at him for 
cximes he is not goiltr o£ His vanity and impiety 
are now the perpetnal topics of their abuse. I do 
not mean to lessen the foice of such charges, suppos- 
ing they were tine, bat to show that they are not 
Ibonded. If I admitted the premises,! should readily 
agiee in all the consequences drawn from them. 
TanitT, indeed, is a venial error, for it usually carries 
its own punishment with it ; but if I thought Junius 
cmpable of uttering a disrespectful word of the relig- 
ion of his country. I should be the first to renounce 
and give him up to the public contempt and indigua- 
tion. As a man. I am satisfied that he is a Christian, 
upon the most sincere conviction : as a writer, lie 
would be grossly inconsistent with his political 
principles^ if he dared to attack a religion, established 
by those laws, which it seems to be the purpose of 
his life t>i> defend. Now for the proofe. Junius is 
accused of an impious allusion to the holy sacrament^ 
where he ss^ys, that, **if lord Weymouth be denied 
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the cup, there would be no keeping him within the 
pale of the ministry.'* Now, sir, I affirm, that this 
passage refers entirely to a ceremonial in the Roman 
Catholic church, which denies the cup to the laity. 
It has no manner of relation to the protestant creed ; 
and is in this country as fair an object of ridicule as 
tranaubstantiaiionj or any other part of lord Peter's 
History, in the Tale of a Tub. 

But Junius is charged with equal vanity and im- 
piety, in comparinghis writings to the Holy Scriptures. 
The formal protest he makes against any such com- 
parison avails him nothing. It becomes necessary 
then to show that the charge destroys itself. If he be 
vain, he cannot be impious. 

A vain man does not usually compare himself to an 
object which it is his design to undervalue. On the 
other hand, if he be impious, he cannot be vain ; for 
his impiety, if any, must consist in his endeavoring 
to degrade the Holy Scriptures, by a comparison with 
his own contemptible writings. This would be folly, 
indeed, of the grossest nature ; but where lies the 
vanity ? I shall now be told, " Sir, what you say is 
plausible enough ; but still you must allow, that it 
is shamefully impudent in Junius to tell us that his 
works will live as long as the Bible." My answer is. 
Agreed: but first prove thai he has said so. Look at 
his words, and you will find that the utmost he ex- 
pects is, that the Bible and Junius will survive the 
commentaries of the Jesuits ; which may pfove true 
in a fortnight. The most malignant sagacity cannot 
show that his works are, in his opinion j to live as long 
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m the Bible. Sappoee I were to foieteU, that Jack 
and Tom woald surriTe Harry, does it follow that 
Jack most live as l<Mig as Tom ? I would only illus- 
trate my meaning, and protest against the least idea 
of profanenesB 

Tet this is the way in which Jnnins is usnally 
answered, arraigned, and convicted. These candid 
critics never remember anything he says in honor of 
onr holy religion : though it is true that one of his 
leading arguments is made to rest ^ upon the inter- 
nal evidence, which the purest of all religions carries 
with it." I quote his words; and conclude from 
them, that he is a true and hearty christian, in. sub- 
stance, not in ceremony ; though possibly he may not 
agree with my reverend lords the bishops, or with 
the head of the church, *' that prayers are morality, 
or that kneeling is religion." 

PHILO JUNIUS. 



LETTER LV. 
From thb Rev. Mr. Horns to Junius. 

Augrust 17, 1771. 
I congratulate you, sir, on the recovery of your 
wonted style, though it has cost you a fortnight. I 
compassionate your labor in the composition of your 
letters, and will communicate to you the secret of 
my fluency. Truth needs no ornament ; and in my 
opinion, what she borrows of the pencil is deformity. 
You brought a positive charge against me of cor- 
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raption. I denied the charge, and called for your 
proo&. Ton replied with ahuse, and re-asserted your 
charge. I called again for proofs. Yon reply again 
with abnse only, and drop your accusation. In your 
fortnight's letter, there is not one word upon the sah- 
ject of my corruption. 

I have no more to say, hut to return thanks to you 
for your condescension, and to a grateful puhlic, and 
honest ministry, for dM the favors they have conferred 
upon me. The two latter, I am sure, will never re- 
fuse me any grace I shall solicit : and since you have 
heen pleased to acknowledge, that you told a deliher- 
ate lie in my favor, out of bounty, and as a charitable 
donation, why may I not expect that you will here- 
after (if you do not forget you ever mentioned my 
name with disrespect) make the same acknowledg- 
ment for what you have said to my prejudice? This 
second recantation will perhaps, be more abhorent 
from your disposition; but should you decline it, 
you will only afford one more instance, how much 
easier it is to be generous than just, and that men are 
sometimes bountiful who are not honest. 

At all events, I am as well satisfied with your 
panegyric as lord Chatham can be. Monument I 
shall have none ; but over my grave it will be said, 
in your own words, " Home's sit\iation did not corres- 
pond with hi9 intentions,"^ 

JOHN HORNE, 

♦ The epitaph wouia not i)e JU §«n?<l tQ tb^ 9>IWtW« 
ftt tt»« l?eBp W *l l>ut 9qui Yp9«l, 
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LETTER LVL 

To HIS GRACf THS DCKS OP GRAFTOH. 

MT I/)RD, 8e|itember28, ITTL 

The peofde of Engiamd are not appnused of the 
loll extent of their obligations to yon. They have 
yet no adequate idea of the endless Tariety of yoor 
diaiacter. They have seen yon distii^aished and 
snocesBful in the emitinned violation of those moral 
and political duties^ by whidi the little as well as the 
great societies of life are connected and held together. 
Every color, eyeiy <diaiacter became yon. With a 
rate of abilities which lord Weymonth very justly 
locks down npon with contempt, yon have done as 
mach mischief to the community asCnHnwell would 
have d<me, if Cromwell had been a coward; and as 
much as Machiavel, if Machiavel had not known that 
an appearance of morals and religion is useful in so- 
ciety. To a thinking man, the influence of the crown 
will, in no view, appear so formidable, as when he 
observes to what enormous excesses it has safely con- 
ducted your grace, without a ray of real understand- 
ing, without even the pretensions to common decency 
or principle of any kind, or a single spark of personal 
resolution. What must be the operation of that per- 
nicious influence (for which our kings have wisely 
exchanged the nugatory name of prerogative) that in 
the highest stations can so abundantly supply the 
absence of virtue, courage, and abilities, and qualify 
a man to be a minister of a great nation, whom a pri- 
« gentleman would be ashamed and afiraid to admit 
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into his family ? Like the universal passport of an 
ambassador, it supersedes the prohibition of the laws, 
banishes the staple virtues of the country, and in- 
troduces vice and folly triumphantly into all the de- 
partments of the state. Other princes, besides his 
majesty, have had the means of corruption within 
their reach, but they have used it with moderation. 
In former times, corruption was considered as a for- 
eign auxiliary to government, and only called in upon 
extraordinary emergencies. The unfeigned piety, the 
sanctified religion of George the Third, have taught 
him to new model the civU forces of the state. The 
natural resources of the crown are no longer confided 
in. Corruption glitters in the van, collects and main- 
tains a standing army of mercenaries, and at thejsame 
moment impoverishes and enslaves the country. His 
majesty's predecessors (excepting that worthy family 
from which you, my lord, are unquestionably de- 
scended) had some generous qualities in their compo- 
sition, with vices, I confess, or frailties in abundance. 
They were kings or gentlemen, not hypocrites or 
priests. They were at the head of the church, but 
did not know the value of their office. They said 
their prayers without ceremony, and had too little 
priestcraft in their understanding, to reconcile the 
sanctimonious forms of religion with the utter des- 
truction of the morality of their people. My lord, 
this is fact, not declamation. With all your partiality 
to the house of Stuart, you must confess, that even 
Charles the Second would have blushed at that open 
encouragement, at those eager, meretricious caresses, 
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with which every species of private vice and public 
prostitution is received at St. James's. The unfortu- 
nate house of Stuart has been treated with an 
asperity which, if comparison be a defense, seems to 
border upon injustice. Neither Charles nor his brother 
were qualified to support such a system of measures 
as would be necessary to change the government and 
subvert the constitution of England. One of them 
was too much in earnest in his pleasures, the other in 
his religion. But the danger to this country would 
cease to be problematical, if the crown should ever 
descend to a prince whose apparent simplicity might 
throw his subjects off their guard, who might be no 
libertine in behavior, who should have no sense of 
honpr to restrain him, and who, with just religion 
enough to impose upon the multitude, might have no 
scruples of conscience to interfere with his morality. 
With these honorable qualifications, and the decisive 
advantage of situation^ low craft and falsehood are 
all the abilities that are wanting to destroy the wis- 
dom of ages, and to de&kce the noblest monument 
that human policy has erected. I know mch a man ; 
my lord, I know you both ; and, with the blessing of 
6rod (for I, too, am religious) the people of England 
shall know you as well as I do. I am not very sure 
that greater abilities, would not, in eflfect, be an im- 
pediment to a design which seems at first sight to 
require a superior capacity. A better understanding 
might make him sensible of the wonderful beauty of 
that system he was endej^voring to corrupt ; the dan- 
ger 9f tb9 ^tt^mpt might ftlwm bim j tb^ mwmess 
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and intrinsic worthlessness of the object (supposing 
he conld attain it) wonld fill him with shame, repent- 
ance, and disgust. But these are sensations which 
find no entrance into a barbarous, contracted heart. 
In some men there is a malignant passion to destroy 
the works of genius, literature, and freedom. The 
Vandal and the monk find ec^ual gratification in it. 

Reflections like these, my lord, have a general 
relation to your grace, and inseparably attend you, in 
whatever company or situation your character occurs 
to us. They have no immediate connection with the 
following recent fact, which I lay before the public, 
for the honor of the best of sovereigns, and for the 
edification of his people. A prince (whose piety and 
self denial, one would think, might secure him from 
such a multitude of worldly necessities,) with an 
annual revenue of near a million sterling, un- 
fortunately wants money. The navy of England, by 
an equally strange occurrence of unforeseen circum- 
stances (though not quite so unfortunately for his 
majesty,) is in equal want of timber. The world 
knows in what a hopeful condition you delivered the 
navy to your successor, and in what a condition we 
found it in the moment of distress. You were de- 
termined it should continue in the situation in which 
you left it. It happened, however, very luckily for 
the privy purse, that one of the above wants promised 
fair to supply the other. Our religious, benevolent, 
generous sovereign has no objection to selling his own 
timber to his own admiralty, to repair bis owxx ships, 
Roy to putting the xno^ejr ipto bis p^fp pQ^Hftt 
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People of a religious turn naturally adhere to the 
principles of the church ; whatever they acquire falls 
into mortmain. Upon a representation from the ad- 
miralty of the extraordinary want of timber for the 
indispensable repairs of the navy, the surveyor-gen- 
eral was directed to make a survey of the timber in 
all the royal chases and forests in England. Having 
obeyed his orders with accuracy and attention, he 
reported that the finest timber he had any where met 
with, and theproperest,in every respect, for the pur- 
poses of the navy, was in Whittlebury Forest, of 
which your grace, I think, is hereditary ranger. In 
consequence of this report, the usual warrant was 
prepared at the treasury, and delivered to the sur- 
veyor, by which he, or his deputy , were authorized 
to cut down any trees in Whittlebury Forest, which 
should appear to be proper for the purposes above- 
mentioned. The deputy being informed that the 
warrant was signed, and delivered to his principal in 
London, crosses the country to Northamptonshire, 
and with an officious zeal for the public service, be- 
gins to do his duty in the forest. Unfortunately for 
him, he had not the warrant in his jyocket. The 
oversight was enormous ; and you have punished him 
for it accordingly. You have insisted, that an active, 
useful officer should be dismissed from his place. 
You have ruined an innocent man and his &mily. In 
what language shall I address so black, so cowardly 
a tyrant ? Thou worse than one of the Brunswicks^ 
and all the Stuarts ! To them who know lord North, 
it is unnecessary to say, ^hat h^ '^as mean and base 
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enough to submit to' you. This, however, is but a 
small part of the fact. After ruining the surve^r's 
deputy, for acting without the warrant, you attacked 
the warrant itself. You declared that it was illegal ; 
and swore, in a fit of foaming frantic passion, that it 
never should be executed. You asserted, upon your 
honor, that in the grant of the rangership of Whit- 
tlebury Forest, made by Charles the Second (whom 
with a modesty that would do honor to Mr. Kigby, 
yon are pleased to call your ancestor) to one of his 
bastards (from whom I make no doubt of your de- 
scent,) the property of the timber is vested in the 
ranger. I have examined the original grant; and 
now, in the fiice of the public, contradict you directly 
upon the fact. The very reverse of what you have 
asserted upon your honor is the truth. The grant, 
expressly and hy a particular clause^ reserves the prop- 
erty of the timber for the use of the crown. In spite 
of this evidence, in defiance of the representations of 
the admiralty, in perfect mockery of the notorious 
distresses of the English navy, and those equally 
pressing and almost equally notorious necessities of 
your pious sovereign, here the matter rests. The 
lords of the treasury, recall their warrant ; the deputy 
surveyor is ruined for doing his duty ; Mr. John Pitt 
(whose name I suppose, is offensive to you) submits 
to be brow-beaten and insulted ; the oaks keep their 
gronnd ; the king is defrauded ; and the navy of 
England may perish for want of the best and finest 
timber in the island. And all this is submitted to, 
. to appease the duke of Grafton ! to gratify the man 
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who has involved the king and his kingdom in con- 
fusion and distress; and who, like a treacherous 
coward, deserted his sovereign in the midst of it ! 

There has been a strange alteration in your doc- 
trines, since you thought it advisable to rob the duke 
of Portland of his property, in order to strengthen the 
interest of lord Bute's son-in-law before the last 
general election. Nullum tempus occurrit regi was 
then your boasted motto, and the cry of all your 
hungry partisans. Now it seems a grant of Charles 
the Second to one of his bastards is to be held sacred 
and inviolable ! It must not be questioned by the 
king's servants, nor submitted to any interpretation 
but your own. My lord, this was not the language 
you held, when it suited you to insult the memory of 
the glorious deliverer of England from that detested 
family, to which you are still more nearly allied in 
principle than in blood. In the name of decency and 
common sense, what are your grace's merits, either, 
with king or ministry, that should entitle you to 
assume this domineering authority over both ? Is it 
the fortunate consanguinity you claim with the 
house of Stuart? Is it the secret correspondence 
you have so many years carried on with lord Bute, 
by the assiduous assistance of your cream colored 
parasite? Could not your gallantry find sufficient 
employment for him in those gentle offices by which 
he first acquired the tender friendship of lord Bar- 
rington? Oris it only that wonderAil sympathy of 
manners which subsists between you^p grace and one 
pf 70ur superiQ?9, m^ ^o^ so vm^ ll?nof to J0^ 
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both ? Is the union of Blifil and Black George no 
longer a romancef From whatever origin your in- 
iluence in this country arises, it is a phenomenon in 
the history of human virtue and understanding. 
Good men can hardly believe the fact ; wise men are 
unable to account for it ; religious men find exercise 
for their faith, and make it the last effort of their 
piety not to repine against Providence. 

JUNIUS. 



LETTER LVII. 
Addressed to the Livert of London. 

GENTLEMBN, September 30, 1771. 

If you alone were concerned in the event of the 
present election of a chief magistrate of the metro- 
polis, it would be the highest presumption in a 
stranger to attempt to influence your choice, or even 
to offer you his opinion. But the situation of public 
affairs has annexed an extraordinary importance to 
your resolutions. You cannot, in the choice of your 
magistrate, determine for yourselves only. You are 
gping to determine upon a point, in which every 
member of the community is interested. I will not 
scruple to say, that the very being of that law, of 
that right, of that constitution, for which we have 
been so long contending, is now at stake. They who 
would ensnare your judgment tell you, it is a com- 
mon ordinary case, and to be decided by ordinary 
precedent and practice. They artfully conclude) 
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from moderate peaceable times, to times which are 
not moderate, and which ought not to be peaceable. 
While they solicit your favor, they insist upon a rule 
of rotation, which excludes all idea of election. 

Let me be honored with a few minutes of your at- 
tention. The question, to those who mean fairly to 
the liberty of the people (which we all profess to 
have in view), lies within a very narrow compass. 
Do you mean to desert that just and honorable sys- 
tem of measures which you have hitherto pursued, 
in hopes of obtaining from parliament, or from the 
crown, a full redress of past grievances, and a secu- 
rity for the future ? Do you think the cause des- 
perate, and will you declare that you think so to the 
whole people of England ? If this be your meaning 
and opinion, you will act consistently with it in 
choosing Mr. Nash. I profess to be unacquainted 
with his private character; but he has acted as a 
magistrate, as a public man. As such I speak of 
him. I see his name in a protest against one of your 
remonstrances to the crown. He has done every 
thing in his power to destroy the freedom of popular 
elections in the city, by publishing the poll upon a 
former occasion ; and I know, in general, that he has 
distinguished himself, by slighting and thwarting all 
those 'public measures which you have engaged in 
with the greatest warmth, and hitherto thought most 
worthy of your approbation. From his past conduct, 
what conclusion will you draw but that he will act 
the same part as lord mayor, which he has invariably 
n 1; d as alderman and sheriff? He cannot alter hi^ 
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conduct wjthont confessing that he never acted upon 
principle of any kind. I should be sorry to injure 
the character of a man, who, perhaps, may be honest 
in his intentions, by supposing it possible that he can 
ever concur witii you in any political measure or 
opinion. 

If) on the other hand, you mean to persevere in 
those resolutions for the public good, which, though 
not always successful, are always honorable, your 
choice will naturally incline to those men who 
(whatever they be in other respects) are most likely 
to co-operate with you in the great purpose which 
you are determined not to relinquish. The question 
is not of what metal your instruments are made, but 
whetfier they are adapted to the work you have in hand. 
The honors of the city, in these times, are improp- 
erly, because exclusively, called a reward. You mean 
not merely to pay, but to employ. Are Mr. Crosby 
and Mr. Sawbridge likely to execute the extraordi- 
nary, as well as the ordinary, duties of lord mayor? 
Will they grant you common halls when it shall be 
necessary ? Will they go up with remonstrances to 
the king ? Have they firmness enough to meet the 
fury of a venal house of commons ? Have they for- 
titude enough not to shrink at imprisonment ? Have 
they spirit enough to hazard their lives and fortunes 
in a contest, if it should be necessary, with a prosti. 
tuted l^islature? If these questions can fairly be 
answered in the affirmative, your choice is made. 
Forgive this passionate language. I am unable to 
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correct it. The subject comes home to ns all. It is 
the langnage of my heart 

JUNIUS. 



LETTER LVIII. 

To THE Printer of thb Public Advertissb. 
SIR, Octobers, 1771. 

No man laments more sincerely than I do, the 
unhappy differences which have arisen among the 
friends of the people, and divided them £rom each 
other. The cause, undoubtedly, suffers as well by 
the diminution of that strength which union carries 
along with it, as by the separate loss of personal 
reputation, which every man sustains when his char- 
acter and conduct are frequently held forth in odious 
or contemptible colors. These differences are only 
advantageous to the common enemy of the country. 
The hearty friends of the cause are provoked and 
disgusted. The lukewarm advocate avails himself 
of any pretence, to relapse into that indolent indiffer- 
ence about every thing that ought to interest an En- 
glishman, so unjustly dignified with the title of mod- 
eration. The false, insidious partisan, who creates or 
foments the disorder, sees the fruit of his dishonest 
industry ripen beyond his hopes, and rejoices in the 
promise of a banquet, only delicious to such an appe- 
tite as his own. It is time for those who really mean 
well to the Cause and the People, who have no view 
to private advantage, and who have virtue enough to 
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prefer the general good of the community to the 
gratification of personal animosities ; it is time for 
such men to interpose. Let us try whether these 
fatal dissensions may not yet he reconciled; or, if 
that he impracticahle, let us guard at least against 
the worst effects of division, and endeavor to per- 
suade these furious partisans, if they will not con- 
sent to draw together, to he separately useful to that 
cause which they all pretend to he attached to. 
Honor and honesty must not he renounced, although 
a thousand modes of right and wrong were to occupy 
the degrees of morality hetween Zeno and Epicurus. 
The fundamental principles of Christianity may still 
he preserved, though every zealous sectary adheres 
to his own exclusive doctrine, and pious ecclesiastics 
make it a part of their religipn to persecute one an- 
other. The civil constitution, too, that legal liherty, 
that general creed which every Englishman professes, 
may still be supported, though Wilkes and Home, 
andTownshendand Sawbridge, should obstinately re- 
vise to communicate ; and even if the fathers of the 
church, if Savile, Richmond, Camden, Rockingham, 
and Chatham, should disagree in the ceremonies of 
their political worship, and even in the interpreta- 
tion of twenty texts in Magna Charta. I speak to 
the people, as one of the people. Let us employ 
these men in whatever departments their various 
abilities are best suited to, and as much to the ad- 
vantage of the common cause, as their different in- 
clinations will permit. They cannot serve us with- 
out essentially serving themselves. 
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If Mr. Nash be elected, he will hardly venture after 
so recent a mark of the personal esteem of his fellow- 
citizens, to declare himself immediately a courtier. 
The spirit and activity of the sherifis will, I hope, be 
sufficient to counteract any sinister intentions of the 
lord mayor. In collision with their virtue, perhaps, 
he may take fire. 

It is not necessary to exact from Mr. Wilkes the 
virtues of a Stoic. They were inconsistent with 
themselves, who, almost at the same moment, repre- 
sented him as the basest of mankind, yet seemed to 
expect from him such instances of fortitude and self- 
denial, as would do honor to an apostle. It is not 
however, flattery to say, that he is obstinate, intrepid, 
and fertile in expedients. That he has no possible 
resource but in the public favor, is, in my judgment, 
a considerable recommendation of him. I wish that 
every man who pretended to popularity were in the 
same predicament. I wish that a retreat to St.. 
James's were not so easy and open as patriots have 
found it. To Mr. Wilkes there is no access. How- 
ever he may be misled by passion or imprudence, I 
think he cannot be guilty of a deliberate treachery 
to the public. The favor of his country constitutes 
the shield which defends him against a thousand 
daggers. Desertion would disarm him. 

I can more readily admire the liberal spirit and in- 
tegrity, than the sound judgment, of any man who 
prefers a republican form of government, in this or 
any other empire of equal extent, to a monarchy so 
qualified and limited as ours. I am convinced} that 
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neither is it in theory the wisest system of govern- 
ment) nor practicable in this country. Yet, though I 
hope the English constitution will forever preserve 
its original monarchical form, I would have the man- 
ners of the people purely and strictly republican. I 
do not mean the licentious spirit of anarchy and riot. 
I mean a general attachment to the commonweal, 
distinct fix>m any partial attachment to persons or 
families'; an implicit submission to the laws only; 
and an affection to the magistrate, proportioned to 
the int^rity and wisdom with which he distributes 
Justice to his people, and administers their affairs. 
The present habit of our political body appears to me 
the very reverse of what it ought to be. The form 
'of the constitution leans rather more than enough to 
the popular branch; while, in effect, the manners of 
the people (of those at least who are likely to take a 
lead in the country) incline too generally to a de- 
pendence upon the crown. The real friends of arbi- 
trary power combine the facts, and are not inconsist- 
ent with their principles, when they strenuously sup- 
port the unwarrantable privileges assumed by the 
house of commons. In these circumstances, it were 
much to be desired, that we had many such men as 
Mr. Sawbridge to represent us in parliament. I speak 
from common report and opinion only, when I im- 
pute to him a speculative predilection in favor of a 
republic In the personal conduct and manners of the 
man I cannot be mistaken. He has shown himself 
possessed of that republican firmness which the times 
require ; and by which an English gentleman may be 
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as usefully and as honorably distingnished, as any 
citizen of ancient Kome, of Athens^ or Lacedemon. 

Mr. Townshend complains that the public gratitade 
has not been answerable to his deserts. It is not difficult 
to trace the artifices which have suggested to him a 
language so unworthy ol his understanding. A great 
man commands the affections of the people : a pru- 
dent man does not complain when he has lost them. 
Yet they are far from being lost to Mr. Townsend. He 
has treated our opinion a little too cayalierly. A young 
man is apt to rely too confidently upon himself, to be 
as attentive to his mistress as a polite and passionate 
lover ought to be. Perhaps he found her at first too 
easy a conquest. Yet I fancy she will be ready to 
receive him whenever he thinks proper to renew his 
addresses. With all his youth, his spirit, and his ap 
pearance, it would be indecent in the lady to solicit 
his return. 

I have too much respect for the abilities of Mr. 
Home, to flatter myself that these gentlemen will 
ever be cordially re-united. It is not, however, un- 
reasonable to expect, that each of them should act 
his separate part with honor and integrity to the 
public. As for differences of opinion upon specula- 
tive questions, if we wait until they are reconciled, 
the action of human affairs must be suspended for 
ever. But neither are we to look for perfection in 
any one man, nor for agreement among many. When 
lord Chatham affirms, that the authority of the British 
legislature is not supreme over the colonies in the 
same sense in which it is supreme over Great Britain ; 
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when lord Camden* sapposes a necessity (which the 
king is to jndge of,) and, founded upon that neces- 
sity, attributes to the crown a legal power (not given 
by the act itself,) to suspend the operation of an act 
of the legislature ; I listen to them both with diffi- 
dence and respect, but without the smallest degree of 
oonyiction or assent. Yet I doubt not they delivered 
their real sentiments, nor ought they to be hastily 
condemned. I too have a claim to the candid inter- 
pretation of my country, when I acknowledge an in-' 
voluntary, compulsive assent to one very unpopular 
opinion. I lament the unhappy necessity, whenever 
it arises, of providing for the safety of the state by a 
temporary invasion of the personal liberty of the sub- 
ject. Would to God it were practicable to reconcile 
these important objects, in every possible situation 
of public affairs ! I regard the legal liberty of the 
meanest man in Britain as much as my own, and 
would defend it with the same zeal. I know we 
must stand or fall together. But I never can doubt, 
that the community has a right to command, as well 
as to purchase, the service of its members. I see 
that right founded originally upon a necessity which 
supersedes all argument. I see it established by 
usage immemorial, and admitted by more than a 
tacit assent of the legislature. I conclude there is 
no remedy, in the nature of things, for the grievance 
complained of ; for, if there were, it must long since 
have been redressed, 'fhough numberless opportu- 
idties have presented themselves, highly favorable to 
pi^feli^ ^^^J} ijo pucgeesful attempt bps evef |)^n 
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made for the relief of the sabject in this article. Tet 
it has been felt and complained of ever since England 
had a navy. The conditions which constitute this 
right must be taken together ; separately, they have 
little weight. It is not fair to argue, firom any abuse 
in the execution, to the illegality of the power ; much 
less is a conclusion to be drawn from the navy to the 
land service. A seaman can never be employed but 
against the enemies of his country. The only case 
in which the king can have a right to arm his sub- 
jects in general, is that of a foreign force being actu- 
ally landed upon our coast. Whenever that case 
happens, no true Englishman will inquire whether 
the king's right to compel him to defend his country 
be the custom of England, or a grant of the legisla- 
ture. With regard to the press for seamen, it does 
not follow that the symptoms may not be softened, 
although the distemper cannot be cured. Let boun- 
ties be increased as far as the public purse can sup- 
port them. Still they have a limit ; and when every 
reasonable expense is incurred, it will be found, in 
fact, that the spur of the press is wanted to give 
operation to the bounty. 

Upon the whole, I never had a doubt about the 
strict right of pressing, until I heard that lord Mans- 
field had applauded lord Chatham for delivering 
something like this doctrine in the house of lords. 
That consideration staggered me not a little. But, 
upon reflection, his conduct accounts naturally for 
itself. He knew the doctrine was unpopular, and 
was eager \o ^:s, it upon the man who is the first 
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object of his fear and detestation. Tlie cnnning 
Scotchman never speaks truth without a fraudulent 
design. In council, he generally affects to take a mod- 
erate part. Besides his natural timidity, it makes 
part of his political plan, never* to be known to re- 
commend violent measures. When the guards are 
called forth to murder their fellow subjects, it is not 
by the ostensible advice of lord Mansfield. That 
odious office, his prudence tells him, is better left to 
such men as Gower and Weymouth, as* Barrington 
and Grafton. Lord Hillsborough wisely confines his 
firmness to the distant Americans. The designs of 
Mansfield are more subtle, more effectual, and secure. 
Who attacks the liberty of the press ? Lord Mans- 
field. Who invades the constitutional power of 
juries? Lord Mansfield. What judge ever chal- 
lenged a juryman but lord Mansfield? Who was 
that judge, who, to save the king's brother, affirmed 
that a man of the first rank and quality, who obtains 
a verdict in a suit for criminal conversation, is en- 
titled to no greater damages than the meanest me- 
chanic ? Lord Mansfield. Who is it makes commis- 
sioners of the great seal ? Lord Mansfield. Who is 
it that forms a decree for those commissioners, de- 
ciding against lord Chatham, and afterwards (find- 
ing himself opposed by the judges) declares, in par- 
liament, that he never had a doubt that the law was 
in direct opposition to that decree ? Lord Mansfield. 
Who is he that has made it the study and practice of 
his life to nndermlne and alter the whole system of 
jiurisprndence in the court of king's bench? Lord 
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Mansfield. There never existed a man but himself 
who answered exactly to so complicated a descrip- 
tion. Compared to these enormities, his original at- 
tachment to the pretender (to whom his dearest 
brother was confidential secretary) is a virtue of the 
first magnitade. But the hour of impeachment will 
come, and neither he nor Grafton shall escape me. 
Now let them make common cause against England 
and the house of Hanover. A Stuart and a Murray 
should sympathise with each other. 

When I refer to signal instances of unpopular opin- 
ions, delivered and maintained by men, who may 
well be supposed to have no view but the public 
good, I do not mean to renew the discussion of such 
opinions. I should be sorry to revive the dormant 
questions of >S^t»p Act, Com BiU, or Press Warrant. 
I mean only to illustrate one useful proposition, 
which it is the intention of this paper to inculcate, 
"That we should not generally reject the friendship 
or services of any man, because he differs from us in 
a particular opinion." This will not api)ear a super- 
fluous caution, if we observe the ordinary conduct 
of mankind. In public affairs, there is the least 
chance of a i)erfect concurrence of sentiment or in- 
clination : yet every man is able to contribute some- 
thing to the common stock, and no man's contribu- 
tion should be rejected. If individuals have no vir- 
tues, their vices may be of use to us. I care not with 
what principle the new born patriot is animated, if 
the measures he bupports Are beneficial to the com- 
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His motives are his own. The properties of a patriot 
are perishable in the individual ; but there is a quick 
succession of* subjects, and the breed is worth pre- 
serving. The spirit of the Americans may be an use- 
ful example to us. Our dogs and our horses are only 
English upon English ground ; but patriotism, it 
seems, may be improved by transplanting. I will 
not reject a bill which tends to confine parliamentary 
privilege within reasonable bounds, though it should 
be stolen from the house of Cavendish, and intro- 
duced by Mr. Onslow. The features of the infant are 
a. proof of the descent, and vindicate the noble birth 
from the baseness of the adoption. I willingly ac- 
cept of a sarcasm fvom colonel Barre, or a simile from 
Mr. Burke. Even the silent vote of Mr. Calcrafb is 
worth reckoning ill a division. What though he 
riots in the plunder of the army, and has only deter- 
mined to be a patriot when he could not be a peer? 
Let us profit by the assistance of such men while 
they are with us, and place them, if it be possible, 
in the post of danger, to prevent desertion. The 
wary Wedderburne, the pompous Sufiblk, never 
threw away the scabbard, nor ever went upon a for- 
lorn hope. They always treated the king's servants 
as men with whom, some time or other, they might 
probably be in friendship. When a man, who stands 
forth for the public, has gone that length Jfrom which 
there is no practicable retreat, when he has given 
that kind of personal offense, which a pious monarch 
never pardons, I then begin to think him in earnest, 
and that he will never have occasion to aolmt\K^ 
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forgiveness of his country. But Instances of a deter- 
mination so entire and unreserved are rarely met 
with. Let us take mankind as they are*; let us dis- 
tribute the virtues and abilities of individuals ac- 
cording to the offices they affect ; and, when they 
quit the service, let us endeavor to supply their 
places with better men than we have lost. In this 
country there are always candidates enough for popu- 
lar favor. The temple of fame is the shortest passage 
to riches and prefenrient. 

Above all things, let me guard my countrymen 
against the meanness and folly of accepting of a 
trifling or moderate compensation fi>r extraordinary 
and essential injuries. Our enemy treats us as the 
cunning trader does th^ unskilful Indian; they 
magnify their generosity, when they give us baubles 
of little proportionate value for ivory and gold. The 
same house of commons, who robbed the constituent 
body of their right of free election; who presume to 
make a law, under pretence of declaring it ; who paid 
our good king's debts, without once inquiring how 
they were incurred; who gave thanks for repeated 
murders committed at home, and for national infamy 
incurred abroad ; who screened lord Mansfield ; who 
imprisoned the magistrates of the metropolis for 
asserting the subject's right to the protection of the 
laws; who erased a judicial record, and ordered all 
proceedings in a criminal suit to be suspended : this 
very house of commons have graciously consented 
that their own members may be compelled to pay 
their debts, and that contested elections shall, for the 



fnture, be determined with some decent regard to 
the merits of the case. The event of the suit is of no 
consequence to the crown. While parliaments are 
septennial, the purchase of the sitting member, or of 
the petitioner, makes but the difference of a day. 
Concessions such as these are of little moment to the 
sum of things ; unless it be to prove that the worst 
of men are sensible of the injuries they have done us, 
and perhaps to demonstrate to us the imminent 
danger of our situation. In the shipwreck of the 
state, trifles float, and are preserved; while every 
thing solid and valuable sinks to the bottom, and is 
lost forever. 
* JUNIUS. 



LETTER LIX. 

To THB PRINTBB of THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, October 16, 1771 . 

I am convinced that Junius is incapable of wil- 
fully misrepresenting any man's opinion, and that 
his' inclination leads him to treat lord Camden with 
particular candor and respect. The doctrine attrib- 
uted to him by Junius, as far as it goes, corresponds 
with that stated by your correspondent Scaevola, who 
seems to make a distinction without a difference. 
Lord Camden it is agreed, did certainly maintain, 
that, in the recess of parliament, the king (by which 
we all mean the king in council or the executive 
j^mrer) might suspend the operation of an act of t^bie 
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legislature; and he founded his doctrine upon a 
supposed necessity, of which the king, in the first 
instance, must be judge. The lords and commons 
cannot be judges of it in the first instance, for they 
do not exist. Thus far Junius. 

But, says Scsevola, lord Camden made parliament, 
and not the king, judges of the .necessity. That 
parliament may review the acts of ministers, is 
unquestionable; but there is a wide di£ference 
between saying, that the crown has a legal power and 
that the ministers may act at their peril. When we 
say that an act is ill^al, we mean that it is for- 
bidden by a joint resolution of the three estates. 
How a subsequent resolution of two of those branches 
can make it legal, ab tm'fio, will require explanation. 
If it could, the consequences would be truly dread- 
ful, especially in these times. There is no act of 
arbitrary power which the king might not attribute 
to necessity, and for which he would not be secure of 
obtaining the approbation of his prostituted lords 
and commons. If lord Camden admits, that the 
subsequent sanction of parliament was necessary to 
make the proclamation legal, why did he so obsti- 
nately oppose the bill, which was soon after brought 
in, for indemnifying all those persons who had acted 
under it? If that bill had not been passed, I am 
ready to maintain, in direct contradiction to lord 
Camdeu^s doctrine (taken as Scsevola states it), that 
a litigious exporter of com, who had su£fered in his 
property, in consequence of the proclamation, might 
have laid his action against the custom-house offioenii 
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and would infallibly have recovered damages. No 
jury could refuse them: and if I, who am by no 
means litigious, had been so ii\iured, I would assur- 
edly have instituted a suit in Westminster-hall, on 
purpose to try the question of right. I would have 
done it upon a principle of defiance of the pretended 
power of either or both houses to make declarations 
inconsistent with law; and I have no doubt that, 
with an act of parliament on my side, I should have 
been too strong for them all. This is the way in 
which an Englishman should speak and act, and not 
suffer dangerous precedents to be established, because 
the circumstances are favorable or palliating. 

With regard to lord Camden, the truth is, that he 
inadvertently overshot himself, as appears plainly by 
that unguarded mention of a tyranny of forty daySy 
which I myself heard. Instead of asserting, that the 
proclamation was legal j he should have said, "My 
lords, I know the proclamation was illegal ; but I 
advised it, because it was indispensably necessary to 
save the kingdom from famine ; and I submit myself 
to the justice and mercy of my country." 

Such language as this would have been manly, 
rational, and consistent ; not unfit for a lawyer, and 
every way worthy of a great man. 

PHILO JUNIUS. 

P. S. If Scsevola should think proper to write 
again xxpon this subject, I beg of him to give me a 
direct answer ; that is, a plain affirmative or n^^- 
tive, to the following questions: — In the interval 
between the publishing such a proclamation (or 
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order of coaocU) as that in qneation, and its reoeiv- 
ii^ the sanction of the two hooaes, of what nature is 
it ? Is it legal or UUgaLt Or, is it neither one nw 
the other ? I mean to be candid, and will point oat 
to him the cooscqaenoe of his answer either way. If 
it be legal, it wants no fiurther sanction; if it be 
illegal, the sabject is not boond to obey it, oonse- 
qnentl V it is an nseleas, nogatoiy act, eren as to its 
declared purpose. Before the meeting of parliament, 
the whole mischief which it means to prevent will 
have been completed. 



LETTER LX. 

ToZkho. 

SIB, Octoberl7,lT71. 

The sophistry of yonr letter in defense of lord 
Mansfield is adapted to the character you defend. 
But lord Mansfield is a man of /orm, and seldom in 
his behavior transgresses the roles of decorum. I 
shall imitate his lordship-s good manners, and leave 
\ you in full possession of his principles. I will not 
call you a liar, Jesuit, or villain ; but, with all the 
politeness imaginable, perhaps I may prove you 
sa 

Like other fair pleaders in lord Mansfield's school 
of justice, you answer Junius by misquoting his 
words, and misstating his propositions. If I am can- 
did enough to admit, that this is the very logic taught 
at St. Omer^s, you will readily allow, that this is the 
constant practice in the court of king's bench. Junius 
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does not say that he never had a doubt about the 
strict right of pressing, till he knew lord Mansfield was 
of the aamefipinion. His words are, "until he heard 
that lord Mansfield had applauded lord Chatham for 
maintaining that doctrine in the house of lords." It 
was not the accidental concurrence of lord Mansfield's 
opinion, but the sufficient applause given by a cun- 
ning Scotchman to the man he detests, that raised 
and justified a doubt in the mind of Junius. The 
question is not, whether lord Mansfield be a man of 
learning and abilities (which Junius has never dis- 
puted,) but whether or no he abuses and misapplies 
his talents. 

Junius did not say that lord Mansfield had advised 
the calling out of the guards. On the contrary, his 
plain meaning is, that he left that odious office to 
men less cunning than himself. Whether lord Mans- 
field's doctrine concerning libels be or be not an at- 
tack upon the liberty of the press, is a question which 
the public in general are very well able to determine. 
I shall not enter into it at present. Nor do I think 
it necessary to say much to a man, who had the dar- 
ing confidence to say to a jury, **Gentlemen, you are 
to bring in a verdict guilty or not guilty : but whether 
the defendant be guilty or innocent, is not matter 
for your consideration." Clothe it in what language 
you will, this is the sum total of lord Mansfield's 
doctrine. If not, let Zeno show us the difierence. 

But it seems, "the liberty of the press may be 
abused, and 'the abuse of a valuable privilege is the 
certain means to lose it." The first I admit ; but 
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let the abuse be submitted to a jniy ; a sufficient, 
and, indeed, the only legal and constitutional check 
upon the license of the press. The second I flatly 
deny. In direct contradiction to lord Mansfield, I 
affirm, that "the abuse of a valuable privilege is not 
the certain means to lose it;" if it were, the English 
nation would have few privileges left ; for, where is 
the privilege that has not, at one time or other, been 
abused by individuals? But it is false in reason «uid 
equity, that particular abuses should produce a gen- 
eral forfeiture. Shall the community be deprived 
of the protection of the laws, because there are rob- 
bers and murderers? Shall the community be pun- 
ished, because individuals have o£fended? Lord 
Mansfield says so, consistently enough with his prin- 
ciples ; but I wonder to find him so explicit. Tet, 
for one concession, however extorted, I confess my- 
self obliged to him. The liberty of the press 
is, after all, a valuable privilege. I agree with him 
most heartily, and will defend it against him. 

You ask me, .What juryman was challenged by 
lord Mansfield ? I tell you ; his name is Benson, 
When his name T«as called, lord Mansfield ordered 
the derk to pass him by. As for his reasons, you 
may ask himself, for he assigned none : but I can 
tell you what all men thought of it. This Benson 
had been refractory upon a former jury, and would 
not accept of the law as delivered by lord Mansfield ; 
but had the impudence to pretend to think for himself. 
But you, it seems, honest Zeno, know nothing of the 
matter. You never read Junius's letter to your patron: 
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you never heard of the intended instructions from 
the city to impeach lord Mansfield : you never heard 
by what dexterity of Mr. Paterson that measure was 
prevented. How wonderfully ill some people are 
informed ! 

Junius never did affirm, that the crime of seducing 
the wife of a mechanic or a peer, is not the same, 
taken in a moral or religious view. What he affirmed, 
in contradiction to the levelling principle so lately 
adopted by lord Mansfield, was, "that the damages 
should be proportioned to the rank and fortune of 
the parties:" and for this plain reason (admitted by 
every other judge that sat in Westminster-hall) be- 
cause what is a compensation or penalty to one man, 
is none to another. The sophistical distinction you 
attempt to draw between the person injured and the 
person iryuring, is Mansfield all over. If you can 
once establish the proposition, that the injured party 
is not entitled to receive large damages, it follows, 
pretty plainly, that the party injuring should not be 
compelled to pay them; consequently the king's 
brother is eflfectually screened by lord Mansfield's 
doctrine. Your reference to Nathan and David 
comes naturally in aid of your patron's pro- 
fessed system of jurisprudence. He is fond of intro- 
ducing into the court of king's bench any law that 
contradicts or excludes the common law of England ; 
whether it be canon, civil, jus gentium, or Levitical. 
But, sir, the Bible is the code of our religious faith, 
not of our municipal jurisprudence: and though it 
was the pleasure of God to inflict a particular punish- 
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ment npon David's crime (taken as a breach of his 
divine commands) and to send his prophet to de- 
nounce it, an English jury have nothing to do either 
with David or the prophet. They consider the 
crime only as it is a breach of order, and injury . to 
an individual, and an o£fense to society ; and they 
judge of it by certain positive roles of law, or by the 
practice of their ancestors. Upon the whole, the 
man "after God's own heart" is much indebted to 
you for comparing him to the duke of Cumberland. 

That his royal highness may be the man after 
lord Mansfield's own heart, seems much more prob- 
able ; and you, I think, Mr. Zeno, might succeed 
tolerably well in the character of Nathan. The evil 
deity, the prophet, and the royal sinner, would be 
very proper company for one another. 

Tou say, lord Mansfield did not make the com- 
missioners of the great seal, and that he only advised 
the king to appoint. I believe Junius meant no 
more ; and the distinction is hardly worth disputing. 

You say he did not deliver an opinion upon lord 
Chatham's appeal. I afSrm that he did, directly in 
favor of the appeal. This is a point of fact to be de- 
termined by evidence only. But you assign no 
reason for his supposed silence, nor for hi^ desiring a 
conference with the judges the day before. Was not 
nil Westminster-hall convinced that he did it with a 
view to puzzle them vdth some perplexing question, 
and in hopes of bringing some of them over to him? 
You say the commissioners were very capable of fram- 
ing a decree for themselves. By the fact, it only ap- 
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peais, tfiat they were capable of framing an illegal 
one ; which, I apprehend, is not mnch to the credit 
either of their learning or int^rity. 

We are both agreed, that lord Mansfield has in- 
cessantly labored to introduce new modes of pro- 
ceeding in the court where he presides ; but you at- 
tribute it to an honest zeal in behalf of innocence 
oppressed by quibble and chicane. I say, that he 
has introduced new law too, and removed the land- 
marks established by former decisions. I say, that 
his view is, to change a court of common law into a 
court of equity, and to bring every thing within the 
arbitrium of & praetorian court. The public must de- 
termine between u& But now for his merits. First 
then, the establishment of the judges in their places 
for life, (which you tell us was advised by lord 
Mansfield) was a concession merely to catch the 
people. It bore the appearance of the royal bounty, 
but had nothing real in it. The judges were already 
for life, excepting in the case of a demise. Your 
boasted bill only provides, that it shall not be in the 
power of the king's successor to remove them. At 
the best, therefore, it is only a legacy, not a gift, on 
the part of his present ms^esty, since, for himself he 
gives up nothing. That he did oppose lord Camden 
and lord Northington upon the proclamation against 
the exportation of com, is most true, and with great 
ability. With his talents, and taking the right side 
of so clear a question, it was impossible to speak ill. 
His motives are not so easily penetrated. They who 
are acquainted with the state of politics at that period, 
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will judge of them somewhat dififerently from Zena 
Of the popular hills, which you say he supported in 
the house of lords, the most material is unquestiona- 
hly that of Mr. Grenville for deciding contested 
elections. But I should he glad to know upon what 
possihle pretence any memher of the upper house 
could oppose such a hill, after it had passed the 
house of commons ? I do not pretend to know what 
share he had in promoting the other two bills ; but I 
am ready to give him all the credit you desire. Still 
you will find, that a whole life of deliberate iniquity 
is ill atoned for, by doing now and then a laudable 
action, upon a mixed or doubtful principle. If it be 
unworthy of him, thus ungratefully treated, to labor 
any longer for the public, in God's name, let him re- 
tire. His brother's patron (whose health he once 
was anxious for) is dead ; but the son of that un- 
fortunate prince suryives, and, I dare say, will be 
ready to receive him. 

PHILO JUNIUS. 



LETTER LXI. 

To AN Advocate in the Cause op the People. 

SIR, October 18, 177L 

You do not treat Junius fairly. You would not 
have condemned him so hastily, if you had ever read 
judge Foster's argument upon the legality of pressing 
seamen. A man who has not read that argument, is 
not qualified to speak accurately upon the subject. 
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In answer to strong facts and fair reasoning, yon pro- 
duce nothing but a vague comparison between two 
things which have little or no resemblance to each 
other. General warranUj it is true, had been often 
Issued ; but they had never been regularly questioned 
or resisted, until the case of Mr. Wilkes. He brought 
them to trial: and the moment they were tried, they 
were declared illegal. This is not the case of press war- 
rants. They have been complained of, questioned, 
and resisted in a thousand instances ; but still the 
legislature have never interposed, nor has there ever 
been a formal decision against them in any of the 
superior courts. On the contrary, they have been 
frequently recognized and admitted by parliament ; 
and there are judicial opinions given in their favor 
by judges of the first character. Under the various 
circumstances stated by Junius, he has a right to 
conclude for himself, that there is no remedy. If you 
have a good one to propose, you may depend upon the 
assistance and applause of Junius. The magistrate 
who guards the liberty of the individual deserves to 
be commended. But let him remember, that it is 
also his duty to provide for, or at least not to hazard, 
the safety of the community. If, in the case of a 
foreign war, and the expectation of an invasion, you 
would rather keep your fleet in harbor, than man it, 
by pressing seamen who refuse the bounty, I have 
done. 

Ton talk of disbanding the army with wonderful 
ease and indi£ference. If a wiser man held such 
language, I should be apt to suspect his sincerity. 
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As for keeph^ ap a mach greater inunber of sea- 
men in time of peaoe, it is not to be done : yon will 
oppress the merchant, yon will distress trade, and 
destroy the nnrsery of yonr seamen. He most be a 
miserable statesman Who yolnntarily, by the same 
act, increases the pnblic expense, and lessens the 
means of supporting it 

PHILO JUNIUa 



LETTER LXIL 

October 2B,177L 

A friend of Jnnins desires it maybe obeerred (in 
answer to a harrisler ai laWj) 

1. That the fact of lord Mansfield's having or- 
dered a jnrymantobe passed by (which poorZeno 
never heard of) is now formally admitted. When 
Mr. Bensan^s name was called, lord Mansfield was 
observed to flush in the face (a signal of gailt not 
uncommon with him), and cried out, "^ Pass him by." 
This I take to be something more than a peremptory 
challenge: it is an unlawful command j without any 
reason assigned. That the counsel did not resist, is 
true ; but this might happen either from inadver- 
tence, or a criminal complaisance to lord Mansfield. 
You barristers are too apt to be civil to my lord 
chief justice, at the expense of your clients. 

2. Junius did never say, that lord Mansfield had 
destroyed the liberty of the press. " That his lord- 
ship has labored to destroify that his doctrine is an 
attack ^ upon the liberty of the press, that it is an 
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invasion of the right of juries," are the propositions 
maintained by Janius. His opponents never answer 
him in point ; for they never meet him fairly upon 
his own ground. 

3. Lord Mansfield's policy in endeavoring to screen 
his unconstitutional doctrines behind an act of the 
legislature, is easily understood. Let every English- 
man stand upon his guard: the right of juries to 
return a general verdict in all cases whatsoever, is a 
part of our constitution. It stands in no need of a 
bill, either enacting or declaratory, to confirm it. 

4. With regard to the Grosvenor cause, it is pleas- 
ant to observe that the doctrine attributed by Junius 
to lord Mansfield is admitted by Zeno, and directly 
defended. The barrister has not the assurance to 
deny it flatly; but he evades the charge, and softens 
the doctrine, by such poor contemptible quibbles as 
cannot impose upon the meanest understanding. 

5. The quantity of business in the court of king's 
bench proves nothing but the litigious spirit of the 
people, arising from the great increase of wealth and 
commerce. These, however,arenowuponthedecline, 
and will soon leave nothing but law-suits behind 
them. When Junius affirms, that lord Mansfield 
has labored to alter the system of jurisprudence in 
the court where his lordship presides, he speaks to 
thofie who are able to look a little farther than the 
vulgar. Besides, that the multitude are easily 
deceived by the imposing names of equity and sub- 
vtantial justice, it does not follow that a judge, who 
introduces into his court new modes of proceeding 
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of law. inunds, in every instance, 
)» iktv'side x:^«<i^. W^ sboald he, where he has no 
rxaieDessQ? We sa^« ikfti Void Mansfield is a bad man, 
joi a mmr ,^Mfir : but we do not saj that he is a 
Mmr ienL v>ir ^T«csario would fiun reduce ns to 
1^ <£ii&nL^^ of proTing too mnch. This artifice, 
Wwws. jkaLt BOS aTail him. The tmth of the 
laassirr i«^ piHtf^^ tbs: whoi lord Mansfield has suc- 
«N«eiSed iat h» jidMiBe of ^fF^^g a court of common 
law M a MVLTt of e^niiT, he will have it in his 
|«i>«vr »> d<^ ii^issuw wJk»<mfr he tkimks proper. This, 
l)»M^ a wiefeed paipoee, is neither absurd nor 



<S. TW l*st panfraph. reiatiTe to lord Chatham's 
<»a:iae>) cumoi W answend. It partly refers to facts 
of ux> si^flNt a nanm to be ascertained, and partly is 
nainuUi^ible. ^'Upon one point the cause is de~ 
cxd^^ Ji^n:!^ loni Chatham : upon another point it is 
de^Sd<^ tVc him." Both the law and the language are 
w^ll $u:ted u> a barrister! If I have any guess at 
this Iknk^ jcentlenians meaning, it is, "That whereas 
the cvHumi^onei^ of the great seal saw the question 
in a point of view unfavorable to lord Chatham, and 
decTv^l accordingly; lord Mansfield, out of slieer 
love and kindness to lord Chatham, took the pains to 
plaice it in a point of view more favorable to the 
4tppeUaHL^ Credat Jud^us Apetla, So curious an 
assertion would stagger the faith of Mr. Sylva. 
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LETTER LXIII. 

November 2, 1T71. 

We are desired to make the following declar- 
ation, in behalf of Junius, upon three material points, 
on which his opinion has been mistaken or misrepre- 
sented. 

1. Junius considers the right ot taxing the colonies, 
by an act of the British legislature, as a »peeulaiive 
right merely, never to be exerted nor ever to be 
renounced. To his judgment it appears plain, " That 
the general reasonings which were employed against 
that power, went directly to our whole legislative 
right; and that one part of it could not be yielded to 
such arguments, without a virtualsurrender of all the 
rest." 

2. That, with regard to press- warrants, his argu- 
ment should be taken in his own words, and answered 
strictly ; that comparisons may sometimes illustrate 
but prove nothing ; and that, in this case, an appeal 
to the passions is unfair and unnecessary. Junius 
feels and acknowledges the evil in the most express 
terms, and will show himself ready to concur in any 
rational plan that may provide for the liberty of the 
Individual, without hazarding the safety of the com- 
munity. At the same time he expects that the 
evil, such as it is, be not exaggerated or mis- 
represented. In general, it is not unjust, that 
when the rich man contributes his wealth, the 
poor man should serve the state in person ; otherwise, 
the latter contributes nothing to the defense of that 

25 
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law and constitntion from which he demands safety 
and protection. But the question does not lie 
hetween the rich and the poor. The laws of England 
make no such distinctions. Neither is it true, that 
the poor man is torn from the care and support of a 
wife and family, helpless without him. The single 
question is, Whether the seamarij* in times of public 
danger, shall serve the merchant, or the state, in that 
profession to which he was bred, and by the exercise 
of which alone he can honestly support himself and 
his family ? Greneral arguments against the doctrine 
of necessity, and the dangerous use that may be 
made of it, are of no weight in this particular case. 
Necessity includes the idea of inevitable. Whenever 
it is so, it creates a law to which all positive laws, 
and all positive rights must give way. In this sense, 
the levy of ship-money by the king's warrant was 
not necessary, because the business might have been 
as well or better done by parliament If the doc- 
trine maintained by Junius be confined within this 
limitation, it will go but a very little way in support 
of arbitrary power. That the king is to judge of the 
occasion, is no objection, unless we are told how it 
can possibly be otherwise. There are other instances, 
not less important in the exercise, nor less dangerous 
in the abuse, in which the constitution relies entirely 
upon the king's judgment. The executive power, 
proclaims war and peace, binds the nation by treaties, 

♦ I confine myself strictly to seamen. If any others are 
pressed, it is a gross abuse, which the maffistrate can and 
should correct. 
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orders general embargoes, and imposes qnarantines ; 
not to mention a multitude of prerogative writs, 
which, though liable to the greatest abuses, were 
never disputed. 

It has been urged, as a reproach to Junius, that 
he has not delivered an opinion upon the game laws, 
and particularly the late dog act. But Junius 
thinks he has much greater reason to complain, that 
he is never assisted by those who are able to assist 
him : and that almost the whole labor of the press is 
thrown upon a single hand, from which a discussion 
of every public question is unreasonably expected. 
He is not paid for his labor, and certainly has a 
right to choose his employment. As to the game 
laws, he never scrupled to declare his opinion, that 
they are a species of the forest laws : that they are 
oppressive to the subject ; and that the spirit of them 
is incompatible with legal liberty, that the penalties 
imposed by these laws bear no proportion to the na- 
ture of the offense : that the mode of trial, and the 
degree and kind of evidence necessary to convict, 
not only deprive the subject of the benefits of a trial 
by jury, but are in themselves too summary, and to 
the last degree arbitrary and oppressive: that, in 
particular, the late acts to prevent dog stealing, or 
killing game between sun and sun, are distinguished 
by'their absurdity, extravagance, and pernicious ten- 
dency. If these terms are weak and ambiguous, in 
what language can Junius express himself? , It is 
no excuse for lord Mansfield to say, that he happened 
to be absent when these bills passed the house of 
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lords. It was his dnty to be present. Such bills 
could never have passed the house of commons with- 
out his knowledge. But we very well know by what 
rule he regulates his attendance. When that order 
was made in the house of lords, in the case of lord 
Pomiret, at which every Englishman shudders, my 
honest lord Mansfield found himself, by mere aioci- 
dent, in the court of king's bench ; otherwise he 
would have done wonders in defense of law and pro- 
perty ! The pitiful evasion is adapted to the char- 
acter. But Junius will never justify himself by the 
example of this bad man. The distinction between 
doing wrong, and avoiding to do right, belongs to 
lord Mansfield. Junius disclaims it. 



LETTER LXIV. 

To Lord Chief Justice Maxmitield. 

November 2, 1T31. 

At the intercession of three of your countrymen, 
you have bailed a man, who, I presume, is also a 
Scotchmarif and whom the lord mayor of London had 
refused to bail. I do not mean to enter into an ex- 
amination of the partial, sinister motives of your 
conduct; but, confining myself strictly to the fact, I 
affirm, that you have done that, which, by law, you 
were not warranted to do. The thief was taken in 
the theft ; the stolen goods were found upon him, 
and he made no defense. In these circumstances 
(the truth of which you dare not deny, because it is 
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of public notoriety) it conld not stand indifferent, 

whether he was guilty or not, much less could there 

be any presumption of his innocence ; and, in these 

circumstances, I affirm, in contradiction to you, lord 

chief justice Mansfield, that, by the laws of England, 

he was not hailable. If ever Mr. Eyre should be 

brought to trial, we shall hear what you have to say 

for yourself; and I pledge myself, before God and my 

country, in proper time and place, to make good my 

charge against you. 

JUNIUS 



LETTER LXV. 

To THB Printer of the Public Advertisbr. 

November 9, 1771. 

Junius engages to make good his charge against 
lord chief justice Manafidd^ some time before the 
meeting of parliament, in order that the house of 
commons may, if they think proper, make it one 
article in the impeachment of the said lord chief 
joatice. 



LETTER LXVI. 
To HIS Grace the Duke of Grafton. 

November 27, 1771. 

What is the reason, my lord, that, when almost 
eveiy man in the kingdom, without distinction of 
principles or party, exults in the ridiculous defeat of 
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sir James Lowther, when good mud bad men unite in 
one common opinion of that baronet, and triumph 
in his distress, as if the erent (without any reference 
to Tice or Tirtne,) were interesting to human nature, 
jour grace akme should appear so miserably de- 
pressed and afflicted? In such uniyersal joy, I 
know not where you will look for a compliment of 
condf>lence, unless yon appeal to the tender, sym- 
pathetic sorrows of Mr. Bradshaw. That cream- 
colored gentleman^ tears, affecting as they are, cany 
consolation along with them. He never weeps, but, 
like an April shower, with a lambent ray of sunshine 
upon his countenance. From the feelings of honest 
men upon this joyful occasion, I do not mean to 
draw any ccmdusion, to your grace. They naturally 
rejoice when they see a signal instance of tyranny 
resisted with success, of treachery exposed to the 
derision of the world, an in&mous informer defeated, 
and an impudent robber dragged to the public gib- 
bet. But in the other class of mankind, I own I ex- 
pected to meet the duke of Grafton. Men who had 
no regard for justice, nor any sense of honor, seem as 
heartily pleased with sir James Lowther's well- 
deserved punishment, as if it did not constitute an 
example against themselves. The unhappy baronet 
has no friends, even among those who resemble him. 
Ton, my lord, are not reduced to so deplorable & 
state of dereliction ; every villain in the kingdom is 
your friend; and, in compliment to such amity, I 
think you should suffer your dismal countenance to 
clear up. Besides, my lord, I am a little anxious 
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for the consistency of your character. Ton violate 
your own rules of decorum, when you do not insult 
the man you have betrayed. 

The divine justice of retribution seems now to 
have begun its progress. Deliberate treachery en- 
tails punishment upon the traitors. There is no 
possibility of escaping it, even in the highest rank to 
which the consent of society can exalt the meanest 
and worst of men. The forced, unnatural union of 
Luttrell and Middlesex was an omen of another un- 
natural union,by which indefeasible infamy is attached 
to the house of Brunswick. If one of those acts was 
virtuous and honorable, the best of princes, I thank 
God, is happily rewarded for it by the other. Your 
grace, it has been said, had some share in recommend- 
ing colonel Luttrell to the king ; or was it only the 
gentle Bradshaw who made himself answerable for 
the good behavior of his friend ? An intimate con* 
nection has long subsisted between him and the 
worthy lord Imham. It arose from a fortunate 
similarity of principles, cemented by the constant 
mediation of their common friend Miss Davis.^ 

♦ There Is a certain family in this country, on which 
nature seems to have entailed an hereditary baseness of 
disposition. As far as their histonr has been known, the 
son has regularly improved upon the vices of his father, 
and has taken care to transmit them pure and undimin- 
ished, into the bosom of his successor. In the senate, 
their abilities have confined them to those humble, sox^ 
did services in which the scavengers of the ministry are 
usually employed. But in the memoirs of private 
treachery, they stand first and unrivalled. The following 
story will serve to illustrate the character of this respect- 
able family, and to convince the world, that the present 
possessor has as clear a title to the Infamy of his anccs- 
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Yet I confess I shonld be sorry that the oppro- 
brious infamy of this match should reach beyond the 
family. We have now a better reason than ever to 
pray for the long life of the best of princes, and the 
wel&u:^ of his royal isstte. I will not mix any thing 
ominons with my prayers : but let parliament look 
to it. A Luttrell shall never succeed to the crown of 
England. If the hereditary virtues of the ^family 
deserve a kingdom, Scotland will be a proper retreat 
for them. 

The next is a most remarkable instance of the 
goodness of Providence. The just law of retaliation 
has at last overtaken the little contemptible tyrant 
of the^ north. To this son-in-law of your dearest 
friend, the earl of Bute, you meant to transfer the 



tors, as he has to their estate. It deserves to be record^ 
for the curiosity of the fact, and should be griven to the 
public, as a wamingr to every honest member of society. 
The present lord Irnham, who is now in the decline of 
life, lately cultivated the acquaintance of a younger 
brother of a family, with which he had lived in some de- 

Eree of intimacy and friendship. The youngr man had 
>ng been the dupe of a most unhappy attachment to a 
common prostitute. His friends and relations foresaw 
the consequences of this connection, and did eveiything' 
that depended upon them to save him from ruin. But 
he had a friend in lord Irnham, whose advice rendered 
all their endeavors ineffectual. This hoary lecher, not 
contented with the enjoyment of his friend's mistress, 
was base enough to take advantage of the passions and 
folly of the young man, and persuaded him to marry her. 
He descended even to perform the oflBce of father to the 
prostitute. He gave her to his friend, who was on the 
point of leaving the kingdom, and the next night lay 
with her himself. , 

Whether the depravity of the human heart can produce 
anything more base and detestable than this fact, must 
be left undetermined, until the son shall arrive at his 
father's age and experience. 
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duke of Portland's property ; and you hastened the 
grant with an expedition unknown to the treasury, 
that he might have it time enough to give a decisive 
turn to the election for the county. The immediate 
consequence of this flagitious robbery was, that he 
lost the election which you meant to insure him, and 
with such signal circumstances of scorn, reproach, 
and insult (to say nothing of the general exultation 
of all parties), as (excepting the king's brother-in- 
law, colonel Luttrell, and old Simon, his father-in- 
law) hardly ever fell upon a gentleman in this coun- 
try. In the event, he loses the very property of 
which he thought he had gotten possession, and after 
an expense which would have paid the value of the 
land in question twenty times over. The forms of 
villany, you see, are necessary to its success. Here- 
after you will act with greater circumspection, and 
not drive so directly to your object. To match a 
grace beyond the reach of common treachery, is an 
exception, not a rule. 

And now, my good lord, does not your conscious 
heart inform you, that the justice of retribution be- 
gins to operate, and that it may soon approach your 
person? Do you think that Junius has renounced 
the Middlesex election? or that the king's timber 
shall be reftised to the royal navy with impunity? or 
that you shall hear no more of the sale of that 
patent to Mr. Hine, which you endeavor to screen by 
suddenly dropping your prosecution of Samuel 
Yaughan, when the rule against him was made abso- 
lute ? I believe, indeed, there never waseuch an in- 
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stance in all the histoiy of negatiTe impudence. But 

it shall not saye joo. The very sunshine you live in 

is a prelude to your dissolution. When you are ripe, 

you shall be plucked. 

JUNIUa 

P. S. I bc^ you will convey to your gracioiis 
master my humble congratulations upon the glorious 
success of peerages and pensions so layiahly distrib- 
uted as the rewards of Irish virtue. 



LETTEB LXVIL 

To Lord Chist Justicb B(ansiiki«d. 

January 21, 1772. 
I have undertaken to prove, that when, at the 
intercession of three of your countrymen, you bailed 
John EyrCj you did that " which by law you were not 
warranted to do ;'' and that a felon, under the cir- 
cumstances "of being taken in the &ct, with the 
stolen goods upon him, and making no defense, is not 
bailable " by the laws of England. Tour learned ad- 
vocates have interpreted this charge into a denial, 
that the court of king's bench, or the jbdges of that 
court, during the vacation, have any greater authority 
to bail for criminal' offenses than a justice of the 
peace. With the instance before me, I am supposed 
to question your power of doing wrong, and to deny 
the existence of a power, at the same moment that I 
arraign the illegal exercise of it. But the opinions 
of such men, whether wilful in their malignity, or 
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sincere in their ignorance, are unworthy of my 
notice. You, lord Mansfield, did not understand me 
so ; and I promise you, your cause requires an abler 
defense. I am now to make good my charge against 
you. However dull my argument, the subject of it 
is interesting. I shall be honored with the attention 
of the public, and have a right to demand the atten- 
tion of the legislature. Supported, as I am, by the 
whole body of the criminal law of England, I have 
no doubt of establishing my charge. If, on your 
part, you shall haye no plain substantial defense, but 
should endeavor to shelter yourself under the quirk 
and evasion of a practising lawyer, or under the mere 
insulting assertion of power without right, the repu- 
tation you pretend to is gone for ever; yon stand de- 
graded from the respect and authority of your office, 
and are no longer de jure, lord chief justice of En- 
gland. 

This letter, my lord, is addrf^ssed not so much to 
yon, as to the publia Learned as you are, and quick 
in apprehension, few arguments are necessary to 
satisfy you, that you have done that, which, by law, 
you were not warranted to do. Your conscience al- 
ready tells you, that you have sinned a^icainst knowl- 
edge ; and that, whatever defense you make, contra- 
dicts your own internal conviction. But other men 
are willing enough to take the law upon trust. They 
rely upon your authority, because they are too indo- 
lent to search for information : or, conceiving that 
there is some mystery in the laws of their country, 
which lawyers are only qualified to explain, they dis- 
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trust their jadgment, and Yolnntarily renounce the 
right of thinking for themselves. With all the evi- 
dence of history before them, from Dresilian to Jef- 
ferieSf from Jefferiea to Mansfield^ they will not be- 
lieve it possible that a learned judge can act in direct 
contradiction to those laws, which he is supposed to 
make the study of his life, and which he has sworn 
to administer faithfully. Superstition is certainly 
not the characteristic of this age;- yet some men are 
bigoted in politics who are infidels in religion. I do 
not despair of making them ashamed of their credn- 
lity. 

The charge I brought against you is expressed in 
terms guarded, and well considered. They do not 
deny the strict power of the judges of the court of 
king's bench to bail in cases not bailable by a justice 
of peace, nor replevisable by the common writ, or ex 
officio, by the sheriff. I well know the practice of the 
court, and by what legal rules it ought to be directed. 
But, far from meaning to soften or diminish the force 
of those terms I have made use of, I now go beyond 
them, and afGIrm, 

1. That the superior power of bailing for fblony, 
claimed by the court of king's bench, is founded upon 
the opinion of lawyers, and the practice of the court ; 
that the assent of the legislature to this power is 
merely negative, and that it is not supported by any 
positive provision in any statute whatsoever. If it 
be, produce the statute. 

2. Admitting that the judges of the court of 
king's bench are vested with a discretionary power 
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to examine and judge of circumstances and allega- 
tions which a justice of peace is not permitted to 
consider, I affirm that the judges, in the use and ap- 
plication of that discretionary power, are as strictly 
bound by the spirit, intent, and meaning, as the jus- 
tice of peace is by the words of the legislature. 
Favorable circumstances, alleged before the judge, 
may justify a doubt, whether the prisoner be guilty 
or not ; and where the guilt is doubtful, a presump- 
tion of innocence should in general be admitted. 
But, when any such probable circumstances are al- 
leged, they alter the state and condition of the pris- 
oner. He is no longer that all-hut-convicted felon, 
whom the law intends, and who by law is not lail- 
able at aU. If no circumstances whatsoever are al- 
leged in his favor; if no allegation whatsoever be 
made to lessen the force of that evidence which the 
law annexes to a positive charge of felony, and par- 
ticularly to the fact of being taken with the maner ; 
I then say, that the lord chief justice of England has 
no more right to bail him than a justice of peace. 
The discretion of an English judge is not of mere 
will and pleasure; it is not arbitrary; it is not 
capricious ; but as that great lawyer (whose author- 
ity I wish you respected half as much I do) truly 
says,* '* Discretion, taken as it ought to be, is, dis. 
cemereper legem quid sit justum. If it be not directed 
by the right line of the law, it is a crooked cord, and 
appeareth to be unlawful." If discretion were arbi- 
trary in the judge, he might introduce whatever 
novelties he thought proper. But, says lord Coke, 

*In8t41.66. 
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" Novelties, without warrant of precedents, are not 
to be allowed: some certain rules are to be followed. 
Quicquid judicia authoritati subjieitur novitati non sub- 
jicitur. And this sound doctrine is applied to the 
star-chamber, a court confessedly arbitrary. If you 
will abide by the authority of this great man, you 
shall have all the advantage of his opinion, wherever 
it appears to favor you. Excepting the plain, express 
meaning of the l^islature, to which all private opin- 
ions must give way, I desire no better judge between 
us than lord Coke. 

3. I affirm that, according to the Obvious, indis- 
putable meaning of the l^islature, repeatedly ex- 
pressed, a person positively charged with feloniously 
stealing, and tskken in flagrante delietOy with the 
stolen goods upon him, is not bailable. The law 
considers him as differing in nothing from a convict, 
but in the form of conviction ; and (whatever a cor- 
rupt judge may do) will accept of no security, but 
the confinement of his body within four walls. I 
know it has been alleged, in your favor, that you 
have often bailed for murderers, rapes, and other 
manifest crimes. Without questioning the fact, I 
shall not admit that you are to be justified by your 
own example. If that were a protection to you, 
where is the crime, that, as a judge, yon might not 
now securely commit? But neither shall I suffer 
myself to be drawn aside from my present argument, 
nor you to profit by your own wrong. To prove the 
meaning and intent of the legislature, will require a 
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minnte and tedions deduction. To investigate a 
question of law, demands some labor and attention, 
though very little genius or sagacity. As a practical 
profession, the study of the law requires but a moder- 
ate portion of abilities. The learning of a pleader is 
usually upon a level with his integrity. The indis- 
criminate defense of right and wrong contracts the 
understanding, while it corrupts the heart. Subtilty 
is soon mistaken for wisdom, and impurity for virtue. 
If there be any instances upon record (as some, there 
are undoubtedly, of genius and morality united in a 
lawyer) they are distinguished by their singularity, 
and operate as exceptions. 

I must solicit the patience of my readers. This is 
no light matter ; nor is it any more susceptible of 
ornament, than the conduct of lord Mansfield is 
capable of aggravation. 

As the law of bail, in charges of felony, has been 
exactly ascertained by acts of the legislature, it is at 
present of little consequence to inquire how it stood 
at common law before the statute of Westminster. 
And yet it is worth the reader's attention to observe, 
how nearly, in the ideas of our ancestors, the circum- ' 
stance of being taken with the manor approached to 
the conviction* of the felon. It " fixed the authori- 
tative stamp of verisimilitude upon the accusation : 
and, by the common law, when a thief was taken 
with the maner (that is, with the things stolen upon 
him in manUj) he might, so detected, flagrante delicto^ 
be brought into court, arraigned, and tried, without 

* Blackstone, Iv. a03. 
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indictment ; as, by the Danish law, he might be taken 
and banged on the spot, without accusation or trial.'' 
It will soon appear that our statute law, in this be- 
half, though less summary in point of proceeding, is 
directed by the same spirit. In one instance, the 
very form is adhered to. In offenses relating to the 
forest, if a man was taken with vert, or venison,t it 
was declared to be equivalent to indictment. To en- 
able the reader to judge for himself, I shall state, in 
due order, the several statutes relative to bail in 
criminal cases, or as much of them as may be material 
to the point in question, omitting superfluous words. 
If I misrepresent, or do not quote with fidelity, it 
will not be difficult to detect me. 

The statute of Westminster! the first, in 1275, sets 
forth, that " Forasmuch as sheriff and others, who 
have taken and kept in prison persons detected of 
felony and incontinent, have let out by replevin such 
as were not replevisable, because they would gain of 
the one party, and grieve the other ; and forasmuch 
as, before this time, it was not determined which 
persons were replevisable, and which not ; it is pro- 
vided, and by the king commanded, that such pris- 
oners, etc., as be taken with the maner, etc., or for 
manifest offenses, shall be in no wise replevisable by 
the common writ, nor without writ." Lord Coke,* 

t 1 Ed. III. cap. 8; and 7 Ric. II. cap. 4. 

X Videtur que le statute de mainprize n'est que le reher* 
sal del comen ley."— Bro. Mainp, 61. 

*. " There are three points to be considered in the con- 
st ruction of all remedial statutes: the old law, the mis- 
chief, and the remedy; that is, how the common law stood 
at the making of the act; what the mischief was for which 
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in his exposition of the last part of this qnotation, 
accurately distinguishes between replevy, by the 
common writ, or ex officio, and bail by the king's 
bench. The words of the statute certainly do not 
extend to the judges of that court. But, besides 
that, the reader will soon find reason to think that 
the legislature, in their intention, made no difference 
between bailable and replevisable. Lord Coke him- 
self, if he be understood to mean nothing but an ex- 
position of the statute of Westminster, and not to 
state the law generally, does not adhere to his own 
distinction. In expounding the other offenses, which, 
by this statute, are declared not replevisable, he con- 
stantly uses the words 7^1 bailable. " That outlaws, 
for instance, are not bailable at all : that persons who 
have abjured the realm, are attainted upon their own 
confession, and therefore not bailable at all by law : 
thatprovers are not bailable: that notorious felons 
are not bailable." The reason why the superior 
courts were not named in the statute of Westminster, 
was plainly this: "because anciently most of the 
business touching bailment of prisoners for felony or 
misdemeanors, was performed by the sheriffs, or 
special bailiflfis of liberties, either by writ, or virtute 
officii /"* consequently the superior courts had little 
or no opportunity to commit those abuses which the 

the common law did not provide; and what remedy the 
parliament hath provided to cure this mischief. It is the 
business of the judg:es so to construe the act, as to sup- 
press the mischief, and advance the remedy."— J5lac?f«tone 
1. 87. 

•2Hale,P.C. 128,ia0. 
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statute imputes to the sheriffs. With submission to 
Dr. Blackstone, I think he has fallen into a contra- 
diction, which, in terms at least, appears irreconcil- 
able. After enumerating several offenses not bail- 
able, he asserts, without any condition or limitation 
whatsoever,t " All these are clearly not admissible to 
bail." Yet, in a few lines after, he says, " It is agreed 
that the court of king's bench may bail for any crime 
whatsoever, according to the circumstances of the 
case.'' To his first proposition he should have added, 
" by sheriffs or justices ;" otherwise the two proposi- 
tions contradict each other: with this difference, 
however, that the first is absolute,the second limited 
by a consideration of circumstances. I say this, with- 
out the least intended disrespect to the learned author. 
His work is of public utility, and should not hastily 
be condemned. 

The statute of 17 Richard II. cap. 10, 1393, sets 
forth, that, " Forasmuch as thieves notoriously de- 
famed, and others taken with the maner, by their long 
abiding in prison, were delivered by charters and 
favorable inquests procured, to the great hindrance 
of the people, two men of law shall be assigned, in 
every commission of the peace, to proceed to the 
deliverance of such felons," etc. It seems, by this 
act, that there was a constant struggle between the 
legislature and the officers of justice. Not daring to 
admit felons taken with the maner to bail or main- 
prize, they evaded the law, by keeping the party in 

t Blaekstone, Iv. 296. 
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prison a long time, and then delivering him without 
due trial. 

The statute of 1 Richard III. in 1483, sets forth 
that, " Forasmuch as divers persons have been daily 
arrested and imprisoned for suspicion of felony, some- 
time of malice and sometime of a light suspicion, 
and so kept in prison without bail or mainprize ; be 
it ordained, that every justice of peace shall have 
authority, by his discretion, to let such prisoners and 
persons so arrested to bail or mainprize." By this 
act, it appears that there had been abuses in matter 
of imprisonment, and that the legislature meant to 
provide for the immediate enlargement of persons 
arrested on light suspicion of felony. 

The statute of 3 Henry VII. in 1486, declares, that 
under color of the preceding act of Richard the Third, 
" Persons, such as were not mainpernable, were often- 
times let to bail or mainprize by justices of the peace, 
whereby many murderers and felons escaped ; the 
king, etc., , hath ordained, that the justices of the 
peace, or two of them at least (whereof one to be of 
the quorum) have authority to let any such prisoners 
or persons, mainpernable by the law, to bail or main- 
prize." 

The statute of 1 and 2 of Philip and Mary, in 1554, 
sets forth, that, "Notwithstanding the preceding 
statute of Henry the Seventh, one justice of peace 
hath oftentimes, by sinister labor and means, set at 
large the greatest and notablest offenders, such as be 
not replevisable by the laws of this realm ; and yet, 
the rather to hide their affections in that behalf, have 
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signed the canse of their apprehension to be bnt 
only for suspicion of felony, whereby the said offend- 
ers have escaped unpunished, and do daily, to the 
high displeasure of Almighty God, the great peril of 
the king and queen's true subjects, and encourage- 
ment of all thieves and evil-doers ; for reformation 
whereof be it enacted, that no justice of peace shall 
let to bail or mainprise any such persons, which for 
any ofifense by them committed, be declared not to be 
replevised or bailed, or be forbidden to be replevised 
or bailed, by the statute of Westminster the first, 
and furthermore, that any persons arrested for man- 
slaughter or felony, being bailable by the law, shall 
not be let to bail or mainprize by any justices of 
peace, but in the form therein after prescribed." In 
the two preceding statutes, the word bailable, reple- 
visable, and mainpernable, are used synonymously,* 
or promiscuously, to express the same single intention 
of the legislature, viz., not to accept of any security 
but the body of the offender : and when the latter 
statute prescribes the form in which persons arrested 
on suspicion of felony (being bailable by the law) 
may be let to bail, it evidently supposes that there 
are some cases not bailable by the law. It may be 
thought, perhaps, that I attribute to the legislature 
an appearance of inaccuracy in the use of terms 
merely to serve my present purpose. But, in truth, 
it would make more forcibly for my argument, to 
presume, that the legislature were constantly aware 
of the strict legal distinction between bail and i^- 

* Z Hale« P. G. 11. 124. 
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plevy, and that they always meant to adhere to it.* 
For if it be true that replevy is by the sheriffs, and 
bail by the higher courts at Westminster (which I 
think no lawyer will deny,) it follows, that when the 
l^islatore expressly says that any particular ofifense 
is by law not bailable, the superior courts are com- 
prehended in the prohibition, and bound by it. 
Otherwise, uhless there was a positive exception of 
the superior courts (which I affirm there never was in 
any statute relative to bail) the legislature would 
grossly contradict themselves, and the manifest inten- 
tion of the law be evaded. It is an established rule, 
that, when the law is special, and reason of it general, 
it is to be generally understood ; and though, by cus- 
tom, a latitude be allowed to the court of king's 
bench, (to consider circumstances inductive of a 
doubt, whether the prisoner be guilty or innocent) if 
this latitude be taken as an arbitrary power to bail, 
when no circumstances whatsoever are alleged in 
favor of the prisoner, it is a power without right, and 
a daring violation of the whole English law of bail. 
The act of the 31st of Charles the Second (com- 
monly called the Habeas Corpus aet) particularly de- 
clares, that it is not meant to extend to treason or 
felony, plainly and specially expressed in the warrant 
of commitment. The prisoner is therefore left to 
seek his Habeas Corpus at common law, and so far was 
the legislature from supposing that persons (com- 

♦ Vide 2d Inst. 150, 186. " The word [rcpUvisaJble never 
Bigrnifles baiUible BailahU Is in a court of record, by the 
king'sj ustice s ; but replevisable is by the sherlflf ."-SeWen. 
State Trials, \ii 149. 
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mitted for treason or felony, plainly and specially ex- 
pressed in the warrant of commitment) could be let 
to bail by a single judge, or by the whole court, that 
this very act provides a remedy for such persons, in 
case they are not indicted in the course of the term 
or sessions subsequent to their commitment. The 
law neither sufifers them to be enlarged before trial, 
nor to be imprisoned after the time ih which they 
ought regularly to be tried. In this case the law 
says, " It shall and may be lawful to and for the 
judges of the court of king's bench, and justices of 
oyer and terminer, or general gaol delivery, and they 
are hereby required, upon motion made to them in 
open court, the last day of the term, session, or gaol 
delivery, either by the prisoner, or any one in his 
behalf, to set at liberty the prisoner upon bail, unless 
it appear to the judges and justices upon oath 
made^ that the witnesses for the king could not be 
produced the same term, sessions, or gaol delivery.'' 
Upon the whole of this article I observe, 1. That the 
pro\ision made in the first part of it would be, in a 
great measure, useless and nugatory, if any single 
judge might have bailed the prisoner ex arbitrio dur- 
ing the vacation, or if the court might have bailed 
him immediately after the commencement of the 
term or sessions. 2. When the law says. It shall and 
may be lawfdl to bail for felony under particular cir- 
cumstances, we must presume, that before the pass- 
ing of that act, it wss not lawfdl to bail under those 
circumstances. The terms used by the legislature 
are enacting, not declaratory. 3. Notwithstanding 
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the party may have been imprisoned during the 
greatest part of the vacation, and daring the whole 
session, the court are expressly forbidden to bail him, 
from that session to the next, if oath be made that 
the witnesses for the king could not be produced that 
same term or session. 

Having faithtuUy stated the several acts of parlia- 
ment relative to bail in criminal cases, it may be 
useful to the reader to take a short historical review 
of the law of bail, through its various gradations and 
improvements. 

By the ancient common law, before and since the 
conquest, all felonies were bailable, till murder 
was excepted by statute ; so that persons might be 
admitted to bail, before conviction, almost in every 
case.^ The statute of Westminster says, that before 
that time, it had not been determined which offenses 
were replevisable, and which were not, whether by 
common writ de homine replegiaindo, or ex officio hy the 
sheriff. It is very remarkable, that the abuses aris- 
ing from this unlimited power of replevy, dreadful 
as they were, and destructive to the peace of society, 
were not corrected or taken notice of by the legisla- 
ture, until the commons of the kingdom had ob- 
tained a share in it by their representatives ; but 
the house of commons had scarce begun to exist, 
when these formidable abuses were corrected by the 
statute of Westminster. It is highly probable, that 
the mischief had been severely felt by the people, 
although no remedy had been provided for it by the 
Norman kings or barons. "The^ iniquity of the 
* Selden, by N. Bacon, DSSU 
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• Parliamentaiy History, L 8& 
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by which the same thing may be compassed or done 
are equally forbidden." 

By the statute of Richard the Third, the power of 
bailing was a little enlarged ; every justice of peace 
was authorized to bail for felony ; but they were ex- 
pressly confined to persons arrested on light suspi- 
cion ; and even this power, so limited, was found to 
produce such inconveniences, that in three years 
after the legislature found it necessary to repeal it. In- 
stead of trusting any longer to a single justice of 
peace, the act of 3 Henry VII. repeals the preceding 
act, and directs, "That no prisoner (of those who are 
mainpernable by the law) shall be let to bail or 
mainprize by less than two justices, whereof one to 
be of the quorum." 

And so indispensably necessary was this provision 
thought for the administration of justice, and for the 
security and peace of society, that at this time an 
oath was proposed by the king, to be taken by the 
knights and esquires of his household, by the mem- 
bers of the house of commons, and by the peers spir- 
itual and temporal, and accepted and sworn to qtiasi 
una voce by them all, which, among other engage- 
ments, binds them not to let any man to bail or main- 
prize, "knowing and deeming him to be a felon, upon 
your honor and worship. So help you Grod and all- 
saints."* 

In about half a century, however, even these pro- 
visions were found insufficient. The act of Henry 
the Seventh was evaded, and the legislature once 

* Parliamentary History, II. 419, 
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obli^ to intcipose. The act of 1 and 2 of 
Philip and Mazj takes away entirdy from the jos- 
lices all power o£ bailing lor offenses declared not 
bailable by the statnte of Westminster. 

The illegal impnaooment q€ several p^sons, who 
had lelhsed to contribute to a loan exacted by Charles 
the Fiist. and the delay of the habeas carpus^ and 
snbseqnent refusal to bail them, constituted one of 
the fiist and most impcntant grieyances of that reign. 
Yet when the house of commcms, which met in the 
year 1G28, lesolTed upcm measures of the most firm 
and strenuous resistance to the power of imprison- 
ment, assumed by the king or privy council, and to 
the refusal to bail the party on the return of the 
habeas corpus; they did expressly, in all their resolu- 
tions, make an exception of commitments, where the 
cause of the restraint was expressed, and did by law 
justify the commitment The reason of the distinc- 
tion is, that whereas, when the cause of commitment 
is expressed, the crime is then known, and the offen- 
der must be brought to the ordinary trial : if, on the 
contrary, no cause of commitment be expressed, and 
the prisoner be thereupon remanded, it may operate 
to perpetual imprisonment. This contest with Charles 
the First produced the act of the 16th of that king • 
by which the court of king's bench are directed, 
within three days after the return to the habeas cor- 
pnSy to examine and determine the legality of any 
commitment by the king or privy council, and to do 
what in justice shall appertain, in delivering, bailing 
or remanding the prisoner. Now, it seems, it is an 
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necessary for the judge to do what appertains to jus- 
tice. The same scandalous traffic, in which we have 
seen the privilege of parliament exerted or relaxed, 
to gratify the present humor, or to serve the im- 
mediate purpose of the crown,is Introduced into the 
administration of justice. The magistrate, it seems, 
has now no rule to follow, but the dictates of i)er- 
sonal enmity, national partiality, or perhaps the most 
prostituted corruption. 

To complete this historical inquiry, it only re- 
mains to be observed, that the habeas carpus act of 31 
of Charles the Second, so justly considered as another 

Magna Charta of the kingdom, " extends* only to the 
case of conmiitments for such criminal charge as can 

produce no inconvenience to public justice by a tem- 
porary enlargement of the prisoner." So careful were 
the legislature, at the very moment when they were 
providing for liberty of the subject, not to furnish 
any color or pretence for violating or evading the 
established law of bail in higher criminal offenses. 
But the exception, stated in the body of the act, puts 
the matter out of all doubt. After directing the 
judges how they are to proceed to the discharge of the 
prisoner upon recognizance and surely, having regard 
to the quality of the prisoner and nature of the 
offense, it is expressly added, " unless it shall appear 
to the said lord chancellor, etc., that the party so 
committed is detained for such matters or offenses, 
for the which, by the law, the prisoner is not bail- 
able." 

* Blackstone, Iv. 137. 
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about him. as it were in his hands^ whidi is called 
f mgrm mle dHifim. Sodi a criminal is not bailaUe by 
law.^ — Jmnkf nnder the woid Mamer. 

"' Those who are taken with the «aaer are ex* 
dnded by the statute of Westminster, from the 
benefit of a repleTin.**~^4nrHas, P. C it 9a 

^ Of such heinous offenses^ no one, who is notori- 
ously guilty, seems to be bailable by the intent of 
this statute.''— Ditto, h. 99. 

^ The common practice and allowed general rule 
is, that bail is only then proper, where it stands in- 
different whether the party were guilty or innocent." 
^Ditio, ditto. 

" There is no doubt but that the bailing of a per- 
son, who is not bailable by law, is punishable either 
at common law, as a negligent escape, or as an offense 
against the several statutes relative to baiL" — Ditto, 
89. 
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'^ It cannot be doubted, but that neither the judges 
of this, nor of any other superior court of justice, are 
strictly within the purview of that statute ; yet they 
will always, in their discretion, pay a due regard to 
it| and not admit a person to bail who is expressly 
declared by it irreplevisable, without some particular 
circumstance in his favor; and, therefore, it seems 
difficult to find an instance where persons, attainted 
of felony, or notoriously guilty of treason, or man- 
slaughter, etc., by their own confession, or otherwise, 
have been admitted to the benefit of bail, without 
some special motive to the court to grant it.'' — DittOf 
114. 

" If it appears that any man hath injury or wrong 
by his imprisonment, we have power to deliver and 
discharge him ; if otherwise, he is to be remanded by 
us to prison again." — Lord Oh, J. Hyde, State Trials^ 
vii. 115. ' '- 

"The statute of Westminster was especial for 
direction to the sherifis and other& ; but to say courts 
of justice are excluded from this statute, I conceive 
it cannot be." — Attorney General Heath, Ditto , 132. 

"The court, upon view of the return, judgeth of 
the sufficiency or insufficiency of it. If they think 
the prisoner in law to be bailable, he is committed to 
the marshal, and bailed ; if not, he is remanded." 
Through the whole debate, the objection on the part 
of the prisoner was, that no cause of commitment was 
expressed in the warrant; but it was uniformly ad- 
mitted, by their counsel, that if the cause of com- 
mitment had been expressed for treason or felony, the 
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court would then have done right in remanding 
them. 

The attorney-general having urged, before a com- 
mittee of both houses, that, in Beckwith's case, and 
others, the lords of the council sent a letter to the 
court of king's bench to bail ; it was relied by the 
managers of the house of commons, that this was of 
no moment : ^^ for that either the prisoner was bail- 
able by the law, or not bailable. If bailable by the 
law, then he was to be bailed without any such let- 
ter; if not bailable by the law, then plainly the 
judges could not have bailed him upon the letter, 
without breach of their oath, which is, that they are 
to do justice according to the law," etc. — State lYiaU, 
vii. 175. 

"So that in bailing upon such offenses of the 
highest nature, a kind of discretion, rather than a 
constant law, hath been exercised, when it stands 
wholly indifferent, in- the eye of the court, whether 
the prisoner be guilty or not" — Selden, St. TV. vii. 
230,1. 

" I deny that a man is always bailable when im- 
prisonment is imposed upon him for custody." — At- 
torney General Heath. DittOy 238. 

By these quotations from the the State Trials, 
though otherwise not of authority, it appears plainly, 
that in regard to bailable or not bailable, all parties 
agreed in admitting one proposition as incontrovert- 
ible. 

"In relation to capital offenses, there are espec- 
ially these acts of parliament that are the common 
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land-marks^ touchiDg offeDses bailable or not bail- 
able." — Hale J ii. P. C. 127. The enumeration in- 
cludes the several acts cited in this paper. 

" Persons taken with the manouvre are not bailable, 
because it isfurtum manifestum.^^ — HiaZe, ii. P. C. 133. 

"The writ oH Habeas Corpus is of a high nature; 
for if persons be wrongfully committed, they are to 
be discharged upon this writ returned ; or, if bail- 
able, they are to be bailed : if not bailable, they are 
to be committed." — Hale ii. P. C. 143. This doctrine 
of lord chief justice Hale refers immediately to the 
superior courts from whence the writ issues. "After 
the return is filed, the court is either to discharge, or 
bail, or commit him, as the nature of the case 
requires." — Hale^ ii. P. C. 146. 

" If bail be granted otherwise than the law allow- 
eth, the party that alloweth the same shall be fined, 
imprisoned, render damages, or forfeit hisi* place, as 
the case shall require." — SeldeUy by N. Bacotiy 182. 

" This induces an absolute necessity of expressing, 
upon every commitment, the reason for which it is 
made ; that the court, upon a Habeas CorpuSj may 
examine into its validity, and, according to the cir- 
cumstances of the case, may discharge, admit to bail, 
or remand the prisoner." — Blackstone, iii. 133. 

" Harriot was committed for forging indorsements 
upon bank bills, and upon a Habeas Corpus was 
bailed, because the crime was only a great misde- 
meanor; for though the forging the bills be felony ^ 

* It has been the study of lord Mansfield to remove 
land-marks. 
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yet forging the indorsement is not/' — Salkeldj i, 104. 

"Appell de Mahem, etc., ideo ne fuit lesse a bailie, 
nient plus que in appell de robbery or murder ; quod 
nota, et que in robbery et murder le partie n'st bail- 
able." — Bro, MainprizCj 67. 

" The intendment of the law in bails is, Quod stat 
indifferenteTy whether he be guilty or no ; but when 
he is convicted by verdict or confession, then he 
must be deemed in law to be guilty of the felony, 
and therefore not bailable at all." — Cokey ii. Inst, 188. 
iv. 178. 

'^ Bail is quando slot indifferentevj and not when the 
offense is open and manifest." — 2 Inst, 189. 

" In this case non slot indiffer enter, whether he be 
guilty or no, being taken with the maner, that is, 
with the thing stolen, as it were, in his hand." Ditto^ 
ditto. 

^' If it appeareth that his imprisonment be just and 
lawful, he shall be remanded to the former gaoler • 
but if it shall appear to the court that he-was impris- 
oned against the law of the land, they ought by 
force of this statute, to deliver him : if it be doubtftil, 
and under consideration, he may be bailed." — 2 
Inst. 55. 

It is unnecessary to load the reader with any 
farther quotations. If these authorities are not 
deemed sufficient to establish the doctrine maintained 
in this paper, it will be in vain to appeal to the evi- 
dence of law books, or the opinions of judges. They 
are not the authorities by which lord Mansfield will 
abide. He assumes an arbitrary power of doing 
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right: and if he does'wrong, it lies only between God 
and his conscience. 

Now, my lord, although I have great faith in the 
preceding argument, I will not say that every minute 
part of it is absolutely invulnerable. I am too well 
acquainted with the practice of a certain court, 
directed by your example, as it is governed by your 
authority, to think there ever yet was an argument, 
however conformable to law and reason, in which a 
cunning, quibbling attorney might not discover a 
flaw. But, taking the whole of it together, I affirm, 
that it constitutes a mass or demonstration, than 
which nothing more complete or satisfactory can be 
offered to the human mind. How an evasive^ 
indirect reply will stand with your reputation, or 
how far it will answer in point of defense, at the bar 
of the house of lords, is worth your consideration. 
If,, after all that has been said, it should still be 
maintained, that the court of king's bench, in balling 
felons, are exempted from all legal rules whatsoever, 
and that the judge has no direction to pursue, but 
his private affections, or mere unquestionable will 
and pleasure, it will follow plainly, that the distinc- 
tion between bailable and not bailable uniformly 
expressed by the legislature, current through all our 
law books, and admitted by all our great lawyers, 
without exception, is, in one sense, a nugatory, in 
another, a pernicious, distinction. It is nugatory, as 
it supposes a difference in the bailable quality of 
offenses, when, in effect, the distinction refers only 
to the rank of the ma^t|:{tte. Jt i&i pernicious, as it 
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William BoUkr, WiOmm Fmjmt, and WiUni Nad^ 
te frIiwiiiWMily atfalfng dervn qmm af vriftiBg 
paper, ndoe wtr ahilliags ilia j wap Litj af ThaauB 
Beach, etc. ^ die ezaaunaliflBa uprnt aath af die 
IbiirpetaoQaiiiealianediii d» a i iffi wai , it waa pa a ae d, 
diat laige qaantitifw of paper had heeoMiaMd; aad 
diat deree qoiiea (j/mwimuij aiaiked, ftaai a saapi- 
cioB diat Eyie was die diiel) wiere temd upmt him. 
Maay odier qoirea of pi^Mr, mariced ia die saaM 
manner, were found at hia lodgings; aad after he had 
been soae time in Wood-etnet Gompler, a ke;^ waR 
foand in hiaieom there, which appear ed tehe a kej 
to dM eloeet at Gaildhafl, from whenee the p^er 
wae stolen. When aAed what he had ta si^ in Ins 
defense, his only answer was, ** I hope yoa wffl hidl 
me." Mr. H<dder, the cl^k, replied, ** That ia iapea- 
sible. niere never was an instanee oi it» whan the 
stolen goods were fonnd npcm the Urief* The lord 
mayor was dien applied to, and r^hsed to hail him. 
Of all these eircamstunoes, it was year daly to have 
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able; and the diief magistrate of the city of London 
was known to baye refhsed to bail the offender. To 
jnttiiy yoBi oompHanoe with the solicitations of yonr 
three eemitfynien, it shooM be ptoved that such 
allegations were offered to you in behalf of their as- 
sodate, as honestly uadboMiJide ledneedit to a mat- 
ter of donbi and ind^erenee whether the prisoner 
was innocent or gnilty. Was any thh^ offered by 
the Scotch trinmTirate that tended to invalidate the 
positiTe charge made against him by lour credible 
witnesses npon oath? Was it even insinuated to 
yooy cither by himself or his bail, that no felony was 
eommitted ; or» that he was not the felon ; that the 
st<Acn goods were not found upon him; or that he 
was only the recMver, not knowing them to be stolen ? 
Or, in diort, did they attempt to produce any evi- 
dence of his insanity ? To all these questions I 
answer for you, without the least fear of contiadio* 
tion, positively, No. From the momMit he was ar- 
rested lie never ^tertained a^y hope of acquittal; 
therefore, thought of nothing but obtaining bail, that 
he mi|^ have time to settle his affiurs, oonvey his 
fortune into another eonntiy, and spend the rraaaia* 
der of his life in comfort and aifinence abroad. In 
this prudential schoEue of future happiness, the lord 
chief justiee of England most readily and heartily 
ccmcuned. At sight of so much virtue in distress^ 
your natural benevolanee took the alarm. Such a 
man aa Mr. Eyre, struggling with adversity must 
always be an inetresting soene to l<Hrd ICansfield. Or 
was it that liberal anxiety, by which your whole life 
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mrOkS^aOOL in 
iMtMiral turn to eqoitjjr, 
the doctrine of pieoed- 
to settle the proportion 
the Ibrtane mi tiie Mob, and the fine by 
r nnj eooiponnd iar his Ukmj. The ratio 
nov npoB recoid, and tnywrnitted to poste ri ty under 
tiie anapteeB of lord Mansfield^ is exactly one to an 
hnndied. M j hud, withoat intending it, yon have 
laid a cmd icstimint npon the genins of yoor coon- 
trymen. In the wannest indnlgenoe of their pas- 
sions they hare an eye to the expense ! and if their 
other Tiitnes fiul ns, we hsTO a resooroe in their 
economy. 

By taking so trifling a seeority from John Ejyre, 
yoQ invited, and manifestly exhorted him to escape. 
Althoo^ in bailable cases it be nsoal to take four 
securities, yon left him in the custody of three 
Scotchmen, whom he might have easily satisfied for 
oonniving at his retreat That he did not make nse 
of the opportnnily yoa indnstrionsly gave him, 
neither justifies yonr omdact, nor can it be any way 
acoonnted for, bnt by his excesslye and monstrous 
avarice. Any other man, bnt this bosom friend of 
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three Scotchmen, would gladly have sacrificed a few 
hundred pounds, rather than submit to the infamy 
of pleading guilty in open court. It is possible in- 
deed that he might have flattered himself, and not 
unreasonably, with the hopes of a pardon. That he 
would have been pardoned, seems more than proba- 
ble, if I had not directed the public attention to the 
leading step you took in &vor of him. In the jires- 
ent gentle reign, we well know what use has. been 
made of the lenity of the court, and of the mercy of 
the crown. The lord chief justice of England ac- 
cepts of the hundredth part of the property of a 
felon, taken in the fact, as a recognizance for his ap- 
pearance. Your brother 8mythe browbeats a jury, 
and forces them to alter their verdict, by which they 
had found a Scotch seigeant guilly of murder ; and 
though the Kennedies were convicted of a most de- 
liberate and atrocious murder, they still had a claim 
to the royal mercy. They were saved by the chastity 
of their connections. They had a sister: yet it was 
not her beauty, but the pliancy of her virtue, that 
recommended her to the king. 

The holy author of our religion was seen in the 
company of sinners ; but it was his gracious purpose 
to convert them from their sins. Another man, who, 
in the ceremonies of our Mth, might give lessons to 
the great enemy of it, upon different principles, 
keeps much the same company. He advertises for 
patients, collects all the diseases of the heart, and 
turns a royal palace into an hospital for incurables. 
A man of honor has no ticket of admission at St. 
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James's. They receive him like a viigin at the Mag- 
delen's ; " €rO thou, and do likewise." 

Mjr charge against yon is now made good. I shall, 
however, be ready to answer or to submit to £gdr ob- 
jections. If, whenever this matter shall be agitated, 
yon snffer the doors of the house of lords to be shut, 
I now protest, that I shall consider yom as having 
made no reply. From that moment, in the opinion 
of the world, you will stand self-convicted. Whether 
your reply be quibbling and evasive, or liberal and 
in pointy will be mattw for the judgment of your 
peers; but if, when every possible idea of disrespect 
to that noble house (in whose honor and justice the 
nation implicitly confides) is here most solemnly dis- 
claimed, you should endeavor to represent this charge 
as a contempt of their authority, and move their lord- 
ships to censure the publisher of this paper, I then 
affirm, that you support iigustioe by violence, that 
you are guilty of a heinous aggravation of your 
offense, and that you contribute your utmost influ- 
ence to promote, on the j^art of the highest court of 
judicature, a positive denial of justice to the nation. 

JUNIUS. . 



LETTCS LXVIU. 

To tfiE Right Hokorablc Loftfi CAMlitir. 
MY LORD, 

I turn with pleasure from that barren waste in 
which no salutary plant takes root, no verdure 
quickens, to a character fertile, as I willingly believe, 
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in every great Und good qualification. I call np<H| 
youy ia the name of the English nation, to stand forth 
in def<Mise of the laws ol your country, and to exert, 
in the oanse of truth and justiee, thoae great ahiiities 
with whidi yoa were entrusted for the henefit of 
mankind. To ascertain the fiieta set forth in the pre^ 
ceding paper, it may he necessary to call the persons 
mentioned in the miUimuB to the har of the house of 
lords. If a motion for that purpose diould be re- 
jected, we shall know what to think of lord Mana- 
^field's innocence. The legal argument is submitted 
to your lordship's judgment. After the noble stand 
you made against lord liansfleld upon the quesUon 
of libel, we did expect that yon would not haye suf- 
fered that matt» to have remained undetermined. 
But it was said th«ft lord diief justice Wilmothad 
been prevailed upon to voneh lor an <^inion of the 
late judge Yates, which was supposed to make against 
you ; and we admit oi the excuse. When such de- 
testable arts are employed to prejudge a question of 
right, it might have been imprudent at that time to 
have brought it to a decision. In the present instance, 
you will have no such opposition to contend with. 
If there be a judge, or a lawyer, of any note in West- 
minster-hall, who shall be daring enough to affirm 
that, according to the true intendment of the laws of 
England, a felon, taken with the maner inflagrdtUe 
delicto, is bailable, or that the discretion of an English 
judge is mei^y arbitrary, and not governed by rules 
of law, I should bf gl^ to be aoqiif^{|t^ with him. 
Who^YCT b« b«i I wiU take carQ tfiftt he shall x\q\ 
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give joa much trouble. Your lordship's character 
assures me that yon will assame that principal part, 
which belongs to yon, in supporting the laws of 
England against a wicked jndge, who makes it the 
oocnpation of his life to misinterpret and pervert 
them. If yon decline this honorable office, I fear it 
will be said, that, for some months past, yon have 
kept too much company with the duke of Grafton. 
When the contest turns upon the interpretation of 
the laws, you cannot without a formal surrender of 
all your reputation, yield the post of honor even to 
lord Chatham. Considering' the situation and abili- 
ties of lord Mansfield, I do not scruple to affirm, with 
the most solemn appeal to Grod for my sincerity, that 
in my judgment, he is the very worst and most dan- 
gerous man in the kingdom. Thus far I have doue 
my duty in endeavoring to bring him to punishment. 
But mine is an inferior ministerial office in the tem- 
ple of justice : I have bound the*, victim, and dragged 
him to the altar. 

JUNIUS. 



The reverend Mr. John Home having, with his 
usual veracity, and honest industry, circulated a re- 
port that Junius, in a letter to the supporters of the 
bill of rights, had warmly declared himself in fevor 
of long parliaments and rotten boroughs, it is thought 
necessary to submit to the public the following ex- 
tract from his letter to John Wilkes, esq., dated the 
7th of September, 1T71, and laid before the society ou 
fhe 24th of the same month. 



•" 
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" With regard to the several articles, taken sepa- 
rately, I own I am concerned to see that the igreat 
condition which onght to be the 9ine qua wm of par- 
liamentary qnalifioation, which onght to he the basis 
(as it assuredly will be the only support) of ©very 
barrier raised in defense of the constitution (I mean 
a dedaraticn upon oath to shorten, the duration of pat' 
KamentSj) is reduced to the fourth rank in the esteem 
of the society ; and even in that place, far fh>m being 
insisted on with firmness find vehemence, seems to 
have been particularly slighted in the expression, 
You shall endeavor to restore rnimtalparHaments. Are 

m 

these the terms which men who are in earnest make 
use of, when the safua reipuhliem is at stake? I ex- 
pected other language from Mr. Wilkes. Besides my 
objection in point of form, I disapprove highly of the 
meaning of the. fourth article as it stands. Whenever 
the question shall be «eriouBly agitated, I will en- 
deavor (and if I live, will assuredly attempt it) to 
convince the English ttation, hy arguments, to my 
understanding unanswerable, that they ought to in- 
sist upon a triettfiial, and baaish the idea of an annual 
parliament I am convinced that, if short- 
ening the duration of pariiaments (which, in effect, 
is keeping the representative under the rod of the 
coBstituent) be not made the basis of our new parlia- 
mentary juTisparudence, other checks -or improve- 
ments sonify ndttnng. On the contrary, if this be 
made the foundation, other measures may come in 
aid, and, ais auxiliaries, be of considerable advantage. 
Uliord Chatbam-8 project^ f(^ isnst^ce, of increasing 
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the number of knights of shires, appears to me ad- 
mirable As to catting away the rotten 

boroughs, I am as much offended as any man at 
seeing so many of them under the direct influence of 
the crown, or at the disposal of private persons. Yet 
I own I have both doubts and apprehensions in re- 
gard to the remedy you propose. I shall be charged, 
perhaps, with an unusual want of political intrepidity, 
when I honestly confess to you, that I am startled at 
the idea of so extensive an amputation. In the first 
place, I question the power, dejure^ of the legislature 
to disfranchise a number of boroughs upon the gen- 
eral ground of improving the constitution. There 
cannot be a doctrine more fatal to the liberty and 
property we are contending for, than that which con- 
founds the idea of a supreme and an arbitrary legis- 
lature. I need not point out to you the fatal pur- 
poses to which it has been, and may be, applied. If 
we are sincere in the political creed we profess, there 
are many things which we ought to affirm cannot be 
done by king, lords, and Commons. Among these I 
reckon the disfranchiiBing of boroughs with a general 
view of improvement. I consider it as equivalent to 
robbing the parties concerned of their freehold, of 
their birthright. I say, that, although this birth- 
right may be forfeited, or the exercise of it suspended 
in particular cases, it cannot be taken away by a gen- 
eral law, for any real or pretended purpose of improv- 
ing the constitution. Supposing the attempt made, 
I am persuaded, you cannot mean that either king, 
or lords, should take an agtivo part in it, A bill 
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which only touches the representatioii of the people, 
mnst originate in the House of Commons. In the 
formation and mode of passing it, the exclnsive right 
of the Commons mast be asserted as scrupnlonslj as 
in the case of a money bill. Now, sir, I should be 
glad to know by what kind of reasoning it can be 
proved, that there is a power vested in the represen- 
tative to destroy his immediate constituent. From 
whence could he possibly derive it? A courtier, I 
know, will be ready to maintain the afiirmative. The 
doctrine suits him exactly, because it gives an un- 
limited operation to the influence of the crown. But 
we, Mr. Wilkes, ought to hold a different language. 
It is no answer to me to say. That the bill, when it 
passes the House of Commons, is the act of the ma- 
jority, and not the representatives of the particular 
boroughs concerned. If the minority can disfranchise 
ten boroughs, why not twenty, why not the whole 
kingdom ? Why should not they make their own 
seats in parliament for life ? When the septennial 
act passed, the legislature did what, apparently and 
palpably, they had no power to do: but they did 
more than people in general were aware of; they, in 
effect, disfranchised the whole kingdom for four 
years. 

^For argument's sake, I willfnow suppose thafthe 
expediency of the measure and the power of 
parliament, are unquestionable. Still yon will 
find an unsurmountable difficulty in the execu- 
tion. When all your instruments of amputation are 
prepared, when the unhappy patient lies boond at 
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TOUT feet without, the poosdbilitjr of restotanoe^ by 
what infallible role will yon direct the operation? 
When jon propose to cat away the rotten parts can 
yon tell us what parts are perfectly wumdt Are 
there aay certain limits in fact or theory, to inform 
yon at what point yon most stop, at what point the 
mortification ends? To a man so capable of obeer- 
▼ation and reflection as you are, it is unnecessary to 
flay all that mi^t be said upon the subject. Besides 
that I approre highly of lord Chatham's idea «/ in- 
fuiing a portion of new heaUk into the eonttitution, to 
enable U to he&rite i^firmUiei (a brilliant expression, 
and full of intrinsic wisdom) other reasons occur in 
persuading me to adopt it. I have no objectioa,'' etc. 
The man who fairly and o(N]ipletely answers this 
argument shall have my thanks and my iq>plause. 
My heart is already with him. I am ready to be 
convierted. I admire his morality, and would gladly 
subscribe to the articles of his faith. Grateful, as I 
am, to the good Being whose bounty has imparted 
to me this reasoning intelleot, whatever it is, I hold 
myself proportionablyiBdel>tfed to him from whose 
enlightensd understanding asiother ray of knowledge 
communicates to mine. But neither should I think 
the most exalted faculties of the human mind a gift; 
worthy of the Divinity, nor any assistance in the im- 
provement of them a subject of gratitude to my fallow 
creature, if I were not satisfied, that, really, to in- 
form the understanding, corrects and enlarges the 
heart. JUNIUS. 

FIKIS. 
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